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PIX-RADIO SQUAWKS AGAIN 





Report Ringling, Barnum-Bailey 


Circus for Repurchase by Family 


The Ringling family is reported 
readying to assume the control and 
management of the Ringling Broth- 
ers-Barnum & Bailey circus, also 
other big tops of the American Cir- 
cus Corp. Shows have been under 
the direction of Samuel W. Gum- 
pertz for several years, he having 
supplanted the late John Ringling, 
but whether Gumpertz will remain in 
the set-up after this season, is not 
indicated. If he leaves there will 
be a number of changes in the staff. 
.The shows have been in receiver- 
ship, having been  over-financed 
when the other circuses were bought 
and some were scrapped. It was 


the elder Ringling’s idea to eliminate | 


competition and in so doing bor- 
rowed. large sums from Prudence 
Bonds of Brooklyn, in which group | 
Gumpertz has been prominent. 
bank actually has been the owner of | 
the outfits, Gumpertz being their 
representative. Just prior to John 
Ringling’s death last December it 
was reported that he planned to re- 
gume as head of the outfit. 
‘ The profits earned by the big tops 
@perated this year and last by Gum- 
rtz who toured with the Ringling, 

. & B. show all the distance, ac- 
count for the expected return of the 
properties to the circus family. Big 
show is reported having made aj} 
profit of over $2,000,000, while the | 
Barnes-Sells-Floto outfit is estimated 
éarning over $500,000. 

Widow of Richard Ringling is now 
wed to a lawyer, and the widow of 
Charles Ringling, who has been as- 
sociated with Gumpertz, are under- 
stood to have decided that as the en- 
terprises are in a position to pay 
off on the notes held by Prudence, | 
they should step in and take control. | 
That any of the heirs have received 
coin from the shows since the re- 
ceivership, is doubtful and that is | 
the reason why they are stepping in. 
‘Gumpertz and the elder Ringling 
Were believed to be intimate over 
a long stretch of years. After the 
financial debacle they differed on 
any number of occasions and finally 
&@ dispute in Madison Square Garden|; 
ended in a rift that was never 

(Continued on page 62) 


FREE DRINK GAME 
PLAYED VIA RADIO 


Fargo, N. D., Oct. 

WDAY has developed an air ver- 
sion of bingo or screeno, with free 
drinks going to the winners. Stunt 
is being worked with a twice weekly 
Program which the station clears 
from its studios in behalf of a local | 
cocktail spot, Le Chateau. 

Titles of the tunes which the 15- | 
minute program will broadcast are | 
Passed out to the lounge’s customers 
~_ the radio set is tuned into the 
Station, Every so often during the 
airing an alarm clock rings at the 
mike. Person holding the title being 
Played at that moment is free to 


ara nks for the entire party at 

















Enterprise 





Newest bright idea in mid- 
town New York is the mugg 
gag, whereby a central distribu- 
ting bureau in Times Square 
sells photographs of celebs and 
execs at 10c a copy. 

Rabid autografhounds, after 
lamping the first-nighters en- 
tering theatres, niteries, etc., 
scram pronto to the central bu- 
reau, pay a dime for a photo, 
and at the intermission or the 
break of the shows, the hounds 
are there with picture and pen 
|] in hand for the autograf. 


ictimized 


By Overdose Of 























By CORNELIUS VANDERBILT, Jr. 


Reno, Oct. 5. 

Too much adverse publicity has 
clipped Reno’s wings. Town's dead. 

Florida cops the big divorce play. 
Only a few straggling notables in 
Nevada this fall. Some still pretend 
they'll be Renovated, and go instead 
to Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and 
—_ devoid of publicity-scav- 

ngers, 

But Reno still is discreetly full of 
| topnotch tax dodgers. Nevada's lax 
| tax laws responsible. Like Florida, 
it has no income nor inheritance 
taxes. Unlike Florida, it has no tax 
on bonds or securities bought within 
the state. Cash sunk into the 
ground is still untaxed by the Fed- 
eral government. Thus some of 
America’s biggest names are turning 
‘miners.’ 

While niteries and joints go beg- 
ging, big housing boom is on the 
make. Once deserted spots on city’s 
outskirts now boast dozens of new 
homes. Rubber-tired baby carriages 

(Continued on page 59) 


‘British War Office 
Tells Em What to Do 


London, Oct. 5. 

With a view to being helpful, Os- 
car Deutsch asked the War Office 
what precautions he would need to 
|take in building the new Odeon in 
| Leicester Square so as to render it 
safe against bomb attacks by 
| enemy raiders. 
| They told him he might do it by 
| building a roof of solid reinforced 
concrete 24 ft. thick, surmounted by 
'a layer of hard earth another 12 ft. 
‘ thick. 
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Dominant Day | 
for Film Players on Ra- 
dio Commercials—Studios 





Minimize Danger to Box! 
Offices—State That the, 
Cooperation Between Pix) 
and Air Should React to 
B. O. Benefit 


USUAL PROS, CONS 








Picture names on the air against | 
picture names on theatre screens | 
were put to a more efiective test 
Sunday (3) when an unusual flock 
of players featured the day’s broad- 
casting. Complaints were made by 
theatre men that business for the 
day was off, notably in the evening. 
While operators are seldom able to 
accurately indicate reasons for a 
drop in attendance except when it’s 
the pictures themselves, the feeling 
expressed is that with such strong 
air shows as put on this past Sun- 
day (3), it is unquestionably becom- 
ing harder to draw people away 
from their homes. 

In theatre circles it is stressed that 
picture or other shows must try to 
vie with the gratis entertainment of 
quality and name draught that is be- 
ing put on the air, but incurring 
greater concern than in the past is 
the question of whether the indus- 
try itself should contribute so un- 
restrictedly to this form of competi- 
tion by permitting stars to go before 
mikes. This question ponders wheth- 
er or not contracts should enforce 
clauses forbidding any star or fea- 
tured player from going on the air. 

Having accomplished little more 
than the assurance that film people 
and scenes from pictures will be 
more effectively presented, thus to 
help them on the air rather than 
hurt, the radio competition commit- 
tee of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, headed by Wal- 
ter Vincent, may be further pressed 
for action. This committee has never 
really fought the appearance of stars 
on the air, as was expected of it by 





theatre owners throughout the coun- | 
try. 
For a long time operators have 
complained of radio shows on Sun- 
(Continued on page 25) | 
GRIDDERS’ BIG APPLE 


Columbia, S. C., Oct. 5. 

Football fans, accustomed to | 
marching cadet corps, band music 
and singing of alma maters as cut- 
and-dried entertainment between 

halves, were treated to something | 

(2) when hordes of 








students, obeying commands of a 
caller, using the field p.a. system, | 
did the Big Apple while Georgia | 


Tech Yellowjackets and South Caro- 
lina U. Gamecocks rested from the -r 
gridiron chores, 


| ing the 
| phies on George Gershwin. 


— 


Hollywood Finger-Printng Urged 
By U. S. Police to Curb Crime 





Three R’s with Suds 


Detroit, Oct. 5. 

School bell in suburban Gar- 
den City this fall will summon 
about 150 kids to the town’s 
‘little red saloon.’ 

State liquor board last week 
okayed use of the Square Deal 
Club’s tavern to care for the 
overflow of school kids in the 
suburb, provided a curtain or 
partition cuts off the bar from 
remainder of nite spot, and 
provided no liquor’s sold dur- 
ing school hours. Saloon will 
be used until school board has 
time to build an addition to the 
present school. 


Par Sets Lehar 


As Supervisor 
On ‘Luxembourg. 











’ 


Vienna, Oct. 5. 

Franz Lehar, composer of ‘Merry 
Widow’ and other Viennese operet- 
tas, finally has given in and accepted 
an offer from Adolph Zukor of Par- 
amount to personally direct and su- 
pervise the production of his ‘Count 
of Luxembourg.’ 


Lehar will proceed to the U. S. 
early in 1938. An extensive concert 
tour will introduce him to Ameri- 
can audiences. 


‘Luxembourg’ is one of Lehar’s 
best operettas. It had its world pre- | 
miere in the Theatre an der Wien, 
under Karczag management, 

Lehar is re-orchestrating most of 
the songs, adapting them to the since | 
increased and changed orchestras of 
pre-war days. 


Mulling Films on Lives 
Of Gershwin and Sousa 


Two Hollywood studios are mull- 
idea of cinematic biogra- 
They are 


RKO and Warner Bros. 

RKO presumably first thought of 
it. It might be considered the late 
jazz composer’s ‘home’ lot. 





Hollywood, Oct. 5 


All story material on John Philip | 


| Sousa, together with the musical 
| compositions of the bandmaster, 
have been offered for sale to the 
studios by Mrs. Sousa, the widow. 


| who is dealing through the Stanley 


Bergerman agency here. 

Terms are being talked by 
german currently for a major studio 
production of Sousa’s ‘Marching 
Along,’ with the cooperation of the 
United States Marine Corps. 


Ber- 


+ 


Washington, Oct. 5 

In convention here, the Interna- 
tional Association for Identification, 
headed by J. Edgar Hoover, ad- 
mitted that Hollywood is being used 
extensively as a hide-out for every 
sort of grifter and criminal. To 
this end, on Saturday (2), a resolu- 
tion was adopted to have a commit- 
tee confer with the Will H. Hays 
organization in order to urge that 
every member of the film industry, 
and every person applying for such 
employment be finger-printed. [A 
similar resolution was passed in 
Baltimore Monday (4) at the con- 





venton of the Internatonal Ass’n 
of Chiefs of Police]. 
It is claimed by the IAI, that 


Hollywood is over-run with crimi- 
nals of every sort, particularly those 
| specializing in blackmail, shake- 
| downs, badger games, and _ kid- 
| napping threats. Also that 90% of 
| missing small-town girls are to be 
| found in Hollywood, trying to break 


linto the picture industry, 


Thus, in estabiishing a finger- 
print policy for the picture indus- 
try, the IAI feels that it will ac- 
complish a twofolu purpose. The 
,;runaway girls can be found and 
| identified and, since squeeze artists 
| must be connected with the business 
lin order to establish contacts with 
| stars and executives, they can be 
/apprehended when making applica- 
tion, before they can work. 

For some years, Hollywood hag 
tried to keep floaters and un- 
desirables from its doors, but the 
methods used have not been com- 
pletely successful, In spite of all 


| that could be done, many have crept 


_in, until now, according to the IAL 
conditions have become so bad that 
something more drastic must be 
| done, 
However, even they will admit 
(Continued on page 15) 


COHAN-HARRIS STAGE 
SET COSTS $100,000 


‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ which Sam 
H. Harris will present, with Gex orge 
M. Cohan starred, lines up as the 
most expensive one-set musical ever 
contrived. Estimated that the show 
will represent an outlay of $100,000. 
One of the largest items is the elec- 
trical department, devices for which 
will be unseen, 

Special switchboards have been in- 
stalled to handle approximately 200 
lamps. There is a maze of cables 
back staye, the amount of wire foot- 
|; age said to be seven miles or ap- 
| proximately 40,000 feet. The lighting 
was installed under the direction of 
Abe Feder, who was engaged at the 
instance of the book authors, George 
Kaufman and Moss Hart. He at- 
tracted attention last season 
the lighting of ‘Dr. Faustus,’ 
production in N. Y. 

Right’ production goes to Boston 
Thursday (7) for final rehearsals, 
being slated to open there next Mon- 
day Tentative debut on Broadway 
it the Music Box is Oct. 26. 
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ONLY 4 FILM CASES FACE U.S. SUPREME 
COURT NEXT WEEK; FWC OUTSTANDING 


‘Ecstasy’ Appeal—DeMille’s Tax Review a Key 


Case in Revenue Dept. 


est Court—Indianapolis Action 


Washington, Oct. 5. | 


Only four cases affecting the film Board of Tax Appeals originally 


industry were included among the | 


more than 400 petitions which faced for huge deficiency payments and 
the U. S. Supreme Court when it re- ithe 9th (Pacific) Circuit Court of 


convened Monday (4), following | 
summer recess. Action on some 15s | 
expected next week, when jurists 
begin announcing what appeals they 
will grant. 

Aside trom a rehearsing plea in | 


the controversy over reopening of | 
the Fox West Coast bankruptcy pro- | 
ceeding, the sole matters growing 
out of the picture business are more 
or less inconsequential and without | 
major issues, First time in several | 
years at least one proposition of | 
widespread importance to the indus- | 
try has not been on the calendar. | 

Probably the most important pro- 
ceeding in which Supreme Court re- 
view is sought is the attack upon 
the power of N, Y. (state) authori- 
ties to require licenses for exhibi- 
tions within the Empire State. Issue 
arises from controversy over screen- 
ing of ‘Ecstasy,’ imported film over 
which hullabaloo was raised two 
years ago. 

Contending the N, Y. statute in-: 
vades Federal jurisdiction, counsel | 
for Eureka Productions, Inc. (Sam | 
Cummins) is appealing from the de- | 
cision of the U. S. district court for | 
Southern New York refusing to 
order Gov. Herbert H. Lehman and 
other state authorities to permit ex- 
hibition of the sex picture to go for- | 
ward. Court tossed out an injunc- 
tion suit designed to prevent further 
interference with the scheduled un- | 
reeling after customs authorities had 
allowed importation of the picture. 








Issues—Electrics to High- 


headline hunt for tax dodgers. The 


turned down the Government’s claim 


Appeals refused to reverse on the 
ground it had no authority to upset 
the Board’s findings of fact. 


Anti-Trust Suit 


Other picture litigation is the anti- 
trust suit brought by Indianapolis 
Amusement Co. against six distribu- 
tors, charging conspiracy, and con- 
troversy over licensing rights to 
sound equipment involved in the 
patent pooling arrangement which 
terminated the radio trust case sev- 
eral years back. 

Indirectly raising the 
question, the Indianapolis suit in- 
volves Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Dis- 
tributing Corp., Universal Film Ex- 
changes, United Artists, 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, Vitagraph, and Educa- 
tional exchanges. Direct question 


monopoly 





put before the highest court is the 
exhibitor’s motion to dismiss a suit 
brought by the distribs to compel 


(Continued on page 58) 


Stockholders Want 
Balaban to Testify 
On Zuker’s Contract 


A suit brought by Paramount 
stockholders against the new salary 
contract entered into in April, 1937, 
with Adolph Zukor, production chief, 





Tax troubles of Cecil B, DeMille | ttorneys for Ella Hyim and other 


are involved in an appeal by In- 
ternal Revenue Commissioner Guy 
T. Helvering from prior decisions 
holding the film director innocent of 
tax evasion. Review is sought of the 
four-year-old tiff involving aecumu- 
lated surplus of DeMille Produc- 
tions, Inc., one of the cases which 


served as ammunition for New 
Dealers in recent Congressional 
bea a 














STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP. 
MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 
ETC,, REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF 
CONGRESS, OF MARCH 3, 1053. 

of vaste, pebiishes weekly at New 

York, N. Y., for October 1, 1437, 

State of New York, County of New 

York, ss, 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for 


the State and County aforesaid, person. | 


ally appeared Harold Erichs, who, hav- 
ing been duly sworn, according to l\aw. 
deposes and says that he is the business 
manager of Variety, and that the fol- 
cowmne is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the 
ownership, management, etc, of the 
aforesaid publication for the date shown 
in the above caption, required by the 
Act of March 8, 1033, embodied in Section 
537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printr! 
on the reverse of this form. to wit: 

1, That the names and addresses of 
the publisher, editor, managing editor. 
and business manager. are: 
Publisher—Variety, Ino., 164 West 46tn 

street, New York city. 
Editor—Sidne Silverman. 

street, New York city. 
Managing Editor—None, 
Business Manager—Harotd Erichs, 154 

W. 46th street, New York city. 

2. That the owners are: Variety, tnc.. 
164 West 46th street. New York city. 
Sidne Silverman, 154 West 46th sircet, 
New York City, 
man, 154 West 46th street, 
city. 

3. That the known bondholders, mort- 
@agees and other security holders own 
ing or holding 1 per cent. or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages or | 
other securities, are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next | 
above, giving the names of the owners. | 
stockhviders and security boiders..1t any. | 
contain not only the list of stockhold- 
ere and security holders as they appear | 
upon the books of the company, but | 
also, in cases where the stockholder or 
security holder appeara upon the books 
of the company as trustee or in any | 


154 West 46th 


New York 


other fiduciary relation, the name of the | 
person or corporation for whom such 
trustee is acting, is given, aiso thar the | 
said two paragraphs contain statemenis | 
embracing affiant’s ful' knowledge ana | 
belief as to the circumstances and con- 
ditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upc | 
the books of the company as trustee: 
hold stock and securities im a capacity 
ether than that of a bona fide owner 
and this aflfiant has no reason to be 
lieve that any other person, association 
or corporation has any interest. direct 
or indirect, in the sald stock, bonds or 
other securities than as so staied by 
him. | 

5. That the average number of copies 
ef each issue of this publication «old or 
distributed, through the mails or other- 
wise, to paid = subscribers during the | 
months preceding the date shown ahove 
is (This information is required 
from daily publications only.) 

Haro!d Erichs, 
Business Manager 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

this 24th day of September, 1957 
Nathan Newman, 
Notary Publix 

(My commission expires March 30, 1938.) 


Estate of Sime Silver- | 


| ‘Stand-In,’ 


plaintiffs will ask N. Y¥. Supreme 
Court Justice William T. Collins to- 
day (Wed.) for an order directing 
Barney Balaban, Par president, to 
appear for examination before trial. 
The stockholders are seeking an in- 
junction to restrain Balaban and 
other officers and directors of the 
picture corporation from carrying 
out the Zukor contract, which they 
voted at an executive meeting last 
April. 

The stockholders want Balaban to 
explain the details of the executive 
meeting which awarded Zukor a sal- 
ary of $3,000 a week, plus a bonus 
of 742% on net profits up to $2,- 
500,000, and 5% on earnings above 
that amount. They also want the 
records and minutes of the hearing 
produced in court of all meetings 
relating to Zukor contracts. 


MUSIC HALL’S RKO, 
COL AND UA DEALS 


Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., has 
a term deal with RKO; has just 
| completed a three-year selective ar- 
| rangement with Columbia, and very 
probably will sign up for first choice 
with United Artists as main source 
of feature supply for the 1937-38 
season and beyond. Under the RKO 
contract the Hall guarantees to pick 
up a specified number of features 
each season, while with Col the 




















| house makes no commitment, Agree- 


ment is that Col give the Hall first 
shot at any pictures it produces. 
Pending any definite arrangement 
with UA, the ‘Hall has signed for 
three more from this distributor 


| which it will play in the near future, 


‘Sawyer’ and ‘Nothing 
Sacred.’ 
Jules Levy, RKO sales chief, has 


returned from Detroit and Cleveland 


| after closing a contract on the 1937- ! 


08 season’s product with the Butter- 
field cireuit in Michigan and lesser 
independents in the Cleveland terri- 
tory. The Butterfield deal insures 
outlet for RKO pictures in a total 
of 96 theatres in Michigan. 





FINALLY BEHAVING 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

“The Lady Misbehaves’ goes be- 
fore the camera at Republic tomor- 
row (Wed.) after many delays, with 
Albert Levoy producing and Lloyd 
Corrigan directing. 

Marcia Mae Jones, 14-year-old 
moppet, draws a featured role. 


HOUDINI'S WIDOW: AS 
LEAD IN ROYER INDIE 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Mrs. Harry Houdini, widow’ of the 
magician, plays the title part in 
‘Mme. Houdini Speaks,’ which Fan- 
chon Royer will produce at the 
Conn Studios starting Oct. 12. 

Frank O’Connor scripted and will 
direct, with Dr. Edward Saint, Mme. 





| Houdini’s manager, playing himself. 





KATE SMITH 
ASKING M-G 
512,000 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Roy Wilson, of Wilson, Powell & 
Hayward, moved in this week from 
New York to talk certain radio deals 
with producers willing to follow 
Metro’s example. 

Wilson’s firm has Kate Smith and 
M-G has been talking for months 
about a successor for Marie Dressler 
and wondering if a singing attrac- 
tion like Kate Smith could be the 
answer. 

Trouble is that Kate Smith has a 
$12,500 price on her and Metro isn’t 
prepared to meet that. 

Wilson also has Tommy Riggs, 
singer on the Rudy Vallee hour, but 
he’s easier to spot as he’s out here 





with the Vallee unit anyway. Ask- 
ing $1,500. 

Wilson, with Mrs. Wilson, plans to 
head east in three weeks, 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Lionel Barrymore. 
Joseph S. Bell 

Judy Canova. 

Lou Clayton. 

Carl Dreher. 

Chris Dunphy. 

Francis E. Faragoh. 
Felix Ferry. 

Tamara Geva, 

Mack Gordon, 

Harold Hackett. 
Jascha Heifetz, 

Joe Hubbell. ; 
Johnny Hyde.. ' ‘ 
Horace Jackson, 
Suzanne Kaaren, 
Gregory La Cava, 
Herbert Marshall. 
Douglas Montgomery, . 
Robert Montgomery, |“? 
Paul Muni. ” 
Jane Murfin, 

Lee Patrick. 

Harry Revel. 

Winston Ross, 

James Saphier. 

Dore Schary. 

Sammy Seigle. 

Irene M. Selznick. 
Rosalie Stewart. 
Genevieve Tobin. 
Florence Vidor, 
Florence Wagner. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Danielle Darrieux. 
Arthur W. Eddy. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Essie Gerson. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Sonja Henie. 

Burnet Hershey. 
Wolfe Kaufman. 

Hal Kemp. 

Harry Maizlich. 

Sam Marx. 

W. Cresswell O'Reilly. 
J. M. Rubens. 

George J. Schaefer. 
L. K. Sidney. 

| Hannen Swaftfer. 


ARRIVALS 


Fernando. Germani, Ramon Novar- 
ro, Elizabeth Rethberg, Ezio Pinza, 
Marcel Dupre, Jessie Ernst, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hans Clemens, Grete S. Stueck- 
gold, Serge Jaroff, John F. Majeski, 
Mr. and Mrs, Lawrence Bosworth, 
|Oscar Schwar, Mr. and Mrs, Nat 
| Liebeskind, Sir Campbell Stuart, J. 

















Other News of Pix Interest 





UA-Korda-Deutsch Ape U. S. ees. 
Bill Fields’ radio future.....seeees 


netz-J, C. Thomas; Joe Penner; 


Cohn-Jack Warner.........- Sortie 


‘Star Wagon’ reviewed (Meredith-G 


Radio cZar a la Will Hays. eeeeeeer eee eee eer ere eee eee ee eee eeene Page 30 
Radio reports of Eddie Cantor-Deanna Durbin; Kate Smith 
show (Bankhead, Fonda); Jack Oakie’s College; Kostala- 


‘Her Cardboard Lover’ (Power-Sullavan); Grover Jones’ 
radio script with Rosalind Russell-James Stewart; Jack 


Robbins-Metro music setup....... - mes 
Pix panned at F.T.C. hearings on songplugs......+s+eeeeee+--Page 46 


weccccccceccesooesectiocsc Page 15 
..-Page 29 
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Phil Baker-Patsy Kelly; 


eeeeeeeererene oeccess Pages 32-33 
rorer ete 45 


a ccoo sk age 58 











Best Selling Pix Scores 


‘Varsity Shew’ (WB). 
(Mercer- Whiting.) 
‘Artists and Medels’ (Par). 
(Koehler-Young-Arlen-Lane-Hol- 
lander-Rohbin.) 
‘Vogues’ (UA). 
(Brown-Fain; Loesser-Sherwin.) 
‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th). 
(Gerdon-Revel.) , 
‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB). 
(Warren-Dubin.) 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). 
(Coslow-Siegel; Johnston-Burke; 
Lane-F reed.) 














Another Technical 
Setback in Bill Fox 
Bankruptcy Hearings 





Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 


The U. S. circuit court yesterday 
(Monday) refused to consider mo- 
tions to dismiss the appeals of Mrs. 
William Fox and Fox's bookkeeper. 
Herbert Leitstein, from a district 
court order that they were in con- 
tempt of court for refusing to testify 
in Fox’s bankruptcy proceedings in 
Atlantic City. The motions, made by 
the former producer's creditors, were 
held over untii the circuit court can 
have a full hearing. Walter Han- 
stein, creditor attorney, in petition- 
ing the bench to dismiss the appeals, 
maintained they had no standing, as 
Judge John Boyd Avis, of Camden 
(N. J.) federal court, although he 
adjudged Mrs. Fox and Leitstein 
guilty of contempt, had imposed no 
sentence on them. He said the de- 
cisions were, therefore, merely ‘in- 
terlocutory’ 

The contempt citation resulted 
from the time Mrs. Fox and Leitstein 
were called before Bankruptcy Ref- 
eree Robert E. Steedle, of Atlantic 
City, to testify concerning financial 
transactions of Fox. They declined 
to answer questions, and after a 
hearing before Judge Avis were 
cited. 

He gave them an _ opportunity, 
however, to go before the referee 
again and give the desired info. In- 
stead, they took appeals to the cir- 
cuit court, maintaining that Judge 
Avis was in error in his contempt 
order. 





’ SAILINGS 


Oct. 13 (London to New York) 
Alexander Korda, Murray Silver- 
stone (Queen Mary). 

Oct. 6 (London to New York) 
Adolph Zukor, Annabella (Norman- 
die). 

Oct. 7 (New York to London) Jack 
C. Barnstyn (Ile de France). 

Oct. 6 (London to New York) 
John Abbott, Eddie Day, Derrick De 
Marney (Aquitania). 

Oct. 6 (New York to London) 
Lionel Barrymore (Queen Mary). 

Oct. 3 (Los Angeles to New York) 
Paul Muni (Santa Paula). 

Oct. 2 (New York to Caracas) Dr. 
Domingo Narvaez (Statendam). 

Oct. 1 (New York to London) 
Charles Boyer, Germaine Aussey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Warner, Mr. and 


Mrs. Jack Cohn, Pierre Sandrini, 
Gilbert Miller, Ralph  Heinzen, 
Thomas Kernan (Normandie). 

Oct. 6 (New York to London) 





H'wood Still Het Up Over Mussolini, 
Jr.; Will Take Rap on Pix Anyway? 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


If only publicity that’s bad is no 
publicity at all, visit of Premier 
Benito Mussolini’s son, Vittorio, to 
Hollywood at this time may be rated 
as velvet. Otherwise it rates the low 
gross of all time. 


Town is seething over the young 
warrior’s visit, and even those who 
were invited to Hal Roach’s party, 
which merged young Vittorio’s 21st 
birthday and Roach’s 2lst wedding 
anny, were sore at the producer for 
putting them on the spot. 

Statement of Roach’s that V. M.’s 
visit has no political significance and 
that lad was in town because of 40 
Italian productions a year 38 were 
flops, didn’t even moliify his fellow- 
producers. Some of these went to 
the party, but they didn’t conceal 
that they thought the whole setup 
was a terrible mistake. 

Fact that Walter Wanger had it in 
his lap a year ago and backed out 
when Warners, who were to go in 
with him, took exception to certain 
utteranees of Il Duce at the time, 
should have been enough of a tip 
for the rest of them, some of these 
producers argued, 


Flops Will Be Fieps 


Others said that what made mat- 
ters worse was that young Mussolini 
couldn’t possibly know what it’s all 
about in a visit of three weeks, and 
certainly not by confining himself to 
the Roach studio, a circus and a 
couple of parties. Fortified by such 
meagre knowledge, these producers 
argued, he will go back to Rome and 
turn in 39 flops instead of 38 and 
Hollywood will be blamed for all 
of it. 

Still others who get jittery about 
almost anything these days felt that 
they had enough trouble keeping 
the waters of labor calm without 
having to explain that a young 
fascist’s visit had no more signifi- 
cance than Aldous Huxley's. 

These resented the printing of 
their names as guests, especially 
when they learned that correspon- 
dents were now pasting the list in a 
convenient place as a sort of black- 
list. 

Even among the talent end, who 
could be figured as likely to suffer 


|if they stuck their heads out, there 


was sO much resentment against the 
young Musso’s visit that they de- 
cided to take out a full-page ad pro- 
testing his presence. Stars were 
promised no names would be pub- 
lished unless there were at least 100 
names. In one day the list went so 
far over that they decided there 
were too many names to publish any 
at all. 

What the Hollywood literati re- 
sented most was a page of pyro- 
mania young Mussolini published in 
‘Voli Sulle Ambe’ (‘Wings Over 
Ambe’) in which he justifies the 
bombing of Abyssinian towns on the 
grounds that he had been denied 
the sight of big fires as a child, and 
justifies modern war as the ‘most 
beautiful and complete of all sports.’ 


Zuker Due Back Mid-Oct. 


Postponing his departure from 
abroad where he has been surveying 
the production outlook in England 
as well as contacting sales and the- 














Lionel Barrymore, James R. Angell 
(Queen Mary), 
| 





B, Priestly, David Niven, Gina Malo, 
June Clyde, Mr. and Mrs. Jean Le 
Seyeux, Rene Maison, Jack Strachey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Maschwitz, Leon | 
Greanin, Mr. and Mrs. Clayland T. 
Morgan, Paul W. Kesten, Lewis Tit- 
terton, Bernard Nedell, Olive Blake- 


| 
| 








ley, Jooss Ballet. 


atre operating representatives, 
Adolph Zukor now will not return 
to the States until around the mid- 
dle of the month. At first he had 
set his date of arrival in New York 
as Oct. 4. 

Zukor and Mrs. 


Zukor will now 


sail from the other side on Oct. 6. 
On getting back to New York the 
chairman of the board will stay in 
the east a week or so before re- 
turning to the Coast. 
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Silverstone and Korda Coming 


Over to Consummate Goldwyn-UA 


Deal: Talk F 


London, Oct. 5. 

Murray Silverstone, United Artists 
chieftain in Europe, with Alexander 
Korda are sailing for America next 
Wednesday (13), probably accom- 
panied by David Rose, to consum- 
mate the United Artists - Samuel 
Goldwyn deal. Understood that re- 
quired amount for lifting the op- 
tions from Mary Pickford, Charles 
Chaplin and Douglas Fairbanks is 
available. That means around $6,000,- 
000 at least, and maybe more. 

Korda is understood planning a 
vacation of six weeks, which prob- 
ably is meant to infer that he will 
remain abroad for a month or more. 

While Korda is in the States, his 
outfit here, it is understood, will get 


one of those efficiency going-overs, | 


spurred by his financial backers and 
apparently preparatory to launching 
the bigger Goldwyn-Korda purpose. 


Hereabout there is talk of a con- 
golidation whereby United Artists 
and an American film company will 
be amalgamated. This must be in 
reference to an RKO-UA merger, 
such as has been consistently indi- 
cated. 


Under the circumstances the Mer- 
vyn Leroy angle in the Goldwyn- 
Korda situation appears to be one 
of those things, although not alto- 
gether impossible. 

However, it is too early to figure 
what may occur ultimately since it 
is now confirmed that whatever con- 
clusions will be reached, these will 
be in the United States where, of 
course, time and conditions may 
have effect one way or another on 
the situation, 

Option for control of U.A, expires 
Dec, 1. 


Wanger to Discuss 
Horne’s Contract 
While East; Bush Out 


Extension of Hal Horne’s associa- 
tion, as production executive with 
Walter Wanger, upon the expiration 
of the present agreement between 
the parties, in December, probably 
will be discussed during Wanger’s 
stay in New York. Horne has been 
with Wanger for around a year and 
the option for extending his services 
is exercisable this week, according 





to understanding. Wanger is due to 


arrive east today (Wed.). 
Rodney Bush, personal represen- 


tative for Wanger in New York, is 


understood leaving him. There is 
no indication that a successor will be 
appointed, ° 

Wanger was to have come east 
early this week but he postponed 
his trip in order to meet George J. 
Schaefer, United Artists distribution 
chief, who is now on the Coast for 
general company confabs. 





George J. Schaefer and Monroe 
Greenthal left for the Coast during 
the past week, crossing the Dave 
Selznick-Walter Wanger parties 
which were eastbound at the time. 
Wanger flew in Friday (1), while 
Selznick and his group trained in 
Monday (4). Schaefer took the train 


west Thursday (30), while Greenthal 
flew out the day following, both to 
look over finished and unfinished 
Product, discuss sales plans, adver- 


tising, etc. 


Plan to stay only one week. 

The day Schaefer left for the west 
mel Silverstone, Alexander 

orda’s sales representative in this 
country, started out on a tour of UA 
€xchanges in the middle west. 





week, < . 

. He started with the ol arner & | 

Benny Rubin’s Play Gobel exchange in New York and 
eenny Rubin has written a comedy | the first week signed three pay 
—— Be It Ever Sé Humble,’ which | checks, those of H. M. Warner, 
‘S$ starting on the rounds this week, | Major Albert Warner, and himself. 
it ritiam Morris office is handling | These days his autograph appears on 


or the RKO scriptist-producer. 


> 





Publicity Poison 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Los Angeles suburban exhibs 
are nursing a peeve against an 
eccentric film comedienne who, 
up to the time of her recent 
divorce proceedings, has been 
a surefire draw. Notoriety at- 
tending court action is showing 
its effect at the wickets, where 
exhibs claim the turnover has 
been slim enough without ex- 
traneous annoyances. One 
house manager reported that 50 
women turned away from the 
theatre upon learning from the 
cashier that the gal in question 
is in the picture. Another the- 
atre nearby counted 26 women 
who refused to attend for the 
same reason. 

A few miles away a house 
that is generally a pushover for 
the actress first yanked her 
name from the marquee and 
then closed out the picture after 
three days. 





, 





by Judicious Bolstering 
of B. O. Values They Can 
Produce a Picture Ac- 
ceptable for the Entire 
Anglo-American Market 





LONDON POWWOWS 


Converging of high executives as 
well as foreign distribution man- 
agers on England in the last month 
or so with expected vastly increased 
production by U. S. companies in 


to be caused by an entirely new ap- 
proach by American  production- 
distribution companies to the quota 
law. Fact that Metro has started 
producing, has announced elaborate 
plans, and is making rapid strides 
towards a production setup in Eng- 
land, has caused other U. S. com- 








BWAY AND MAIN 
ST. LIKE SAME 
PIX—HAYS 


+ In a forecast of 1937-38 produc- 
ition issued this week Will Hays, 
president of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of America, 
held that apparently Main Street 
and Broadway are alike insofar as 
appreciation of motion pictures is 
concerned. Hays, who recently re- 
turned from a summer sojourn in 
Hollywood, pointed out that ‘distin- 
guished films of a character hereto- 
fore considered class entertainment 
are helping vastly to raise the stand- 
ard of so-called mass entertainment. 

Current productions for the 1937- 
38 season will be featured by an un- 
precedented number of truly dis- 
tinguished entertainment films, ac- 
cording to Hays. 

‘The industry is beginning to reap 
what has been sowed by years of 
educational effort, by the production 
of pathfinding pictures and by con- 
stantly adding to the variety of en- 
tertainment themes,’ he said. ‘A 
sense of highest showmanship marks 
many of the outstanding films of the 
new season.’ 


HAYS ORG. MEET OCT. 14 
DEPENDS ON PIX EXECS 


Fall quarterly meeting of directors 
for the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors association now is 
scheduled for Oct. 14. Though this 
is the tentative date, actual confab 
will depend on whether leading di- 
rectors, now in Hollywood or in 
Europe, will be able to get back to 
New York in time. 

One report expected to be laid be- 
fore the directorate will be that on 
visual education and results accom- 
plished to date. 


Autograph Worth Having 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
P. A. Chase, Warner Bros. studio 
comptroller, celebrated his 25th an- 
niversary with the company last 




















| around 3,500 checks every week. 


panies to take notice and often to 
follow suit. 


While definite plans on actual pic- 
tures planned by American produ- 
cers or their subsid companies op- 
erating in England are not set thus 
far, there is every indication that 
the present move towards hiked pro- 
duction means that the major com- 
panies are regarding the English 
quota law and proposed new one 
in an entirely different economic 
light. 

All signs point to American pro- 
ducers actually making the bulk of 
the films necessary to come within 
the quota. In the past, the quota 
regulations were complied with by 
purchasing English-made features of 
a sort for as low as $15,000. Often 
these were put into the vault and 
never shown. Seldom was an at- 
tempt made by U. S. companies to 
bring these to this country for ex- 
hibition because of obvious cheap 
production values and other flaws, 

New slant on the situation is that 
as long as money must be paid, there 
would be a 50-50 chance to come 
out ahead in actual revenue if they 
made features in England, obtained 

(Continued on page 62) 





NEW U.S. STANCE 











Great Britain is held in the industry | 





WANT TO MAKE. 


oreign Film Merger DAIT. PIX PAY 


Instead of Treating Quota | 
Films as a Gag, American | 


Producers Now Feel That | 


To Bankroll B'way Plays Is First 
Schism in United Hollywood Front 





McCarthy’s Stand-In 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Latest quip is that Edgar 
Bergen couldn’t find Charlie 
McCarthy the first day he went 
to work for Sam Goldwyn. 
So they asked Sid Skolsky to 
stand in for him. 


GOLDWYN ALSO 
HAS LEGIT 
PROD. YEN 














Samuel Goldwyn may enter legit 


production ranks this season with 
scripts being sought for that purpose. 
Film magnate is not bound by the 
agreement between other major 
companies not to finance stage shows 
because of provisions in the Drama- 
tists Guild contract distasteful to 
Hollywood. Other film producers in 
the United Artists group similarly 
are not bound but they have not in- 
dicated interest in legit presenta- 
tions, 


Goldwyn has been toying with the 
idea of producing a legiter for some 





time. Understood his interest has 
been revived in that direction be- 
cause planning to produce more big 
feature pictures and counting on the 
stage to furnish at least part of the 
needed material. 


LeRoy’s U Bid Reported 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Trade now hears that certain Uni- 
versal insiders have been trying to 
persuade Mervin LeRoy to become 
associated with that studio in an ex- 
ecutive capacity. 

Conditions reported as permitting 
LeRoy to write his own ticket. 











woodsmen in Universal fell heavily 
on the heads of home office em- 
ployees Friday (1), when a total of 
110, some with the company up to 
as long as 25 years, were given their 
notice. With the notices came 
hysteria and a condition of unrest 
and uncertainty among others. 
Numerous other letouts have been 
rumored, but given no official notice. 

Various departments were cut to 
shreds in the swoop which greatly 
minimized the size of the home 


ing of somewhere between $5,000 
and $10,000 a week. Saies, account- 
ing, foreign, printing, publicity, ad- 
vertising and other departments in 
U were affected by the chopping. 
The only adjunct of U that was not 
touched was the newsreel. 

While majority of the 110 dropped 
were employed in accounting, cleri- 
cal and other work, among those 
who felt the pinch of hard times for 
beleaguered U were Sam Sedran, of 
the accessory. department; William 
Kramer of the contract-playdate di- 
vision; J. V. Ward, of the printing 
|department; J. Albert Hirsch, ad- 


Lou 
of press 
brother of R. H., 


Pollock); Al 
books: 


ex-aide, 
in charge 
Cochrane, 


George 
presi- 








office U payroll, cuts meaning a sav- | 


Universal Home Office Consternation 
Over 110 Letouts; Execs to Coast 


The axe of the payroll-chopping , film testing in the east; Beulah Liv- 


ingstone, publicity features, and 
Murray Spector, foreign department. 
Kramer has already made arrange- 
ments on another connection, reports 
being that he will join the Schine 
circuit in upstate New York. Ward 
had been with U 25 years. 

Prior to receiving the notices Fri- 
day (1), U forces were in a panic- 
stricken state and the day before 
had sought word from Cochrane on 
the matter. Sentiment had _ de- 
veloped strongly in favor of joining 
the Bookkeepers, Stenographers and 
Accountants Union, an affiliate of 
the CIO, which has been attempting 
to organize picture workers and 
Cochrane had been advised of this. 
The U president is quoted as having 


| indicated that he would be willing 


vertising manager (succeeded by his! 
Nathan, | 


to meet with a committee on the 
matter of joining up with the CIO. 
That’s as far as it went. A group 


of U employees held a meeting, how- | 


ever, Monday (4) about joining the 
CIO union. 

The letouts occurred coincident 
with the departure for the west, also 
Friday (1), of Charles R. Rogers, 
v.-p. in charge of production, who 


had been reported figuring in fric- | || 


tion with Cochrane and J. Cheever 
Cowdin, but who returned to the 
Coast with forces 


dent of U, who has had charge of | been coordinated. 


declared to have , 


First outright break in Holly- 
wood’s united front against the Dra- 
matists Guild exploded last week 
with Columbia Pictures’ announce- 
ment that it would immediately be- 
gin backing Broadway production. 
Generally expected that the other 
studios will follow suit, either grad- 
ually or in a rush. Coast moguls 
had stuck to their guns, nominally 
at least, for the last year. 


In his announcement of policy 
shift, Harry Cohn, Columbia prez, 
declared his studio will no longer 


submit to dictation from Metro, 
Paramount and Warners in the mat- 
ter. Other companies have been 
quietly backing legit production 
from the beginning, the Columbia 
head stated, adding that the practice 
has been unfair to the smaller stu- 
dios. Fact that the Broadway pro- 
ducers put on plays all last year 
under the new contract indicates it 
isn’t so bad, Cohn observed. 

Understood Columbia’s idea in 
getting back into legit production is 
not only to hypo the value of plays 
as future film fodder, but to use 
Broadway for the development of 
talent. Studio indicated it will im- 
mediately sign a Dramatists’ Guild 
contract. D. A. Doran will head 
the Columbia legit production de- 
partment and expects to put plays 
on the stage as soon as possible, 
though nothing is definitely set. 

After his announcement, Cohn was 
sought all day by Metro and Warner 
execs, but could not be reached. He 
left for the Coast the next night 
(30), accompanied by Nate Spingold, 
Doran remained in New York. Al- 
though officials of all the other ma- 
jors declared their studios will con- 
tinue to boycott the Dramatist 
Guild contract, the expectation is that 
the producer ranks, already waver- 
ing toward overt entry into the 
Broadway picture, will shortly aban- 
don the hold-off stand. 

Dramatist Guild pact, which pre- 
cipitated the Hollywood withdrawal, 
(Continued on page 21) 
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Cal. Anti-Trust Law Invoked 
Filing of 20 Damage Suits Agamst 


Paramount y 


Los Angeles, ” Oct. S, 
Paramount Pictures and Para- 
mount Pictures Distributing Co., 
Inc., are charged with fraud and 


monopolistic practices in 20. in- 
dividual damage suits filed in U. S. 
district court here by attorneys for 
25 independent exhibitors in Los 
Angeles and vicinity, with addi- 
tional actions to follow. 

Court suits are outgrowth of play- 
date strike that has been waged by 
local independents against Para- 
mount for past two months, in pro- 
test to company’s alleged failure to 
deliver 11 features sold on its 1936- 
37 contract, but instead, assertedly 
carried over to the current season. 


For first time in history of the 
industry, the Cartwright Act (Cali- 
fornia State anti-trust law) has 
been invoked as one of two causes 
of action cited. Cartwright Act ex- 
pressly prohibits any trust or com- 
bination of capital from restraining 
or- limiting the production of any 
commodity, which constitutes a re- 
straint in trade for commerce, or 
in any activity designed to unlaw- 
fully increase the price of any com- 
modity, 

Paramount is linked with eight 
other major picture companies in 
the several complaints in the charge 
that defendants, through their af- 
filiation with the Motion Picture 
Producers and Distributors of Amer- 
ica, operate to the end that com- 
petition in all fields of the industry 
may be reduced and eliminated. 


Lay Into MPPDA 

Each complaint further alleges 
that as a part of said policy ‘the de- 
fendants and other members of the 
MPPDA conspire and cooperate with 
one another for the purpose of 
harassing, embarrassing and dam- 
aging independent theatre owners,’ 
such as plaintiff, to the end that 
competition by independent exhibi- 
tors with theatres owned and con- 
trolled by members of MPPDA shall 
be reduced and eliminated. 

No specific damages are listed, but 
court is asked to double any award, 
as provided for under the Cart- 
wright Act. Under the Cartwright 
Act clause of the complaint indies 
charge the defendant companies 
with unlawfully and fraudulently 
conspiring ‘to withhold delivery and 
distributior and limit and reduce 
the production of said motion pic- 
tures for the purpose of injuring 
and damaging the plaintiff, for the 
purpose of increasing the price of 
the same motion pictures and for 
the purpose of preventing com- 
petition by plaintiff in the sale to 
and purchase by plaintiff of said 
pictures.’ 

Indies further charge that ‘the 
defendant did arbitrarily and with- 
out just cause and for the purpose 
of restricting trade and commerce 
refuse to produce, distribute and 
deliver the said productions during 
the season covered by contract. 
That immediately upon the termina- 
tion of said season or contract pe- 
riod, the defendants in furtherance 
of the said corrupt and unlawful 
conspiracy, did therefore offer some 
or all of the said motion picture 
preductions for exhibition at higher 
rental prices than those provided 
in the said contracts.’ 


Part ef National Campaign 


Federal court suits are answer of 
Los Angeles area independents to 
the nationwide controversy that has 
been waged over the disputed Par 
product, and which brought injunc- 
tion suits by the company in Phila- 
delphia and Minneapolis to enjoin 
exhibs from prosecuting the fight on 
the grounds of conspiracy. 

Individual complainants whose 
suits have already been filed, and 
the theatres they represent, follow: 

Largo Theatre Corp., Largo the- 
atre; Eastland Theatres, Meralta, 
Wabash and Brooklyn; Hershon and 
Goldberg, Garden; Emanuel Hoff- 
man, Avalon; C. & S. Enterprises 
Corp., Alvarado, Empire, Oriental: 
Galston & Sutton, Inec., Marcal: 
Bronstein and Harter, Arlin; Ivan 
C. Hanson, Cairo; C. W. Blake, Sun- 
set; Albert Nadow, Hub, Florence 
Mills; Olander and Cohen, Bonita; 
L. R. Myers, Astor; J. C. Mingus, 
Green Meadows, Florencita; Bourke 
and Baylis, Tivoli, Nuart: F. B. 
Steck, Adams; Oxnard Theatres, Inc, 
Oxnard, Oxnard; Plaza Theatre 
Co., Plaza, Hawthorne: Calvl and 
O’Keefe, Maywood, Maywood: the 
Glasswell and Riviera theatres, 


25 Indie Exhibitors 


FTC Sleuth in Philly 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

Winfield Wagner, represent- 
ing Federal Trade Commission, 
reported in Philly recently to 
question local exhibs. 

Although purpose of his visit 
wasn’t ascertained, it is under- 
stood that FTC taking a pre- 
liminary gander into complaints 
against Paramount filed by 
exhibs. 


TWO BETTE DAVIS PIX 
BANNED AT THE HAGUE 


The Hague, Sept. 24. 


It is probably pure coincidence, 
but the last two pictures in which 
Bette Davis appears have been for- 
bidden for public exhibition in Hoi- 
land. They are ‘Marked Woman’ 
and ‘Kid Galahad.’ 

Dutch Board of Censors is funda- 
mentally opposed to all sorts of 
gangster-pictures. On the other 
hand Fritz Lang’s ‘You Only Live 
Once’ (UA) was admitted for adults 
after having been banned for all 
audiences. 























Metroers Welcome Mayer 
Home—At Wrong Airport 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Imposing array of publicity and 
cameramen from Metro rose before 
daylight last Saturday (2) to meet 
the incoming plane bearing Louis B. 
Mayer and Howard Strickling back 
home after their jaunt abroad. 

Everyone was on hand at the air- 
port except Bob Vogel, in charge of 
foreign publicity, who woke up late. 
He called Glendale airport and 
learned that the plane would arrive 
in 35 minutes. Vogel hurried over 


the sky he was the only Metroite 
there. 

Rest of the gang had gone to the 
Union Air Terminal at Burbank. 





‘Snow Covered Wagon’ 
Will Have ‘Epic Sweep’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Grand National will go to town 
in a big way on its production of 
‘The Snow-Covered Wagon,’ a dra- 
matic epic of the Donner party 
which perished en route to Cali- 
fornia in the gold rush days. 

Bud Barsky has been assigned to 
produce and will do the preliminary 
treatment as well, with a _ writer 
being cailed in later for the script- 
ing chore. Footage will be shot on 
the exact spot where the Donner 
party met its tragic end. 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

As the result of his directorial job 
in ‘Ebb Tide,’ James Hogan looms as 
the likeliest candidate for the 
megging chore on Paramount's $2,- 
000,000 new western epic, ‘Marching 
Herds.’ 

Original yarn is being written by 
Paul Sloane under the eye of Lucien 
Hubbard, who will produce. 


‘Golden West’ Tees Off 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Metro’s ‘Girl of the Golden West’ 
entered production last week with 
Bill McGuire at the helm, Robert Z. 
Leonard directing. 

Musical score is by Sigmund Rom- 
berg, Gus Kahn on the lyrics. Film 
co-stars Jeanette MacDonald and 
Nelson Eddy. 





ROUGH ON RE-TAKES 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Frank Scully (not the writer) suf- 
fered a slashed hand while playing 
a brawl scene last week in Para- 
mount’s ‘Daughter of Shanghai’ and 
was hospitalized. 

Player’s right fist crashed through 
a glass pane in a rough-and-tumble 
involving Larry Crabbe, J. Carrol 








Naish and Philip Ahn. 


and when the ship dropped out of | 








| 


| 
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Sound Out Coasters 


Hollywood, Oct. 5, 

Ed L. Kuykendall, head of Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, is expected on the Coast 
Oct. 11 to sound out exhibitor senti- 
ment on MPTOA’s 10-point practice 
plan. 

He will huddle here for five days 
with exhibs and then visit Seattle 





| and San Francisco. 


Burnet Hershey 





Promoting Pic 
On Caruso Life 


, 





Burnét Hershey who, with Lyon 
Mearson, wrote an autobiographical 
‘Caruso’ film, with the official OK of 
the estate, is en route to Hollywood 
to further the film venture. Idea is 
to produce it independently, east or 
west, and for which purpose Her- 
shey’s backers assertedly have a 
$750,000 bankroll. Hershey 
Italy for semi-official cooperation in 
preparation of this picture. 

Former Warner Bros. shorts writer 
(at the Brooklyn studio) plans to 
talk to Gladys Swarthout and pos- 
sibly interest her on a loanout deal 
from Paramount for the femme lead, 


Bing End-on-Ending 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Bing Crosby will step into produc- 
tion on his next Paramount starrer, 
‘Paris Honeymoon,’ immediately 
after completion of his current ve- 
hicle, “The Badge of Policeman 
O’Roon,’ for Major. 

Don Hartman and Frank Butler 
are scripting. 











COLUMBIA’S 2 LEGITERS 


Craig Clark and Reed Herring, 
from legit, plane westward this 
week to the Columbia lot, having 
been signatured to contracts by this 
firm through the Zeppo Marx 
agency, in New York. 


visited | 





Ed 1 Kuykendall, in Urging Qeick 


ae 


Accord on the Par Litigations, 
Hopes for Simpler Pic Contract 





ALPERSON ON COAST 
TO SET CAGNEY’S NEXT 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Edward L. Alperson, Grand Na- 
tional prez, will arrive at the studio 
this week following huddles with 
James Cagney and is expected to 
make an announcement regarding 
the next Cagney starrer for GN. 

Cagney flew over from his farm 
at Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., to con- 
fab with his boss, who has been 
lining up product deals with Edward 
Peskay, GN’s v.p. in charge of sales. 








Danielle Darrieux 
Sets Another Home Pic 


Paris, Sept. 26, 

One last thing Danielle Darrieux 
did before catching the boat en route 
to Hollywood was to signature for 
the next film she will make 


France. 

Signed with Alex Berchoiz, one of 
the producers of her last French pix 
‘d’Abus de Confiance,’ (‘Abuse of 
Confidence’). Contract calls for her 
making ‘Retour a l’Rube’ (‘Return to 
the Dawn’) adapted from a Vicki 
Baum story. Pierre Wolff is writing 
the dialog for the new film, while 
Miss Darrieux’ husband, Henri 
Decoin, is expected to direct. 





in 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Producer-director team of Joe 
Pasternak and Henry Koster prob- 
ably will be split with Koster draw- 
ing the megging assignment on 
Danielle Darrieux’s debut starrer for 
Universal, ‘The Rage of Paris.’ Mlle. 
Darrieux is heading west with 
Charles R. Rogers, piloted by p.a. 
Mare Lachmann, 





Philly Indies Not So Optimistic 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 


Ed Kuykendall was in Philly last 
Friday, presumably only to play in 


ported to have had some quiet con- 
fabs over the tees in regard to the 
Par strike here. Kuykendall said 
in New York last week that the 
MPTOA, of which he is the head, 
contemplates no national action 
against Par. 


United Motion Picture Theatre 


|Owners, local exhib org, is not an 


Hogan May Draw ‘Herds’ 


MPTOA unit. Exhibs are of one 
mind that it won’t become one 
either. They are determined to co- 
operate with other groups through- 
out the country fighting Paramount, 
but to avoid entangling alliances 
and go on battling independently. 


Group held MPTOA membership 
several years ago for one year, but 
dropped out. Some members fa- 
vored Kuykendall group, while 
others wanted Allied, so problem 
was settled by calling the whole 
thing off. It is unlikely that the 
old breach will be busted open by 
any move now to ally nationally. 


Past week has been quietest all 
around since Par date and buying 
layoff began more than two months 
ago. Ranks held fast, with no more 
indies flopping over to the seven 
in Philly territory which are now 
using Par product. 

U. S. Circuit Court here yester- 
day postponed hearing on Par’s 
appeal for an injunction against the 
strike. Overcrowded calendar 
forced hearing off until tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Appeal is from re- 
fusal of District Judge Oliver B. 
Dickinson several weeks ago to 
grant a restraining order against the 
exhibs. 

Although Ben Golder, UMPTO at- 
torney, has a batting average in 
court of 100% against Par in this 
and the double-feature suit, indies 








exhibitor golf tourney, but was re-> 


Qver Par Appeal Argument Today 





chances of winning in Circuit Court 
tomorrow. 

Report on street is that court al- 
ready has shown itself unfriendly, 
as a result of actions by Par coun- 
sel, William A. Schnader, who made 
his original plea before it for right 
to enter appeal. 

But no matter what happens le- 
gally, it will have little effect on 
strike. Injunction, if granted, will 
only prevent exhibs from picketing 
or using other means of publicizing 
the action against Par. Inasmuch as 
they aren’t picketing now, and have 
no intention of starting, whole battle 
is merely a technical one. Court 
can in no way force them to date 
P r product or sign contracts. 

George Aarons, counsel for 
UMPTO, went to Pittsburgh last 
week and spieled for an hour and a 
half on the exhib strike here to 
about 45 indies, representing 100 
theatres. As a result, they raised 
a defense fund said to amount to 
several thousand dollars, and adopt- 
ed a group-buying plan similar to 
the one being projected here. 

Dave Barrist, chairman of the local 
war board, said complaints of exhibs 
about absence of Par product have 
practically ceased. He said that at 
the beginning of the strike he was 
constantly besieged with indies cry- 
ing they had open dates they couldn’t 
fill without their Par product. Now, 
he declared, exhibs have apparently 
accustomed themselves to doing 
without the company’s output and 
have made other arrangements to 
fill dates. 

Powers of attorney, giving an 
UMPTO committee right to do 
group-buying for members, coming 
in now only at a dribble. Illness of 
Lewen Pizor, UMPTO prez, who was 
to head a crew that intended inter- 
viewing upstate exhibs, responsible 
for the slow-up, Heavy percentage 





of local indies have granted the 


aren’t overly-enthusiastic about their | powers. 








,Coincident with the filing of dam-« 
age suits by 18 Southern California 
independents arising out of the fai}. 
ure of Paramount to deliver certain 
pictures last season (1936-37), and on 
the eve of hearings on the strike 
case in Philadelphia, set for today 

Wed.), the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America has officially 
taken cognizance of the situation 
and is urging an amicable settlement 
o- the difficulties. Ed. L. Kuyken- 
dall, president, asks a termination of 
the trouble from Memphis, Tenn., 
where he is attending a loca] exhib- 
itors’ convention. 


He discussed the matter with 
Lewen Pizor, president of the United 
Theatre Owners of Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, who is also a member of the 
executive committee of the MPTOA, 
and in an official appeal says he is 
‘convinced that the quarrel they are 
having with Paramount should be 
brought to an amicable termination,’ 
Speaking specifically of the situation 
in the Philadelphia zone, Kuyken- 
dall adds that the strike is costing 
both Paramount and the exhibitors 
who play Paramount pictures un- 
necessary losses. 


‘There are two sides to all con- 
troversies,’ the MPTOA president 
holds, ‘and this one should be dis- 
cussed frankly across the table by 
those concerned, It is inconceivable 
that any distributor will not sit down 
and discuss problems of mutual in- 
terest with the retail dealers who 
buy and market their products.’ 

Meantim~, the outbreak in the Los 
Angeles zone, where 20 independents 
operating a total of 27 theatres have 
filed a complaint against Par as a 
direct result of alleged holdout of 
ll pictures on the 1936-37 season, is 
characterized in New York circles as 
a ‘chop-suey’ litigation. Pending a 
perusal of the complaint itself which 
it was declared Monday (4) had not 
yet been served on Par, attorneys 
for the company cannot discuss it 
except to infer that from trade re- 
ports the L. A. move looks like an 
attack on everything but the real 
issue involved, 

The southern California exhibs are 
behind two causes of action, one al- 
leging fraud in connection with 
agreeing to deliver pictures under 
the sales contract that weren't de- 
livered, the other under the Cart- 
wright Act of California. Latter isa 
state anti-trust statute which forbids 
restriction or limitatian of any com- 
modity through trustification or com- 
bination of capital. 

Three Keys Now 

With the filing of complaint in L 
A., three keys now become legally 
involved under the Par failure on 
deliveries on pictures in each case 
of which Par is declared having rea- 
sons for failure to deliver, including 
flu epidemic last winter in Holly- 
wood, increased costs of production, 
labor troubles, ete. Appeal from the 
lower court on the strike in Phila- 
delphia comes up today ‘(Wed.), 
while in Minneapolis Par is await- 
ing the court’s decision on a prelim- 
inary injunction against picketing 
activities. 

At this time the Kuykendall state- 
ment from Memphis is considered to 
be of particular import since the 
position taken by the MPTOA, par- 
ent organization of the UTO of Phila- 
delphia, headed by Pizor, sounds a 
strong note in the direction of medi- 
ation. The MPTOA itself never sup- 
ported or decried the boycott move 
in Philadelphia, Minneapolis or else- 
where, preferring to remain silent 
until now when it characterizes the 
whole campaign, and _ protracted 
strained relations between indies and 
Par as ‘lamentable.’ 

Noting that exhibitors may feel 
aggrieved at the failure or refusal of 
Par to deliver certain pictures on 
last season’s contracts, Kuykendall 
at the same time suggests that per- 
haps exhibitors have been somewhat 
hasty in the action. He says: 

‘Maybe they failed to read the 
technical, legalistic clauses in fine 
print in the Paramount contract, or 
to fully realize that the pictures 
they think they buy from every dis- 
tributor are seldom if ever actually 
identified in the written contract 
they sign, which contracts are care- 
fully written by counsel for the dis- 
tributor, not by attorneys for the 
exhibitor, 

‘Clearly it proves the need for & 
simpler, fairer and more easily 

(Continued on page 51) 
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A-A’S WORKING 





‘Par Spreading Premieres Around 


Country; Frisco, Seattle, New Orleans 





4 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Paramount has started a move 
away from the bailiwick of Holly- 
wood itself for the staging of elabo- 


- sate film premieres with no less than 


five forthcoming features already set 
for preems elsewhere. 

Idea has been talked about for a 
long time, the main objective being 
to exploit picturesque regions select- 
ed as the locale of important films 
and to take full advantage of historic 
and geographical interest attaching 
to subject matter of features. 

First big out-of-town preem will 
be that of ‘The Barrier,’ produced 
by Harry Sherman for Paramount 
release. This one will make its bow 
in Seattle, background of much of 


_ the novel by Rex Beach from which 


the picture was made. Western 
Washington also has a peculiar in- 
terest because a great deal of the 


. footage was shot in the vicinity of 
. Mount 


Baker 
mountains. 

Paramount will dispatch a full 
complement of stars, featured play- 
ers, film celebrities and the gala 
opening will have all the swank and 
glitter of the customary Hollywood 
splurge on similar occasions. This 
one is skeded to come off Oct. 29. 

‘Ebb Tide’ for Frisco 

San Francisco has been designated 
as the debut spot for two other big 
Paramount specials, ‘Ebb Tide,’ re- 
cently -completed in color, and 
‘Wells Fargo.’ SF draws the ‘Ebb 
Tide’ preem in view of the fact that 
the town takes great civic pride in 
the fact that it was the literary 
home of Robert Louis Stevenson, au- 
thor of ‘Ebb Tide,’ and of his step- 
son, Lloyd Osbourne, also a noted 
writer. There is a Stevenson land- 
mark in Portsmouth Square. 

Same situation applies to ‘Wells 
Fargo,’ Frisco having been the orig- 
inal western terminus of the great 
Wells Fargo Express Co., around 
which the story of the film is writ- 
ten. Entire casts of both ‘Ebb Tide’ 
and ‘Wells Fargo’ will be hauled to 
the Golden Gate metropolis for the 
big premieres which will be put on 
with customary Hollywood pomp 
and grandeur. ‘Ebb’ goes on in mid- 
November and ‘Fargo’ New Year’s 
Eve. 

New Orleans Going Gala 

C. B. De Mille will stage a similar 
event for New Orleans at the bow 
of his big pirate film, ‘Jean LaFitte,’ 
now in production on a budget run- 


and the Cascade 


- Ming around the $2,000,000 mark. 


This premiere is currently skeded 
for late in January. 

Plans are now being discussed for 
preeming the Wesley Ruggles fea- 
ture, ‘True Confession,’ in New 
York. Whole plan was decided upon 
at confabs held by Adolph Zukor, 
Neil M. Agnew and Robert Gillham 
at the Paramount convention last 
Summer and Hollywood is waiting 


now to see if other studios will fol- 
low suit. 





-BARTHOLOMEW BACK 


ON THE METRO LOT 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Freddie Bartholomew reported for 
work on the Metro lot Monday (4) 
after a superior court wNling grant- 
ing the studio a temporary injunc- 
tion restraining him from breaching 
his contract or working at any other 
Studio. 

The youngster carried with him a 
letter which stated that he was re- 
turning to the studio in compliance 
with the court order, but that in do- 
ing so all his rights to continue a 
defense and to recover any possible 
damages would be reserved. 








Jan Peerce in Vaude 


Jan Peerce, tenor. plays his first 
vaudate week of Oct. 15 at the Fox, 








NEW METRO MUSIC. 
REALIGNMENT. SET 


As fully detailed in the music de- 
partment of this issue, Metro’s music 
publishing interests were realigned 
over the week-end. Louis K. Sidney 
becomes liaison between the film 
company and Metro’s subsid music 
firms, Feist, Robbins and Miller. 

Feist will be 100% Metro filmusi- 
cal publisher, with Jack Gregman at 





the helm. Jack Robbins will worry 
about the other two companies, 
which will divide the 20th-Fox, 


Wanger, Universal and other picture 
songs. 

David Bernstein, Loew’s, Inc., v.p. 
and prez of the Metro music subsids, 
made the shifts personally. 


‘Police Gazette’ Has 
An Ultra Circulation, 
506 Suit Vs. Par Avers 


Paramount libelled the Police Gaz- 
ette in its Mae West picture, ‘Klon- 
dike Annie,’ which depicted ‘Annie’ 
reading the Gazette in a bordello, 
according to an amended complaint 
filed in N. Y. federal court by the 
National Police Gazette Corp., which 
wants $50,000 damages. 


Not only was the monthly’s rep 
besmirched, the detailed complaint 
says, but ‘that by reproducing the 
trademark masthead of the Gazette, 
Paramount sought to convey that the 
publication is commonly read by 
persons of low, vulgar and indecent 
tastes, traits and character and 
meant also to convey the idea that 
the publication was generally to be 
found in resorts for dissolute and 
unchaste persons.’ Plaint claims 
Gazette’s circulation dropped $50,000 
worth as a result. 


Rogers’ Indian Museum; 
Maybe Also Okla. Park 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 5. 


J. B. Wise, of Oologah, states a 
plan to make the Will Rogers ranch 
near Oologah a state park is to be 
presented soon to-the State Park 
Commission. He has received a letter 
from Mrs. Rogers. assuring the 
Oologah committee of her coopera- 
tion in the plan. 

‘The ranch property is not for 
sale,’ she wrote. ‘However should 
the State of Oklahoma at any time 
be interested in the property as a 
memorial park, I would be most 
happy to cooperate in every way 
possible. The Will Rogers Memo- 
rial Commission has voted to con- 
struct an Indian museum at Clare- 
more as the state’s tribute to the 
late humorist-actor. 


Small-Landau Split 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Agency firm of Smal! & Landau 
is being dissolved and the two part- 
ners, Maurice Small and Arthur 
Landau, will set up their own quar- 
ters. Edward Small has been out 
of it since his return to active 
production. 

Details of the client division is 
being worked out. 























‘VARIETY’ MUGG GOES METRO 


Wolfe Kaufman (Variety) has 
joined the Metro writing corps in 
Hollywood. Flew out Saturday (2). 
Kauf was seven years on the New 
York news staff until resigning to 
take the studio job. 





Detroit. Booked by Curtis & Allen. 
soy pop stage work Peerce has | 
eretofo 


re done has been 
Stage-shows 


Hall. at Radio City Music 


in the} 


First assignment will be an origi- 
nal for a musical, to be produced by 
Nat Levine, the latter's first as a 
Metro producer. 


vv 


INTERCHANGE OF 
MEMBERS’ CARDS 


First Time in Nearly 20 
Years That the 4-A’s Es- 
tablished Such Coopera- 
tion—Embraces Legit, 
Films, Concert and Radio 
—$30,000 Loan to AFRA 





VAUDE NOT YET IN 





For the first time since its forma- 
tion nearly 20 years ago, the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artists of Ameri- 
ca has at last established a working 
unity among its component parts. 
Approval by Actors Equity Assn. last 
week of the new arrangement for 
interchangeability of cards finally 
puts in motion the machinery for 
close organization among the mem- 
ber groups. 

Under the new rule, any per- 
former in the’ four principal 
branches of show business (legit, 
films, concert and radio) must be- 
long to the Four A’s group having 
jurisdiction in the field in which he 
works. Additionally, failure to join 
the organization in any new field he 
enters will bar the performer from 
all other fields, including his orig- 
inal one. © 

Although all the member groups 
in the AAAA have not okayed the 
new rule and are consequently not 
yet covered or cooperating under its 
workings, they are expected to act 
on it soon, now that the work ar- 


rangement has been set. So far, the 
groups involved include (besides 
Equity and Chorus Equity) the 


Screen Actors Guild, the American 
Guild of Musical Artists and the 
American Federation. of Radio 
Artists. Other Four A’s bodies not 
yet included are the American Fed- 
eration of Actors, the Hebrew Ac- 
tors Union, the German White Rats, 
the Hungarian White Rats, the He- 
brew Chorus Union, the Grand Opera 
Choral Alliance and several other 
smaller ones, 

While the original Four A’s con- 
stitution contained a clause covering 
interchangeability, it had never been 
put into use. Changed conditions in 
show business since it was drafted 
had made it unworkable. An 
amendment of the constitution to 
bring it up to date is a complicated 
and long-drawn-out procedure. This 
new rule outside the constitution 
was therefore drawn up and ap- 
proved, Figured the AAAA consti- 
tution will ultimately have to be re- 
written in more modern and work- 
able form. In the meantime, the 
new ruling will cover interchange- 
ability and working agreements. Un- 
der the new arrangement, Equity’s 
contract with the SAG remains un- 
changed. 


$30,000 Sans Interest 

Rule, which went into effect im- 
mediately and continues for three 
years, may be terminated on 60 days’ 
notice by any of the four parties on 
notice to the other parties. Termina- 
tion; however, will not affect the 
clause relating to the loaning of 
money by Equity, SAG and AGMA 
to AFRA. This clause states that 
the fund ($30,000) loaned to AFRA 
is without interest, except on de- 


mand, after which 6% will be 
charged annually until the money 
is repaid. 


instruct its members ‘to apply for 
membership in any group in whose 
field he may work’ and further 
agrees that non-compliance will re- 
sult in suspension. 

Each of the parties ‘recognizes the 
desirability of applying the theory 
of interchangeability’ and agrees to 
the following rules: ‘(a) Any mem- 
ber shall not be deemed to have 
| withdrawn from the field of any 








| work therein for a period of at least 
|one year. On expiration of one year 
| the member may, if not in default in 
|dues, be permitted an Honorable 
| Withdrawal Card. (b) Any member 
in good standing of one group hereto 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Working Title 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

} Metro has bought Marcel 
Pagnol’s big Paris hit, ‘Fanny,’ 
and will star Wallace Beery 
and Frank Morgan in it. Sales 
price not reported. Studio is 
looking for new title. 

Pagnol produced ‘Fanny’ in 
France, both on stage and 
screen, from his own script. 
Frank Morgan, who gets one of 
leads, also created star role of 
same author’s “Topaze’ on N. Y. 
stage. 











‘Room Service’ Cost 


RK9 2606, and Now 
2506 for Marxes in It 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Marx Bros. have signed with Radio 
to make ‘Room Service’ and one 
other picture, the first for $250,000 
and the second at a considerably 
hiked figure. Second may be ‘Of 
Thee I Sing,’ which Radio owns for 
pictures. 


Samuel J. Briskin will produce 
‘Room Service,’ with Morrie Ryskind 
scripting and no director yet set al- 
though Gregory LaCava has been 
mentioned. 


RKO paid $260,000 for the film 
rights ‘Service.’ 


UA SEEKING TO QUASH 
BILL HART’S 2D SUIT 


His original $500,000 suit against 
United Artists restored to the N. Y. 
supreme court calendar for new 
trial, William S. Hart, with his sister, 
Mary Hart, has begun a second_ac- 
tion against UA, this time for $185,- 
000. Latest suit, also begun in 
supreme court but subsequently 
moved to the U. S. district court, 
claims actual damages on the film, 
‘Tumbleweeds,’ made by the cowboy 
star in 1925. Action charges UA 
knowingly committed a fraud in 
signing a contract with the plaintiff 
for release of the pic. UA’s attorneys 
seek dismissal of the suit on the 
ground the charge doesn’t constitute 
a cause for action. 

According to the actor’s latest suit, 
UA forfeited all rights to any in- 
come from distribution of the film 
by intentionally making a contract 
it had no intention of keeping. De- 
fendant’s share of the income from 
the film was $185,000, which the 
suit seeks to recover. WGA had the 
action transferred to the U. S. dis- 
trict court on the ground that the 
plaintiff is not a resident of New 
York. 

Hart's original suit for $500,000 was 
brought in 1931. He won a jury ver- 
dict of $85,000, plus $1,759 costs. 
Appellate division last July set the 
verdict aside as not supported by the 
weight of evidence, with the supple- 
mentary opinion that the amount of 
damages was not properly reached. 
Plaintiff was given the choice of a 
new suit in N. Y. supreme court or 
an appeal to the higher court. House, 














attorneys for Hart.’ UA is 
sented by O’Brien, Driscoll & Raf- 
tery. 





| Metro’s Fritz Koriner 


| Fritz Kortner, German actor now 





|in America, is being screen-tested | 
legit | 
| party hereto until he has ceased to | show while awaiting outcome of | 


| by Metro. He may go into 
| test. 
| Kortner, who has appeared in 
| numerous German film productions, 
| has been in London legit since the 
| Hitler regime. He is viewed as a suil- 
able type if his broad accent can be 
, polished up. 


|Grossman, Vorhaus & Hemley are | 
Each party to the pact agrees to repre- | 
| pects to have number of candida'es 





Catholics of Canada Want a Motion 
Picture Censorship of Their Own 


Montreal, Oct. 5 

Another headache for exhibitors 
in this city and province is seen in 
the proposal by Cardinal Villeneuve, 
R, C. Primate of Canada, to establish 
a provincial Catholic body to ex- 
amine and censor moving pictures 
in the province of Quebec and to 
take steps to provide films complying 
with strict moral standards, 

An already established Quebec 
Board of Moving Pictures Censors 
has worked fairly well for exhibitors 
for the past 12 years. Eugene 
Beaulac, chairman, is a former news- 
paperman, The new proposal is to 
act in support of the present board 
by means of a ‘Catholic cinema 
centre, directed by a priest and in- 
cluding as members the fathers and 
mothers of families, preminent civic 
leaders, etc.’ 

The duties of this body would be 
(1) to determine the value of various 
pictures; (2) to handle complaints in 
connection with the Provincial 
Censor Bureau when instances of 
laxity crop up; (3) to study the pic- 
ture question from all angles, re- 
ligious, moral and cultural, for the 
purpose of joining with other 
Catholic action agencies for the gen- 
eral improvement of pictures. His 
Eminence adds that this organization 
might well be whipped into a power- 
ful, province-wide force modelled on 
the United States Legion of Decency. 

The Cardinal in his statement says 
that the proposed supervising body 
would insist on ‘morally sound’ pic- 
tures, establish a classification of all 
films coming to the province and 
seek from the Provincial Govern- 
ment laws complementary to present 
legislation to assure adequate con- 
trol of the industry in Quebec 
Province, 

The law is already pretty rigorous 
in this province, one of its most 
onerous provisions being the enact- 
ment which provides that no minor 
under the age of 16 can attend a 
moving picture theatre, even though 
in company of parents or guardians, 


MRS. BUTTERWORTH’S 
$16,000 SETTLEMENT 


Suit to collect insurance on jew- 
elry stolen four years ago from 
Ethel (Mrs. Charles) Butterworth in 
a Hollywood holdup has just been 
settled after much litigation and five 
appeals. Mrs. Butterworth received 
$16,000 in cash as settlement of her 
claim. She previously refused jew- 
elry offered her by the insurance 
company as settlement, claiming it 
was inferior to her own. 

Suit had considerable legal inter- 
est as it set a precedent for insur- 
ance companies which cannot sub- 
stitute for stolen jewelry if policy 
holder does not wish it. 


220 Strawhat Testees 
Cut to 60; Need Only 12 


List of 220 actors and actresses 
recommended by scouts, after view- 
ing their work in strawhat sock 
companies during the past summer, 
has been trimmed to 60 by Metro. 
Not all of those originally inter- 
viewed or tested were new faces, 
some of them having Broadway eps. 

Talent department at Metro ex- 

















narrowed down to 12 within the 
fortnight, with nearly that many 


Coast for final word. 





a tests to be submitted to the 
} 


Soph’s Biog 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Sophie Tucker is to have her life 
| bioged in a book by Jack Yellen, 
| which will come out next summer. 

Actress is digging up data from 
the time she started as a coon shout- 
er. Art embellishments will be 
, poses with royalty and other titled 
English friends. 
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NLRB Given Statistics on Millions 
Of Feet of Film and Total Production 


Expenditures; Jurisdictional. Fight 


ate 


Holiywood, Oct. 5. 


The huge consumption of film in 
Hollywood was disclosed by Edward 
Blackburn, vice president of Jules 
Brulatour, Inc., exclusive agent on 
the Coast for Eastman Kodak Co., 
at a hearing before the National 
Labor Relations Board. The figures 
were brought out to prove that film 
companies are engaged in interstate 
commerce, Other enormous expendi- 
tures for out-of-state purchases by 
the picture companies was also 
divulged. 

Blackburn said that the studios 
got a special price but that no con- 
tracts were signed either way. He 
testified that the weekly consump- 
tion of film is now 8,000,000 feet and 
that the high for any week was 
12,000,000 feet. The average con- 
sumption is about 4,000,000 feet) 
weekly. 

Top purchaser for the year was 
Metro with approximately 10,000,000 
feet of negative film and 155,000,000 
feet of positive film bought. An ad- 
ditional 7,500,000 feet of Canadian 
film is also bought. 


Although objections were entered 
after each item of purchase by the 





attorneys for the producers and 
screen writers, they were overruled 
by the examiner, Another day will 
be devoted to the expenditures and 
then the writers and studio execs 
will be summoned to ascertain the 
status of a screen writer. 
MG’s $33,000,000 Year 

Drive by the NLRB to strengthen 
its claim to jurisdiction over film 
workers through the introduction of 
income and expenditure of the com- 





panies started with the disclosure 
that Metro spent ‘approximately 
$33,000,000’ on film production dur- 
ing the last fiscal year. Figures were 
given by Nicholas Nayfack, Metro 
executive, after attorneys for the 
producers had fought vainly in an 
effort to block such testimony. 


Objections were overruled by Ex- 
aminer William R. Ringer, who said 
they might be used by the board in 
its effort to show the film companies 
are engaged in interstate business. 
Milton H. Schwartz, counsel for 
Metro, and Walter Tuller, attorney 
for Paramount, claimed such testi- 
mony embodied ‘trade secrets’ and 
had no direct or indirect bearing on 
commerce. Alfred Wright, attorney 
for 20th-Fox, concurred in the ob- 
jections. 

Nayfack said there was no way to 
determine the gross income of Metro 
because all funds for production 
were supplied by Loew’s, Inc., of 
New York. Walsh indicated an effort 
would be made to secure these 
figures from other Metro executives 
or from Loew’s, Inc. 


Percy R. Guth, auditor for Walter 
Wanger, testified the company spent 
$3,500,000 on film production last 
year, and additional $333,000 for 
scenarists, and received $703,000 
gross income in percentages from 
United Artists, which releases 
Wanger productions. He said al! 
equipment and studio space is rented 
from United Artists Studio Corp. 

Guth testified Wanger made six 
full-length features during that 
period and no shorts. He said only 





GRINDE’S U FEATURE 
GLORIFYING GRINDERS 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Nick Grinde, recently returned 
from China, where he eyewitnessed 
the work of newsreel cameramen on 
the war front, has been picked to 
direct Republic’s film heroizing the 
grinders. 

Script has been completed by 
Wellyn Totman and picture goes 
into production tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) with Armand Schaefer in the 
producer spot. Tag, ‘Crashing the 
Front Page,’ has been abandoned and 
the studio is looking for a new title. 


USC Team, Boy 
Scouts Go SAG 
For Pix Work 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Claim was that Guild shop ar- 
rangement doesn’t keep amateurs out 
of extra ranks, and was no pro- 
tection for pros, last week saw 
U.S.C. football team and rooting 


section take out Guild cards so they 
could work in pix. A L. A. Boy 
Scout troop did the same for an 
appearance in Tex Ritter film at 
Grand National. 


While Guild sanctions these tem- 
porary memberships under current 
setup, opposish in extra ranks feels 
these calls belonged to pros, and 
that gridders or boy scouts can be 
gotten out of Central Casting regis- 
tration lists as well as any other 
type players. 

Recent membership meeting did 
little to assuage feelings of revolters 
within extras’ ranks. Many were 
heard to state that same steamroller 
methods had been used as in Senior 
Guild meetings last May, and no 
progress had been made. Guild 
heads outlined gains made by them, 
but many extras felt they had been 
arbitrary about recognizing or re- 
fusing to recognize those who 
wanted floor. 


One extra, after the meeting, 
stated, “They're evading the issue. 
The question is seeing to it that 
work is more evenly divided; 10% 
raises don’t mean a thing if you 
only work a day a month. It’s just 
as easy to starve on a $8.25 check 
as on a $7.50 one.’ 

IATSE officials who had no sym- 
pathy with this element during SAG 
settlement last spring are now giving 
extras all attention since SAG gave 
IATSE the brushoff. 


Ready Made Pic Tes's 








two of the pictures had been re-| 
leased when the figures were com- | 


piled. 
Paid When They Work 
Wanger executive said no writers 


are now employed by his company. | 


that two still are under contract 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


| Fred Newmeyer has signed with 





Screen Tests, Inc., to direct all tests 
for the company. 


Outfit was organized by J. Henry 


,| Kruse, cameraman, as a service to 


but that they are paid only when! casting offices and agents. 


(Continued on page 23) 


JOE LOUIS FILM 


Colered Champien Cuaranteed 
fer His End 











M. B. Shanberg, 
chain owner in the midwest, 
behind the Edwin S, Shanberg 
(brother)-Lew Golder venture in 
connection with an autobiographical 
film of Joe Louis’ life, with the col- 
ored fighter starred, Primed for the 
Dixie housé<s, 
general salcs manager. 

It will be a seven-reeler, storv 
and cast being lined up in Hollywood 
now for start within three weeks, 

Louis gets a ‘percentage; 


is 


guaranteed $10,000 for the film chore | 


| 
' 


| 
' 


16G | 


. 


former theatre | 


|: 


Martin Finkelstein the}. 





he is! 


against the cut. | 





Incorporations 





CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, 
(.orden-Rectoe Theatres, anc., bL. A.; 
fal sioel, $25,000, none subs scribed, 
Directors: David Gordon, D, Rector, L. 
Kecior, Harold Glass, 


Certificate 
nane of Hallam Cooley Agency, L. A, 
county, to Hallam Cooley Agency, Ine., 
und Ss. George Ullman, 

\slventure Serials ef California; motion 
picture production; capital stock, 2,500 
hi: ny ‘ e $10; permitted to issue 560 
i ‘ rectors: Robert Mintz, Louis 
ne ry ‘e j A Ww e 


of amended copy changing 


iss. 


OHIO 
Canton. 
MehKinley Theatres, Ine., has been in- 
ceorporeled at Celumbus, to operate a 


fa) ex tre at Niles The concern has been 
w inied permission to issue $50,000 worth 
mek, Incorperatiors: George Delis, 


Gi. Constant, 


both of Steubenville, and 
Angelo 


Alex, of East Liverpool. 





Anyway It Makes Good 
Bally Stunt for ‘Zenda’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Hollywood and Culver City cham- 
bers of commerce will bury the 
hatchet in 
Chinese theatre here as ballyhoo for 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ film opening ar- 
ranged by Russ Birdwell. 


Stunt is the outgrowth of much 
front page publicity over Culver 
City’s threat to usurp the name of 
Hollywood. 


FOX THEATRES 
SHOW $39,575,297 
RED—RECVR 


Fox Theatres Corp. is in the red 
for a total of $39,575,297, according 
to a financial statement filed in Fed- 
eral Court, N. Y., yesterday (Tues- 
day) by Milton C. Weisman, receiver 
for the corporation. Since going 
into the receiver’s hands, in 1932, 
claims totaling $28,284,741 have been 
settled for $5,838,858, according to 
the report. Claims still pending 
amount to $6,948,623. 

The receiver places a book value 
of $4,561,281 on the Corp.’s present 
assets and liabilities at $7,022,979. 
For the period covering Dec. 31, 1936, 
to June 30, 1937, the corporation sus- 
tained a net loss of $13,249. The 
report states that cash on hand as 
of June 30 amounted to $541,747. 

Weisman, also revealed that the 
total book value of assets of the cor- 
poration since he was appointed re- 
ceiver amounted to $17.182,877, which 
were disposed of for $3,233,984, for 
a loss of $13,948,892. 


Radio Press Agent 
Taplinger Heads 
WB Coast Publicity 


Robert S. Taplinger, N. Y. radio 
p.a., takes over the complete west- 
ern publicity setup of Warner Bros. 
and all subsids, in a freak three-way 
job of films, radio and music pub- 
licity on Nov. 1. He replaces Eddie 
Selzer, who has been moved’ up to 
a production berth. 

Deal made by Jack Warner an-i 




















S. Charles Einfeld, before former 
sailed for Europe last week, calls 
for exclusive use of the Taplinger 
name as well as hig services. Re- 
ported that WB paid specially to 
take name of firm which has been 
sold for $22,000 to Tom Fizdale, Chi- 
cago radio publicist, formerly asso- 
ciated with Earle Ferris. 

Newly created job will have Tap- 
linger working in close association 
with studio head Hal Wallis and 
national director of advertising and 
publicity, Einfeld. He will head- 
quarter in Hollywood. Einfeld is 
currently en route to the Coast. 

Einfeld has been commuting be- 
tween both coasts and this time plans 
an extended stay west to 0.0. the 
new WB product and also to set up 
a new pub dept. at the Burbank 
studio when he gets in tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 

Preparatory to the shakeup, Frank 
Selzer has been, promoted to pro- 
duction under Bryan Foy. Selzer is 
from the east as is Arthur W. Eddy 
(ex-Film Daily, N. Y.), who is slated 
for studio publicity berth on trade 
contacts. Eddy leaves by motor for 
the Coast next week. He was 12 
years on the trade daily. 





Warners Mulls Book On 
Behind-Radio-Scenes 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Werner Bros. has taken picture 
rights on Morrie Lowell's book on 
behind the scenes in radio, and plans 
to make a short from it, usine ‘Hit 
Parade,’ WLS Barn Dance, and NBC 

Farm and Home Hour as talent. 
Lowell is an NBC produccr here. 


ENCORE FOR ‘ARSENE’ 
Hollywood,. Oct. 5. 
James K. McGuinness has been 
assigned at Metro to polish up the 
script of ‘The Return of Arsene 
Lupin,’ which has been in the --~‘h- 








balls for several months. 
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Tom Cochrane, Par’s Manager In 
Orient for 17 Years, Back in U. S. 
On Visit; Reviews Sino-Jap Pix Biz 





PIX STILL HUDDLING 
ON DALLAS DECISION 


After several hours of discussion 
Monday (4) at the Hays office, legal 
representatives from majors reached 
no decision on what to do regarding 
the adverse court decision at Dallas 
against the Interstate Circuit and 10 
major producers-distributors. A 
wide divergence of opinion marked 
the confab as to what concerted 
move should be taken in seeking re- 
lief from the opinion. Major attor- 
neys will meet again tomorrow 
(Thurs.) in an effort to reach some 
decision. 

Plenty of time is available in 
which to map a new course of action 
because up until yesterday (Tues.) 
afternoon the decree had not even 
been entered. Production-distribu- 
tion companies will have about 60 
days from date the decree is en- 
tered to make an appeal along the 
several lines open to follow. 











} 


Gillmore at AFL. | 


Conv. Will Stress |”: 
IA’s ‘Poaching’ 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Frank Gillmore Monday night (4) 
told a joint meeting of Equity and 
AFRA that he is going to the 
A. F. L. convention in Denver to in- 
vestigate reports that the IATSE is 
planning encroachment of jurisdic- 
tion of the Screen Actors Guild. 

Gillmore said, ‘I don’t think IA 
means to poach, and I use word 
poach advisedly, but I intend to look 
into these rumors.’ 


Sarnoff Says Tele 
Costs Will Be Quite 
Staggering at First 


While David Sarnoff, head of 
Radio Corp., following his visit to 
England, where he studied television 
developments, came out officially in 
favor of private enterprise rather 
than government subsidy taking care 
of U. S. television, the enormous cost 
of even two or three hours daily of 
television broadcasting continued to 
worry American experts in televiz- 
ing. Sarnoff. said that ‘in due time, 
we shall find practical answers to 
the practical problems that now be- 
set the difficult road of the pioneer 
in television.’ He also pointed out 
that the range of the RCA television 
transmitter on the Empire State 
building is approximately the same 
as that of the British Broadcasting 
Corp. in London. 

Aside from the competition with 
radio, television authorities now 
claim that the biggest handicap 
towards any regular schedule of 
televized broadcasts, if only on two 
or three hours daily, is the enormous 
cost of preparing and presenting a 
flawless program, including talent, 
precise direction, ete. There are 
some in the radio-television and pic- 








+ 





ture fields who believe that the use 
of dated feature films will prove the 
answer to the initial perfect tele- | 
vision sponsored programs. 

By employing feature films, out of 
circulation for four or more yesrs 
some in the two industries figure } 
they might be obtained at a cost of 
as low as $3,000. Figure that any- 
thing comparable to this would cos st | 
about 30 times that amount and then | 
might not prove satisfactory. Oiher- } 
wise, best authorities are inclined to | 
believe that early televized bros :- | 
casis will be of such makeshift e: 1. | 
ibre that they will be accepied only 
from the novelty angle. 





G-B Statement Thurs. | 


London, Oct. 5. 
Gaumont-British will 


release its | 
financial 





statement Thursday (7) 
next. 


By DAVE TREPP 
Seattle, Oct. 5. 
Uncertainty as to the future marks 
the film situation in the Orient, due 
to China-Japanese warfare, accord. 
ing to Tom D. Cochrane, for the past 
17 years manager for Paramount 


Pictures Corp. in Japan, China and 
Philippine Islands. Latest develop- 
ment that has the Americans dis. 
tribs about stymied is the ban 
against all importations of foreign 
films, effective at least until Jan, 1, 
and maybe longer. And from then 
on there are big gobs of doubt as 
to what will be what. 


Cochrane reached Seattle Thurs- 


| day evening on the President Grant, 


which carried some 450 passengers, 
one-third of whom were first class, 
these including about 60 refugee 
children and their mothers. Most 
are wives of Navy men, who stayed 
in the Orient. He left a few hours 
later on the Milwaukee for the east, 
and will report to the home offices 
in New York on the situation. 
Cochrane has been in Japan and 
the Orient on his last trip since May, 
He sailed from Tokyo on Sept. 19, 
and when he left there was consid- 
= furore among film distribu- 


He hadn’t hopped over to Shang- 
hai since the outbreaks there early 
in August. In fact it is difficult to 
make such a journey at this time. 

Jim Perkins, the Par manager for 
China, was in Hong Kong when the 
trouble broke out, and unlike many 
others, he was trying to get into 
Shanghai while others were getting 
out. His boat from Hong Kong to 
Shanghai was halted at the river 
and continued on to Tokyo. From 
there he boarded a French steamer, 
but at 4 a.m. was routed out, with 
the statement that only French na- 
tionals could travel on the ship. 
Later he managed to cross on a 
Japanese boat, safely to reach 
Shanghai and the missus. 


Situation confronting all American 
distributors is that stocks are never 
large, and while some product was 
rushed in prior to the earlier re- 
ports that imports would be cur- 
tailed, there is hardly enough to last 
until first of the year. Exhibs, 
among whom there are no Ameri- 
cans, in Japan, will depend more and 
more on Japanese-made pictures, 
There are from 20-30 companies 
making about 400 features a year, 
these centering in Tokyo and Kyoto. 
The Finance department has stopped 
money going out of the country, 
which further complicates things. 

Must Conserve Product 


The home office has asked the- 
atres to eliminate duals and triple 
bills, and now by necessity, due to 
none too plentiful product being 
available, is backing up this request. 

Business has been very good in 
Japan this year, with attendance 
large. In China business has been 
fair. Theatres were forced to close 
in Shanghai and later in Nanking, 
as well as some other key cities. 
There is no interference in the in- 
terior, but revenue from there is 
negligible, he says. 

Hong Kong, British. possession, is 
undisturbed, while Canton has been 
running shows, but outlook is dark 
there, 

From Manila Cochrane brought a 
bright picture, as ‘business is good 
at all times.’ Many refugees have 
swelled the population. F. C. Henry 
is manager in the Philippines for 
Par. He was recruited from the 
purser service of the Dollar Line for 
this job. J. W. Piper, Japan mana- 
Scv for Par, is in charge of the Par 
Cfiices in Tokyo during the absence 


| of Cochrane, who plans returning to 


sokyo cbout Dec. 20. His wife is 
now there, 
Dut'cs have been increased on film 
imperts, for in addition to the usual 
(Continued on page 15) 


‘Alcatraz’ Ok’d 


Submitting a print of ‘Alcatraz 
‘sl-nd’ to the Dept. of Justice before 
| setting release, Warners has been 








asked to make three eliminations of 
| Slight importance dealing with prison 
technicalities, but the title is okay. 
WB is spotting the pict re 
Strand, N. Y., Oct. 13. 


in the 











a oti ae at de i i 


ati 4 4 oe A Ob et ae a od 


ant Get Get eee A Ged petites eo Ok. 


,—_—s- 





et eet 6 aan &£ 





4. aan ee Oe 


MAwnm —«éi 





ews” ee . hewn 


tit i tin) ae eat Oe COU COU ee COC 


—S—= 4) Te Pre 





, 
_ 








Wednesday, October 6, 1937 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


7 
— 











Chi Much Better as Infantile Scare 


Wanes but ‘Souls’ Off, 286; Berle 


Hypos ‘Music, 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 

_ If it isn’t a championship fight, 
it’s a radio talk. But there’s always 
something. Last Friday night’s take 
was hurt considerably throughout 
the town by Justice Hugo Black’s 
defense speech over the air. With 
some 50,000,000 estimated to have 
lent an ear to Black’s appeal, Chi- 
cago certainly contributed its quota 
of listeners. 

However, despite that two-hour 
let-down the theatres here have no 
complaints currently excepting the 
Chicago where ‘Souls’ is away under 
hopes. Most.of ’em have a marquee 
loaded with high-powered boxoffice 
com2-on, and have little to fear 
about the final register mark for the 
week. Such houses as the Palace 
with Milton Berle, and the Oriental 
with ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ are 
pounding out cash returns in good 
fashion. 

With. the infantile paralysis ban 
finally completely off in this town, 
all theatres are zooming away on a 
real fall season, with the Balaban & 
Katz houses particularly splurging 
in ad space to exhort: ‘Come wn, 
kids. See all those swell pictures 
you've missed,’ This is having a 
healthful effect on the neighborhood 
houses particularly where business 
has been especially bad during the 
kid ban. 

Loop is still loaded with hold- 
overs, and Balaban & Katz is, still 
proceeding’ on a policy ‘of two- 
weekers even in the Chicago and 
Oriental for top bracket pictures. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Third house 
for this picture and still evidences 
business strensth from certain ele- 
ments. Around $6,000 in the offing, 
okav for the run. Last. week ‘Stella 
Dallas’ (UA) finished fine loop stay 
to $6.200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) and stage show. 
Alec Templeton headlining show. In 
for two weeks. picture indicates 
strength that will add up to only 
$28,000 for its initial session and 
shouldn’t- hold at this figure. Last 
week ‘Horizon’ (Col) concluded fort- 
night’s gallop to $29,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 35-55-65-75) 
— Certain Woman’ (WB). Moved 
here from Oriental and will hold to 
satisfactory $4.500 for the week. Last 
pone ‘Topper’ (MG) just filler at 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
— ‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) and 
vaude. Another femme picture, 
making it the third straight for the 
house. This figures as okay booking, 
since the house had lost much 
femme patronage under former 
policy. - Again -a -b.o. winner at 
$28.000. Last week ‘Certain Woman’ 
(WB) tucked away a neat $30,000 
with plenty of aid on stage from 
Civde McCov and Earl Hines bands. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 

—Music for Madame’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Picture means _ nothing, 
strength almost entirely on _ stage 
headed by Milton Berle.. Wicket 
whirls into high coin currently for 
a satisfactory $27,000. Last week ‘100 
Men’ (U) finished two-weeker to 
fine $20,000. 
- Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
73)—Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d wk). Still 
okay with prospects of $13,000. Last 
week it exceeded highly pleasant 
$19.000. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700: 25-35- 
40-55) — ‘Marry Girl’ (WB) and 
vaude. Consistent winner and the 
fluctuations at the register are less 
than any other house ‘in loop. At 
better than $13,000 has a profit cur- 
rently. Last week ‘Sing and Be 
Havpy’ (20th) in b.o. tune at $13,300. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—Big City’ (MG). Sched- 
uled to quit some time this week to 
make room for ‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MG). Hasn’t done much to get 
excited about. doing an okay $15,000 
last week and scheduled for a good 


enough $9,500 for its final seven 
days. 


BROOKLYN BIZ FAIR 


‘Dead End’ Lively with $16,000, 
‘Double’ Dual Nice $13,500 











Brooklyn, Oct. 5. 

Only one house in the downtown 
area holding over this week, Fabian’s 
Par with ‘Double or Nothing’ to good 
results, Weather in City of Churches 
as gotten cold with resultant spurt 
at all of principal -b.o.’s including 
Loew's Met where ‘Dead End’ is 
Click at all shows. 

Estimates for This Week 
woe (2,500; 25-35-55)—"Make a 
fd (RKO) and ‘Forty Naughty 

tls’ (RKO). Dualers will snare 
Peasant $14,000. Last week ‘Thin 

* ‘'<0th) and ‘Flight from Glory’ 

“SO) (2nd week) got okay $14,000. 
_ Fox (4,000; 25-25-55)—‘Outlaws of 
ira, 2e@ent’ (Col) and ‘Footloose 
ress’ (WB) figured for satisfac- 
apf $13,000. Last week ‘13th Man’ 
way 22d ‘Wine, Women and Horses’ 
t, received nice $14,000. 

“et (2,400; 25-35-55)—"Dead End’ 


ZIG, ‘Wife, Dr.” 286 


a 
i 





(UA) and ‘My Dear Miss Aldrich’ 
(MG). Destined for good $16,000. 
Last week ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) 
and ‘Man Who Cried Wolf’ (U) got 
good’ $15,500. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and ‘On 
Such a Night’ (Par) (2nd week) will 
get attractive $13,500. Last week 
dualers pulled in $17,500, peachy. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55 )—On 
Again-Off Again’ (RKO) and ‘For- 
lorn River’ (Par) look to passable 
$5,000. Last week ‘Borneo’ (20th) 
and ‘Game that Kills’ (Col) got fine 
$8,000. 


Double's’ $11,000 
Great for Denver: 


Stella’ Fair 96 





Denver, Oct. 5. ° 

‘Double or Nothing’ broke house 
record for Sundays at Denham with 
holdouts from noon to 10 p. m, 
Crowds pushed their way in Satur- 
day also. Film will be Crosby’s big- 
gest Denver gross and holds for sec- 
ond. 

‘Stella Dallas’ turned in a so-so 
week at the Denver, but will be 
taken to the Aladdin for a second 
week, where it should pack the 
house. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB), following a 
week at the Denver, good $3,000. 
Last week ‘King Solomon’s Mines’ 
(GB) was good at $3,500, registering 
a holdout Sunday night. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA), 2d week 
here, following a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, good $2,500. 
Last week ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) 
did a nice $4,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—Double or Nothing’ (Par). Do- 
ing great $11,000. Last week ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome’ (Par) was tops 
at $7,500, and was held an extra two 
days. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Weeping an 
okay $9,000 into the till. Last week 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB) was weak at 
$5,000 on five days and was pulled 
and taken to the Aladdin. 

Orpheum (2,600; 25-35-40) — 
‘Madame X’ (MG) .and’ ‘Music for 
Madame’ (RKO). Struck a fairish 
note at $6,000. Last week ‘Life of 
the Party’ (RKO) and ‘London by 
Night’ (MG) hit along to a nice 
$7,250. 

Paramount (2,000; 
Quentin’ 
(FN), dualing to a good $3,000. Last 
week ‘Confession’ (FN) and ‘Think 
Fast. Mr. Moto’ (20th) did a good 
$3,000. 


‘VOCUES’ $12,000 MONT'L 
LEADER; ‘100 MEN’ 106 


Montreal, Oct. 5. 

The big hit here is Deanna Durbin 
at Loew’s. where ‘100 Men and a 
Girl’ grossed close to $14,000 last 
week, and on repeat currently looks 
like nearly topping the town again, 
with a further $10,000. Probable top- 
notcher will be ‘Vogues of 1933, 
a little higher than Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘Vogues 
of 1938’ (UA). Big week-end biz 
points to excellent $12,000, gross. Last 
week’s h.o., ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
made a nice $7,000. ‘ 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘Big 
City’ (MG) and ‘Blonde Trouble’ 
(WB). Good going Sat. and Sun. 
looks like a good $9,000. Last week, 
‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ (MG) 
very good $10,000. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50) — 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) and ‘Re- 
ported Missing’ (U) (2nd week). 
Still packing ‘em in and good for 
excellent $10,000 after near-record 
$14,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50) — ‘Mr. 
Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB) and 
‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col) should make 
average $6,500, good, Last week, 
‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and ‘The Big 
Shot’ (WB), $6,000, good. f 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) — ‘La Porte du Large. 
This is doing nicely and should gross 
2300. Last week's third h.o. of 
‘Jeanne’ did a fair $1.500. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300; 34) 
—‘A Nous Deux, Madame La Vie 
and ‘Un Mauvais Garcon.’ Another 
good week gross. $5,000. Last week, 
good $5,000 on ‘Cinderella’ and ‘An- 
tonia, Roman Hongrois.’ 








25-40)—‘San |, 
(FN) and ‘Talent Scout’ 





Maschwitz’s M-G Deal 


London, Sept. 26. 

Eric Maschwitz’s contract as a 
writer with Metro is for three years, 
to work six months per year. It calls 
for $1,250 per week for the first year, 
$1,500 for the second and $1,750 for 
the third, 

Other six months of each year the 
ex-British Broadcasting Corp. vaude- 
ville chief, can either loaf or write 
plays and musicals. 


TCE-HALL TOP 
DETROIT, $32,000 


; Detroit, Oct. 5. 

Big grid frays, plus several hold- 
overs, holding biz down currently, 
but not too bad. 

Town’s surefire attraction is ‘Thin 
Ice,’ plus Wendell Hall on stage, at 
the Fox. ‘Double or Nothing,’ bal- 
lyed on statewide ether hookup, get- 
ting good play at Michigan, while 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ moves to Adams 
for beaucoup second session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
100 Men and Girl’ (U) (2d wee'x) 
plus ‘Lady Fights Back’ (U), dual. 
Durbin opus moved here aiter n'ce 
session at Fox; figures to grab nifty 
$8,000 this stanza. Last wee’ ‘Hap- 
pened in Hollywood’ (Col) and 
‘League of Frightened Men’ (Col) 
around normal, $5.300. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) with Wendell Hall 
topping vaude. Easy winner at wal- 
loping $32,000. Fine $26,500 last 
stanza on ‘100 Men’ (U) with Jack 
LaRue, Vince Barnett on stage. 

Madison (UD) (2,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Stella. Dallas’ (UA) (3d week). 
Holding on for good $6,500 on third 
stanza, following big sessions of 
$13,000 and $8,500. Figures to pull 
out. Thursday (7) at nifty profit 
following longest run house has had 
in moons. 

Michigan (UD) (4,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) with stage 
show. Crosby-Raye flicker ballyed 
extensively on city and statewide 
ether setup, and should get around 
$28,000, nice but not up to expecta- 
tions. Last stanza $19,500, on 
‘Vogues’ (UA) plus Tommy. Farr 
topping stage show, disappointing. 

Palms-State (UD) (3.000; 25-40)— 
‘Bad Guy’ (MG) and ‘Such a Night’ 
(Par), dual. Things settle down a 
bit here, to good $9,000, following an 
amazing session of $13,400 last week 
on ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (3d week), 
plus ‘Slim’ (WB), ‘Souls’ being 
moved here after two hefty sessions 
at UA. ; 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 30-40- 
65)—‘Dead End’ (UA) (2d week). 
Figures to grab around $9,000, good, 
following big $14,000 last session, but 
stiff competish probably forbids 
third week. 


‘STELLA’S’ $7,500 TOP 
GROSS IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Oct. 5. 

Double feature pix may be headed 
on their way out in the West Coast. 
Public suspicion exists that duals are 
N.G., whereas single shooting is 
strong stuff. This week Parker's 
Broadway single shot ‘Stella Dallas’ 
and it’s answering to exploitation in 
a big way. 

Double featuring hasn’t helped the 
Orpheum, which has changed bills 
so fast in the last two weeks no one 
can keep track of what’s on. Half 
a dozen floppo pix visited the Orph, 
which is making a come-back with 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Broaglway. (Parker) (2,000: 30-55) 
—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) answering to 
heavy exovloitation camnaign for big 
$7.500. Last week ‘San Ouvuentin’ 
(WB) and ‘Michael O'Halloran’ 
barely kept up to average standard 
of $5,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 30-55) — ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) 
and ‘Four Naughty Girls’ (RKO), 
fair $2,000. Last week ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th) and ‘On Such a Night’ (Par). 
(third week) closed for successful 
$3,000, following two big weeks at 
the Paramount. 

















Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.000: 30-55)—‘Wife, Doctor and 
Nurse’ (20th) and ‘It’s All Yours’ 


(Col), a good break after a run of 
flops, okay $6,000. Last week ‘Life 
of the Party’ (RKO) and ‘Chan on 
Broadway’ (20th), floppo, four days 
only, $5,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000: 30-55)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(2d week) and ‘Counsel for Crime’ 
(Col), good $5,000. Last week ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘The Coronation’ 
(20th) connected for a winning week 
in this house, good $7,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 30- 
55)-—'Madame X’ (MG) and ‘Love Is 
in the Air’ (FN), $3,500, poor.. Last 
week ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) 
closed a good second week at $4,800. 
First week big $8,300. 


3d Week $40,000, 


Holdovers Lead Bway; ‘100 Men’ 
Horizon’ 2d, 706, 


‘High, Wide’ 2d $38,000 Goes 3d Lap 





Volume of business for downtown 
New York takes a marked drop this 
week, due partly to the fact that no 
new pictures of any moment came in 
to compete with the holdovers. Lat- 
ter are getting the lion’s share of 
attendance. The week-end brought 
a strong Saturday’s play for leading 
attractions, but on Sunday the gross 
suffered severely by comparison, due 
no doubt to the fact that on Sunday 


(3) the air, with many film names 
broadcasting, iurnished dangerous 
competition. 


Of the holdovers, ‘100 Men and a 
Girl’ and ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ are the strongest, followed by 
‘Lost Horizon,’ somewhat disappoint- 
ing at the Music Hall and ‘Good 
Earth’ which is holding up satisfac- 
torily, but not sensationally at the 
Capitol. ‘100 Men’ is churning to a 
frothy $40,000 on this, its final-third, 
week at the Roxy, bringing total for 
21-day run to around $106,000. ‘High, 
Wide’ at the Par, aided by the Yacht 
Club Boys and the Hudson-deLange 
orchestra, is powerful enough at 
$38,000 on its second week ending 
last night (Tues.) to, go a third. 

‘Horizon’ looks this side of $70,000 
on its second (final) week at the 
Music Hall, okay, but under hopes, 
while ‘Earth’ is figured good enough 
at $30,000 this week (2d) to go a 
third. Another holdie is ‘Something 
to Sing About,’ which yesterday 
(Tues.) went into its third stanza 
at the Globe. It held firmly on its 


‘Zenda’ Dives To 
$6,500, but Stil 
Okay in Seattle 


Seattle, Oct 5. 

Normalcy returning since close of 
Puyallup fair, which drew over. 250,- 
000 through turnstiles. Fall biz hit- 
ting nice level.. Fall weather, with 
‘some rains, a help, too. 

Fifth Avenue. has big campaign 
for opening week of ‘100 Men and 


Girl’; Paramount roars into second 
‘coke week with ‘Zenda,’ Liberty is 
getting along with ‘Horizon’ into 
fourth week, on top of two big weeks 
at its roadshowing at Metropolitan, 
and Music Box is happy with fourth 
week of ‘Thin Ice.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27)—‘Windjammer’ (RKO) and 
‘Dance, Charlie, Dance’ (FN) dual, 
$2,500. Last week ‘King Solomon’s 
Mines’ (GB) and ‘Public Wedding’ 
(WB) dual, fair $2,300. 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Saratoga’ (MGM) 
and ‘Wild Money’ (Par) dual, $3,300, 
good. Last week ‘Captains Coura- 
geous’ (MGM) and ‘Married Before 
Breakfast’ (MGM) dual, five days, 
$2,900, good; split with ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA) and ‘Born Reck- 
less’ (20th) dual, for oke $4,100 week. 


Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— 
‘Three Legionnaires’ (Gen) and 
‘Shadow Strikes Again’ (GN) dual, 
steady pace at $2,500, Last week ‘Sea 
Racketeers’ (Rep) and ‘Blazing 
Sixes’ (WB) dual. $2,400, okay. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2.700; 32-37-42)—‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ (U) and ‘My Dear Mr. 
Aldrich’ (MGM) dual, $9,500. Last 
week ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Bad 
Guy’ (MGM) dual, $5,100, no dice. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42 )— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) singleton, fourth 
week, $5.000. Last week, same film, 
bis $7,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42) —Thin Ice’ (20th) and 
‘One Mile from Heaven’ (20th) dual, 
4th week, $3,000. 
films, $4,300, big. 

Orvheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.700: 32-37-42)—“Love Under Fire’ 
(20th) and ‘Mr. Dodd Takes Air’ 
(FN) dual, $6,500. Last week ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO) and ‘Confession’ (FN) 
dual, $4,800, bad. 








Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37)—‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep) and 
vaude. $3,500. Last week ‘Small 


Town Boy’ (Rev) with Bowes vaude 
unit, great $6,000. 

Paramount (H°mrick-Evercreen) 
(3.106; 32-37-42 )—‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
(UA) singleton, 2nd week. $6,500. 
Last week, same film, $12.800. great. 

Rooczevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘Marry the Girl’ 
(WB) dual, $2,600. Last week ‘Ex- 
clusive’ (Par). terrible, pulled after 








four days, $1,100. 











Last week, same | 





second week to around $8,000 and 
thus will show more profit that week 
than on its first. Others that remain 
are ‘Zola,’ which last week (7) was 
around $17,000, good, and ‘Firefly’ 
last week (4th) under $7,000. Latter 
is ready to scram shortly but up to 
yesterday (Tues.) no date was set. 
{t has been a weak two-bucker. 

The new pictures and their grosses 
are ‘Back in Circulation,’ only 
around $15,000, mild, at the Strand: 
‘Life of the Party,’ a dull $14,000 
at the Riv, and gets only one week 
here; ‘Sophie Lang Goes West,’ about 
$6,000, poor, at the Criterion; ‘Sea 
Racketeers’ probably no more than 
mo‘erate $7,000 for the Central: and 
‘It Happened in Hollywood’ about 
$7,500 at the Rialto. All of these 
don’t total to much more than ‘100 
Men’ will do on its third week at 
the Roxy, proving among other 
eines that the public knows where 
Oo go. 

The State, consistent gross per- 
former, looks to around $25,000 this 
week with ‘Broadway Melody’ and 
the Fletcher Henderson orchestra, 
good. 

Estimates for This Week 


' Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
Firefly’ (MG) (5th week). Last week 
(4th) under $7,000 and soon to 
blow. ‘Hurricane’ (UA) being rushed 
for opening here on a twice-daily 
basis. 

, Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
Good Earth’ (MG) (2d week). 
Climbed to beyond $40,000 last week 
(Ist) and is holding up well cur- 
rently, looking $30,000. Goes third 
week, with ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) 
instead of ‘Madame X’ (MG) to fol- 
low. Possible latter may be shifted 
.9 another house, 

Central (1,000: 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99 )—‘Sea Racketeers’ (Rep). Not 
made of the right stuff, probably no 
more than $7,000, mild. Last week, 
‘Love Takes Flight’ (GN) no better 
than this figure. 

Criterion (1.662; 25-40-55 )—Sophie 
Lang Goes West’ (Par). Arousing 
only. lesser interest, about $6,000, 
poor. Last week, ‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par), (reissue), $5,000. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) (3d 
week). On its second week around 
$8,000, better profit than first, and 
started third lap yesterday (Tues.), 
Though it will turn a profit on the 
21-day run, Cagney musical is, how- 
ever, considerable of a disappoint- 
ment here. 

Hollywood (1.454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Zola’ (WB) (8th week). Still 
doing a nice business, last weck 
(7th) around $17:000. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—"Thin Ice’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Annapolis 
Salute’ (RKO) (Ist run). Henie- 
Power musical responsible for bulk 
of business this week, perhaps $11,- 
000. Last week’s doubleton, ‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Hide- 
away’ (RKO) (ist run). $10,000, 

Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85-99 )— 
‘High, Wide’ (Par) and in pit, Hud- 
son-deLange orchestra. with Yacht 
Club Boys. A picture that did badly 
on a $2 run but aided here by pol- 
icy and Yacht Clubbers is able to 
brar pbout smart business; first week 
$49.000. and second week, ending last 
nivht (Tues.) $38,000, very good, with 
another seven days to go. ‘Souls at 
Sea’ (Par) next. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Horizon’ (Col) and 
stage show (2d week). More had 
been exvected of this one, last week 
(Ist) $87,000, ond this week (2d- 
final) stanza. not over $70,000. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—It Hap- 
nened in Hollywood’ (Col). Expect- 
ing around $7,500, oke. Last week, 
‘Outlaws of Orient’ (Col) and ‘Car- 
nival of Champs,’ fight compilation, 


| $7,500. 


Rivoli (2.099: 95-55-75-85-99 )—Life 
of Party’ (RKO). Disanpointer ed 
vrobably not any better than $14,- 
900, getting onlv one week here. 
House brin“’s in ‘Wife, Dr. and Nurse’ 
(20th) Saturday (9). Last week, 
‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) did the the- 
atre dirt. only around $8,000. ‘t 
went on extra three days, on that 
sottine but $2,500. 

Rexv (5,836: 25-45-55-75)—‘'00 
Men’ (U) and strse show (3d wee'). 
Too bod U hasn’t got more like this 
ene, final (3d) week being a fine 
$40.000 after $50,000 lest week (2d) 
ond $86,500 the initial seven days. 
Whew! ‘Life Bevrins at College’ 
(2%h) in Friday (8). 

Strend (2.767: 25-55-75)—‘Back in 
Circulation’ (WB). This ore will 
have to go some to ton a mild %15 000 
but house may hold it a second vr>°k 
anvway. Final three davs on third 
veo of ‘Certain Woman’ (WB) a 
little better than $2000, -fter a soc- 
ond werk of less than $14.000, dis- 
arnnvintinre, 

Stats (% 450: 25-55-75 )—R'wov Mel- 
aay’ (MG) (2d rim) ard Fietcher 
Hertvereon orchestrs, An pverarte 
week of around $25.090, oor, is in 
nraspect. In ahead. ‘Vowre’ JA) 
(9d rvn) and vaude headed hv Frric 
Ma@risuera orchestra and Bert 
Frohman, about $28,000. 
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Ready to Call Pulmotor Squad ™ 
L.A.; Horizon’ $34,000, 2 Houses Only 
Hit, Vogues’ Sad 19!46, Par's Dive 
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Los Angeles, Oct. 5. | Mary Anderson piled ’em in over the 


Something has greased the skids 
and the toboggan slide that started 
a week ago continues with little re- 
sistance. Biz has dropped to point 
where managers are really becoming 
alarmed: and when 11 regular first 
run houses are unable to pile up a 
combined take of better than $75,500 
feeling all around is there’s reason 
for plenty worry. 

Five Fox West Coast first runs, 
will be lucky if they hit $29,000, 
averaze of less than $6,000 each. 

Only bright spots in town are the 
RKO and Pantages where ‘Lost 
Horizon’ is: day-dating for its first 
local run following extended road- 
show engagement at the Four Star 
few months ago. Combined take at 
the two houses should hit $34,000, 
very big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Certhay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 55- 


83-1.10-1.65) —*‘Zola’ (WB) (4th 
week). Biz away off in keeping with 
rest of the town, and two more 


weeks should probably see windup. 
Third stanza disappointing $7,800. 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75 )—Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Borneo’ 
(20th) dual. Headed for another 
nosedive, as indicated by poor $9,700. 
Last week ‘Willie Winkie’ (20th) and 


‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG), $7,300, omit 
flowers. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40- 
55-65) — ‘Confession’ (FN) and 
‘Dance, Charlie’ (FN) dual. Kay 


Francis’ downtown draw a little bet- 
ter than at the day-dater (Holly- 
wood) so probable $1,500, which oke. 
Last week ‘Dead End’ (UA) and 
‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB), held fairly 


strong on second week for satis- 
factory $7 500. 
Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 


‘King Solomon.’ From hunger for a 
second week, since reverting back to 
original policy of extended runs, 
only the runs aren’t being extended. 
This week house will be lucky to hit 
$1,900, plenty brutal. Last week, 
‘Girl Said No’ (GN), $1,500, worse. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Confession’ (FN) and ‘Dance, 
Charlie’ (FN). Hollywood not too 
hot for this one so maybe will finish 
at $7,300. Last week, second stanza 
of ‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Footloose 
Heiress’ (WB). Very good $7,000. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—"Windjammer’ (RKQ) and ‘An- 
napolis Saluate’ (RKO) dual and 
vaudeville. House has a first run 
currently. but it doesn’t mean a 
thing at b.o., as weak $6,000 attests. 
Last week, second runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Cold and ‘Game That 
Kills’ (Col) dual. Started consider- 
rp | weaker than at the RKO, where 
is day-dating but trade built as week 
progressed, and with a preview 
thrown in Monday should finish to 
big $15,000. Last week, foun -day 
third week for ‘100 Men and Girl’ 
(U) and ‘Man In Blue’ (U), very 
excellent $4,400. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Danger, Love at Work’ 
(20th) and ‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) 
dual and stage show. Combination 
of a 20th-Fox pic with Par revival 
isn’t meaning a thing and house 
looks headed for a new low cur- 
rently, brutal $12,000 best in sight. 


Last week, ‘Something to Sing 
About’ (GN) brodied for poor 
$13.300. 

REO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Horizon’ 


(Col) and ‘Game That Kills’ (Col) 
dual. First showing at regular 
prices bringing smasia $19,000. Last 
week (4 days of third week) ‘100 
Men’ (U) and ‘Man In Blue’ (U), 
okay $4,600. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55-75) —Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Borneo’ 
(20th) dual. Plenty of red ink in 
sight for this stanza with ‘Vogues’ 
failing to hit as expected, so looks 
like brutal $9,600. Last week, 
‘Willie Winkie’ (20th) and ‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG), dismal $11,300. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55 )—‘Willie Winkie’ (20th) and 
‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG) dual. Moveover 
of this brace isn’t helping the ex- 
chequer any and at $3,000 there will 
be plenty of wailing. Last week, 
‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘Mile From 
Heaven’ (20th) on moveover pretty 
terrible at $3,100. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55-65) 
— ‘Willie Winkie’ (20th) and ‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG) dual. If this pair 
brings over $3,500 everybody will be 
surprised. Last week. ‘Big City’ 
(MG) and ‘Mile From Heaven’ 
(20th), so-so at $5,000. 


TOLA’S’ $8,500 TOPS 
"EM ALL IN LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, Oct. 5. 
Cream of the pic crop has landed 
this week at the Strand and Mary 
Anderson. ‘Life Begins at College,’ 
plus ‘Chan on Broadway’ combined 
to pull the best biz of the year at 
the Strand, and ‘Emile Zola’ at the 


week-end, with a holdover a virtual 
certainty. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
1500; 15-33-40)—‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse 
| (20th) and ‘Hot Water’ (20th), dual, 
doing $2,400, which is good, after | 
| big seven-day stanza at Rialto. ‘Dou- | 
| ble or Nothing’ (Par) and ‘She’s No 
|Lady’ (Par), rang up $2,600 last 
| week, okay. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 

‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) and 

‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB), dual, fair | 
$2,300. Last week ‘Singing Marine’ 
'(WB) and ‘On Again, Off Again’ | 
1(RKO), dual, split with ‘Midnight 
| Madonna’ (Par) and ‘She Had to Eat’ | 
(20th), dual, light $2,200. 

| Leew’s State (3,000; 15-33-40)— 

|“Vogues of 1938’ (UA) and ‘Fight to 
'a Finish’ (Col), dual. Patrons lack- 
line interest in fashion show pic, but 
| will hold up to fair $6.400. Last week 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Who Could Work Miracles’ (UA), | 
with Carnival of Champions (Indie) 

pic added, plenty okay at $7,500. 

Mary Andersen (Libson) (1,000; | 
15-33-40)—‘Emile Zola’ (WB). A | 
natural for this house, and standees 
plentiful over week-end. Copped 
$8,500, plenty big, and holdover looks | 
sure. Last week ‘That Certain | 
Woman’ (WB) on second stanza no | 
better than $2,800, punk. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘College | 
Holiday’ (Par) and ‘Smartest Girl in | 
Town’ (RKO), dual, split with Yel- 
low Cargo’ (GN) and ‘Valiant Is 
Word for Carrie’ (Par), dual, $1,200 
pretty slim. Last week ‘Mary Burns, 
Fugitive’ (Par) and ‘Big Broadcast 
of 1937 (Par), dual, split with 
‘Straight from Shoulder’ (Par) and 
‘Anthony Adverse’ (WB), dual, 
$1,400. | 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-33- 
40)—‘High, Wide, Handsome’ (Par). 
Hitting along at $6,500. Last week 
‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) and 
‘Hot Water’ (20th), dual, enjoyed 
fine session at $7,600. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1.500; 15-33- 
40)—‘Life Begins in College’ and 
‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th), dual. 
Best Friday opening and biggest biz 
in past six months, $6,500. Last week 
‘Bulldog Drummond Comes Back’ 
(Par) and ‘She Asked for It’ (Par), 
dual, weakened badly to touch a low 
$3,200. 


High’ with Raft 
Personal May 
Get $25,000, Hub 


Boston, Oct. 5. 

Topper for the week is ‘High, Wide 
and Handsome,’ with stage show at 
the Met but not big; and there are 
two strong holdovers—‘Dead End,’ at 
the Orph and State, and ‘Vogues’ at 
the Keith Memorial. 

Keith Boston is getting good b.o. 
attention with Big Apple dancers, 
but is getting competish from the 
Arthur Murray group now playing 
in the Terrace Room of the Hotel 
Statler. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘There Goes the Groom’ (RKO) and 
stage show featuring Fats Waller 
and big apple dancers, aiming at 
good $22,000. Last week ‘Saturday’s 
Heroes’ (RKO) and Milton Berle on 
stage, strong over weekend, then 
sagged with $18,000 finis. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and 
‘Bulldog Comes Back’ (Par), dual, 
ckay for weekend trade, will hit 
satisfactory $6,000. Last week ‘Var- 
sity Show’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Chan 
on Broadway’ (20th) (Ist run) dual, 
medium $5,200. : 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40 )—‘Girl 
Said No’ (GN) (2d run) and ‘Ren- 
|\frew of Mounted’ (GN), Ist run, 
| double, tepid $5,500 indicated. ‘Girl’ 
had roadshowing earlier in season at 
$1.65 top. Last week, third frame 
for ‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) 
1 a at Sea’ (GN), dual, okay 


| Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
| 

















40-55) — ‘Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
Fights Back’ (U), dual, held over 
second week, running at pleasing 
$13,000 trot. First stanza very good 
$21,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)}—High, Wide and Handsome’ 
(Par), with stage show hypoed by 
George Raft’s personal, may come 
through with around $25,000. Last 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Oct. 7 

Astor — ‘Firefly’ (MG) (6th 
wk). 

Capitol — ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(3d wk). 

Central — ‘Shadows of The 
Orient’ (Mono) (9). 

Criterion—‘This Way, Please’ 
(Par). 

(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 15.) 

Globe — ‘Something to Sing 
About’ (GN) (3d wk). 


Hollywood — ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (9th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO). 


(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 15.) 
Parameunt—‘High, Wide and 


Handsome’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Rizitte — ‘Counsel for Crime’ 

(Col) (8). 

(Reviewed in current Variety.) 
Rivoli — ‘Wife, Doctor and 


Nurse’ (20th) (9). 
(Reviewed in Variery Sept. 8.) 
Roxy—'Life Begins In Col- 
lege’ (20th) (8). 
(Reviewed in Vaxiety Sept. 29.) 
Strand—‘Back In Circulation’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 
Week of Oct. 14 


Astor — ‘Firefly’ (MG) (7th 
wk). 

Capitel — ‘Bride Wore Red’ 
(MG). 


(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 29.) 
Central—‘Bulldog Drummond 

at Bay’ (Rep) (16). 

(Reviewed in Variery Aug. 4.) 
Globe — ‘Something to Sing 

About’ (GN) (4th wk). 


Holilywoed — ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (10th wk). 
Music Hall — ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 
Paramount — ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (13). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 11.) 
Rialto — ‘Fit for a King’ 
(RKO) (15). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 1.) 
Riveli — ‘Wife, Doctor and 


Nurse’ (20th) (2d wk). 

Rexy — ‘Life Begins In Col- 
lege’ (20th) (2d wk). 

Strand — ‘Perfect Specimen’ 
(WB) (16). 

(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 29.) 











week smasho $38,500 for ‘Double or 
Nothing’ (Par) and Tommy Dorsey 
on stage. George Raft in impromptu 
personal appearances Monday and 
Tuesday this week (4-5), in connec- 
tion with vacation visit to Boston. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Can’t 
Last Forever’ (Col), dual, holdover, 
headed for okay $14,000. First week 
dandy $19,300. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and 
‘Bulidog Comes Back’ (Par), dual, 
pleasing with $7,500 pace. Last week 
good $8,000 on ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Chan on Broadway’ 
(20th) (1st run), dual. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (3d run) and 
‘She Asked for It’ (Par) (ist run), 
dual, made to order, will hit around 
$7,000, eight days. Last week pallid 
$4,300 for ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2d 
run) and ‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB) 
(ist run), double. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Can’t Last 
Forever’ (Col), dual, holdover, 

romising around 11,000, okay. 

irst week very good $16,000. 


TRUCE HELPS LINCOLN: 
‘100 MEN’ BIG $4,000 


Lincoln, Oct. 5. 

Ouch situation between news- 
papers and theatres came to an end 
(30) and a new deal is on for theatre 
row. Big weekend with the Minne- 
sota-Nebraska game and complete 
support of the theatres on the 
amusement pages are the result. 

‘100 Men’ getting a wham opening 
at the Stuart and heading for 4G’s., 
Varsity, a dual biller all summer, 
adds further glory to the row by 
jumping the price from 15c. top to 
two-bits and goes single-features. 
Orph will take up vaude on Oct. 21. 

Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 15-15)—‘13th 
Man’ (Indie) and Louis-Farr fight 
split with ‘Shadows of the Orient’ 
(Mono) and ‘Empty Holsters’ (WB). 
Kids are coming back as the polio 
scare is fading, $900. Better. Last 
week ‘Sea Racketeers’ (Rep) and 
‘Pigskin Parade’ (20th) split with 
| ‘Ride Ranger, Ride’ (Rep) and ‘Pub- 
lic Wedding’ (WB). Fair, $800. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘San Quentin’ (WB). Convention of 
/ Kiwanis and football crowds taking 
(this. house for a spin and should 
bring tally to $2,800 on the stretch. 
'If overplayed in four days, may be 
subbed Tuesday (5). Last week 
‘Love Under Fire’ (20th), not bad, 
$2,200. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 
—Carnival of Champions’ (Indie) 
and ‘Trader Horn’ (MG). Goes four 
days with holdover of three of ‘Wild 
and Woolly’ (20th) and “Think Fast, 
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Rain Helped Plenty in : 


Zenda - Bad Guy’ 


Good at 106 





Mr. Moto’ (20th). Pretty good, 
$1,500. Last week ‘On Such a Night’ 
(Par) and ‘Flight from Glory’ 
(RKO), with first three of ‘Woolly’ 
and ‘Moto’ okay, $1,200. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U). Away to 
take the cake and get about $4,000, 
a new high for this house since the 
summer dullness set in. Will be 
fanciest. Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) was a two-day pic, $3,200 on 
the windup, not being much more 
than average. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
20-25) — ‘Happened in Hollywood’ 
(Col) is carrying the load of single 
features for the first time in weeks 
and not going too good as result. 
Will do good to hit $1,300 this week, 
but that'll be fair enough.- Last 
week ‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) and 
‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col), good, $900. 


RITZES SOCK IN 





FRISCO, $21,000 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 

Although Sally Rand will give the 
Golden Gate theatre the top biz in 
point of gross of any of the ace spots 
down town this week, Sally’s fan and 
bubble dance has failed to attract 
exceptional money. Cliff Work has 
surrounded Miss Rand with a good 
supporting bill of vaudeville acts 
and a timely football picture, ‘Satur- 
day’s Heroes’ from RKO. After tak- 
ing a beating with ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ last week, the Fox thea- 
tre has picked up a bit with its cur- 
rent bill, the Ritz Brothers in ‘Life 
Begins in College’ and ‘Charlie Chan 
on Broadway.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) 
—Stella Dallas’ (UA) (5th week). 
Engagement stretched too long. Will 
see a poor $2,000 for the final stint. 
Last week take in nabe of $2,800. 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Life Begins in College’ (20th) and 
‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th). Ritz 
Bros. very popular here, with the 
natives showing considerable inter- 
est in the boys’ first starrer. Expect 
healthy $21,000. Last week ‘High, 
Wide’ (Par) and ‘Hot Water’ (20th) 
did n.s.g. $14,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55- 
75)—Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville. Combo of Sally Rand on 
the stage and a football picture on 
the screen in this grid-iron made 
town looked like a world beater, but 
the $18,500 in sight is way below 
expectations. For good measure the 
Gate threw in a ‘March of Time’ and 
gave Miss Rand a good supporting 
bill of 10 acts. Last week, ‘Music 
for Madame’ (RKO) and vaudeville 
disappointed at $13,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55-75) 
—100 Men and a Girl’ (U) and 
‘Counsel fer Crime’ (Col) (2d week). 
With everything against it, strikes, 
stock market drop and warm 
weather, ‘100 Men and a Girl’ has 
managed to prove an outstanding 
grosser. The second week will fall 
short of the business done by ‘Lost 
Horizon’ in its second stint, but 
$11,000 is great going. Last week, 
$16,500, was terrific, but not record- 
breaking biz. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,440: 35-55- 
75) —_ ‘Madame X’ (MG) and ‘My 
Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MG). Gladys 
George, who was a popular stock 
favorite here, hasn’t meant a thing 
at the box office in any of the three 
pictures which she has made since 
going to Hollywood. Her current 
vehicle, ‘Madame X,’ will do the 
poorest biz of the three. Biz very 
bad at $8,500. Last week, ‘Big City’ 
(MG) and ‘Talent Scout’ (WB) did 
light $9,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470: 50-75- 
$1.50) —Zola’ (WB) (3d week). Paul 
Muni's latest biography, ‘Zola,’ well 
liked but there are only a few who 
are willing to pay roadshow prices 
to catch it. Biz has been way off on 
this picture from the very start. 
Third and final week will be lucky 
to hit $6,000. Last week nabbed 
$6,500. 


United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—Vogues of 1938’ (UA) (2d 
week). Off to a bad start when it 
opened on the second warmest day 
of the year, ‘Vogues’ failed to re- 
cover. San Francisco looked like a 
good bet for ‘Vogues,’ the women 
here being particularly style con- 
scious. Second stint will hit drab 
$6,000 for this Technicolor fashion 
Picture. Last week $8,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
— ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and 
‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ (Par). Biz 
continues to be way off here;Frisco 
has its best weather during late 
September and October. Don’t ex- 
pect to do over $12.000 with this pair. 
Last week, ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ 
(20th) and ‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB), 





did $9,000. 





Indianapolis, Oct. 5. 

Rainy weather over the week-end 
kept the natives from doing much 
else except theatre-going with bene- 
fit to the downtown box offices. 
‘Prisoner of Zenda,’ at Loew's, given 
the benefit of much ballyhoo, is on 
its way towards a strong take to 
lead the first runs. The vaudfilm 
Lyric with Lottie Mayer’s water bal- 
let on the stage and the Ritz Bros’ 
first starring vehicle on the screen, 
‘Life Begins in College,’ is also in the 
upper brackets. ‘High, Wide, and 
Handsome,’ at the Circle, is faring 
well enough to occupy a runner-up 
position in the downtown sector, 

Estimates for This Week 


Apolie (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-40) 
—‘Lancer Spy’ (20th). National as- 
sist ads failed to mean a thing and 
the take is likely to be $2,500, poor. 
Last week dual of ‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par) and ‘Flight from Glory’ 
(Par) did okay $3,250 for a holdover 
session. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-40) 
—High, Wide, and Handsome’ (Par) 
dualled with ‘Bulldog Drummond 
Comes Back’ (Par). Former given 
plenty of attention in campaign, but 
take is only moderately good at $6,- 
750. Last week, ‘Varsity Show’ 
(WB) opened well and then. slipped 
considerably to wind up with $6,000, 
fair. 

Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Rain’ (UA) revival and vaude. No 
names on stage and picture appar- 
ently lacks pull. Gross $2,800, bad. 
Last week, ‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ 
(Mono) and vaude with Wendell 
Hall featured did $3,000, which is un- 
der par. 

Leew’s (Loew's) 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) dualled 
with ‘Bad Guy’ (MG). Good exploi- 
tation on former picture and results 
are excellent, with gross $10,000, 
swell. Last week, ‘Big City’ (MG) 
and ‘Girl Said No’ (GN) on triple 
bill with ‘Carnival of Champions’ 
fight films was all right at $7,500. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Life Begins in College’ (20th) and 
vaude headlining Lottie Mayer's 
water ballet. Stage show plugged in 
ads on top of Ritzes film. Take is 
plenty okay at $10,500. Last week, 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and 
Major Bowes’ 2d Anniversary Revue 
on stage finished strong at $11,300, 
dandy. > 


Balmy Weather 
Socked Cincy, But 
‘Vogues Gets 136s 


Cincinnati, Oct. 5. 

Indian summer last week took the 
wind out: of b.o. sails. Football was 
another trade distracter over the 
week-end, Cincy’s two university 
teams playing home games Satur- 
day (2) and the American pro league 
season here getting under way Sun- 
day (3), when rain was additional 
opposish. 

‘Vogues’ is the important draw 
currently, fetching $13,000 at the 
Palace. ‘Souls at Sea,’ missing out 
on femme biz, is disappointing in a 
$10,000 struggle at the Albee. Lyric 
is bright with a $5,500 pull on ‘Life 
of the Party’ and ‘Back in Circula- 
tion’ is tugging $4,000 for Keith's. 
‘Thin Ice,’ in middle of three-week 
run at the Shubert, has an $8,000 tag. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). Poor, $10,000. 
Last week, ‘That Certain Woman’ 
(WB), $9,000, bad. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
‘Big City’ (MG). Moved over from 
Palace for second week, fair, $4,000. 
Ditto last week on ‘Wife, Doctor’ 
(20th) (2d week). 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-25) — 
‘Windjammer’ (RKO) and ‘Big Busi- 
ness’ (RKO), split. Average, $2.200. 
Same last week on ‘Forlorn River’ 
(Par) and ‘23% Hours’ Leave’ (GN), 
split. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200: 25-40) — 
‘That Certain Woman’ (WB). Trans- 
ferred from Albee for second week. 
Ordinary, $2,500. Last week, ‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ (U) (3d week), $2,800, 
all right. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 25-40) — 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB). Fair, 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
(UA) (2d week), $5,000, strong 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42) — ‘Life 
of the Party’ (RKO). Good, $5.500. 
Last week, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (4th 
week), $4,000, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42) — 
“Vogues of 1938’ (UA). Good, $13,000. 
—_ week, ‘Big City’ (MG), $11,000. 
air. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150; 35-42) — 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d week). Very 
good, $8,000, following big $13.000 
on first seven days. Will hold. 


(2,400; 25-40)— 

















a a eS 


a 
z= 
4 
‘ 

















(es CT 


4 
=z 
5 
J 





Wednesday, October 6, 1937 





PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 





Pittsburgh Still Bullish; Gives 





‘Circulation’ Plus Buddy Rogers 236 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 
Blues being cried elsewhere 
haven't yet reached Pittsburgh, and 
biz continues to hold up nicely. 


Fact is, however, and it’s always 
been so here, that this city is last to 
feel any depresh and also last to re- 
cover. x 

Stanley is keeping its nose way 
out in front again, combo of Buddy 
Rogers on stage and ‘Back in Cir- 
culation’ proving a surprise entry, 
with takings only slightly under rec- 
ord-breaking gross of last week. H.o. 
of ‘100 Men and a Girl’ at Alvin 
doing fine, but house won’t hold for 
third stanza on account of product 
jam, pulling ‘Men’ out tomorrow 
night (6) in favor of ‘Wife, Doctor 
and Nurse.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
300 Men and a Girl (U). Second 
week. Should knock off better than 
$8,000, considerably better than 
house usually does with new ones, 
and that’s real dough on top of $15,- 
000 opener. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Lancer Spy’ (20th). Not doing 
bad at all for a flicker without a 
name. Got a good week-end and 
should have no trouble knocking off 
around $5,000. That’s profit here. 
Will stick four days beyond regula- 
tion week in order to get house back 
to regular Wednesday =F Oct. 
13 with ‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep). 
Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) on three 
days of fifth week got around $2,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). 
Everywhere, but here the Crosby- 
Raye combo is big. Doesn’t look like 
more than $13,000 for ‘Double,’ just 
average. Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) slightly disappointing at 
$15,000. 

Stanley 


dy Rogers in person. Third time 
Rogers has made this town, and he’s 
always done biz. He’s doing it again, 
surprisingly so, although fact is that 
O'Brien-Blondell combo on screen is 
helpful, too. Looks like pretty close 
to $23,500, great. Last week Horace 
Heidt, with ‘Life of Party’ (RKO), 
topped all previous records for band 


shows here, getting just about 
$29,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Mr. 
Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB) and 
‘Flight From Glory’ (RKO). An- 


other weakeroo and lucky to get 
$3,500. That’s about the same as last 
week with ‘Great Gambini’ (Par), 
and ‘Wild Money’ (Par). 


MPLS.’ SLUMP 
CONTINUES, 
WIFE $7,500 


Minneapolis, Oct. 5. 

Grosses continue to plumb the 
depths for the third successive week. 
Generally adverse business condi- 
tions may have something to do with 
the boxoffice slump, but most of the 
blame probably is due to the fact 
that attractions still aren’t of a type 
calculated to excite the public or 
cause it to unloosen pursestrings. 

Lack of stage attractions has been 
detrimental, but the Orpheum has 
Fred Waring and his ‘Pennsyl- 
vanians’ coming Friday, and it’s a 
safe guess that the downward box- 
Office trend is due to reverse itself 
the impending weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—I Met Him in Paris’ (Par) split 
with ‘Slim’ (WB) (2d runs) and last 
three days dual first runs ‘Hot Water’ 
(20th) and ‘Draegerman Courage’ 
(FN). Looks like pretty good $1,200. 
Last week, ‘Exclusive’ (Par) (2d 
run) split with dual first runs ‘Re- 
ported Missing’ (U) and ‘Hopalong 
sassidy Rides Again’ (Par), $1,000. 

Ir, 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—'Make a Wish’ (RKO). Pleas- 
ing enough picture, but hasn't 
enough punch to make much of a 
boxoffice impression under present 
Fonditions. Will be lucky to top 
ight $3,500. Last week, ‘Love Under 
Fire’ (20th), $5,000. Fair. 
95 Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
Gur Wite, Doctor and Nurse’ 
20th). Cast names and title luring 
Some feminine trade. However, film 
not sufficiently outstanding to get 
—. of a play at 55c. after 5 p.m. 

fading toward light $7,500. Last 
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(WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— | 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and Bua- | 





| 





have been only lukewarm toward 
this one and it’s not clicking on all 
cylinders. Fair $7,000 in prospect 
for eight days. Last week, ‘That 
Certain Woman’ (FN), $6,000 for 
eight days. Mild. Two eight-day 
runs get house back from Wednesday 
to Friday opening for Waring. 


State (Publix-Singer) (2,300: 25- 
40)—‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col) and 
‘Lady Escapes’ (20th). Dual bill 


going along at moderate $2,800 clip. 
Last week, ‘Marry the Girl’ (WB) 
and ‘London by Night’ (MG), dual 
bill, $3,000. Fairly good. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—'Face 
on Barroom Floor’ (revival). Strik- 
ing theatre front display bringing 
In some customers, but not enough. 
Will be lucky to reach poor $500 and 
last out week. Last week, ‘Rain’ 
(revival), $600. Light. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par). First 
mabe showing. Good $3,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Toast of New 
York’ (RKO), $2,500. Light. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40)— 
‘Janosik’ (Foreign). Light $1,000 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Fire Over 
England’ (UA), $1,600. Mild. 


Bowes Ams., With 
Confession’ Big At 
$70,000 in Buffalo 





Buffalo, Oct. 5. 
Takings here seem to have leveled 
off currently, although the Bowes 
Anniversary Ams are topflight at the 
Buffalo. Whether it’s the show or 


the public yen for flesh the fact re- 
mains that the ticket machines are 
being kept hot. ‘City’ at the Lakes 
held over after a rousing first week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Confession’ (WB) and Bowes unit. 
Week-end business was tops and 
gross should go to smash $20,000. 
Last week ‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) 
bogged down and failed to reach ex- 
pected figures. Fair $12,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (reissue) 
(Par). House seems to be up in run- 
ning again with perhaps neat $7,500 
this stanza. Last week ‘Bad Guy’ 
(MG) and ‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par) 
jumped into winning column with 
excellent $8,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Big City’’ (MG) (2nd week). 
Holdover for this with perhaps $7,- 
500 indicated. Last week jumped 
into lead at outset and drove up to 
swell $15,000. : ; 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Wife, 
Doctor and Nurse’ (20th). Nice 
business indicated. Probably over 
$8,000. Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) 
(2nd run), return for this spelled 
fair $6,800. 

Lafayette (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Gangway’ (GB) and ‘Small Town 
Boy’ (GN).. Running along evenly 
to probably $6,500. Last week ‘Girl 
Said No’ (GN) and ‘Armored Car’ 
(U), came in with satisfactory $6,800. 


CITY OK $15,000, 
K.C., ZOLA’ 116 


Kansas City, Oct. 5. 

First rate film fare about the stem 
currently and it’s about time the 
pic exhibs got a break. However, 
biz is spotty. Openings not so forte, 
and with Tom Mix circus moving in 
for two-day stand Monday, first part 
of week is sure to feel the pressure. 
Wickets twisted more tunefully 
Sunday. 

‘Zola’ drew a terrific press and 
while it’s doing good biz, Mainstreet 
is following the Midland’s ‘Big City.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox) (2,200; 35-40)—‘Chan on 
Broadway’ (20th) and vaude with 
Little Jack Little band. House kicked 
out 25c. mats for this engagement. 
Got a light opening but built over 
Sunday. Experience has been that 
name stuff builds steadily during 
week here, Look for fair $11,000. 
Last week ‘Wife. Doctor and Nurse’ 
(20th), okay, $10,000. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 








‘Zola’ (WB). May be a dark-horse 
but doesn’t indicate better than 
$11,000, fair. Last week, ‘Double 


or Nothing’ (Par) and ‘Sophie Lang’ 
(Par) took so-so $9,500. 


Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘All Yours 
(Col). Press actually gave second 


feature a send-off and that’s some- 
thing in this burg. Looks fine for 





$15,000. Last week ‘Zenda’ (UA) and 
Bad Guy’ (MG), okay, $12,000. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) (2d run) 
and March of Time. Top half of last 
week’s Mainstreet bill moved here. 
Augurs, $4,500, oke. Last week ‘Life 
of Party’ (RKO) and ‘She’s no Lady’ 
(Par), $5,000, fair. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,029; 25-40)—‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U). Pie goes into 
second week here after initial show- 
ing at Fox. Did fairish downtown 
biz and in first week at Uptown did 
good $4,600. This week looks nice 
at $3,500. 


COLLEGE’ BEST 
IN D.C, $21,000 





Washington. Oct. 5. 

Things are looking up this week 
and if nobody’s rolling in grosses 
it’s because everybody’s_ sharing 
them. Capitol is easy leader with 
‘Life Begins College’ and plenty bal- 
ly on stage revue featuring mass 
Big Apple hoofing. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,424: 35-66) 
‘Life Begins In College’ (20th) and | 
vaude. No-name Big Apple revue 
helping to lead town with oke 
$21,000. Last week ‘Something To 
Sing About’ (GN) and Bob Crosby 
Orch floppo $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew). (1,583; 25-40) 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2d run). Pix 
got only one week up street at 


Palace and caught patrons unawares. 


Looks like big $6,300 in return stay. | 


Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d run) 
took nice $5,800. 


Earle (WB) (2,244: 35-66)—That 
Certain Woman’ (WB) and vaude. 
Xavier Cugat on stage and Bette 


Davis new Offering unable to pull 
over fair $16,500. Last week ‘Souls 
At Sea’ (Par) and Ina Ray Hutton 
led town with good $19,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
*‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA). .Sock cam- 
paign got opening that should bring 
big $11,000, although short of hopes. 
Last week ‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) 
(3d week) took nice $7,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—Bulldog 
Drummond Comes Back’ (Par). 
Mysteries favorite in house and Bar- 
rymore name should help it to oke 
$4,500. Last week “They Won’t For- 
get’ (WB) same figure. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) (2d week). Should 
stand up to fair $7,000. Last week 
same pic collected under-average 
$14,000. 


Providence Still 
Jinxed; ‘End’ 156, 
Others Way Off 


Providence, Oct. 5. 
This looks like another poor week, 
the third in a row for exhibs, and 


there are no alibis as theatre men 
are at a loss as to the whys and 
wherefors. Picture product is oke in 
three spots. At the other stands it’s 
just so-so. The bills include one 
holdover, ‘Varsity Show’ and a re- 
vival, ‘Naughty Marietta.’ 

Loew’s with a twin bill topped by 
‘Dead End’ leading with ‘Wife, 
Doctor and Nurse,’ also on double 
bill, at Majestic set for second 
honors. Strand, the trailer, yanked 
‘Gangway’ and ‘Such a Night’ yester- 
day (4) after a very bad five day 
showing. ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ brought in as replacement. 

‘Life. of Party’ and ‘Flight from 
Glory’ at Albee among the leaders. 
Empire, which only recently joined 
the first-run pack, is supplementing 
vaudeville with revival of ‘Naughty 
Marietta,’ and all things considered 
the going is pretty good. Fay’s, 
second combo house in town, ahead 
with ‘Back in Circulation.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and ‘Flight 
from Glory’ (RKO); if opposish 
wasn’t so tough house would have 
surely come further afield. However, 
anticipated $7,500 is oke for this 
stand. Last week ‘Toast of New 
York’ (RKO) and ‘Forty Naughty 
Girls’ (RKO) suffered with the rest 
of them, grossing a tepid $6,900. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew’s) (1,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Varsity Show’ (WB); off to 
poor start on a holdover. Not much 
more than $3,000 in prospect: 
Last week ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) 
and ‘Women Men Marry’ (MG) was 
ditto. 

Empire (Indie) (1,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG) and yvaude 
with Stepin Fetchit in personal. 
Whether it’s the picture or the vaude 
that’s doing the trick is hard to teil, 
but $6,000 is good coin if pace keeps 








up. Last week ‘It Can’t Last For- | 


ever’ (Col) and vaude was oke at 
$6,600. 

Fay’s (2.000; 
Circulation’ (WB) and vaude. 
going is better than it has been, but 
it’s still not hitting on all six. Maybe 


25-35-50)—‘Back in 


$6,800; just fair. Last week ‘100 Men | 


off. | 


The | 


‘Lola’ 29G Has ‘Em Singing in Philly: 
‘Yours, with LaRue-Barnett N.S.G. 186 





and Girl’ (U) on holdover was poor 


at $5,100. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Dear Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG). Best bet in town; 


should come well in the nabe of 
$15,000, great. Last week ‘Big City’ 
(MG) and ‘Girl Said No’ (GN) was 
among the many disappointers with 
a so-so $10,300. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ (20th) and 
‘Charlie Chan on Broadway’ (20th); 
this one should bring in the coin; 
woman’s show and that counts in 
these parts; house looks for $9,500 
at least; swell. Last week ‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB) n.s.g. at $6,600. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gangway’ (GB) and ‘Such a Night’ 
(Par); house took it .on the chin 
with this one; yanked Monday (4) 
with only $4,000 to show for five-day 
run. ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
(Par) in today (5) for nine-day run. 
Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) on a 
Single bill netted a swell $12,000 
| leading the town by comfortable 
| margin. 





Benny Goodman 


_ Swings ‘Salute’ 


To 206 im Balto. 





Baltimore, Oct. 5. 

Benny Goodman is in town and 
he’s keeping the turnstiles of the 
j|combo Hippodrome clicking in merry 
, Style to ring up socko $20,000 for the 
show that includes ‘Annapolis Sa- 
lute’ (RKO). Doing five a day and 
six on Saturday the swingster set a 
new house high for Sunday business. 
‘Dead End’ (UA) at Loew’s Century 
is building nicely to an indicated 
$13,500. 

Estimates fer This Week 


Century (UA-Loew5s) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Dead End’ (UA) 
building in nice style after fairly 
steady week-end to $13,500. Last 





week ‘Topper’ held up to okay 
$12,200. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 


15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Annapolis Sa- 
lute’ (RKO) and because of p.a. of 
Benny Goodman and band, crashing 
$20,000. Last week ‘Something to 
Sing About’ (GN) and vaude, $12,- 
600, 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (Par) opening supper show 
tonight (Tues). Last week winding 
up 11 playing days for ‘Double or 
Nothing’ (Par) totaled $12,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55)—Life Begins at College’ 
(20th) open tomorrow (Wed). Last 
week, second of ‘Wife, Doctor and 
Nurse’ (20th) continued profit at $3,- 
700 after excellent first session to 
$5,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—‘Certain Woman’ (WB). Off to 
good opening, but dropping down to 
mild $8,000. Last week, second of 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) held up well to 
$7,400 after hey-hey opener. to 
$14,000. 


G-Man Oswald 


C. L. Oswald, for many years in 
charge of Paramount’s department 
of investigation at the home office, 
was made an active member of the 
International Ass'n. for Identifica- 
tion during the past week at the 
23rd annual convention of the or- 
ganization in Washington. The as- 
sociation operates under the guid- 
ance of J. Edgar Hoover, head of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
i of the Department of Justice. 

For some years Oswald has been 
a member of the Internationa! As- 
sociation of Chiefs of Police. 











LIFT FOR NICHOLLS 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

George Nicholls, Jr. has been 
upped to a producer-director berth 
}at Republic and is looking over 
scripts to decide what is to be his 
| first story. 

His work on ‘Portia on Trial,’ 
which he directed, brought him the 
!new post. 





Fred Staniey’s Prod. Break 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

With George Brown, from New 
, York, taking over the guidance of 
Columbia’s publicity department, 
| Fred Stanley, former head, remains 
with Columbia. 

Stanley will be assigned to a pro- 
duction post. 





Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 
Philly wiping the tears away this 
week with biz in the cushy classi- 
fication although not ultra-socko. 


After pretty punk close-out last 
week, things started sudden spurt 
Friday night (1) that held up to 
make the weekerd worthy of re- 
joicing. 


Principal rejoicing, however, con- 
fined to the Boyd, where ‘Zola’ (WB) 
is whamming along niftily to crack 


a record mebbe at $29,500 for the 
week ending today. Pic opened 
strong right and should have no 
trouble at all for at least three 
weeks. 

Ritz Brothers in ‘Life Begins at 
College’ (20th) making life a little 


more velvety at the Fox this week 
with a very nice $19,000 after ‘That 
Certain Woman’ (WB) left it on the 
punk side of the ledger with a mere 
$13,200. Stanley in its second week 
of dumps now with ‘Big City’ (MG), 
which just isn’t making anything 
for anybody at $11,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,200; 40-55-75)——‘Dead 
End’ (UA) (3d week). Profitable 
$9,000. Did $11,800 last week. 
Strong enuff for another week if 


necessary, but being pushed by new 
U.A. product, so goes out tomorrow 
for ‘Prisoner of Zenda.’ 


Arcadia (600; 35-40-50)—‘Good 
Earth’ (WB). Brought in yesterday 
and may hit $2,000, not much velvet. 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) 


ré-issue 


Wan 
jumped in Thursday when lack of 
new product left nothing else, but 
had to be pulled in four days. Did 


punk $600. ‘Under the Red Robe’ 
(20th) scraped bottom with only $600 
for six days. First run, too, 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65 )—‘Zola’ 
(WB). Sockarooing at $29,500. ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (2d week) disap- 
pointed last week with only $8,600. 

Earle (3,000; 25-40-55)—'It’s All 
Yours’ (Col) with Jack LaRue and 
Vince Barnett in flesh. Very mediocre 
| in comparison with recent weeks at 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Life of Party’ 
(RKO) and Mal Hallett band did 
fair $21,200. 

Fox (2,300; 40-55-65)—‘Life Be- 
gins at College’ (20th). Doing very 
nicely with $19,000. Last week, “That 
Certain Woman’ (WB) not up to par 
at $13,200. 

Karlton (1,100; 40-50)—‘Lost Hori- 





zon’ (Col) (2d run). Good at 
$5,500. ‘100 Men’ (U) last week 
clicked off nifty $6,100 for second 
run. 


Keith’s (2,400; 40-50)—‘Wife, Doc- 
tor’ (20th) (2d run). Just so-so at 
$4,400. ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2d 
run) did much better last week with 
profitable $5,800. 

Stanle (3,000; 40-55-65)—Big 
City’ (MG), Not helping this house 
out of its recent doldrums with 
punkaroo $11,000. Week-end found 
it caught between ‘Zola’ and Ritz 
Brothers without anything strong. 
‘High, Wide’ (Par) failed to show 
anything last week and was unsat- 
isfactory at $13,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Bull- 
dog Drummond Comes Back’ (Par). 
Average in this action house with 
$5,500. ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) 
a little better than usual last week 
for a good $6,700 in eight days. 





Sheekman Bows As 


Director on Sten Pic 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Arthur Sheekman, writer, draws 
his initial directorial assignment in 
‘With Pleasure, Madame,’ Ann Sten 
starrer for Grand National. 

Dr. Eugen Frenke produces from 
script by Hans Kraly and Albert J. 
Cohen. 


eee 





Hopping Up ‘Marco’ - 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Extensive advertising and ex- 
ploitation campaign is being wor':ed 
out at United Artists for Samuel 


Goldwyn’s ‘The Adventures of Morco 
Polo, with Ed Churchill of the 
Donahue & Coe agency huddling at 
the studio since his arrival here last 
Saturday (2). 

Ben Washer, Goldwyn’s New 
York publicity head, also arrived for 
the confabs. 


Mayer’s Irish Protege 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 





Greer Carson, Irish player dis- 
covered by Metro talent scouts in 
England and signed by Louis B. 
Mayer to a term ticket, will soon be 
| at the studio to start work. 

Carson currently is in the cast of 
|Gilbert Miller’s “Old Music’ at the 
| St. James, London, 
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BOYD’S FIRST LOBBY HOLD-UP IN 3 YEARS 
tops anything in theatre’s history with capacity crowd 
covering every available square inch of floor space! 
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BLOCK-LONG LINES tie up traffic for hours com- 
pletely ignoring SRO in vain attempt to gain admission! 





WARNER BROS. Proudly Present 


Mr. PAUL MUNI .. 
The Life of EMILE ZOLA 


with GALE SONDERGAARD - JOSEPH SCHILDKRAUT 


Gloria Holden + Donald Crisp * Erin O’Brien-Moore * Louis 


Calhern + Morris Carnovsky * Directed by WM. DIETERLE 
Screen Play by Norman Reilly Raine, Heinz Herald and Geza Hercreg 














FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, October 6, 1937 














12 VARIETY 
STAND IN 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
United Artists release of Walter Wan- 
ger production... Stars Leslie Howard and 


Joan Biondell; features Humphrey Bogart. 
Directed by Tay Garnett. Story by Clar- 
ence Budington Kelland; - screenplay by 
Gene Towne and Graham Baker; photo- 
xraphed by Charles Clarke: film editors, 
Otho Lovering and Dorothy Spencer; musi- 
eal director, Heinz Roemheld; asst. direc- 





tor. Charles Kerr. Previewed_ at Village 
theatre, Westwood, Sept. 30, '37. Running 
time, 90 mins. 

Atterbury Dodd.......-+++-- Leslie Howard 
Rambow: PIG. «> 6ccedccat genre Joan Blondell 
Quintain....ccseceeecess Humphrey Bogart 
TAMATIAS. « svecdep ccvveseaaced Alan Mowbray 
Cee eS es oda ee ee eee 
WMaubh- 2. iss 0sGuvcusseson C. Henry Gordon | 
TORE. so oc cca co csebegepeseueke Cn eee I 
Pennypacker, Ir.cecccsseeeess J. C. Nugent 
Pennypacker, Sr...seeeee: -Tully Marshall | 
Pennypacker......sseseees William V. Mong 





Hollywood studios and the people 
who make films receive some good- 
natured ribbing in ‘Stand In,’ Walter 
Wanger’s production for United Art- 
It leans far to the comedy side, 
and is good entertainment, chiefly 
because Leslie Howard and Joan 
Biondell mix up some very funny 
roughhouse with a dash of solid 
logic. 

He may be Hamlet on Broadway, 
but in his last two films Howard has 
reversed his field and shown him- 
self a touchdown comedian. 


Love I’m After’ (WB) he plays a 
stage star who cures a young woman 
of an infatuation. In ‘Stand In’ he 
is a bespectacled representative of 
New York bankers who control a 
Hollywood film producing company. 
Howard comes west with a brief 
case, a college education, high re- 
spect for balance sheets and a total 
ignorance of motion pictures. He 
volunteers to straighten out the pro- 
duction difficulties and save Colossal 
Films for the stockholders. What 
happens when he gets to Sunset 
boulevard provides plenty of fun. 


While the girls and boys around 
the studio judge his intelligence by 
his looks, Joan Blondell, who is a 
standin for the big star, takes him 
to one side and gives him the low- 
down on what it’s all about. He 
leaves his swanky hotel suite for a 
room in a boarding house where he 
shares accommodations with a 
trained seal, a character actor who 
has waited for years to play Abra- 
ham Lincoln, and a night roving 
penguin, At the studio his surround- 
ings are less comical, but equally be- 
wildering. The plant is being run 
by a dizzy woman star. There is a 
smart producer who has cracked un- 
der amorous disappointment and 
taken to the bottle. A foreign di- 
rector is spending too much money, 
and altogether more is going out 
than coming in. 

With Miss Blondell as his secre- 

tary Howard tackles the job as if he 
were running a shipbuilding plant. 
Finally, when things go from bad 
to worse, he bucks up and pulls the 
studio out of its difficulties, in the 
course of which he gets a blackeye, 
a lesson from Miss Biondeli in 
rassling and his discharge by the 
Wall street bankers. 
_ Film is from a Satevepost story 
by Clarence Budington Kelland 
(author of ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town’), and a screenscript possessing 
much originality by Gene Towne 
and Graham Baker. Tay Garnett di- 
rects and gets all the fun possible 
from the narrative. 

Humphrey Bogart plays the pro- 
ducer who turns teetotaler: Alan 
Mowbray does the foreign director; 
Marla Shelton is the vampy film 
star, and C. Henry Gordon is the 
menacing stock jobber who tries to 
get control of the studio. Casting 
of Tully Marshall, J. C. Nugent and 
William V. Mong as three genera- 
tions of New York bankers provides 
much merriment. 

General production jis first class, 
and the film will be well received by 
audiences that like to laugh. - 

in. 


ists. 


It Happened in H’wood. 


Columbia production and release, 
Richerd Dix. Features Fay Wray, 
Kilian, Franklin Pangborn. 
Harry Lachman. 


Stars 
Victor 
Directed by 
Screenplav by Ethel Fill, 
Hervey Fergusson, Sam Fuller, from orig- 


inal by Myles Connolly: camera, Joseph 
Walker. At Rialto. N. Y¥., week Oct, 1, 
"37. Running time, 67 mins, 

Tit Bart. cccccdctescerevcacss Richard Dix 
GOTIA, GOP s ccvccsccissitecceces: Fay Wray 
RN 6 0 6009 bb 00600 5ebbec000s 00 Victor Kilian 
Mr. Formythe. .cseccsees Franklin Pangborn 
Jed Reed... ccocccccccscoceesess Cherilie Arnt 
Bam Bennett. ccccccccccsess Granville Rates 
Al Howard...++...... William B. Davidson 
PORNO. 6 6 00000testboossictinacsaes Arthyr Loft 
RLCVONGs occ cscvesssovedesose Edgar Denring 
DOCS 6 66 00 0000s 6b0460Kes sated James Donlan 


Rill 






Veiadwe ésteenakan oseedecads Pilly Burrud 
Mins Gordoiscs 66.000 60006050 Zeffie ‘Tilbury 
PUCK. wcccccadsessssdcbercos Harold Goodwin 
PROS oc cctdecsstbedicneccde Charles Brinley 





Jn being neither a full-blown west- 
ern nor a back-of-the-cameras story 
of film-making, ‘It Happened in 
Hollywood’ will have difficulty fitting 
in. The predominantly femme au- 
diences which cotton to backstage 
yarns puffed with pathos won't 
wholly find it to their liking, nor 
will the fans addicted to oats operas. 
Film wavers between the iwo cate- 
gories and never topples into either. 

Not only has the story of the pic 
star washed up when films found 
voice, been done before, but it has 
been done zo much better. That robs 
this one of originality, and with a 
treatmert that is neither bright nor 
slick, the pic will have tough going 
trying to please. It won't make any 


In ‘It’s | faithful. 


| 


kind of a splash in the duals, where 


it'll directly go. J ¢ 

Tim Bart (Richard Dix) is a cow- 
boy star who is sloughed by his 
studio because his voice doesn’t 
qualify for sound. His leading ladv 
(Fay Wray) does get in. Rather than 
accept other roles, the cowboy- tar 
just hangs around Hollywood and 
gradually goes broke. He’s painted 
as a good, big-hearted guy trying to 
live the hard-ridin’, clean life his 
juve fans think he does. Conse- 
quently he won’t play gunman roles 
when the gangster-pix become pop- 
ular. 

Drifting away from his former 
leading lady, they lose touch with 
one another, are finally brought to- 
gether by jointly attending to the 


plight of a little crippled kid (Billy | 
| Burrud), 
the cowboy even after he had faded | 


who continues to 


from films. 


Before the ending, plot his Miss | 
Wray suddenly announce she’s out | 


of films because she can’t act with 
conviction without the bronco-buster 
in the cast. Of course, both get 
back before the cameras at fadeout. 
Dix shoots down three bank-robbers 


licity, his old studio puts him back 
in the saddle on the mesa location. 

One sequence near film’s fadeout 
introduces a group of doubles of 
prominent film stars—Chaplin, Mae 
West, Garbo, etc. Some of the like- 
nesses are good, others -far from 
Doubles are rung in via a 
party scene. Presence in cast can be 
used as an exploitation angle. 

None in the cast does particularly 
distinguished work. Dix and Miss 
Wray are oke enough. Victor Kilian. 
as a pal of Dix’s’ gets in some good 
moments, as do Granville Bates as a 
pic producer and Franklin Pangborn 
as a dialog director. 

Direction is good, helping the 
weak, wavering story a great deal; 
camera and production par the di- 
rection. Bert. 


LANCER SPY 


Glendale, Calif., Oct. 5. 
20th Century-Fox release of Samuel G. 
Engel production. Features Dolores Del 
Rio, George Sanders, Peter Lorre, Joseph 
Schildkraut. Directed by Gergory Ratoff. 
Story by Marthe McKenra; screenplay by 
Philip Dunne; camera, Barney McGill; film 
editor, Louis Loeffler; musical direction, 
Arthur Lange. Previewed at the Alex- 
ander Sept. 29, 37. Running time, 78 mins. 


Fraulein Dolores Daria....Dolores Del Rio 
Tieutenant Michael Bruce..George Sanders 
Major Sigfried Gruning........ Peter Lorre 
Prince Ferdi Zu Schwarzwald.......... 

Joseph Schildkraut 
ees TOPO. 6 4. bh ee He cessed Virginia Field 
Lieut, Col. Gotterfried Hollen..Sig Rumann 
General von Meinhardi..Maurice Moscovich 











Melodrama that is sometimes ex- 
citing, almost absorbing, and played 
with serious intensity, ‘Lancer Spy’ 
is big war and big time story of 
espionage behind the German lines. 
Although somewhat reminiscent of 
the ‘Three Faces East’ type of enter- 
tainment, there is much in it that is 
new, and the direction by Gregory 
Rat off arrests the attention through- 








out. 


Film serves also to bring George 
Sanders to the front as a dramatic 
star. At the end of the film Darryl 
F. Zanuck has attached a short trail- 
er vouching an important screen 
career for Sanders. For his per- 
formance jin this picture he earns 
the opportunity which the 20th-Fox 
invocation would indicate. He is a 
giant of a man, stands more than six 





feet two and is_ proportionately 
broad. He dominates his scenes with 
fierce physical vehemence, and con- 
veys the impression of being a 
younger Emil Jannings. He may go 
far and become a real box office 
puller. Exhibitors will hope the 
Zanuck prophesy proves true. 

Story is a war incident told in 

retrospect by Lionel Atwill, whose 
own acting throughout the film is 
the best he has done in months. A 
German officer captured with his 
company is spirited away to British 
secret service headquarters when 
English operatives sce a striking re- 
semblance between the prisoner and 
an English naval officer. This man- 
euver, intent of which is kept hid- 
den from the audience, has a sur- 
prise twist when the Britisher is 
apprised that his Job is to study 
every move. inflection of spcech and 
manner of the enemy captive. Thus 
he prepares himself to change places 
with the German. His escape from 
prison is arranged and the English- 
man, in his weird and dangerous 
masquerade, returns to Germany for 
the purpose of learning war plans 
of the high command. 
_In Berlin he is accepted as a pub- 
lic hero, is feted and received by the 
war office. From the first, however, 
his identity is suspected by the Ger- 
man secret service agents, and the 
melodramatic incidents of his es- 
cape afier obtaining details of the 
1917 advance, comprise the thrills 
of the story. 

Sanders plays the dual characters 
of Britisher and German. Because 
he is one in both parts, it would ap- 
pear a simple task, but the subile 
inclusion of British characteristics, 





while impersonating the German, 


idolize | 


Colonel Fenwick. .....cccccee: Lionel Atwill 
BONTREGs sins s Kccccoeescsodsedes Luther Adier 
Frits Mueller. ..cecscece Covecccecos Fritz Feld 
ES” ar ae Holmes Herbert 
Captain Neville......ceee: Lester Matthews 
VOD MANOR: Kiccvtececess Carlos Da Valdez 
Captain Freymann..........- Gregory Gaye 
WUSAbSthe BUCS, .ccccccccccccesd Joan Carol 
Cs 64.0 6 4655.56 60045 00 06.09% Claude King 
Commandant oe -Kenneth Hunter 
BOG bs cveseecevesceices. Frank Reicher 
SUBCORMAR. occ cccccctsscvece Leonard Mudie | 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Stand In’ (Wanger-UA). What’ 
happens in a Hollywood studio 
when a New York banker takes 
charge. Leslie Howard, Joan 
Blondell and Humphrey Bogart 
provide plenty of laughs. 

‘It Happened in Hollywood’ 
(Col). Sentimental story of 
what happened to a western 
star who passed out with silent 





pix. Won't particularly satisfy 
’em in the duals. Richard Dix 
|} starred. 

‘Lancer Spy’ (20th). War 
meller of b.o. potentialities. 
Launches George Sanders aus- 
piciously. 


‘52nd Street’ (Wanger-UA). 
Program film about the lane of 
niteries in New York. 

‘Over the Goal’ (WB). More 
rah-rahs for the adolescents. 
Also-runner for the duals. 

‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO). 
For the dualers with no one in 
the cast who means anything to 
the b.o. 

‘My Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MG). 
Nifty little newspaper comedy 
geared for double program con- 


sumption; Edna May Oliver, 
Maureen O’Sullivan and Walter 
Pidgeon in cast. 

‘Forlorn River’ (Par). Tepid 
glorified western with Larry 
Crabbe and Syd Saylor; for 
after-half of twin bills. 

‘The Westland Case’ (U). 


Crime Club story that lacks 
punch; Preston Foster, Carol 
Hughes and Barbara Pepper 
featured. 











lends a tang of impending danger to 
his performance. 


Dolores Del Rio has the only im- 
portant femme spot in the cast. She 
is the proprietress of a Berlin nitery 
and is a German agent. She helps 
the Englishman, with whom she has 
fallen in love to escape. Her char- 
acterization is good, her enunciation 
distinct. 


Men players have been carefully 
chosen for their respective roles. At- 
will is head of the British espionage 
office and does a fine job. Joseph 
Schildkraut impersonates a German 
martinet with comedy results. Peter 
Lorre does a slick under officer, and 
Maurice Moscovich and Sig Rumann 
are. ferocious opponents in the Ger- 
man war office. There is a good bit 
by Fritz Feld as a subaltern. 


Lacking big star names, film will 
need plenty of advance umph, but 
will please wherever shown. Audi- 
ences will go out talking about San- 
ders. Flin, 


52ND STREET 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


United Artists release of Walter Wanger 
Production, Directed by Harold Young. 
Screenplay by Grover Jones; additional 
dialog, Sid Silvers; dances, Danny Dare; 
songs, Harold Bullock and Harold Spina; 
musical direction, Alfred Newman; cam- 
era, George Schneiderman; film’ editors, 
Otho Lovering and William Reynolds; asst, 
director, Charles Kerr. Previewed at the 
Uptown, L, A., Oct. 1, "37. Running time, 
80 mins, 

Rufus Rondell.......... 

Fiorello Zamarelli..... 
Margaret Rondell... 





eceeee-Ian Hunter 
-Leo Carrillo 
2at Paterson 







BOGE. 500 dba +6400 0 eccccccccccs Ella Logan 
Letitia Rondell...... pes srisecnte ZaSu Pitts 
Adela Rondell...........:Dorothy Peterson 
BIE. cece es cee ccccebdcsoetsecics.. id Silvers 
Evelyn Macy..cecscce édcbdes Marla Shelton 
TACK. os cccccecccccescecccccssess Jack White 
PD ec ncnsstsassendesonses Collette Lyons 
REO 2 6.0.00 caestvanseesetes Roman Bohnen 
EOS 5-5 p43 cawsQh dane o04b6 sas Wade Boteler 
cy eccurveewiveeceotwedenees Al Shean 
DE Seeks cdhs 6h exes cb vckeds thei Jack Adair 
Benjamin Zamoarelli.......... Kenny Baker 

Specialties: Georgie Tapns, Dorothy Saul- 
ter, Mrvrice Roeeo, Al Norman, Jerry Co- 


lonna, Pat Harrington. 





It may have been a good idea to 
make a film about the metamorphos- 
ing of Manhattan’s West 52d street 
| from a lane of stolid dwellings, where 
respectability once resided, into an 
emblazoned row’ of niteries, but for 
some reason the conception doesn’t 
come throuch in the finished picture. 
Filmgoers are likely to wonder what 
it is all about, and why. It’s that ol’ 
debbil story again which creates the 
confusion. 

Trouble is that Grover Jones tells 
a long-winded yarn about a brother 
and two sisters who own a couple of 
houses on the thoroughfare and 
haven't spoken to each other in 
years because the brother married 
an actress. She was a very good 
actress, too, and was quite as re- 
spectable as the sisters. This was 
way back in 1912, the Bustanoby era. 
Society and stage folk didn’t mingle 
in those days, according to the film. 
Maybe stage folk were a little 
smarter than they are now. 

Time and the montages bring 52d 
street through the speakeasy years 
of the 20’s, the depression, and the 


social Jevelings of the 30's. The row 
of brownstones is now a string of 
night clubs, and swing music re- 
verberates from curb to curb where 








staccato beats of horse hoofs for- 
merly signalized the movements of 
the snobs. There is no doubt about 
it; things do change with the years. 
So far as ‘52d Street,’ the film, is 
concerned, the transition neither is 
for the better or the worse. Such 
entertainment as is shown on the 
screen as being typical of present 
night life in the area is as dull and 
uninteresting as the spat between 
the brother and sisters of long years 
ago. 
7 programmer for the ieee ail. 
in. 


OVER THE GOAL 







(WITH SONGS) 

Warner Bros. production and release. 
Features June Travis, William Hopper, 
Johnnie Davis. Directed by Noel Smith. 
Adapted by William Jacobs and Anthony 
Coldeway from story by William Jacoby; 
songs, M. K. Jerome and Jack Scholl; as- 
sociate producer, Bryan Foy; Asst. direc- 
tor, Marshall Hageman; camera, Warren 
Lynch; film editor, Frank Dewar; dialog 
director, Harry Sevmour. Reviewed in 
Projection Room, N Y., Sept. 30, °37. 
Running time, 68 mins, 

RMT, WRMUUNTE s 4 <o:o wage 0s dices ees June Travis 
Ken Thomas........ Jiaaes William Hopper 
TIS WOlOre. ca ccccccceecic Johnnie Davis 
ER eee 

SURES + 6600-408 6 aSweevetees Gordon Oliver 
Jim Shelly... cccccccscees William Harrigan 
EPMO. TOR VIR. oc cccccccccccss Willard Parker 
Sh, SE inne scutvuntesedeceee Eric Stanley 
ee OEE ...Raymond Hatton 
Stanley Short.... .Herbert Rawlinson 
OY), | SEEMS. 6s teccteessens Douglas Wood 
a POR Perret ee Eddie Anderson 
Rh ere amt oe Hattie McDaniels 
f | ST Per rrre rrr ee rr rie. Fred McKaye 
Se ae Eddie Chandler 
US 4006 0b 04060 6% George Offerman, Jr. 
WEES oe 8s civesaness aad 4000 ok ae Jack Chapin 
DMG cveuctddicedvensiectene Robert Hoover 
NS 44064 bs db ee danaseen ...John Craven 

Members of the U. S. C. football squad, 





Another pigskin opry for the fall 
trade. Pic is based on the amiable 
theory that whether Siwash wins the 
big game is stop-press stuff. Prob- 
ably it is and probably ‘Over the 
Goal’ will consequently get its share 
as a bottom-deck dualer in the 
nabes. 

This version of the usual football 
epic is concerned with the hero’s 
promise to his girl not to fight any 
more grid wars lest another injury 
to his bad knee will cripple him for 
life. But it turns out that dear old 
alma mater will lose a huge legacy 
unless the boys make it three 
straight against hated Squeedunk. 
What makes it all pretty sinister 
is the added complication that the 
hero’s family stands to collect some 
of the coin if the college loses it. 
And there’s a conniving lawyer who 
has the hero heaved in the brig to 
prevent him from welshing on his 
promise. But Richard Merriwell 
gets to the game on time and comes 
through with the needed points as 
the whistle blows. 

It’s all pure rah-rah stuff, without 
too much emphasis on the logic. 
Johnnie Davis is lively and insistent 
as a fresh frosh, while William Har- 
rigan, Raymond Hatton and Douglas 
Wood are satisfactory in character 
parts. June Travis and William Hop- 
per are harmless as the incredibly- 
written leads. As usual in football 
pix the long shots of actual college 
games are convincing and exciting, 
but the action closeups are pretty 
dreadful. 

‘Over the Goal’ is lightweight 
stuff, but it should do the trifling 
job required. Hobe. 


ANNAPOLIS SALUTE 


RKO release of Sisk production. Features 
James Ellison, Marsha Hunt, Harry Carey. 
Direction and story by Christy Cabanne. 


Adaptation, John ‘Twist; film editor, Ted 
Cheesman; camera, Russell Metty. At 
Palace, N. Y., dual, week Oct. 1, °87. 
Running time, 65 mins. 

SEE MURNEY 6.0 0404 c0d0cscdede da J2nmes Ellison 
Julia Clemmens .............M*rsha Hunt 
Chief Martin ...... eocccooeee-liatry Carey 
Clarke Parker ..cccccesscessee- Van Heflin 
RRS CUVEE: écccccescerveseccecd Ann Hovey 
Tex Clemmons ,..............Arthur Lake 





An unabashed ‘B’ on which the 
complaint against Christy Cabanne 
goes double since he wrote the story 
as well as directed. Adaptation of 
the Cabanne yarn by John Twist 
doesn’t helo it any and the dialog 
is no fresher than last summer’s 
roses. Production is headed for the 
spots where they buy two at a time 
and trust to luck that one of the pic- 
tures will keep the patrons from fly- 
ing the coop. A strong No. 1 feature 
is advisable with this one. 

Sisk produced on a short budget, 
it is obvious. Backsrounding the 
story in cadet life and surroundings 
at Annapolis, with a newsreely boat 
race included, film has sought to 
instill as much color as possible to 
dress up an ordinary story but it 
hasn't been enough. Nor does a cast 
headed by James Ellison, Marsha 
Hunt, Harry Carey and Van Hef‘in 
help lift a commonplace naval ro- 
mance out of the rut it fell into when 
it was writien. 

Ellison and Miss Hunt are paired 
on top, with Heflin as a midshipman 
rival and Carey as the hero’s sea-dog 
father. A flashier performance than 
by any of these is provided by 
Arthur Lake. whose good-looking 
sister is played by Miss Hunt. Lesser 
parts are done acceptably but not 
impressively by Ann Hovey, Dick 
Hogan and Marilyn Vernon. Given 
better opportunities than proviced 
by ‘Salute,’ Miss Hunt may have the 
makings to scale heights. She is an 
interesting screen type who reminds 
somewhat of Loretta Young and in 
love scenes appears to advantage in 
spite of the poor dialog handed her 
on this occasion. Char. 
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My Dear Miss Aldrich 


Metro pro@yction and release.” Features 
Edna. May Oliver, Walter ?idgeon, Maureen 
O'Sullivan. Directed by George B. Seitz. 
Original an screenplay, Herman J. Mankiee 
wicz; musical score, David Snell; film 
editor, William S, Gray; camera, Charles 


Lawton, Jr. At Metropolitan, Brooklyn 
dual, week Sept. 30, ‘27. Running time, 
73 mins, 


Mrs. Atherton.......+.- 
Martha Aldrich., 
Ken Morley...... 
Ellen Warfield... 
Mrs. Sinclair... 
Mr. Sinclair.... 
Mr, Warfield... 







--Janet Beecher 
-.-Paul Harvey 
harles Waldron 
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BER, “SRIWOR Ss i cccsccoscécs Walter Kingsford 
OM MOBCUM ec ccdccacecsccess Roger Converse 
Am Attendant. ccicccevcccss Guinn Williams 
Me WROGGR i's excess Seeténcees Leonid Kinskey 
GQROMRET oo 5 os het eces be Seles Brent Sargeant 
“Doc” Howe, <icsceces J. Farrell MacDonala 
The Major Domo.............. Robert Greig 





When Metro goes out to make a 
Class B picture, they give it plenty 
of production, steady direction and 
a certain amount of class. It may 
not have big draw stars and the 
situation may be overdone, but it 


|certainly will stand up on the second 


picture shelf in the theatres for which 
it was designed. ‘My Dear Miss 
Aldrich’ apparently fits into this 
category. It makes no preiense at 
being more than a light, fluffy com- 
edy. And that’s what it is. 

This one is a farce comedy built 
on broader lines. Said lines come 
close to burlesque at times. Motivat- 
ing theme is the desire of a Nebraska 
schoolmarm to prove that women 
deserve a spot on the staff of a big 
N. Y. daily. This idea is kept to the 
fore through the lengthy series of 
misadventures as the western teacher 
(young and pretty) asserts herself 
as owner of the publication through 
inheritance. 

Edna May Oliver, vet legit trouper, 
comes through with one of the fun- 
niest performances as the aunt of 
the youthful newspaper boss. Mau- 
reen O’Sullivan is pert and enjoy- 
able as new head of the Manhattan 
daily, who decides the managing 
editor should change his ideas on 
femme scribblers. Walter Pidgeon 
makes a fairly genuine managing 
editor. Rita Johnson, Janet Beecher, 
Paul Harvey, J. Farrell MacDonald 
and Guinn Williams contribute the 
best support. 

George B. Seitz directed with an 
eye for hearty laughter even if the 
moving dumbwaiter gag. a fake am- 
bulance crew and several other slap- 
sticky touches had to be injected. 
They were not essential, but accel- 
erated the pace. Oddly enough, sev- 
eral of the working press fraternity 
looked and acted like members of 
the Fourth Estate- Herman J. 
Mankiewicz put several original 
twists into the writing plot, but his 
best effort is in the comedy dialog. 

Picture should do okay in most 
places played dual. Wear, 


FORLORN RIVER 


Paramount production and release. Feae 
tures Larry Crabbe, June Martel, Johfi 
Patterson, Syd Saylor, Harvey Stephens, 


Directed by Charles Barton. Screenplay by 


Stuart Anthony and Robert Yost ‘rom novel 











by Zane Grey; film editor, John Links 
camera, Harry Hallenberger. At Strand, 
Brooklyn, double bill, week Sept. 20, ’'37, 
Running time, 62 mins, 

a | POETS eT Per Terr TT Tee Larry Crabbe 
Ina Blaine.. .«...June Martel 
Ben Ide....... .. John Patterson 
ir eR .. eerere Tere Harvey Stephens 
Sheriff Grundy....... .Chester Conklin 
Sheriff Jim Warner....ccccscess. Lew Kelly 
‘Weary’ Pierce..... .-.e--5yd Saylor 
BOING « 5:5 4.500450 cea e -William Duncan 
Bel Hall. os oes ecee .. Raphael Bennett 
Millie Moran..... Ceeececccsess Ruth Warren 
EEE errr hgseu-ee¥-eus Lee Powell 
WRT cosevistitecs occsees Oscar G. Hendrian 
SO. WtWOODs 46566605 4000004 Robert Homans 
SPOVER WARM si divaccdeceececss Purnell Pratt 
MCN Gs ear videboedensbace ver Larry Lawrence 
SON chi scacekseecsseede so Barlowe Borland 
os pada SHELTER EP POE TCT e TPT ETE Tom Ung 
Chet Parker.............Merrill McCormick 
PA DORR s cceccsasocntc cess Vester Pegg 





This glorified western suffers in 
early passages through tepid direc- 
tion and story impediments. Several 
nice performances later on help to 
make it measure up with previous 
Zane Grey actioners. But ‘Forlorn 
River’ turns out to be a weak B pro- 
duction, geared for such dual spots 
where this type of film is needed. 
It’s handicapped, too, by the absence 
of cast names. 

Unbelievable situations and jumpy 
continuity dot preliminary proceed- 
ings. There is a very meller bank 
holdup, followed by some hijackin, 
of the loot by Nevada, the daredevi 
hero, who is a cross between a bane 
dit, a crack sharpshooter and a hard- 
working cowboy. 

Cameraman Harry Hallenberger 
has bagged some picturesque out- 
door shooting of the rugged country 
in which the plot is laid. He’s done 
a bang-up job. Stuart Anthony and 
Robert Yost have not been so for- 
tunate in translating the Grev yarn. 
Not only have they scattered the in- 
terest but they have failed to de- 
velop the character of Nevada prop- 
erly. Had this been done, the in- 
numerrble other characters and pos- 
sibly the story develooment might 
have chimed truer. Dialog is about 
western average. 

Larrv Crabbe makes a commend- 
able figure as the sturdy Nevada. 
Syd Saylor chins in with a skillful 
nerformence of the always hungry 
‘Weary’ Pierce, pal of Nevada. John 
Patterson is satisfactory as the fore- 
man in love with the cattle owners 
dauchter. June Martel nleys the IJat- 
ter in so-so fashion. Ruth Warren's 
nortrayal of the camp cook is the 
hest femme thespian bit. Chester 
Conklin, as a_ sheriff: Harvey 
Stenhens. as the ovtlew boss: Pur- 
nel] Pratt ond Lew Kellv are best in 
support. Charles Barton’s direction 
Wear. 


is haphazard, 
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COUNSEL FOR CRIME 


mbia production and release. Fea 
Otto Kruger, Douglass Montgomery, 
tureseline Wells. Directed by John 
mie Lay Screenplay, Fred Niblo, Jr., Grace 
Neville, Lee Loeb, Harold Buchman; 
story, Harold Shumate; camera, Henry 
Freilich; editor, Otto Meyer. - At Varsity, 
Lincoln, dual. Running time, 61 mins. 


m Mellon..ssecsereeese .Otto Kruger 
Wit Maddox. -seeeesDVouglass Montgomery 
Ann McIntyré....+.-+++++-Jacqueline Wells 
Senator Maddox......++.+«+.Thurston Hall 


Colu 





addox..... eooceecesss- Nana Bryant 
By Sabdeeesece seseecess--Gene Morgan 
Edwin Mitechell......+- »e+»-Marec Lawrence 
Aga Stewart......ee-ee wee Robert Warwick 
George EVans...----eees ...-Stanley Fields 





Entertaining for the most part is 


‘Counsel for Crime,’ but not of b.o. | 


caliber. None of the cast is front 
rank, although several able perform- 
ers are listed. It’s mostly Otto Kru- 
ger, a criminal lawyer who fixes 
alibis for his clients before they 
commit murder or mayhem. 

Makeup department added to Kru- 
ger’s glamour by handing him gray 
hair, which he wears attractively. 
General situation finds him the 
father of a child from one of those 
heaven-made marriages with Nana 
Bryant, and the la ows up to 
study law, Douglass ontgomery. 
Miss Bryant, having married long 
since and the wife of a senator, 
Thurston Hall, had adopted the boy 
and kept it a secret. On graduation 
day Kruger picks off the lad and 
offers him a law-clerk’s job, which is 
seized upon eagerly. 

Thurston Hall gets the least crack 
at the picture of anyone, barely 
showing in three frames, while Nana 
Bryant adds to it with a show of 
motherhood turmoil, lest her secret 
get out. Woo interest is confined to 
Montgomery and Jacqueline Wells, 
latter an office stenog and very 
loyal to her boss (Kruger), even 
though his policies are shady. Yeggs 
doing their bit are Stanley Fields 
and Marc Lawrence, both up to their 
call. Gene Morgan is the office 
handyman, and slightly comic. 

Douglass Montgomery looks the 
part of the fledgling lawyer, all their 
usual top-heavy conceit, etc. He 
bears the weight of the world on his 
shoulders, and the earnest hope that 
through him all the legal malprac- 
tice shall be erased. Even though 
Kruger is a bad egg, the sympathy 
all goes to him rather than his son, 
who is right before anything else. 

Film doesn’t dally much, but 
builds directly to what the audi- 
ence feels must necessarily happen— 
the son be pitted against the father 
in courtroom encounter. Writers 
added zest to it by having the father 
accused and confessed a murderer. 
After building all the sympathy for 
Kruger, he couldn’t get a first de- 
gree charge stuck, of course, and so 
only goes to prison for years, 
Fade is on his assurance to Nana 
Bryant, who comes to see him in his 
cell, that both will be punished, but 
hers is the worst. 

Won't disappoint those who get 
caught with it on a dual. But will 
disappoint at the wicket if standing 
by itself. Barn. 


Moonlight on the Range 
(WITH SONGS) 


Spectrum release of Jed Buell-George H,. 
Callaghan production. Stars Fred Scott, 
Directed by Sam Newfield; story, Whitney 
Williams; screen play, Fred Myton; camera, 


Robert Cline; music, Don Swander and 
June Hershey. At Arena, dual, two days, 
Oct. 1-2, ’37. Running time, 52 mins, 

Cast: Al St. John, Lois January, Dick 
Curtis, Frank La Rue, Jimmy Aubrey, 
Oscar Gahan, George Morrell, Carl Mat- 
thews, Wade Walker, Bill McCall, Shorty 


Miller, Jack Evans, Rudy Sooter, 





Selection of a snappier title would 
have been more in keeping with the 
quality and speed of this all-around 
good western. Label might lead the 
kiddies to believe that it’s a moon- 
light cream puff party and so have 
a reverse action at the b.o. Follow- 
ing the opening singing, run-off 
speedily dissipates false impression 
of title and develops another zippy, 
fighting Sam Newfield second- 
run‘%er. 

Newcomer Fred Scott is not of the 
Pretty boy type, but, rather, a husky 
who looks more like what he’s sup- 
a to be than the rest of the 
eather lads. His lusty baritone fits 
his frame and fits in neatly in sev- 
eral musical notches created for 
Shindig,’ ‘Sundown Trail,’ ’Albu- 

uerque’ and ‘As Time Goes On. 

One of the songs is very good 
lyrically, but sound nice in the sage 
background, although all listen pretty 
much the same. 

Heart throb, Lois January, looks 
more at home in parlor type stories 
and would do well to steer clear of 
Similar western roles. Because of 
the always overshadowing hero 
roles, femmes don’t get much chance 
at being anything but up-gazers while 
the big boys emote, which frequently 
makes the gals not a little ridiculous. 

er appearance is no exception. 

Suspected of being on the wrong 
a of the law, begause of his evil 
nit-brother double, Scott is kept on 
ie run by both the law seeking his 

ide and the fact that he holds a 
8rudge for his unsavory frere whom 
- Seeks to rub out. He fights his 
t ay into a job by licking a bully ex- 
oman and fights his way clear of 
, arses by finally collaring his 

rother in a mountain cabin and lit- 
a Wiping uv the floor with him. 
bevlier in the yarn the killer 
ag ant ‘Scott in dual role) wings 
ona hero in a timed gun battle be- 

veen the two. Shooting match is 


- 


very well staged, as is all the gun 
and fist work. Sam Newfield some- 
where learned the effect of good 
hand-to-hand battles, and uses them 
to advantage in all his prods with- 
out once losing his grip on what 
might easily be too well staged. 
apabie support and good camera 
work enhance a better than average 
western film wherein even the horses 
are good and a little comedy is found 
in an unusual jail escape. Hurl. 


SMASH AND GRAB 


(BRITISH MADE) 

London, Sept. 21. 
General Film Distribs release of Jack 
Buchanan Prod. Stars Jack Buchanan; 
features Elsie Randolph. Directed by Tim 





Whelan. Screen play. Ralph Spence, Jack 
Buchanan; original, Tim Whelan; camera, 
Henry Harris. At Phoenix, Loadon, Sept. 
20, ’'37. Running time 77 mins. 

rr Jack Buchanan 
Alice Thornby......0..0..:; Kisie Randolph 
Serre Arthur Margetson 
PRIMO. bk cde ci sesesessescacd Anthony Holles 
RIND: 6.6.06 6s 6 edoces ces Kdmund Willard 
CC Aadedadelibnestenvwaec's David Burns 
Rankin eeeee Lawrence Grosamith 
DE 6p ons G64 4Ebs Dense vede ee Zoe Wynn 
INNS i4- 4 weees cca Ken 04 Lawrence Hanray 


As near an imitation of ‘The Thin 
Man’ as could be wished for. There 
is a distinct difference in produc- 
tion cost from ali angles, but the 
British attempt is an excellent one 


and should be good entertainment, 
as well. as a big draw in the prov- 
inces and might even be a desirable 
second feature for the U. S. The 
West End might jibe at it, however, 
because its story won’t stand analy- 
sis. 

Buchanan plays a suave, noncha- 
lant detective for a burglary insur- 
ance Co., which is suffering from 
the operations of an international 
smash and grab ring. Elsie Randolph 
has the role of his wife, who has to 
participate in her husband’s busi- 
ness, accepting jobs as a jeweller’s 
assistant in a Bond Street shop, and 
submitting te the proprietor’s dis- 
honorable attentions; then descend- 
ing one step lower. as manicurist in 
a barber shop which is the head- 
quarters of the gang. 

This pair of musical comedy lumi- 
naries reveal concealed talent as 
straight actors, and never once re- 
sort to either song or dance. More 
or less of a daring experiment for 
Buchanan, who displays an earnest- 
ness and sincerity one doesn’t look 
for or expect. 

Small, but competent cast, well 
directed, with good photography. 
But whoever heard of a _ barber’s 
mud-pack hardening on the face of 
a dead man and, when removed, 
breaking into large sections which 
could readily be put together and 
form a death mask? Jolo. 


(WITH SONG) 

Ambassador release of Maurice Conn pro- 
duction. Features Kermit Maynard and 
Harlene Wood. Directed by Jack Knglish. 
Screenplay by Joseph O'Donnell from story 
by James Oliver Curwoeod; film editor, 
Richard G. Wray: song, Connie Lee; cam- 
era, Jack Greenhalgh. At Chaloner, N,. Y.., 












deuble bill, Oct. 2, '37, Running time, 58 
mins. 

Larry Graham............ Kermit Maynard 
TE ARNO c,. 686.0 8000 00046540 Tack Ingram 
Anita Saunders...... ....Harlene Wood 
Ace Beldon......0++. »Maston Williams 
Capt. Saunders.........+....Gruce Mitchell 
Dave Stone......ccsccccscsess- Karl Hackett 
BOM . . cccscccccescccese aeieas Sherry Tansey 
| | SPP eerie CeCe ceseoess Cliff, Parkinson 
BEOEE . cdots cccccceccsccscess Cherokee Alcorn 





‘Whistling Bullets’ is noteworthy 
in proving what an indie producer, 
having a limited budget, can accom- 
plish with a story about Texas 
Rangers when film-making _ staff 
works intelligently. Instead of a 
meandering cactus fable, film is 
nearly a full hour of tingling excite- 
ment, action galore and_ nicely 
pitched suspense. It should rate 
high on twinners where they relish 
western fare. 

For once, the scripter followed 
closely the general idea of the orig- 
inal author, James Oliver Curwood. 
It hinges on the effort of the Ranger 
high command to locate stolen 
money, by placing one of his force 
in prison and getting the western 
outlaw outside so he can tip-off 
where the swag is cached. Not only 
has the escape episode been cleverly 
done, but it has been kept subordi- 
nate to the exciting events that trans- 
pire in the open spaces. 

Kermit Maynard, the Ranger who 


pals with the stolen cash, looks 50°; 
improved since his efforts several 
months ago. It may have been the 
direction, dialog and events but his 
performance here _ indicates 
building in deserved popularity. 
Looking like a Ranger, Maynard now 
adds some acting ability to his ath- 
letic feats. Remainder of cast is well 
chosen. with Harlene Wood as an 
acceptable boyish heroine: Jack In- 
gram, Maston Williams, Karl Hackett 
and Bruce Mitchell adding much to 
the realistic ring of happenings. 
Story is kept moving at an even 


has cashed in on several suspenseful 
moments effectively. Joseph O’Don- 
nell has done commendable script- 
ing, with the producers wisely mak- 
ing the smooth dialog incidental to 
the action. Jack Greenhalgh’'s pho- 
tography, except for a few lapses. is 











unusually good. Wear. 


WHISTLING BULLETS 


lives to capture the bandit and his | 


he is, 


tempo by director Jack English, who | 


Universal release of 
Starr production. Features Preston Foster, 
Carol Hughes, Barbara Pepper. Directed 
by Christy Cabanne. Screenplay by Rob- 
ertson White from Jonathan Latimer's 
novel, ‘Headed for a Hearse." Camera, 
Ira Morgan, Reviewed in Projection Room, 


Larry Fox-Irving 


N. Y., Sept. 380, '37. Running time, 62 
mins 

Detective Crane.....ccscccese Preston Foster 
Emily Lott.....ceesseeeeeee+-Carol Hughes 
rr rae Barbara Pepper 
WGI so u550 006 PYevETeTirery Frank Jenks 
Brentino........ ebecccccccvecd Astrid Allwyn 
Holston..... COCCCCO CC CCeS ES George Meeker 
Westland coeecesee seeee+Theodore Von Eltz 
KF TAZEC.... 44. Preeery eeseeeClarence Wilson 
bn, FE Te Russell Hicks 
eres rerers Rollo Lloyd 
WT MEU 6 ck 00 sGeabeises +++ Selmer Jackson 
NUNS «6 60eeeckbbace Cebaes Thomas Jackson 
SEW OOO OR : 650004 00080000.00bn5% Ben Lewis 
OGOODOR isos isewes cvceves Charlie Murphy 

Perr yes ae Eddie Kane 


EY COMING. 6 coc oncceccees Thomas Quinn 





Taking the reverse to the usual 
slant on a crime-mystery story, with 
an innocent man ready for execu- 
tion only a few days before a super- 
detective is turned loose on the case, 
this Crime Club story fails to meas- 
ure up to its potentialities. ‘West- 
land Case’ represents expensive pro- 
duction values, careful producing 
and several good acting efforts, but 
it seldom rises to its initial promise. 

With an apparently innocent man 
headed for the chair, the high- 
powered Sherlock of this fable is 
handed the assignment of gathering 
sufficient evidence to warrant a re- 


prieve. There were numerous 
angles for building the talents of the 
sleuth, but only a few were taken 
advantage of. Those that were over- 
looked or which were not aptly 
maneuvered are what weaken the 
whole fabric. 

_ Presumably the authors and pub- 
lishers of ‘Headed for a Hearse’ 
novel would have difficulty, just the 
same as film fans will, in following 
the mystery and attempts to solve it. 
There is such a thing as making it 
too baffling for screen consumption. 
Such is the case here. Audience is 
not let in often enough on what De- 
tective Crane is doing or striving to 
accomplish. There is not sufficient 
excuse for his bragging. 

Preston Foster might have done 
better with brighter dialog. Carol 
Hughes is okay as the sweetheart of 
the condemned man, and Frank 
Jenks again scores as comic relief. 
Barbara Pepper, as the voluptuous 
playgirl blonde, gives a nice imita- 
tion of Mae West even down to one 
or two lines. Importance of her in 
the plot seems to have been a pro- 
duction afterthought to give the 
yarn more feminine appeal. George 
Meeker provides his usual steady 
performance. Remainder of cast is 
featured by — portrayals by 
Astrid Allwyn, eodore Von Eltz, 
Clarence Wilson, Rollo Lloyd and 
Edna Salee. 

Christy Cabanne’s direction repre- 
sents one of his weaker attempts. 
Ira Morgan is fair in his photograph- 
ing with the location work done 
around Chicago outstanding. Larry 
Fox and Irving Starr produced with 
an eye for making it a topflight 
entry. ‘The Westland Casé,’ aside 
from lacking marquee names, is only 
strong enough for duo combos. 

Wear. 














Life Begins with Love 


Columbia production and release, Stara 
Douglass Montgomery, Jean Parker. Di-« 
rected by Raymond B. McCarey. Screen- 


play, Thomas Mitchell and Brown Holmes; 





story, Dorothy Bennett; camera, Lucien 
Ballard; editor, Viola Lawrence. At Var- 
sity, Lincoln, dual. Running time, 72 
mins, 
| COPONS, sci cdecceecsccsodsccses Jean Parker 
) Drake: BV 4.906680 0802 Douglass Montgomery 
DOGG. « o6.0400500603000060RER Edith Fellowes 
PRAESUOONEE « o. 5:0 0000060680000488 Leona Maricle 
; Colonel DOGRG. 146606000600s5 Lumsden Hare 
| Roberts...... eoeee.- Aubrey Mather 
PORTO vac. 6.5 006064560 00063 09.04 James Burke 
| Bere, BRC vicecesteeeess Minerva Urecal 
POMMODIAE . 05 6000 066605086608% Scotty Beckett 
| stevie CDOS oreccsesresesceovecesed Joel Davis 
| SS $F 6S er ccckescteusoeaces Joyce Kay 





| One of the lesser prints, strictly of 
'second feature classification. Limp- 
iness of the story lays with Douglass 
| Montgomery’s carriage of an already 
simpy role in simpy fashion. Ex- 
|cellent work on the part of Jean 


'Parker is unable to get it out in the | 


| open. Detracts a bit, also, to have 
her go hook and line for Montgom- 
ery’s lacey characterization. 

| Fourth in line to inherit millions, 
|Montgomery is following the tradi- 


|tional path—liquor bottles, women, | 
'ete., while plans are being laid to | 
transfer to him all the vast holdings | 


'now operated by his grandfather, 
|Lumsden Hare. While well-juiced 
lone evening, he promises a street 
corner soap-boxer’s audience he'll 
give all his jingle away when he in- 
| herits it. 

Contrasting, Jean Parker runs a 
|nursery school, with one problem 
ichild, an orphan, Edith Fellowes. 
|Hookup is that the school was en- 
|dowed by the Drake (Montgomery) 
| millions, and in seeking refuge from 
lthe lawn clamorers for the share- 
\the-wealth program, Montgomery 
| scrams to it and gets a job as janitor 
to hide out. Ointment fly is Leona 
|Maricle, who wants to marry the 
Drake millions through a slight altar 
procedure involving the _ pickied 
| grandson. 

Film belongs to Jean Parker and 
Edith Fellowes, most of the goings- 
on directly involving or attributable 
ito them. For a nursery-schooler, 


THE WESTLAND CASE_ 








fairish bets for films. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Heavy play being given the Jack Doyle-Judith Allen-Delphine Dodge 
love triangle, with Miss Allen's $2,000,000 alienation suit providing the 
highlight of the week, has brought both Doyle and his Irish shadow, Jimmy 
McElveen, to the attention of producers. 





Both Hibernian lads look like 


Doyle’s glamorous history since he first broke into 


print as a crooning heavyweight mounted to swift climax after climax the 


last few months with the colorful backgrounds of Lake Tahoe, Cal-Neva, 


Reno, and now Hollywood figuring prominently. Doyle stands around six 


feet four, and is a good-looking youngster. 


MclIieen has a lot of m.c. ex- 


perience behind him in NY niteries and now wants to act. 


due in, 


arrived from abroad the day before. 


In the east, an indie film in which Doyle had a bit is getting quick re- 
vival bookings, with Doyle’s name going up on the marquees. ~ 





Instance of the way cooperation often goes between foreign press and 
studio publicity department is case of a correspondent who got a tip a 
foreign star was coming in ahead of schedule, and called up publicity 
department to let him know when they got a confirmation. 
none, and each day the correspondent called up they said they were with- 
out word, but would call him back as soon as they knew when she was 


Studio had 


Scribe’s daily tickler got pretty tiring all around and studio asked the 
correspondent not to be so worried about it, they’de surely ict him know 
long enough before her arrival for him to meet her at the flying field, 
Two hours after studio assurance correspondent picked up an afternoon 
paper and on page one was a picture of the star. 


Story revealed star had 





Though no official explanation was issued this week as to why Pathe 
newsreel views of the Chinese-Japanese struggle were withdrawn in the 
previous week, cameramen learned that Pathe newsreel officials were in- 
censed over Universal newsreel’s attempt to put the finger on the clips 
as old shots from the previous Sino-Japanese trouble. 
Government ordered the Pathe clips withdrawn was discounted by rival 
newsreels, with executives recalling no previous instance where Federal 
authorities ordered any deletions in the last 10 years. 
have been instances where the secretary to the chief executive had ‘sug- 
gested’ certain changes but these were made only as a request. 


One report that the 


They said that there 





Cost sheets for costumes on Warners elaborate color production, ‘Adven- 


tures of Robin Hood,’ have run into a very pretty penny, around $435,000 


up to now, according to estimates of the costume department. 
Havilland has 18 changes, all her gowns being expensive brocades costing 
around $800 each. Each of the 45 court ladies has numerous changes cost- 
ing from $75 to $200 each, while more than 200 specialiy designed male 
costumes figure in the budget as well. 


the costumes. 





Olivia de 


Milo Anderson is superintending 


Film also requires heavy expenditure for props while the 
cost of keeping the company out on location a month or more will make 


‘Robin Hood’ run well over the $1,000,000 mark. 





Gang of femme scribes from the Boston papers in Hollywood recently 


uptake. 


gandering the lots set such a terrific pace that a flock from a major studio 
who had been assigned to squire them had to go to a hospital threatened 
with pneumonia superinduced by fatigue. 
halt because they couldn’t take it with the fast-stepping gals from Bean- 
town. Same bevy of femmes also was spotlighted at a number of swank 
social functions in the film colony and came through with colors flying 
higher than the Bunker Hill monument proving themselves snappy on the 


Other publicity boys cried a 





Pix execs who were planning a certain deluxe cruise next winter to 
South America were allegedly told there was a racial quota by the travel 
bureau who have the winter cruise under charter. 
another cruise, but lately, with the market crash, the number of reserva- 
tions has created a new attitude. The film bunch, many of whom counted 
on visiting S. A. exchanges while en tour, are still burning and plan 
making an issue of it either with the foreign line or the travel bureau. 


Some went over to 





Paramount turned a chilly eye not long ago when Warners tried to 
borrow Porter Hall for a top role in ‘The Adventures of Robin Hood,’ 
offering $3,000 a week for the player’s services, considerably more than he 
draws from Paramount. Hall was eager to play the part but no dice with 
his bosses, who needed him for ‘True Confession.’ 
with that chore and Paramount, with nothing else for him to do, has cast 
him in a routine role in “They Knew What Happened.’ 


Now he’s washed up 





Jean is probably the best looker and 
best dresser ever to draw pittance 
salary. The Fellowes kid, capability 
established several times before, isa 
harum-scarum with ideas about 
buckets of blood, murder mysteries, 
and an otherwise rampant imagi- 
nary. Miss Maricle. clothes-horse 
mostly, is best in a short interlude 
while Si Wills (unbilled) is doing 
photos of her in bridal finery. She 
stops tirades and goes to milk-and- 
| honey poses several times in a split 
second. 

| In oddity, the tagging of an Italian 
'woman with an Irish name, in- 
| herited from her husband, works out 
amusingly with Minerva Urecal. In 
| the juvenile section, Joel Davis and 
Scotty Beckett take it away several 
'times. Former is a cute one, way- 
'laid at every opportunity by the 
latter, a self-styled ‘problem child.’ 
| Film is a bad break for Miss Par- 
| ker, who has been out for some time. 
Will see the lesser bookings ex- 
| clusiely. arn, 


| THIS IS CHINA 


Leon Wechsler 


j lease 





production and indie re- 
Frie Berna; musical score, 
| Alfred Uhl; narrative commentary, Jack 
| Foster: narration, Alois Havrilla; American 
| re-editing, Ben Radin, At Cameo, N. Y., 
| week Oct. 4, '87. Running time, 68 mins. 


(‘amera, 


Inside stuff on present-day China 
may have some vogue because of in- 
|terest created by the war situation. 
| Picture as first shown needs cutting 
\badly, but contains some fine photog- 
raphy and a high proportion of un- 
/usual shots. Coverage is wide and 
|ineludes shots made in Mongolia, the 
| Yangtse Valley, life of a typical Chi- 
|nese farmer, and scenes of daily life 
iin Pekin and Shanghai. 

Back-breaking labor and daily ac- 
tivity of the average Chinaman is 
shown to be so far below western 
standards of living that the routine 
of an auto belt worker seems Uto- 
pian by comparison. Coolies pulling 
rickshaws, oarsmen, practically in 
‘galley slavery, and other human 





—————) 


power machines are pointed up to 
suggest that the only way many can 
find happiness is in escape via the 
illegai opium pipe. 

Shots of a bona fide opium den, 
with addicts serving as performers, 
will undoubtedly be considered the 
most interesting parts of the film. A 
subsequent police raid on the den, 
shooting of those who try to escape, 
and the hospital prisons in which ad- 
dicts are placed are further high 
spots of the picture. Responsibility 
for spreading the opium habit in 
China is placed squarely at the door 
of John Bull’s avarice and Japan is 
blamed for the present-day smug- 
gling of the dream poppy into China 
to undermine morale. 

Numerous shots of invading Japa- 
nese are accompanied by comment 
which would serve its purpose bet- 
ter if understated and if more clear- 
ly directed at military officials who 
rule Japan. 

Sections of the film reveal modern 
progress in China. Expert medical 
attention is brought to a cholera 
struck community, to contrast with 
treatment by ritual and _ prayer 
shown earlier. 

The frankness of this picture made 
by a Swiss expedition headed up by 
Leon Wechsler, who also did ‘Wings 


Over Utopia,’ contrasts favorably 
with the Amkino handout on the 
same bill titled ‘Jubilant March’ 


showing the anniversary hey-hey of 
Russia’s national minorities in Red 
Square. 

The usual European group gyme 
nastics, mass alley-oop, and juming 
through hoops for Comrade Stalin, 
who smiles through all 20 minutes of 
this film, is a poor contrast (as a pic- 
ture) to this realistic film study of 
an unhappy nation. 

Commentary by Jack Foster of the 
N. Y. World-Telegram staff could 
have been better. with narration by 
Alois 


Havrilla too much in the 
travelog style for this type of nice 
ture. Ben Radin. responsible for the 
American re-editing, is the son of 


the Cameo’s owner, Matty Radin, 
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NEW ITALIAN 
FILM RULES 


Rome, Sept. 24. 


New decree allowing only two for-| let for the lot, and the first goes up | 


eign pix to be shown for every Ital- 
jan film exhibited has gorie into ef- 
fect. At the same time it has been 
decreed that every exhibitor must 
show at least five Italian films .in 
every three-month period. That 
means he may show 10 foreign films 
in the same period, but if he wants 
to exceed that minimum by showing 


more foreign films, he must show | 


more Italian films, too, to keep up 
the ratio of two to one. 

This decree will practically assure 
Italian production a market as soon 
as finished. It will also prevent ex- 
hibitors from putting off showing 
obligation pictures till a slack sea- 
son, when they might otherwise 
show them all in a lump and re- 
duce their operating costs by laying 
off part of their staffs. This way 
exhibitors will at least, at first, 
when it will be a question whether 
or not the national industry can 
even keep them supplied with a big 
enough quantity of pix, have to 


take the good alomg with the bad, | 


and not be able to economize. 


Holland Imports More 
Fiims Than Anyone Else 


The Hague, Sept. 24. 
Dutch picture trade has to face a 
new problem: the import of foreign 
films. In proportion to the popula- 
tion and the number of cinemas, 
Holland imports the biggest number 
of pictures im all of Europe. In 





1935 there were 514 foreign pictures} 


here, in 1936, 573 films were im- 
ported. Sweden, with four times as 
many theatres, imported 263 pix in 
1957; Poland, with two times as many 


theatres brought in 215, and Switzer- | 


land, with the same number of thea- 
tres brought in 485. 


Dutch Bioscoop Bond, exhib and| 
federation, thinks that the} 


aistrib 
time has come to study the matter. 
Roughly approximated, the 573 
pictures came from the following na- 
tions: America 300, Germany 110, 
France 90, England 60, others 13. 


Ufa Filming in Hague 


The Hague, Sept. 24. 
German UFA-director Erich 
Waschneck is here with his staff at 








Six Scotch Odeons 


London, Sept. 26. 
Odeon Theatres will spend $1,200,- 
000 on a group of six theatres in 
| Scotland, which part of the U. K. 
; Oscar Deutsch is entering for the 
| first time. 
| Constructional 








contract has been 


at Ayr, home country of 
Burns, without delay. 


BRITISH PROBE 
ON CENSORSHIP 


} 
| 


Robert 








London, Sept. 26. 

Probe into motion picture censorr 
ship is to be undertaken by the gov- 
ernment through its newly appoint- 
ed Consultative Committee. Body is 
still being formed, with leading local 
authorities and social groupings nom- 
inating representatives, but move is 
to hasten this and circulate ques- 
tionnaires to bodies likely to be in- 
terested. 

Evidence is to be sought on the 
working of the present system under 
the British Board of Film Censors, 
which works through two categories, 
‘A’ for pictures adjudged suitable for 
adults only, and ‘U’ for those con- 
sidered suitable for general showing. 

Certificates are accepted as the 
standard throughout the U. K., ex- 
cept in individual spots, where local 
‘authorities sometimes, override the 
|B. B. F. C. by permitting exhibs to 
| play approved ‘A’ pictures on the 
|'same terms as “U’ subjects. 
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Finger Pointing 





| 


(Continued from page 1) 

that their concern is not entirely 
| for the good of Hollywood. It is as 
much for the protection of their own 
linterests and their own communi- 
ties as for the picture industry. The 
finger-printing is merely the trap 
‘at the head of the stream toward 
which all the fish are heading. 

While admitting this, the IAI is 
‘also careful to point out the harm 
done by the wave of scandals which 
| has hit Hollywood of late. As an 
/example of the good which could be 
accomplished by a system of finger 
printing the committee cited a two- 
month old case in which a girl 
claiming to be 17 filed criminal 
charges against a man connected 
with Hollywood. Fortunately, in 
this case, the girl’s picture was cir- 
culated, and the police of her home 
state identified her as a known 


QUICK DISTRIB 
INCOME ON PIX 


| British Film Releasing Sys- 
tem Heretofore Too Cas- 
ual—Tied Up Coin in Pix 
for Too Long a Time— 
U. S. Income in 90 Days 
Vs. Britain’s 9-10 Months 





LOCAL ‘WAR’ 





London, Sept. 26. 

Nice little war is brewing up on 
the release problem. On one side is 
United Artists, with Alex Korda and 
Oscar Deutsch as seconds: on the 
other hand, all the other distributors 
—with circuits and indie exhibs at 
present sitting outside the ropes, 
though they may be invited later to 
join in the free-for-all. 


Bone of contention is whether the 
existing British system of delayed re- 
leases shall continue or whether the 
trade can be persuaded to accept 
nation-wide presentation immediate- 
ly after West End pre-release. 


United Artists has had this bee in 
its bonnet a long while, and will 
definitely put it into operation, now 
that it has a big circuit back of it. 
Argument is that earlier release will 
induce bigger attendance and assist 
in creating a wider public for mo- 
tion pictures. Deutsch said go in a 
recent manifesto. 

Real reason, however, is presumed 
to be the keen desire of Korda to 
touch receipts on British pictures 
distributed through U. A. at an ear- 
lier time than heretofore. He sub- 
scribes to a theory that what is 
wrong with British production is the 
manner in which money is tied up 
for many months in pictures before 
they earn any return. 

This, of course, contrasts with the 
American situation, where reports 
suggest the producers get back a 
major portion of their outlay on any 
picture within three months of com- 
pletion, due in part to more rapid 
technical work on the exposed nega- 
tive followed by immediate distribu- 
tion over the whole field. 

An asstmption in the Moyne Quota 
Report, supported by Korda in a re- 
cent treatise, is that British produc- 
ers must strive to diminish the pe- 
riod between starting a picture and 
releasing it to the theatres. 
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|ready for New York showing until 


;ers are entirely safe. 


Balalaika’ Down Under BRITISH ACTS 


The musical, ‘Balalaika,’ which is | 
already a hit in London, has opened 


Dorr Rats DOUBLING IN 
THEATRES 


liamson, Ltd., stealing a march 
the Shuberts, who will not have it 
London, Sept. 26. 
Variety artists have decisively 


|negatived a proposal they should 
’ | permit doubling in motion picture 
| theatres playing mixed programs. 
| Decision arose out of a dispute be- 
| tween the Variety Artists Fed. and 


| Union Cinemas, following introduc- 

| tion by the circuit of a turn working 

= | policy in provincial spots, whereby 

| artists played daily in two theatres. 
V.A.F. protested on the score the 
London, Oct. 5. practice was contrary to its policy, 
|and Fred Bernhard, at a joint con- 


Sam Smith, head of British Lion, ' 
and Herbert Wileox have closed a | ference, offered to be ruled by a 


deal whereby latter produces six | ballot of members. Over 1,000 mem- 
pictures for Lion at Beaconsfield | ers voted and the verdict turned 
studios. First picture a musical | Gown the Union plan by a margin 
titled ‘Nippy,’ starts in November, | %f almost 20-1, | 

and the next stars Gordon Harker. | Bernhard contended that, if al- 
Deal is a 50-50 proposition. |lowed to double acts, Union would 


Pictures will average $150,000 in | be able to extend cine-variety from 
cost. 26 theatres to the entire circuit: it 


. would inerease dates ard salaries 
T. Cochrane Back | 


and open a new field for introduc- 
(Continued from page 6) 





around Christmas time. 

Two Americans, Robert Halliday | 
and Margaret Adams, were signed 
in New York for the Australian 
production by Dorothy Stewart. 
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tion of variety. 
V.A.F. argued it would involve 
|too great a physical strain and re- 

















size of Odeon, but, conversely, by 
using the latter it might do more biz 
with indies in subsequent runs. Also, 
Deutsch may have the good theatres, 
but attendance at several of his more 
spectacular recent additions are re- 





| sult in inferior performance and loss 
| of reputation; it would also cause 
20% duty ad valorum, based on in- | Unemployment through one artist 
voices, an additional 20% is assessed, | 40ing the work of two; and would 
this based on estimated grosses that | ™ean artists doing two shows for 
the picture will do. Admittedly this | N¢ salary, or at best one salary plus, 
is very difficult to figure, and the | ‘ ; 
guesses have to be within reason, in | MEL 
order to pass the customs. How- | LAST STRAW, LER, 
ever, while the ban is on, this does | 
not apply, but it is there to apply | LOOKS A LONDON HIT 
when and if. Re te 
Aside from war fervor, things are 
about normal in Japan and Foreign- | ; _ London, Oct. 5. 
It is in the | ‘People in Love’ was presented at 
war zone that danger exists. and | ‘"¢ Ambassadors theatre last Tues- 
many have left for their own safety. |44Y (28) by Maurice Browne, with 
Cochrane is a pioneer in the| Greta Nissen in the femme lead and 
Orient first going there in 1914 as with a very negligible result. Un- 
manager for Universal. Seventeen | likely that the summer tryout at 
years ago he took on Par’s manage- | Atts theatre has much future in the 
ment, and for a time his scope in- | '¢sular season. 
cluded India, Singapore and other| Last Straw,, melodramatic 
Asiatic spots. But now he has ‘thriller, has been splendidly re- 
enough on his hands to handle the ceived and looks to be successful. 
smaller area, which is, however, ex-| ‘Take It Easy’ closed last Saturday 
pansive, and important. (2), but only for a fortnight, when it 
will reopen on a twice-nightly basis 
minus Herman Timberg and with 
several vaude acts to strengthen. 
Venezuela’s Tourist 
Baiting Travelog Pic 
Dr. Domingo Narvaez, minister of 





the Amsterdam aerodrome for the| street-walker, 24 years of age. 

shooting of ‘Thunder-flight to! Most Hollywood scandals could be 
Claudia’ with Willy Fritsch in the| cleared if the finger-print system 
stellar part. | was used, the International Ass’n for 

Fritsch, who is one of the few | Identification feels. 

German actors who is still very! This organization, headed by Hoo- 
popular in Holland, made personal, ver. and cooperating with the U. S. 
appearances on the stage in Rotter- | Department of Justice, the U. S. In- 
dam and here during the premieres telligence Service, and the Interna- 
of his last picture with Lilian Har-| tional Association of Chiefs of 
vey, ‘Seven Boxes on the Ear.’ Police, is government-sponsored. Its 
members, beside executives from 
|those three bodies, includes one 

ion } police official from each state, and 
Woolf's Un Dicker — from the majority of foreign 

London, Oct. 5. | countries. 

Charles M. Woolf is holding daily | Shewmen-Potice Chief 
conferences with his ‘City’ backers to Heading the committee which is 
acquire substantial interest in Union | to confer with the Hays organization 
Cinemas. is L. M. Rubens, who presented the 
resolution. Rubens was, at one time, 
the largest theatre owner in IIli- 

NEW VIENNA PIC | Mois, owning and controlling the 
Vienna, Sept. 24. | Great States Circuit of some 50 

M. Mamac Prods. is busy at the| houses. He later sold out to Para- 
Sievering Studios, finishing a picture , mount-Publix, but still retains 
‘Plarrer von Kirchfeld’ (‘Priest of | Tights, and is, at present, president 
Kirchfeld’) with Hans Jaray in the of the Royal Theatre Corp., and 
title role. J. Fleck is directing. | formerly was president of the Iili- 

In the large cast are Hansi Stork, "is Motion Picture Theatre Owners 


Frieda Richard and Ludwig Stoesser.| of America. 


Rubens has been interested in 
Barnstyn Abroad 











ported to have caused a few head- 
aches. 
Report emphasized that. whereas| Exhibs, meanwhile, haven't gotten 
‘in the U. S. producers claim at least | around to this problem, probably not 
50% of the cost of a picture is amor-| appreciating its significance. They 
tized within 90 days, in Britain nine| are currently squawking about their 
or 10 months frequently elapses be- | stock demands for easier rental per- 
tween completion of a film and its| centages, though it’s dollars to 
general release. doughnuts their campaign will get 
Situation has been claimed by,no place. Chances are they may 
many independent units as a prime | smell some better advantage in tak- 
factor contributing towards their | ing sides on the earlier release issue, 
failure to get out of the red. Cri-| provided they can be sold that re- 
terion blamed its inability to touch | vision of the system would promote 
and recoup itself for heavy out-| more action at the b.o. 
lays for its slow-down and aban- Main bars to extension of the U. S. 
,donment of production. Atlantic | release system to Great Britain are 
| Films felt the pinch when it had/|in the Films Act of 1927, which pre- 
invested heavily in only one picture | vents blind booking and discourages 
| and was left with little to maintain| block booking, and which might be 


Amortization 











) its overhead until the profits came | involved in any revision of the sell- | 


+ home. Max Schach repeats the samej|ing practice here. Custom is for 
| argument as an. answer on why Cap-| theatres to make up their date books 
| itol wilted. 'following trade presentation of a 
| Odeon, now controlling around | picture, and the law allows up to six 
| 150 theatres in key situations, may | months from the trade show date as 
jbe able to force the pace, and a|the period in which release can be 
| pretty point has arisen over ‘Victoria withheld. 

| the Great.’ General release of this | Rosenblatt’s Advice 

| b.o. natural is timed for early spring | 
| of 1938, long after all the excitement | 


lover its world premieres has sub- | happens in effect is that dates are 


pencilled in well ahead of formally 


public works of Venezuela, sailed for 
home Oct. 2 after buying $15,000 
worth of film producing equipment 
and negative film. He plans pro- 





! 
| 





|bought up the 





That's the theory, but what often | 


| sided, but Deutsch has stepped in) 


|confirmed by signed contract imme- 


ducing several films of a ‘national’ 
nature with government backing on 
his return to Caracas. 
| He came here by plane last week 
|and was going to remain a month 
when notified by his consul here that 
he must return home. He hurriedly 
equipment and 
scrammed Saturday (2). 

On arrival he will start ball roll- 
| ing on a couple of chamber of com- 
merce films to show the world that 
| Venezuela is not a country of v>!l- 
canoes, wild indians, jungles and 


| assorted hazards in an attempt to 


| build up the tourist trade and gen- 
| erally ballyhoo his country. Other, 
|more commercial product’ will 
| follow. 
Jose Tomayo, formerly with Co- 
lumbia Pictures and a native Veno- 
zulean, was brought down there lest 
year to start local film production, 
which up until that time was non- 
| existent. Nothing came of Tomay.’s 
appointment and he has since joined 
a commercial house in Caracas. 


Vienna Rotunde Rased 





police work for 25 years, at one 
time being Commissioner of Illinois 

Jack C. Barnstyn, v.p. in charge 
of foreign operations for Grand Na- 


tional, sails tomorrow (Thurs.) for a 


| State Police, and, at the present time with an offer to put it over his entire 
\is Police Commissioner for Joliet, | circuit on Dee. 27, at the peak of the 
|TiL, location of the State Peniten- | Christmas season. 


| diately tradeshows have been held. | 


Vienna, Sept. 24. 
: : | ‘Die Rotunde,’ one of Vienna's 
Policy may have its drawbacks, | jandmarks in the Prater amusement 


tour of England and Continental Eu- | tiary. He is European representative 
nope to diseuss various distributing | for IAI and also for International 
deals now pending. Edward Ugast | Association of Chiefs of Police. 
Will be in charge in his absence. 

Pe 7 Crown, who has been setting | are 
“sg in Central and South America 

or GN distribution, is now in New 


oe but plans shoving back for 


William FE. Cashin, Director, 
State Bureau of Criminal Identifica- 
tion. N. Y.. and Douglas E. Walsh. 
Superintendent Police Bureau of 


4atin-America within a week or so. Identification, Dallas, Texas. 


| Other members of the committee | 


RKO’s Problem 
| Question RKO-Radio has to ask 


itself is this: Is the company likely to | 


but an interesting contribution to the 
| controversy recently was that of Sol 
| Rosenblatt, who, on his visit here. 
went on record as saying that British 


district, has been destroyed by fire. 
It had lately been used for sample 
fairs. 

Old-timers remember the days bee 


earn more by taking Deutsch up on’ exhibs should stick to their own re-| fore the war when Barnum & Bailey 
his offer, or will it get more andj|lease system at all costs if they|came to town and gave its per- 
| better playdates by waiting? It can| wished to avoid the jams and legal | formances in the Rotunde. Buffalo 
|naturally eventually get into Max-|tussles in which U. S. theatres ave | Bil! followed and then came Max 


well’s or the GB circuits of twice the 


| * 
constantly involved. 


Weinhardt, staging ‘Miracle,’ 
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RODUCED in 20th’s big- picture 
P eredition ...in every way worthy of 
your No. 1 star! With all the warmth, 
tenderness and beauty of this story — | 
loved the world over... and the Shirley . * 
who revealed a new and deeper appeal : 
in “Wee Willie Winkie’... now touch- 
ing the fu// depths of your heart in the 


picture you'll always remember her for! 
ee in 99 
with 


JEAN HERSHOLT 


ARTHUR ¢”4 HELEN 


TREACHER * WESTLEY 
PAULINE MOORE ¢« THOMAS BECK 
MARY NASH ¢« SIDNEY BLACKMER 
MADY, CHRISTIANS « SIG RUMANN 
Directed by ALLAN DWAN 

Assoctate Producer Raymond Griffith 4 
From the famous story by Johanna Spyri. Screen play as ¥ ig i 
by Walter Ferris and Julien Josephson. Song “In Oar aa ae 
Little Wooden Shoes” by Lew Pollack and Sidney D. Nena tt ° ee 

Mitchell. Dances staged by Sammy Lee. nc 5 | 











DARRYL F. ZANUCK in Charge of Production ~ 


THE KEYSTONE j& 
OF YOUR FUTURE 
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WFEK ae = 
OF TITLE PRODUC pk 
RELEASE ER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
MINS. BY VARIETY 
@/)' RTISTS : 
8/13/37 A Att Ae gamma L. E. Gensler Par Musical J. Benny-G. Patrick Raoul Walsh 95 8/4 
ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN on) ween RKO Drama F. Stone-M. Lord Richard Rosson 60 7/21 
HANDY ANDY (Reissue) 50 urtze 20th Rom-Dr C. Trevor-S. Blane Allan Dwan 68 7/21 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-R. Taylor D. Butler 81 8/7/34 
DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION Lat we Comedy BD erent Muir F. McDonald 65 9/1 
3 . a ee estern ick Foran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly 
8/20/37 OUTLAWS OF THE ORIENT Col Col Outdoor J. Holt-Mae Clark E. B. Schoedsack 61 ia 
BROADWAY MELODY oF 2 L. Darmour Mono Drama R. Toomey-E. Ralston B. Lynwood 
SHE’S NO LADY OF ’38 Jack Cummings MGM Musical R. Taylor-E, Powell-S. Tucker R. Del Ruth 115 8/18 
HOPALONG RIDES AGAIN B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dvorak-John Trent C. Vidor 65 8/18 
PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1 H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd L. Selander 65 
FLIGHT FROM GLORY —- Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette J. Kane 60 9/22 
LOVE UNDER FIRE a. a Sisk RKO Action O. Stevens-W. Bourne N. Silverstein 66 $/11 
MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR A : — 20th Rom-Com L. somne-O. Ameche G. Marshall 70 8/11 
FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS : — oy = Rom-Com K. Baker-J. Wyman A. E. Green 85 7/28 
greta ms Rom-Com C. Reynolds-A. Sheridan Wm. Clemens 
8/27/37 IT’S ALL YOURS : Wm. Perlberg Col Comedy M. Carroll-F. Lederer E. Nugent 
KING gaye MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
RIDERS OF pa DAWN > ne a MGM Melodrama B. Cabot-J. Chatburn E. Cahn 64 9/1 
ana I . N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
aur wudin A’ tone William Berke Mono Western D. Merrill-Lambie William Nigh 59 9/22 
MAKE A WISH Sat Cae RKO “teusiel i; Broome. Rathbone, =. ‘Raotonn 5 8/28 
eeu os ae Wurtsel 20th Melodrama Lorre-V. Field Norman Foster 66 8/18 
Sees Sas 50 urtzel 20th Western S. Ballew-H. Angel H. Bretherton 56 
: DEAD END Sam Goldwyn UA Drama S. Sidney-J. McCrea William Wyler 90 8/4 
MAN WHO CRIED WOLF E. M. Asher U Melodrama L. Stone-B. Reed L. R. Foster 66 9/29 
CONFESSION WB WB Rom-Drama K. Francis-l. Hunter Joe May 85 7/2 
APPENED IN HOLLYWOOD M. Connc Saesaihe 2 Dix-Fay W Pe RSPEO 6 
3/37 IT HA ; . Connolly Col Comedy R. Dix-Fay Wray H. Lachman 67 10/6 
9/ / GANGWAY : GB GB Comedy Jessie Matthews Sonnie Hale 90 8/18 
vty ae Lt Ma ‘ apne ox oes R. Armstrens- trend Hervey A. Stone 17 
s Sik ondor G) estern Ken Maynard A. Rosson 56 
BIG CITY Norman Krasna MGM Melodrama Tracy-Rainer F. Borzaze 75 9/15 
GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN R. N. Bradbury Mono Outdoor T. Keene-C. Henry R. N. Bradbury 
SOULS AT SEA Hathaway-Jones Par Drama Cooper-Raft H. Hathaway 89 8/11 
LIFE OF THE PARTY E. Kaufman RKO Musical G. Raymond-H. Hilliard W. A: Seiter 86 8/25 
SHEIK STEPS OUT H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr Novarro-L. Lane Irving Pichel 65 7/28 
TH_N ICE R. Griffith 20th Musical Henie-Power-Treacher S. Lanfield 78 8/25 
sia 6 4 hg 8 — Pp. Galgnick UA Rom-Dr R. Colman-M. Carroll J. Cromwell 100 9/1 
d . Edelman WB Musical D. Powell-Waring-Healy W. Keighley 120 8/11 
9/10/37 COUNSEL FOR CRIME W. MacDonald Col Melodrama O. Kruger-J. Wells John Brahm 61 10/6 
THE WOMEN MEN MARRY M. Fessier MGM Drama J. Hutchinson-G. Murphy Earl Taggart 68 9/22 
asian oectee BP. Sees Par Com-Dr W. Gargan-O. Heyward Erle Kenton 
i obert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr J. Ellison-M. Hunt Chris Cabanne 65 10/6 
BORNEO M. Johnson 20th Outdoor Mr. & Mrs. M. Johnson T. Talley 75 9/8 
WILD AND WOOLY John Stone 20th Com-Dr J. Withers-P. Moore Al Werker 90 7/21 
100 MEN AND A GIRL J. Pasternak U Musical Durbin-Stokowski-Menjou H. Koster 85 9/8 
oa wae WB WB Com-Dr B. MacLane-A. Sheridan Louis King 64 9/29 
: Bryan Foy WB Western D. Foran-E. Clancy B. Eason 
/17/37 GAME THAT KILLS H. L. Decker Col Melod C. Quigley-R. Hayward D. R. Leder n / 
9 d LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN - ner ong B. Gabot-Mesirice Roberts Conrad Nagel 7 a8 
THIRTEENTH GUEST (Reissue) M. H. Hoffman Mono Mystery G. Rogers-L. Talbot Albert Ray 65 9/6/32 
_ THE FIREFLY Hunt Stromberg MGM Operetta J. MacDonald-Allan Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
ee an ALDRICH MGM MGM Comedy E. M. Oliver-J. Beecher Geo, B. Seitz 13 10/6 
LADY bi a 7 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett Irv. Cummings 105 8/4 
THAT CERTAIN WOMAN oe z arene I. Hervey-K. Taylor Milt Carruth 
ae : R. Lord WB Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda Ed. Goulding 91 8/4 
9/21/37 SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Com-Dr -winJ. © eee eeoerrn . 
TRAILING TROUBLE 7 iw 4 aN a a Stuart Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 61 
THE BRIDE WORE RED J. Mankiewicz MGM C est fe Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
* wi I I *om- .C ¥ see pre / 
STARS OVER ARIZONA R. N. Bradbur Mono Western » D. Arzner — 100 9/29 
y este Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 65 
SOPHIE LANG GOES WEST Par Par Melodrama G. Michael-L, Crabbe C. Reisner 62 9/8 
40 NAUGHTY GIRLS Wm. Seiter RKO Mystery J. Gleason-ZaSu Pitts Edw. Cline 63 9/8 
BEHIND THE MIKE Lew Brock U Com-Dr W. Gargan-J. Barrett Sid Salkow 
>: BACK IN CIRCULATION S. Bischoff WB Com-Rom P. O’Brien-Blondell R, Enright 100 7/28 
10/1/37 SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E. Daw aoetintnae j 
: MADAME X J. K. McGuinness MGM Drama Gladys Geer: e-W. Willia Sees Wind 7 Hf 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY Mrs. W. Reid Mono Com-Rom Ann Na él W. Hull a pl Hh 4 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME A. Hornblow Par Rom-Dr Irene Senne: Scott S tmnoullna 118 728 
MUSIC FOR MADAME Jesse L. Lasky RKO Musical N. Martini-J, Fontaine J. Blystone 77 9/15 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-J. Allen Joseph Kane 
LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE H. Wilson 20th Musical Ritz Bros.-P. Brooks W. A. Seiter 80 9/29 
CARNIVAL: QUEEN Robt. Presnell U Melodrama D. Kent-R. Wilcox Nate Watt 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson Harold Y 80 10/6 
LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA H Fa thetecian , 
LOVE IS ON THE AIR ae ver ; ws Cc moe "eee a a Rage = tr 
5) om-Rom . Reagan-June Trav Nick Grinde 61 9/15 
8 / LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE M. Connolly Col Rom-Com D. Montgomery-J. re 
10/ (st RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C. eae? RA ieoeen r sei 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Outdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Overman-R. Karns Ralph Murphy 62 
SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M. Marsh Edw. Killy 58 9/29 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D, Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 78 10/6 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser 20th Western Smith Ballew Gus Meins 
FAREWELL AGAIN V. Saville UA Melodrama L. Banks-F. Robson Tim Whelan 
I MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanger UA Rom-Dr J. Bennett-H. Fonda Logan-Ripley 
IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-Dr John Wayne-S. Bromley Art Lubin 60 
THEY WON’T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy WB Drama C. Rains-G. Dickson Mervyn LeRoy 98 6/30 
10/15 /37 MURDER IN GREENWICH VILLAGE W. MacDonald Col Mystery Fay Wray-Richard Arlen Al S. Rogell 
eae WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R. Coleman Chas. Lamont 
DOUBLE WEDDING - J. Mankiewicz MGM Rom-Com Wm. Powell-M. Loy R. Thorpe 85 9/22 
WHERE TRAILS DIVIDE R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene R. N. Bradbury 
ANGEL Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom-Dr Dietrich-Hi. Marshall Ernst Lubitsch $6 9/15 
~~ = A bony ia a "ad B naan ar wd Joe 4 eae Mack sl —— 73 9/1 
ol Siege pu estern ree Mesquiteers m. itney 
HEIDI R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Temple-Hersholt-Treacher Allan Dwan 
THAT’S MY STORY Robt. Presnell U Melodrama C. Morgan-Wm. Lundigan Sid Solkow 
OVER THE GOAL Bryan Foy WB Rom-Com Wm. Hopper-June Travis Noel Smith 62 10/6 
10/22/37 THE AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riskin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Carey Grant Leo McCarey sti 
; KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson 
BERS ee “> * nee onthe Peg > ee te ig reed an — 
. H. Hyman I ist-Rom arbo- rles Boyer arence Brown 
THUNDER TRAIL Par Par Western Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas. Barton 56 9/29 
oma EE on SED ADWAT a oo rin a 2 —— pitred Santell 
RLIE CHAN O? d John one ystery A and-Joan Mars bug Ford , 
STAND-IN W. Wanger UA Comedy L.. Howard-Joan Blondell Tay Garnet °° 10 by 
MERRY-GO-ROUND OF ’38 B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer Irv. Cummings 
THE PERFECT SPECIMEN H. J. Brown WB Com-Rom E. Flynn-Joan Blondell Michael Curtiz 82 9/29 
10 /29 /37 TRAPPED BY G MEN Col Col Melodrama Jack Holt-Wynne Gibson Louis D. Collins 
» i TEX RIDES WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Rav Taylor 
LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN H. Rapf MGM Com-Dr R. Montgomery-R. Russell G. Fitzmaurice 
Is Y, PLEASE Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 72 9/15 
THIS WAY, . 
THERE GOES THE GROOM A. Lewis RKO rt B. Meredith-Ann Sothern Joseph Santley 66 
TOWN L. Schwab 20th usica Cantor-T, Martin-J. Lang David Butler 
ALI pa By exes L. Fox-S. Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne 62 10/6 
THE GREAT GARRICK M. LeRoy WB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
11/5/ ’ MANCE E. Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Douglas Edw. Griffith 
/S, sad PWING IT, SAILOR D. Diamond GN Com-Dr W. Ford-J. Jewell Ray Cannon 
THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-A., Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
HOLD ’EM, NAVY Par Par Football Lew Ayres-M. Carlisle K. Neumann 
VE K H. Wilson 20th Com-Rom A. Sothern-J. Haley O. L. Preminger 
DANGER, LOVE AT WOR : “ 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy Lombard-F. March Wm. Wellman 
GIRL WITH IDEAS Ed. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Pidgeon-W. Barrie Sylvan Simon 
i Cosmo WB Melodrama John Litel-A. Sheridan Wm. McGann 
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HAS ARRIVED: 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Production was at @ low level in Hollywood this week, with only 38 
actively before the cameras, as against 42 two weeks ago. The number in 
the cutting rooms is 74, the same as last week. There are no indications for 


an immediate pickup, since studios are about up to schedule on the 588 pix 
promised by major studios for the 1937-38 season. A total of 378 remains 
to go into production. 





Columbia 





Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Piaced Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
' Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ........ ée 40 3 1 8 28 4 
Westerns ....cse0 22 2 1 2 17 1 


Te 96:00. 5 o000 ey ae 5 2 10 45 5 

Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘MURDER IN GREENWICH VILLAGE,’ formerly titled ‘PARK AVE- 
NUE DAME,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving Briskin unit; 
directed by Al Rogell; original by Robert T. Shannon; screen play by 
Michael Simmons; photography by Henry Freulich. Cast: Richard Arlen, 
Fay Wray, Mary Russell, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Raymond Walburn, 
Gene. Morgan, Mare Lawrence, George McKay. 

‘PAID TO DANCE,’ formerly titled ‘WOMEN OF THE NIGHT,’ produced 
by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; origirial by Leslie White; 
screen play by Robert Cohen; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Don 
Terry, Jacqueline Wells, Ralph Byrd, Rita Hayworth, Arthur Loft, John 
Gallaudet, Louise Stanley, Paul Fix, Thurston Hall. 

‘THE AWFUL TRUTH,’ | peg by Everett Riskin; directed by Leo 
McCarey; original story by Arthur Richman; screen play by Dwight Taylor 
and Vina Delmar; photographed by Joe Walker. Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary 
Grant, Ralph Bellamy, Joyce Compton, Wyn Cahoon, Robert Allen, Cecil 
Cunningham. 

LL TAKE ROMANCE,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by 
Edward H. Griffith; photographed by Lucien Andriot; no writing credits 
announced as yet. Cast: Grace Moore, Melvyn Douglas, Stuart Erwin, 
Andre Beranger, Helen Westley, Richard Carle, Walter Kingsford. 

‘ALL AMERICAN SWEETHEART,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Robert E. 
Kent; screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr., Grace Neville and Michael L. Sim- 
mons; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Scott Colton, Patricia Farr, 
Gene Morgan, Ruth Hilliard, Joe Twerp, Allen Brook, Thurston Hall, Louis 
De Pron. 

‘THE OLD WYOMING TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘SMOKING SIX GUNS,’ 

roduced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Folmer 
Biangsted: original g 4 J. Benton Cheney; screen play by Ed Earl Repp; 
photographed by Al Zeigler. Cast: Charles Starrett, Barbara Weeks, Don 
Grayson, Dick Curtis, Ed Le Saint, Art Mix. ; < ap 

‘CARNIVAL LADY,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by C, C. Coleman, Jr.; original by Milton Raison; screen play 
by Lambert Hillyer and Arthur T. Horman; photographed by Lucien 
Ballard. Cast: Charles Quigley, Rita Hayworth, Marc Lawrence, Donald 
Kirk, Dwight Frye and Arthur Loft. : 

‘I MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ produced by Sydney Buchman; directed by 
Marion Gering. Magazine story by B. Avery Strakosh; screen play by 
Gladys Lehman and Delmer Daves; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. 
Cast: John Boles, Luli Deste, Helen Westley, Frances Drake, Thomas 
Mitchell, Patricia Farr. 

‘COLLEGE FOLLIES OF 1938,’ formerly titled ‘FRESHMAN FOLLIES,’ 
produced by Nat Perrin; directed by Al Rogell; original by Corey Ford; 
camera by Joe Walker. Cast: Charles Starrett, Joan Perry, Walter Con- 
nolly, Jimmy Durante, Gertrude Niesen, Romo Vincent, Chaz Chase, Hal 
LeRoy, Johnny Green, Raymond Walburn, Howard, Fine and Howard, 
Virginia Dale, Ernest Truex, Jimmy Wallington, Gene Morgan, Louis 
Prima, Thurston Hall, Jeni Legon. 

‘HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP,’ Coronet production for Columbia release. 
Directed by Ewing Scott; no other credits available. Cast: Buck Jones, 
Helen Twelvetrees, Grant Withers. 

Columbia Pictures Now in Production 

‘MURDERERS WELCOME,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; magazine story by Philip Wylie. Cast: Jack Holt, 
Katherine De Mille, Craig Reynolds, Luis Alberni, Purnell Pratt, Esther 
Muir, Morgan Wallace. P 

‘FORGOTTEN WOMEN,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Mortimer Braus; 
screen play by Saul Elkins; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Sara 
Padden, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Mayo Methot, Barbara Weeks, Arthur 


Loft, Bess Flowers. 
Grand National 
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ACCEPTS on 8 o- 8 49 9 

Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘HERE’S FLASH CASEY,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander; 
directed by Lynn Shores; original by George Harmon Coxe; screen play, 
John Krafft: camera, Marcel Pickard. Cast: Eric Linden, Boots Mallory, 
Joseph Crehan, Cully Richards, Howard Halg, Harry Harvey, Hoimes 
Herbert, Victor Adams, Matty Kemp, Suzanne Kaaren, Dorothy Vaughn, 
Bryant Washburn, Jr., Maynard Holmes. : 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. , 

‘RENFREW OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED,’ produced and directed by Al 
Herman; original by Laurie York Erskine; screen play by Charles Logue; 
photographed by Francis Corley. Cast: James Newell, Carol Hughes, Wil- 

iam Royle, Donald Reid, David Barclay, William Austin, Herbert Corthel, 
Robert Terry, Kenneth Harlan, William Gould. : 

‘WALLABY JIM OF THE ISLANDS,’ produced by Bud Barsky; directed 
by Charles Lamont; screen play by Bennett R. Cohen; from original by 
Albert Richard Wetjen. Cast: George Houston, Ruth Coleman, William 
von Brincken, Douglas Walton, Mamo Clark, Colin Campbell, Syd Saylor, 
Juan Toreno, Nick Thompson, Warner Richmond, Ed Gargan, William 
Benge, Chris Martin. F . , 

‘HE WANTED TO MARRY,’ produced by David Diamond; directed by 
Raymond Cannon; original by Percy Rowland; screen play by Clarence 
Marks; photographed by Richard Fryer. Cast: Wallace Ford, Ray Mayer, 
Isabel Jewell, Mary Lou Treen, Cully Richards, Max Hoffman, Jr., George 
Humbert, Alexander Leftwich, Kenneth Harlan, Rex Lease. 

‘TEX RIDES WITH THE BOY SCOUTS,’ produced by Edward Finney; 
supervised by Lindsay Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original by Edward 
Kelso; camera, Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Snub Pollard, Horace 
eurphy, Heber Snow, Charles King, Forrest Taylor, Marjorie Reynolds, 

arl Hackett. ; 

‘MR. BOGGS BUYS A BARREL,’ produced by Ben Pivar; directed by 
Gordon Wiles; original by Clarence Budington Kelland; screen play by 
Richard English; photographed by John Stumar. Cast: Stuart Erwin, 
Helen Chandler, Toby Wing, Walter Buron, Spencer Charters, Milburn 
Stone, Wiliiam Moore. : , 

‘FRONTIER TOWN,’ produced by Edward Finney; supervised by Linds- 
ley Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original screen play by Edmond 
Kelso; photographed by Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Ann Evers, Hor- 
ace Murphy, Snub Pollard, Charles King. 

GN Pix Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits 

‘RETURN OF THE SHADOW,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander; 
Original screen play by John Krafft. Cast: Rod La Roque. No other 
assignments as yet. 

‘WALLABY JIM OF THE SOUTH SEAS,’ produced by Bud Barsky; 
screen play by Raymond Schrock, based on original by Albert Richard 

etjen. Cast: George Houston; no other assignments. 

WITH PLEASURE, MADAME,’ to be produced by Eugen Frenke; no 





definite starting date; original screen play by Albert Cohen and Hans 
Kraley. Cast: Anna Sten. No other assignments as yet. 

‘LOVE ME AGAIN,’ to be produced and directed by Victor Schertzinger; 
original by Schertzinger; screen play by John Francis Larkin. Cast: Anna 
Sten. No other assignments as yet. 

‘ROLLING PLAINS,’ produced by Edward Finney; supervised by Linds- 
ley Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original by Edmond Kelso; photo- 
seoemed by Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Snub Pollard, Horace Murphy, 

harles King, Heeber Snow. 

‘FURY’S IN THE SADDLE,’ produced by George Hirliman; original by 
Arthur Hoerl. Cast: Ruth Mix. No other credits, 

‘RENFREW RIDES AGAIN,’ produced and directed by Al Herman; 
screen play by Charles Logue from story by Laurie York Erskine. Cast: 
James Newill. 

‘LOVE RUNS INTO MONEY,’ produced by Bennie F. Zeidman; screen 


play by Erwin Gelsey and Marjorie Klein from Gelsey’s original. No| 


other credits. 
_ ‘SIGNALS OVER,’ produced by Ben Pivar; screen play by Richard Eng- 
lish from original by Dudley Early. Cast: Stuart Erwin. No other credits. 


Metro 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘CONQUEST,’ formerly titled ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ produced by 
Bernard Hyman; directed by Clarence Brown; novel by Gasiorowski; 
screen play by S. N. Behrman, Salka Viertel, Zoe Akins, Sam Hoffenstein 
and Talbot Jennings; dance direction by Val Raset; photographed by Karl 
Freund. Cast: Greta Garbo, Charles Boyer, Reginald Owen, Henry Steph- 
enson, C. Henry Gordon, Maria Ouspenskaya, Alan Marshall, George Hous- 
ton, Shepard Strudwick, Ivan Lebedeff, Bodil Rosing, Claude Gillingwater, 
Noble Johnson, Roland Varno. 

‘LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by 
George Fitzmaurice; original by Helen Grace Carlyle; screen play by 
Marion Parsonnet, Charles Brackett and Vincent Lawrence; camera, Ray 
June. Cast: Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Robert Benchley, Helen 
Vinson, Rita Johnson. 

‘BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by 
J. Walter Ruben; original by Ruben, Cast: Wallace Beery, Raymond Hat- 
ton, Virginia Bruce, Lewis Stone, Bruce Cabot, Larry Doyle, Joseph 
Calleia, Guy Kibbee, Warren Hymer, Cliff Edwards, Noah Beery, Sr., 
Arthur Hohl, Robert Gleckler, Olin Howard, Mitchell Lewis, John Qualen. 

‘THE LAST GANGSTER,’ no producer credit; directed by Edward Lud- 
wig; original by Robert Carson and William Wellman; photographed by 
William Daniels. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, James Stewart, Rose Strad- 
ner, Lionel Stander, Douglas Scott, Louise Beavers, Sidney Blackmer, 
Henry Daniell, Allan Baxter, Donald Barry, Moroni Olsen. 

Metro Pix Now in Preduction 

‘MANNEQUIN,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by Frank Bor- 
zage; original by Katharine Brush; photographed by George Dolear. Cast: 
Joan Crawford, Spencer Tracy, Alan Curtis, Mary Phillips, Leo Gorcey, 
Elizabeth Risdon, Oscar O’Shea. 

‘THE FOUR MARYS,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directed by Rich- 
ard Thorpe; original by Fanny Heaslip Lea; photographed by Karl Freund. 
Cast: Myrna Loy, Rosalind Russell, Franchot Tone, Walter Pidgeon, Nana 
Bryant, Leonard Penn, Ruth Hussey, Rita Johnson. 

‘NAVY BLUE AND GOLD,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist; directed by 
Sam Wood; screen play from novel by George Bruce; photographed by 
John Seitz. Cast: Robert Young, James Stewart, Lionel Barrymore, Flor- 
ence Rice, Billie Burke, Tom Brown, Barnett Parker, Paul Kelly. 

‘THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed 
a Alfred E. Green; original by J. Walter Ruben and Eleanor Griffin; 
photographed by Len Smith. Cast: Judy Garland, Sophie Tucker, Mickey 
Rooney, Ronald Sinclair, C. Aubrey Smith, Forrester Harvey, Elisha Cook, 
Lionel Belmore. 


Monogram 
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Picture in the cutting room: 

‘WHERE TRAILS DIVIDE,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury; 
original screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert Longe- 
necker. Cast: Tom Keene, Eleanor Stewart, Warner Richmond, Charles 
French, Earle Dwire. 

Monogram Pic Now in Production 

‘FEDERAL BULLETS,’ produced by Lon Young; directed by Karl Brown; 
original screen play by Brown; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: 
Terry Walker, Zeffie Tilbury, Milburn Stone, Helen McKellar, William 
Harrigan, Selmer Jackson, Matty Fain. 

Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits 

‘TELEPHONE OPERATOR,’ produced by Lon Young; original screen 
play by Scott Darling. No other assignments as yet. 

‘PORT OF MISSING GIRLS,’ produced by Lon Young; original screen 
play by Paul Perez; no other assignments. 

‘ROMANCE OF THE LIMBERLOST,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; 
screen play by Marion Orth, based on story by Gene Stratton-Porter. No 
other assignments as yet. 

‘THE MARINES ARE HERE,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; original 
screen play by Charles Logue. No other assignments as yet. 

‘NUMBERED WOMAN,’ to be produced and directed by Arthur Collins. 
Original screen play by Scott Darling and Erna Lazarus. No other assign- 
ments as yet. 

‘BOY OF THE STREETS,’ produced by Scott Dunlap; directed by Wil- 
liam Nigh; original by Rowland Brown; screen play by Gilson Brown. 
Cast: Jackie Cooper, Maureen O’Connor, 


Paramount 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘THE TEXAS TRAIL,’ produced by Harry Sherman; supervised by Ralph 
Ravenscroft; directed by Dave Sellman; original by Clarence E. Mulford;: 
screen play by Jack O’Donnell; additional dialog by Harrison Jacobs. Cast: 
William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Judith Allen. 

‘THE BARRIER,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; 
original by Rex Beach; screen play by Bernard Schubert; additional dialog 
by Harrison Jacobs and Mordaunt Shairp; songs, Harry Tobias and Jack 
Stern; camera, George Barnes. Cast: Leo Carrillo, Jean Parker, Jimmy 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Four A’s Unity | 


(Continued from page 5) 








on entering the field of another 
group may, so long as he remains in 
good standing with his parent group, 
only be required to pay either one- 
half the dues of the new group or 
the difference between the dues of 
the new group and those of the par- 
ent group, whichever is greater. 
Same applies to the initiation fee of 
the new group. Foregoing gall ap- 
ply until the member receives his 
Honorable Withdrawal Card from 
the parent organization, it which 
time he shall begin paying full dues 
in the new field and shall make up 
the difference in initiation fee. 


‘Provisions of this sub-paragraph 
(b) shall not apply to any member 
of any branch of the Four A’s who 
has made in the preceding year or 
is under contract to make in. the 
current year $25,000 or more from 
all activities within the jurisdiction 
of the Four A's. (c) All questions of 
which is the parent organization 
within the meaning of this paragraph 
and all questions as to interpretation 
and application of this agreement 
shall be determined by the inter- 
national board of the Four A’s.’ 


Additional clauses state that any 
other branch of the Four A's may 
become a party to the agreement 
by approval of all parties of the 
agreement and permits any AAAA 
members to join AFRA without in- 
itiation fee before Dec. 1, 1937. 


Agreement was signed by Peggy 
Wood and Paul Dulzell for Equity, 
Peggy Wood and Dorothy Bryant for 
Chorus Equity, Robert Montgomery 
and Boris Karloff for the Screen 
Actors Guild, Eva Gauthier and Leo 
Fischer for the American Guild of 
Musical Artists, and George Heller 
and Emily Holt for the American 
Federation of Radio Artists. 


Agreement was worked out by 
Kenneth Thomson, SAG executive 
secretary; Lawrence Beilenson, SAG 
attorney, and Henry Jaffe, associate 
attorney for SAG, AFRA and AGMA, 
Beilenson and Jaffe actually wrote it. 

Explained that the sentence under 
sub-paragraph (b) exempting from 
the rule all performers earning a 
minimum of $25,000 a year from all 
activities under Four A’s jurisdic- 
tion means that such performers will 
have to pay full dues to each group 
having jurisdiction in various fields 
in which they may work. Copies of 
all performer contracts must be filed 
with performer’s parent body. 

No Gypping on Dues 

Idea of the proviso calling on the 
member to pay either half dues or 
the difference in dues is to prevent 
any performer joining a low-dues 
group and working in the field gov- 
erned by a high-dues group. Equity- 
SAG agreement is excepted in the 
new rule because it was contracted 
some years ago on the formation of 
SAG. Under the terms of that pact, 
Equity, SAG and British Equity 
have a working agreement calling 
for SAG to pay the Equity dues of 
any members of both groups, such 
money to be deducted from the 
member's dues to SAG. 

SAG, AGMA and AFRA dues are 
based on a sliding scale and range 
from $12 to $100 annually. Equity 
dues are a flat $18 a year. 

Understood one of the next steps 
in the AAAA revision will be lift- 
ing the per capita tax each member 
group pays to the Four A’s treasury. 
Tax is now 75c. per member, which 
is conceded to be not more than half 
the amount necessary to operate the 
AAAA under its new and active 
setup. Salary of Frank Gillmore 
alone, as executive director, is 
$13,000 a year. Figuring on a present 
total Four A’s membership of 20,000 
(a liberal estimate), the top income 
to the AAAA from the per capita 
tax would come to only $15,000. That 
would allow only $2,000 annually for 
all other expenses after paying Gill- 
more’s salary. 

Hoped that in the next couple of 
years, if AFRA and AGMA succeed 
in getting Guild Shop contracts in 
their respective fields, the total 
Four A’s membership may grow to 
anywhere from 30,000 to 50,000. That 
would swell the per capita tax cor- 
respondingly, but would also involve 
additional operating expense for the 
parent body. Idea, therefore, is to 
boost the per capita tax about double, 
or to $1.50 annually per member. 
Idea would be to arrange that 
through an agreement outside the 
Four A’s constitution (as was done 
with the interchangeability matter) 
rather than wait for the remote 
amendment to the AAAA constitu- 
tion. Only other course suggested 
would be for the member groups to 
donate additional funds to the 
| Four A’s. 
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sweep you up to the clouds with 
sentiment .. and down to earth 


with laughter, thrills, and grang 


















Relax and have a wonderful time!... 
Hollywood gave this show everything 
from stolen pearls to the HOLLYWOOD 
BOWL on crowded concert night... 
to bring music and laughter and love 
to the screen in a wondrously swell 
entertainment !.. And alone worth the 
price of admission is Martini’s ren- 
dition of that new ballad hit of hits, 
“I Want The World To Know.” 


ALAN MOWBRAY 
BILLY GILBERT 
ALAN WHALE 
GRANT MITCHELL 
ERIK RHODES 
Sisinecese ts Se 
RUDOLF FRIML ROMO VINCENT 


inet: re Peter: A JESSE L, LASKY PRODUCTION 
a Trother™ reat Ycom, — ‘DIRECTED. BY, JONN_BLYSTONE 
; ‘ Sereen Play hy Gertrude Purcell and Robert Narari 
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Adesiine Production Chart 


: Continues from page 19) 
llison, Otto Kruger, J. M. Kerrigan, Andy Clyde, Rober 
ears Sara Haden, Addison Richards. nalbicyd Seep rniica dred 

‘LOVE O TOAST,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed by E. A. 
Dupont; original screen play by Jane Storm, Richard Connell and Doris 
Malloy; photographed by Charles Schoebaum. Cast: Stella Ardler, John 
Payne, Grant Richards, Katharine ‘Sugar’ Kane, Isabel Jewell, Luis Alberni. 

‘BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY,’ produced by B. P. Schulberg: directed 
by Richard Wallace; original by George Auerbach; camera, Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Edward Arnold, Shirley Ross, John Trent, William Frawley, Weber 
and Fields, the Radio Rogues, Ruth Davis, Kitty Kelly. 

‘THRILL OF A LIFETIME,’ produced by Miss Fanchon: directed by 
George Archainbaud; no writing credits announced. Cast: Yacht Club Boys 
Judy Canova, Ben Blue, Betty Grable, Johnny Downs, Eleanore Whitney, 
Leif Ericson, Larry Crabbe. ; 

‘NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL,’ general office production, directed by Ralph 
Murphy; no writing credits announced. Cast: John Barrymore, Lynne 
Overman, Charles Bickford, Louise Campbell, Harvey Stephens, J. Carrol 
Naish, Evelyn Brent, Elizabeth Patterson, Barlowe Borland. 

‘BORN TO THE WEST,’ general office production, directed by Charles 
Barton; other credits not announced. Cast: John Wayne, Marsha Hunt, 
John Mack Brown, Syd Saylor, Monte Blue, John Patterson, Nick Lukats, 
James Craig, Lucien Littlefield. 

‘HOLD ’EM, NAVY,’ general office production; directed by Kurt Neu- 





.. mann; photographed by Henry Sharp; no writer credits. Cast: Lew Ayres, 


Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker, John Howard, Richard Denning, Elizabeth 
Patterson. 

‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE,’ general office production; di- 
rected by Louis King; screen play by Edward T. Lowe, based on original 
by H. C. ‘Sapper’ McNiele; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: John 
Barrymore, Louise Campbell, John Howard, E. E. Clive, Reginald Denny, 
Lucien Littlefield, Nydia Westman. 

‘WELLS FARGO,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd; Howard Esta- 
brook, associate producer; original by Stuart N. Lake; screen play by Paul 
Schofield, Gerald Geraghty and Fred Jackson; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Bob Burns, Lloyd Nolan, Mary Nash, 
a t ania Porter Hall, Robert Cummings, Jane Dewey, Barlowe 

orland. 

Paramount Pix Now in Production 

‘THE BUCCANEER,’ produced and directed by C. B. De Mille; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner; other credits not yet announced. Cast: Fredric 
March, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ian Keith, Walter Brennan, Doug- 
las Dumbrille, Robert Barrat, Fred Kohler, Sr., Beulah Bondi, Margot 
Grahame, Spring Byington. 

‘TRUE CONFESSION,’ produced by Albert Lewin; directed by Wesley 
Ruggles; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff; no writing credits. Cast: Carole 
Lombard, Fred MacMurray, Porter Hall, John Barrymore, Edgar Kennedy, 
Richard Carle, Una Merkel, Fritz Feld. 

‘EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY,’ Major Pictures production; produced by 
Emanuel Cohen; directed by Edward Sutherland; no writing credits. Cast: 
Mae West, Edmund Lowe, Charlie Butterworth, Walter Catlett. 

‘BIG BROADCAST OF 1938,’ produced by Harlan Thompson; directed 
by Mitchell Leisen; no other credits yet announced. Cast: W. C. Fields, 
Martha Raye, Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Leif 
Erikson, Kirsten Flagstad, Tito Guizar, Shep Fields. 

‘DAUGHTER OF SHANGHAL,’ general office production; directed by 
Robert Florey; no writing credits yet; photographed by Charles Schoen- 
baum. Cast: Anna May Wong, Philip Ahn, Charles Bickford, Larry 
on Cecil Cunningham, Anthony Quinn, J. Carrol Naish, Ching Wah 


ee. 

‘THE YELLOW NIGHTINGALE,’ produced by Harlan Thompson; di- 
rected by H. C. Potter; no writing credits yet; photographed by William 
ang — Gladys Swarthout, John Boles, John Barrymore, Clair Dodd, 

ritz Feld. 

‘CASSIDY OF BAR 20,’ produced by Harry Sherman: directed by Les 
Selander; screen play by Norman Houston; original by Clarence E. Mul- 
ford; photographed bv Russell Harlan. Cast: Frank Darien, Russell Hay- 
den, Nora Lane, Robert Fiske, John Elliott. 


RKO-Radio 
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Studio ....... exh 8 7 3 25 15 
COMP .cixcobses 6 0 0 0 6 2 
Sol Lesser. ....... 3 1 0 0 2 1 
David Loew...... 2 2 9 9 9 8 
Walt Disney...... 1 0 1 0 0 9 

,..  Seeree oeaae 55 il 8 3 33 18 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘BREAKFAST FOR TWO,’ Pixtest by Edward Kaufman; directed by 
Al Santell; original by David Garth; screen play by Charles Kaufman; 

hotographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Herbert Marshall, 
Glenda arrell, Eric Blore, Donald Meek. 

‘LOVE IN A BASEMENT,’ produced by Maury Cohen: directed by Lew 
Landers; original by John Wells; screen play by Franklin Coen; photo- 

raphed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: James Dunn, Whitney Bourne, Joan 
Wesdaury, Solly Ward, Franklin Pangborn, Tom Kennedy. 

‘HIGH FLYERS,’ produced by Lee Marcus; directed by Eddie Cline; 
from play, ‘The Kangaroos,’ by Victor Mapes; screen play by Benny Rubin 
and Bert Granet; photographed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Bert Wheeler, 
Robert Woolsey, Lupe Velez, Marjorie Ford, Jack Carson, Charles Judels, 
Frank M. Thomas, George Irving, Margaret Dumont, Herbert Clifton. 

RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 

‘A DAMSEL IN DISTRESS,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 

by George Stevens; original by P. G. Wodehouse; screen play by P. G 


Wodehouse, Ernest Pagano and S. K. Laurel; photographed by Joe August. : 


Cast: Fred Astaire, Joan Fontaine, Gracie Allen and George Burns, Ray 
Noble, Reginald Gardiner, Constance Collier, Montagu Love, Harry Watson, 
Jack Carson. 

‘HITTING A NEW HIGH,’ formerly titled ‘IT NEVER HAPPENED BE- 
FORE,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky; directed by Raoul Walsh; original by 
Robert Harari and Maxwell Shane; screen play by Gertrude Purcell and 
John Twist; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Lily Pons, John Howard, 
7 Oakie, Eric Blore, Edward Everett Horton, Billy Gilbert, Eduardo 

iannelli. 

‘WOMEN HAVE A WAY,’ formerly titled ‘THE FEMALE OF THE 
SPECIES,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Leigh Jason; orig- 
inal by Allan Scott and Charles Norman; screen play by Scott; photo- 
graphed by Peverell Marlay. Cast: Miriam Hopkins, Ray Milland, Walter 
Abel, Henry Stephenson, Alec Craig, Guinn Williams. 

‘HIGHWAY TO HELL,’ produced by Maury Cohen; directed by Lew 
Landers; original by Helen Vreeland and Hilda Vincent; screen play by 
Sy Bartlett and J. Robert Bren; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: 
John Beal, Sally Eilers, Harry Carey, Frank M. Thomas, Lee Patrick, Ed 
Gargan, Paul Guilfoyle. 

‘SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS,’ feature length cartoon 
now being readied by Walt Disney studios for December release. 

‘SHE’S GOT THAT SWING,’ produced by Albert Lewis; directed by 
Joseph Santley; original by Joseph Hoffman and Monroe Shaft; photo- 

raphed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Gene Raymond, Ann Sothern, Victor 

foore, Helen Broderick, Billy Gilbert, William Brisbane, Alan Bruce. 

‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Howard 
Hawks; original by Hagar Wilde; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: 
Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant, Leona Roberts, George Irving, Wesley 

arry, 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober: photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. 


Republic 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 





and E. E. Paramore, Jr.; photographed by Harry Wild. Cast: Walter Abel, 
Frieda Inescort, Neil Hamilton, Ruth Donnolly, Heather Angel. 
“MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND,’ produced by Harry Sauber; 
directed by Chuck Reisner; original screen pla by Harry Sauber; photo- 
graphed by Jack Marta. Cast: Phil Regan, Leo Carrillo, Ann Dvorak, James 
Gleason, Tamara Geva, Kay Thompson, Ted Lewis, Cab Calloway, Joe 
DiMaggio, Henry Armetta, Dorothy Paige, Selmer Jackson, Gene Autry. 

THE DUKE COMES BACK,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed by 
Irving Pichel; Satevepost story by Lucien Carey; screen play by Adele 
Buffington. Cast: Allan Lane, Heather Angel, Beneviave Tobin, Joseph 
Crehan, John Russell, Chick Chandler, Selmer Jackson. 

SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
Joe Kane; original by Gilbert Wright; screen play by Jack Natteford and 
Betty Burbridge. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnett, Polly Rowles. 

P Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘ZORRO RIDES AGAIN’ (Serial), produced by Sol Siegel; directec by 
William Witney and Jack English; original screen play by Johnson Me- 
Cauley. Cast: Duncan Renaldo, John Carroll, Elsa Christian, Richard 
Alexander, Roger William, Reed Howes. 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 
in Be Placed Stories in 





Number Number Now 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
SEP COS 2 e 3 6 34 7 
Sol Lésser........ 6 1 0 1] 5 5 
WON ids a 4nsaee 58 10 3 6 39 12 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘LOOK OUT, MR. MOTO,’ Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer; directed 
by Norman Foster; original screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick: 
photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Peter Lorre, Rochelle Hudson, Chick 
Chandler, George Regas, Robert Kent, J. Edward Bromberg. 

‘HEIDI,’ Raymond Griffith, associate producer; directed by Allan Dwan:; 
screen play by Walter Ferris and Julien Josephson; photographed by 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Jean Hersholt, Arthur Treacher, 
Helen Westley, Pauline Moore, Thomas Beck, Mary Nash, Sidney Black- 
mer, Mady Christians, Marcia Mae Jones, Delmar Watson. 

‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 
levy, Tom Brewn, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churchill, June Storey, Paul 
Hurst, Tyler Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. 

‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN,’ Laurence Schwab, associate producer; 
directed by David Butler; screen play by Harry Tugend and Jack Yellen, 
based on story by Gene Towne, Graham Baker and Gene Fowler; photo- 
graphed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: Eddie Cantor, June Lang, Roland Young, 
Louise Hovick (Gypsy Rose Lee), Tony Martin, John Carradine, Alan 
Dinehart, Douglas Dumbrille, Virginia Field, Maurice Cass, George Regas, 
Douglas Wood, Sidney Fields, Warren Hymer, Stanley Fields. 

‘45 FATHERS,’ Jolyn Stone, associate producer; directed by James Tin- 
ling; screen play by Frances Hyland and Albert Ray, based on story by 
Mary Sickel and Ethel Spark; photographed by Albert Hogsett. Cast: Jane 
Withers, Shirley Deane, Thomas Beck, Louise Henry, Richard Carle, Joe 
and Flo McCoy. 

‘BORROWING TROUBLE,’ produced by Max Golden; directed by Frank 
Strayer; original screen play by Robert Chapin and Karen De Wolf; photo- 
graphed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, Shirley 
aap Russell Gleason, June Carlson, Billy Mahan, George Ernest, Douglas 

owley. 

20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 

‘SECOND HONEYMOON,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; directed by 
Walter Lang; no writing credits; photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: 
Tyrone Power, Loretta Young» Stuart Erwin, Claire Trevor, Lyle Talbot, 
J. Edward Bromberg, Jayne Regan. 

‘LOVE AND HISSES,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed by Sid- 
ney Lanfield; original screen play by Arthur Arthur and Curtis Kenyon, Jr. 
Cast: Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie, Simone Simon, Joan Davis, Dick Bald- 
win, Wally Vernon, Bert Lahr. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN AT MONTE CARLO,’ ena by John Stone; di- 
rected by Eugene Foide; original by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; screen 
play by Jerry Cady and Charles Belden. Cast: Warner Oland, Virginia 
Field, Robert Kent, Keye Luke, Harold Huber, Sidney Blackmer, Kay 


| United Artists 


Now Balance to | 
in Be Placed Stories in| 

Cutting Before Prepara- 

Rooms Cameras tion 





Number Number Now 
of Pix Com- Shoot- 
Promised pleted ing 


Samuel Goldwyn. 6 2 1 1 
Alexander Korda. 6 0 0 6 
eee Pe 5 1 1 1 2 2 
Walter Wanger... 8 0 0 3 5 5 
Chaplin ..... cove 1 0 6 0 1 a 
London Films.... 8 )) ) ()) 8 8 

SD. £:045640-648 P 34 3 2 6 ne? 23 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting previews are: 

‘FIFTY-SECOND STREET,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by 
Harold Young; screen play by Grover Jones. Cast: Ian Hunter, Leo Car- 
rillo, Pat Paterson, Ella Logan, Sid Silvers, ZaSu Pitts, Marla Shelton, 
Dorothy Peterson, Colette Lyons, Kenny Baker. 

‘STAND-IN,’ produced by Walter anger; directed by Tay Garnett; 
screen play b ene Towne and Graham Baker, based on Satevepost story 
by Clarence Dudingten Kelland; photographed by Charles Clarke. Cast: 
Leslie Howard, Joan Blondell, we Bogart, Alan Mowbray, Marla 
Shelton, C. Henry Gordon, Jack Carson, J. C. Nugent, Tully Marshall, Wil- 
liam V. Mong. 7 

‘I MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by 
Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan; screen play by David Hertz from novel 
by Allene Corliss; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Joan Bennett, Henry 
Fonda, Dame May Whitty, Alan Marshall, Louise Platt, Alan Baxter, Tim 
Holt, Dorothy Stickney, Florence Lake, Genee Hall, Alice Cavenna. 

‘NOTHING SACRED,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed by Wil- 
liam A. Wellman; original by James H. Street; screen play by Ben Hecht; 

hotographed by Howard Greene. Cast: Carole Lombard, Fredric March, 
Charles inninger, Walter Connolly, Sig Rumann, Frank Fay, Margaret 
Hamilton, Maxie Rosenbloom, Art Lasky, Hedda Hopper, John Qualen. 

‘HURRICANE,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by John Ford; 
screen play by Dudley Nichols, based on original story by Charles Norhoff 
and James Norman Hall; photographed by Bert Blennon. Cast: Jon Hall, 
Dorothy Lamour, Raymond Massey, Mary Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, Thomas 
Mitchell, Jerome Cowan, Movita, Mamo Clark, Kuleii De Clereq. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuc! Goldwyn; 
directed by Archie Mayo; screen play by Robert Emmett Sherwood; photo- 
graphed by Rudolf Mate and Archie Stout. Cast: Gary Cooper; Sigrid 
Gurie, Ernest Truex, Binnie Barnes, Basil Rathbone, George Barbier, Lotus 
Liu, Ferdinand Gottschalk. 

United Artists Pictures Now in Production 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by David O. Selz- 
nick; directed by Norman Tatrog; screen play by John V. A. Weaver, from 
story by Mark Twain; photographed by James Wong Howe and Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran, May Robson, Walter Brennan, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Jory, Mickey Renteshler, Cora Sue Collins, Charles Rich- 
man, Spring Byington, David Holt, Marcia Mae Jones, Margaret Hamilton, 
Philip Hurtic, Erville Alderson, Donald Meek, Nana Bryant, Victor Kilian, 
Frank McGlynn, Sr. 

‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by 
George Marshall: photography by Gregg Toland; original screen play by 
Ben Hecht. Cast: Kenny Baker, Virginia Verrill, Adolphe Menjou, the 
Ritz Brothers, Helen Jepson, Charles Kuilmann, Phil Baker, Edgar Bergen 
and Charlie McCarthy, Zorina, Bobby Clark, Ella Logan, William Dollar, 
George Balanchine’s American Ballet, Andrea Leeds. 


Universal 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
TOURS sc csnevs ere 59 6 3 10 31 4 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 





“PORTIA ON TRIAL,’ produced by Al Levoy: directed by George Nich- 
olls, Jr.; original story by Faith Baldwin; screen play by Sam Ornitz 


Small Pix Trading 
During August, SEC 
Reveals in Wash. 


Washington, Oct. 5. 

Transactions in six picture stocks 
by corporate insiders during August 
were revealed by the Securities & 
Exchange Commission Friday (1). 
No major deals were contained, how- 
ever, in the semi-monthly resume. 
Following are the details: 

Columbia Pictures: Jack Cohn 
bought 12 shares of common, raising 
holdings to 7,150, and bought 973 and 
sold 200 voting trust certificates, 








making net gain of 773 and bringing 
holdings to 39,707. 

Educational Pictures: Norman C. 
Nicholson, making investments from 
scratch, acquired 250 shares of com- 
mon and 557 common warrants. 

International Cinema: Preparatory 
to pending refinancing program, H. 
T. James of Los Angeles unloaded 
his interest in Regan Day, Ine., 
through which he indirectly held 
200,000 shares of common. Belated 
report showed 40,000 common tickets 
held in same fashion had been dis- 
posed of by transfer in July, 1936. 

Loew’s: David Bernstein, in two 
transactions, sold 600 shares of com- 
mon, slicing his stake of 8,680, while 
J. Robert Rubin gave away 25 
shares, leaving him with 16,955. 

Pathe: J. Henry Briggs sold 700 
shares of common in three batches, 
retaining only 100 shares. 

20th Century-Fox: Further small 
sales of block held by Chase Na- 
tional Bank under escrow agreement 
cut the Rockefeller interest by 379 
shares of common and 758 shares of 
preferred. Bank still holds 345,732 
common and 691,664 preferred, 


Electrics Move to Kill 
$6,000,000 Pacent Suit 


Attorneys for A T & T, Western 
Electric and Electrical Research 
Products will move in Federal dis- 
trict court, N. Y., this week for the 
dismissal of the $6,000,000 triple 
damage anti-trust suit brought by 
Stanley K. Olden, as assignee of 
creditors of the Pacent Electrical 
Co., Inc. 

The defendants on Friday (1) filed 
a general denial to the plaintiff's 
claim that they had formed a 
monopoly to control contracts, leases 











and agreements relating to motion 
picture sound equipment in violation 
of the Clayton Act. 


TRIMMING THE SAILS 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Script of ‘Easy Sailing,’ next 
Grace Moore starring vehicle for 
Columbia, is being prepared by Paul 
Jerrico for production by Nat Perrin, 
Jerrico has just completed writ- 
ing ‘’Twas the Night Before Christ- 


’ 


mas. 





| Col’s Legit Plans 


(Continued from page 3) 











was drawn up by the Guild at the 
end of the 1935-36 legit season and 
signed by the producers after a 
lengthy scrap. Was aimed to cor- 
rect ‘abuses’ existing under the old 
contract, by which film companies 
bought Broadway successes from the 
producers without the playwrights 
having any say in the terms of the 
sale. Guild claimed that Hollywood 
money in a production kept out 
competitive bidding and prevented 
the playwright from realizing all the 
potential profit on such sales. 

Added clause in the new pact 
upped the author’s share in the sale 
price from 50% to 60%. Before and 
after the signing of the contract by 
the League of New York Theatres, 
Hollywood claimed it could not 
profitably back legit production un- 
der the new terms. It threatened to 
withdraw its financing and _ ulti- 
mately carried out its ultimatum. 

While argument pro and con about 
the new contract has continued end- 
lessly in all quarters, it has gen- 
erally been observed that the actual 
number of Broadway productions 
dropped very little as a result of 
Hollywood’s boycott—a trend that 
had been noticeable for several 
years before the new contract. Sale 
prices, on the other hand, rose 
sharply to several sccessive new 
highs—also a continuation of a 
steady trend. 

During its boycott, Hollywood has 
continued to back Broadway produc- 


| tions of foreign plays, since those do 


not come under the provisions of the 
Dramatists Guild pact. Has also 
openly invested in several plays by 
American authors not members of 





(Continued on page 23) 


the Guild. 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 21) 


‘THE BOSS OF LONELY VALLEY,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed 
py Ray Taylor; novel by Forrest Brown; screen play by Frances Guihan. 
Cast: Buck Jones, Muriel Evans, Harvey Clark, Walter Miller, Lee Phelps, 
Ted Adams, Dickie Howland, Ezra Paulette, Matty Fain, Grace Goodall. 


‘ADVENTURE’S END,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Arthur 
Lubin; novel by Ben Ames Williams; screen play by Ben G. Kohn. Cast: 
John Wayne, Diana Gibson, Moroni Olsen, Montagu Love, Maurice Black, 
Paul White, Cameron Hall, Patrick J. Kelly, George Cleveland. 


‘BEHIND THE MIKE,’ produced by Lou Brock; directed by Sidney 
Salkow; original by Thomas Ahearn and Walton Butterfield; screen play by 
Barry Trivers. Cast: William Gargan, Judith Barrett, Don Wilson, Sterling 
Halloway, William Davidson, Gerald Oliver Smith, Grady Sutton. 


‘SUDDEN BILL DORN,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed by Ray 
Taylor; novel by Jackson Gregory; screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: 
Buck Jones, Noel Francis, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Harold Hodge, Ted Adams, 
Evelyn Brent, Lee Phelps. 


‘CARNIVAL QUEEN,’ produced by Robert Presnell; directed by Nate 
Watt; screen play by James Mulhauser, Lester Cole and Harold Buckley, 
from ‘novel by Richard Wormser. Cast: Dorothea Kent, Robert Wilcox, 
Hobart Cavanaugh, David Oliver, G. Pat Collins, Ernest Cossart, Jonathan 
Hale, Harry Tyler. 

‘SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEROUS,’ eg by E. M. Asher; di- 
rected by Milton Carruth; novel by W. R. Burnett; screen play by Lester 
Cole. Cast: Noah Beery, Jr.. Nan Grey, William Gargan, Dorothea Kent, 
Rowland Drew. 

‘A ‘GIRL WITH IDEAS,’ formerly titled ‘MIGHTIER THAN THE 
SWORD,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by S. Sylvan Simon; 
original by Bruce Manning; screen play by Robert T. Shannon. Cast: 
Wendy Barrie, Walter Pidgeon, Kent Taylor, Henry Hunter, George Bar- 
bier, Dorothea Kent, Hobart Cavanaugh, Samuel S. Hinds, Horace Mac- 
Mahon. 

‘MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed 
by Irving Cummings; original screen play by Monte Brice and Dorian 
Otvos. Cast: Joy Hodges, John King, Bert Lahr, Billy House, Mischa Auer, 
Jimmie Savo, Alice Brady, Barbara Read, Louise Fazenda, Richard Carle, 
Howard Cantonwine, Charley Williams, Dave Apollon and orchestra. 

‘COURAGE OF THE WEST,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 
Lewis; original screen play by Jay Norton Baker; photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Lois January, J. Farrell MacDonald, Fuzzy Knight, 
Carl Stockdale. 

‘RENEGADE WRANGLERS,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 
Lewis; original screen play by Harry O. Hoyt; photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Joan Barclay, Fuzzy Knight. 


Universal Pictures Now in Production 


‘TIM TYLER’S LUCK,’ produced by Henry MacRae; directed by Ford 
Beebe; screen play by Wyndham Gittens, Norman S. Hall, Ray Trampe. 
Cast: Frankie Thomas, Frances Robinson. : 

‘YOU’RE A SWEETHEART,’ formerly titled ‘YOUNG MAN’S FANCY,’ 

roduced by B. G. De Sylva; directed by David Butler; original story by 

ill Thomas, Maxwell Shane and Warren Wilson; screen play by Monte 
Brice and Charles Grayson. Cast: Alice Faye, George Murphy, Ken Mur- 
ray, the Three Diamond Brothers, Andy Devine, Larry Blake, Harry Stock- 
well, Charles Winninger, Frank Jenks, Frances Hunt. 

‘A PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; 
directed by S. Sylvan Simon; original by John Reinhardt and Robert Ne- 
ville; screen play by James Mulhauser, Robert T. Shannon and Albert R. 
Perkins. Cast: Wendy Barrie, Kent Taylor, Mischa Auer, Dorothea Kent, 
Frank Jenks, Henry Hunter. 





Warners 
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Number!"umber Now in Be Placed. Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Be‘ore Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Total ... et oa 60 14 7 12 27 9 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘ALCATRAZ ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McCann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Lu 
O'Connell. Cast: John Litel, Ann Sheridan, Mary Maguire, Gordon Oliver, 
Addison Richards, Ben Welden, Dick Percell, George E. Stone, Doris Lloyd. 

‘SUBMARINE D-1,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon; 
original story by Commander Frank Wead; screen play by William Wister 
Haines; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: Pat O’Brien, George Brent, 
Wayne Morris, Frank McHugh, Doris Weston, Ronald Reagan, Henry 
O'Neill, Owen King, Dennie Moore. , ae 

‘MISSING WITNESS,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
Clemens; original screen play by Kenneth Gamet and Don Ryan; photo- 
graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Dick Purcell, Jean Dale, John Litel, Eddie 
Acuff, Hugh O’Connell. 1 

‘EVIDENCE,’ produced by men Foy; directed by Frank McDonald; 
original screen play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker; photographed 
by James Van Trees. Cast: Dick Foran, June Travis, John Litel, George E. 
Stone, Dick Purcell, Veda Ann Borg, Ward Bond, Tommy Bupp. 

‘SHE LOVED A FIREMAN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Johnny 
Farrow; original ‘screen play by Carleton Sand; photographed by Lou 
O'Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, Ann Sheridan, Robert Armstrong, Hugh 
O'Connell, Veda Ann Borg. ; a) 

‘SH! THE OCTOPUS,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by William Mc- 
Gann; screen play by George Bricker from play by Ralph Murphy and 
Donald Gallaher;' camera, Warren Lynch. Cast: Hugh Herbert, Allen 
Jenkins, Marcia Ralston, George Rosencr, John Eldredge, Eric Stanley. 

‘SERGEANT MURPHY,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Breezy 
Eason; original screen play by Abem Finkel and William Jacobs; camera, 
Ted McCord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Mary Maguire, Donald Crisp, Edmund 
Cobb, Max Hoffman, Jr., William Davidson. 2 

‘WITHOUT WARNING,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Johnny 
Farrow; original screen play by Crane Wilbur; camera, Lu O’Connell. Cast: 
Boris Karloff, Marie Wilson, Eddie Craven, Regis Toomey, Charles Tow- 
bridge, John Harron, Willard Parker, Frank Faylen. , 

‘LARGER THAN LIFE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; 
adapted from play by Joseph Schrank, based on magazine story by Norman 
Matson; screen play by Schrank and Robertson White; camera, Arthur 
Todd. Cast: Frank McHugh, Berton Churchill, Jane Wyman, Ferris Tay- 
lor, Dianne Lewis, Cora Witherspoon, Raymond Hatton, William Haade, 
Tom Kennedy. ; 

‘TOVARICH,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Anatole Litvak; 
play by Jacques Deval; screen play. by Casey Robinson; photographed by 
Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Charles Boyer, Basil Rathbone, 
Melville Cooper, Isabelle Jones, Anita Louise, Allan Conrad, Morris Car- 
novsky, Gregory Gaye, Fritz Feld, Vladimir Sokoloff, Kurt Bois, Christian 
Rub, Reine Riano, Montagu Love, George Davis, May Boley, Alphonse 
Martel, Heather Tratcher. ‘ 

‘PATIENT IN ROOM 18,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Bobby 
Connolly; original screen play by Mignon Eberhart: photographed by James 
sant, Trees, Cast: Ann Sheridan, Patric Knowles, Vicki Lester, Edward 

cWade. 

‘ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
William Clemens; original screen play by George Bricker, Anthony Colde- 
way and Morton Grant; photographed by Bob Ross. Cast: Ronald Reagan, 
oris Blondell, Addison’ Richards, Hugh O’Conneil, Dick Purcell, Sheila 

romley. 

Warner Pictures in Producticn 


‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Busby 
Berkeley: original story by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo; screen play by 
Wald, Leo and Richard Macauley; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Dick 
Powell, Frances Langford, Mona Marshall, Lela Lane, Hugh Herbert, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Alan Mowbray, Ted Healy, Allyn Joslyn, Eric 
Stanley, Edgar-Kennedy, Benny Goodman and band, Louella O. Parsons. 

‘THIS WOMAN IS DANGEROUS,’ formerly titled ‘RETURN FROM 
LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Stanley Logan; original by 
A. H. Z. Carr; screen play by Horace Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. 
Cast: Kay Francis, Pat O’Brien, Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, Ralph 
Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, John Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 

‘SWING YOUR LADY,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Ray 
-Oright; original by Kenyor Nicholson and Charles Robinson; screen play 
by Joseph Schrank and Maurice Leo; photographed by Arthur, Edeson. 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Dorothy McNulty, Louise Fazenda, Frank Mc- 
Hugh, Allen Jenkins, Eddie Acuff, Nat Pendleton. ; 

PENROD AND HIS TWIN BROTHER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; di- 
Tected by William McGann; original screen play by William Jacobs and 
Hugh Cummings; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy and Bobby 
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working. He said the company often 
employs from 12 to 14 writers. 
Witness testified his company de- 
livers negatives to United Artists 
which distributes prints to ex- 
changes and makes own deals wth 
exhibitors. He said Wanger receives 
a percentage of the receipts from 
United Artists on each release. 


Nayfack told the examiner that 
Metro produced 41 full-length fea- 
tures last year and 43 shorts. He 
said that company shipped 10,223 
full-length prints and 6,872 of shorts 
out of the state of California during 
the last year. 


Henry King, director at 20th-Fox 
told of the duties of a director, and 
said the script was the foundation 
of a picture, and that no major 
changes were made without the 
presence of a writer. 


Major Nathan Levinson, head of 
sound department at Warners, told 
of the advent of sound and improve- 
ments that have been made up to 
date. 


Writers’ hearing started after at- 
torneys for the producers and coun- 
sel for SP urged dismissal of SWG 
petition on ground that board lacked 
jurisdiction; that National Labor Re- 
lations Act is unconstitutional; that 
employment of writers. does not af- 
feet commerce, and that writers do 
not come within meaning of Wagner 
Labor law. Examiner Ring over- 
ruled objections to introduction of 
testimony and took under advise- 
ment motions to dismiss proceedings. 


Flacks Ban White Collars 

Screen Publicists Guild has nixed 
admission of office workers, and 
voted to confine membership strictly 
to publicity writers. Committee is 
now drafting a bargaining agreement 
to be presented to producers. Ma- 
jority favor asking a weekly mini- 
mum of $125 for class A flacks. 

New agreement between producers 
and International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes giving make- 
up artists weekly minimum of $115 
and hair stylists $62.50, became ef- 
fective Oct. 1. Pact was negitiated 
by William Bioff, personal represen- 
tative of George E. Browne, presi- 
dent of IATSE. 

Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors resumed negotiations with 
producers by nixing counter-pro- 
posal offered by studio exccutives. 
Editors have refused to affiliate with 
the IATSE, and threaten to tate 
their case to the NLRB unless pro- 
ducers negotiate agreement. 

Screen Directors Guild is taking a 
secret. mail ballot of membership on 
proposal to appeal to NLRB. Pro- 
ducers have refused to negotiate 
with the organization unless SDG is 
divided into two separate groups, 
one composed of directors and the 
other of unit managers and assistant 
directors. Producers claim duties 
are dissimilar and that conflicting 
judgments will arise. 

Revoke Scenics’ Charter 

Charter of United Scenic Artists 
Local 621 has been revoked by 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America _ be- 
cause of non-payment of per capita 
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~The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 





‘Life of the Party’ a Bit of a Medley 


‘The Life of the Party’ has a plot hanging wistfully about somewhere, 
but it’s such a weak little thing it’s kicked around till it gets lost among 
the antics of Joe Penner, Parkyakarkas, Helen Broderick and Victor Moore. 
Majestic Margaret Dumont, as Joe Penner’s aristocratic mother, wears 
handsome gowns, one afternoon dress, a long chiffon, with gray fox cuf- 
fing the elbow sleeves. 

Designer Edward Stevenson goes in heavily for furs, spangles and metal 
cloth, concentrating on short puffed sleeves for Harriet Hilliard. One frock 
employing the latter is black with sheer sleeves and white pique outlining 
a low neckline. Most of the time, simplicity is passed up for glitter. Miss 
Hilliard wears sparkling metal cloth pajamas with a hip-length jacket and 
rhinestone clips, and one sequin or something-that-glitters evening gown 
with cape attached at shoulders and falling into a long train behind. A 
pencil slim coat with huge fur sleeves in another a bit to the mad side. 
Miss Hilliard introduces a new hair arrangement which may sweep the 
country (if you don’t keep your fingers crossed). It looks well on her, but 
must be the work of an expert. Hair is parted in the cénter with a full 
combination banz-pompadour on the forehead. It’s easy to imagine the 
results if the girls try to do it themselves. 

Miss Hilliard is attractive, but as the daughter of a countess (which she 
is in ‘Life of the Party’) she should remember that y-o-u-r is not pro- 
nounced ‘yer,’ nor is g-o-t t-o properly ‘gotta.’ 

ene Raymond is Miss Hilliard’s boyishly exuberant swain and he 
brings out a pleasant singing voice from wherever he has been hiding it— 
and of course that gorgeous taffy wave. Why doesn’t his public start a 
‘more light comedy for Gene Raymond’ club? When an actor is decora- 
tive, it seems to take the powers a long time to find out that he can be 
funny too. 


More Hollywood Fourth Estateing 

Newsmen have long since ceased to widen incredulous eyes at the antics 
of film newspapermen and the atmosvhere of a Hollywood city room. They 
know by now what to expect when the studios dish out press pictures, and 
have schooled themselves to accept it philosophically. But ‘Back in Cir- 
culation’ is too much even for the layman. 

Pat O’Brien, the demon managing editor, and Joan Blondell as the gal 
reporter who outwits everybody, even herself, seem to be having a mar- 
velous time, breaking doors and snarling at each other. Starting off with 
a perfectly terrible railroad crash with a papier-mache train plowing 
through some cardboard interference, it goes on where Miss Blondell, 
acting on her editor’s instructions, first railroads Margaret Lindsay to the 
electric chair and then rescues her from the torrid seat. For some strange 
reason Miss Lindsay is very grateful to Miss Blondell for the rescue, even 
though she was originally responsible for her precarious position. 

Not the least of Miss Blondell’s accomplishments in ‘Back in Circulation’ 
is the management of her budget. Such luxury on a reporter’s salary— 
even a star reporter—is worthy of respect. She boasts a maid, an ex- 
pensively appointed apartment and a wardrobe that any cinema star might 
envy. For the most part, she is neatly tailored, with two or three spiffy 
suits for every day in the week and more hats than even her ample apart- 
ment could house. She goes more elaborate for eveninz, wearing a black, 
sequin, hip-length jacket with presumably a dress underneath—didn’t show 
as she remained seated at a bar. Later a white affair with stiffened peplum 
jacket and yards and yards of sheer skirt floating behind her, in which 
she knocks Walter Byron stone cold with one punch of her dainty paw. 

Miss Lindsay, until the final close-up, is much put upon in simple 
mourning with touches of white at the throat, not being allowed out of 








tax. Members have been instructed | 
by President L. P. Lindelof to clear | 
into Moiion Picture Painters Local | 
644. Several have already affiliated | 
with IATSE, but Herbert Sorrell, 
business represeritative of Painters, 
insists that Local 644 will retain jur- 
isdiction over all workers who use a 
paint brush. 

Culinary Workers Union has asked 
Central Labor Council to piace Wai- 
lace Berry on labor’s unfair list. 
John Sargeant, business representa- 
tive of culinary workers, claims 
Beery hes repeatedly crossed picket 
lines here to patronize Brown Derby. 
Question has been referred to ex- 
ecutive committee for action. 

It was disclosed at hearing that 
Actors Equity has already suspended 
Beery because of his failure to join 
the Screen Actors Guild. Beery now 
has application pending for SAG 
membership, but no action will be 
taken on it until Equity suspension 
is lifted. 





Mauch, Spring Byington, Charles Ha 
Frank Craven. 
‘TOO MUCH OF EVERYTHING,’ 


the funeral black until she departs happily on a honeymoon after her 
acquittal. 





Debuting Danielle Darrieux 


Universal heaved one of the season’s most extravagant binges at the 
Hotel Pierre, N. Y., Friday, introducing its latest cinema import, Danielle 
Darrieux. From five to seven, cocktails, canapes, the press and Miss 
Darrieux circulated about while the flashlight bulbs flared, cameras 
clicked, and the guests bewildered the poor star by trotting out their 
rusty American-French for her benefit. She does very well with English, 
but so many assorted French accents haven't been heard since the boys 
first came back from overseas. ‘ 

In a pencil slim black Schiaparelli, with high collar and a narrow gold 
belt, Miss Darrieux chterfully faced the cameras at the bar, with and with- 
out her swarthily handsome husband, Henri Decoin. Thyra Sampter Wins- 
low, present, wore a smart dark street dress, with Hope Hampton choosing 
a black suit lavishly black-foxed, and a tiny blue hat held to its precarious 
perch over her right eye by a band across her flowing blonde waves. 

Miss Darricux doesn't care to discuss politics, New York's tall buildings 
or the trafiic problem. Says all she knows is what she reads in her con- 
tract—first picture for Universal to*be ‘The Rage of Paris.’ 

in comparison to surrounding states. 


INFANTILE SCARE a 
ON AGAIN IN OMAHA tas siackenca ‘considerate cre 


than any of neighboring states. 


Omaha. Oct. 5. . ota ee ban lifted any 
Ban on theatre attendance and | 2°P¢ ° reathing spell and extends 





proved in past 10 days, especially 


public gatherings of minors clamved 
on again Saturday (3) even before 
it was actually lifted after six new 
cases of infantile paralysis reported 
to health department within week. 
Dr. Kinyoun, city health medico, 
early last week announced ban would 
be lifted as of Saturday and schools 
would open Monday (4). But new 
cases and warmer weather called for 
rescinding of order. 

Order blasted hopes of theatre men 
\for return to normol fall biz, as all 
| houses advertised with eye to juve- 
| nile trade most of week. Health de- 
| partment order gave ray of hope in 
|lowering age limit from 18 to 14, 
‘as high schools open Monday while 
grades delayed another week. 
| Situation reported materially im- 





lton, Jackie Morrow, Bennie Bartlett, 


produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 


Arthur Lubin; original screen play by Lawrence Kimble, Jean Negulesco 


and Wally Klein; photographed by G 


eorge Barnes. Cast: Dolores Costello, 


Bonita Granville, Donald Crisp, Donald Briggs, Natalie Moorhead, Lucille 


Gleason. 

‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND I 
Bischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; 
by Warren Duff and Robert Buckne 


T.’ produced in technicolor by Sam 
story by Clements Ripley; screen play 
r; photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: 


George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, Claude Rains, Margaret Lindsay, Tim 


Holt. Russell.Simpson, John Litel, Ge 
‘THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN 


orge Hayes, Pat West, Marcia Ralston. 
HOOD,’ produced by Henry Blanke; 


directed by William Keighley; original screen play by Norman Reilly Raine 
and Scton I.’ Miller; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Havilland, Ian Hunter, Claude Rains, Basil Rathbone, Patric 
Knowles, Alan Hale, Eugene Pallette, Melville Cooper, Herbert Mundin. 





| 


} 





| 
| 
| 


to seventh week dearth to nabe biz. 
Downtown houses taking it on chin 
less and less as ban exte2nds, but 
nabes heavily stifled and one exhib 
on northside reported broke by socll. 
Curtailed operations and e-:tended 
economies have saved others, but 
continued lack of biz may tumble 
some virtually on vorce. 

At present outlook is for Oct. 11 
as day of relief. 


Par to Film ‘Huldy 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Paramount will fiim Hella Wuclie 
jeki’s play, ‘Hulda, Dauchter of Par- 
liament,’ which is reported having a 





| successful run in Europe. 


Albert Lewin will produce with 
Irene Dunne favored for the top role. 





Art Directors Assigned 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Randall Duell has been signed by 
Cedric Gibbons as associate art di- 
rector on Metro's ‘Benefits Forsot." 
Gibbons als» hes assigned Chet 
Williams to ‘A Matter of Pvide,’ 
Wade Rubottom to ‘Another Family 
Affair,’ and Richard Duce to ‘Behind 
the Criminal’ and ‘The Booth 





Mystery.’ 
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HERE THEY ARE! 
THE 4 HORSEMEN 
OF HILARITY 








HIT SONGS! 
“I'm In My Glory“,“More 
Power To You",“You're My 
Dish“, by JIMMY McHUGH 
and HAROLD ADAMSON 
who gave you “Where 
Are You?“ 


se 


ALICE BRADY gushes and screams 
to dizzier heights than ever as the 
rich aunt who is suspicious of every- 
body but believes anything! 







: with BERT LAHR - JIMMY SAVO - BILLY HOUSE - ALICE 
wi. ot. BRADY - MISCHA AUER - JOY HODGES - LOUISE FAZENDA - JOHN 
soficeacliradingathe dos Pecan KING - BARBARA READ - DAVE APOLLON and His Orchestra 


and other programs is the beauty sen- Screen Play by Monte Brice and A. Dorian Otvos * Original story 
sation of “Merry-Go-Round of 1938" by Monte Brice and Henry Myers * Directed by Irving Cummings 
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Pix-Radio Squawks Again 





—— 


(Continued from page 1) 





: which interfered with theat- 
= but the past Sunday (3) prob- 
ably brought a high in names on big 
programs for the exhibitor to 
lament. Included in those heard 
who have film followings were 
George Jessel, Norma Talmadge, 
Kenny Baker, Nelson Eddy, Dorothy 
Lamour, Patsy Kelly, Irene Rich, 
James Melton, Grace Moore, Jean- 
ette MacDonald, Gene Raymond, 
Joe Penner, Tyrone Power, Margaret 
Sullavan, Jack Benny, Andy Devine, 
Constance Bennett and various 
ohters, not excepting strong concert 
entertainers such as Jeritza, plus 
others on the General Motors, Chase 
& Sanborn (Vallee was the m.c. in 
Don Ameche’s groove), Ford and 
additional leading commercials. 


While other factors may have con- 
tributed, early box office reports 
would indicate that Sunday’s busi- 
ness with the air competition so 
potent was under norma’. The mats 
generally were fair or okay, but the 
evening patronage was off consider- 
ably in spots. 

One operator of a representative 
string of theatres in the east, in New 
York Monday (4) on business, de- 
clared that he couldn’t even get his 
little daughter to go out to a picture 
show Sunday night (3). Op said that 
she refused to budge from the radio 
from 7 p. m. on and that she prob- 
ably isn’t any rare exception, con- 
sidering what was on the air. 

Coast’s Reactions 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Coast producers and exhibs’ reac- 
tion to picture names appearing on 
the air leaves the question still very 
much up in the air with the only 
one company definitely favoring the 
tieup; a couple non-committal; one 
not sure among producers, and a ‘see 
no harm’ attitude from Fox-West 
Coast exhibs. In all, five producers 
were queried; also Charles Skouras, 
operating head of Fox-West Coast, 
and local film row. 


William Le Baron of Paramount 
says, ‘I received no complaints on 
the practice, but anticipate there 
may be some. Paramount is in a 
peculiar position, inasmuch as half 
of the studio’s biggest draws were 
radio names before they came to 
pictures and had as much draw on 
the radio as they have in films, with 
beneficial action both ways. How- 
ever, the studio is trying to discour- 
age those not heretofore connected 
with radio from taking guest shots, 
but is powerless to prevent those 
with radio clauses in their contracts.’ 


Metro execs declare they made a 
definite survey of the radio situation 
before okaying the studio tieup with 
General Foods. They point out that 
Metro’s single show is keeping its 
talent from appearing on other ether 
programs strung over the week. The 
Thursday M-G broadcast is especial- 
ly fixed to avoid conflict with the- 
atre attendance on week-ends, says 
Metro. (See ITO of Ohio story here- 
with on the exhib attitude.) 

Zanuck Favors 


Speaking for 20th Century-Fox, 
Darryl Zanuck answered, ‘Co-opera- 
tion between radio and screen is giv- 
ing stronger proof each day that, by 
properly working together, the ben- 
efit to each is mutual. Although 
radio has benefited more than the 
screen through this co-operation, the 
benefits will evenually be equal for 
both with closer co-ordination of ef- 
fort. Great care, however, must be 
taken in having screen stars on the 
air, in manner and at a time that 
works out to the benefit of theatre 
operators, too. This is being done at 
20th Century with the added co-op- 
eration of our stars who always 
mention our picture on their pro- 
grams and, where possible, even 
cities and theatres where the films 
are playing.’ 

At the RKO lot, Sam _ Briskin 
wasn't sure. whether or not radio 
was helpful or harmful. He also re- 
ceived no complaints and heard no 
reaction at the studio. However, he 


Said that radio might be a good thing 
for pictures. 


Hal Wallis, representing Warner 
TOs.. reserved comment, saying 
Only that the subject was too im- 
Dortant and has too many angles to 
dismiss lightly. He thinks it re- 
quires much thought to arrive at a 
final conclusion as to the effects of 
tadio on the picture business. 

he canvass of film row brought 
the Consensus that exhibs have no 
fight with radio. 


Fox-West Coast, through Operat- 


ing Chief Charles P. Skouras, voiced 


e Opinion, ‘There are no obstacles 
° hurt good pictures. 





harmed attendance at our theatres. 
In many instances it has helped build 
grosses by generating interest in out- 
standing pictures.’ 

Suburban theatre managers share 
the same view as Skouras and add 
that they too have felt no change in 
normal Sunday biz because of radio 
activity, 


Wichita ‘Honor’ 
By Bowes Show 
Cuts B.0. 50%, 





Wichita, Oct. 5. 
Attendance at five Fox theatres 
here was brutal Thursday night be- 
cause of radio broadcast of Major 
Edward Bowes who ‘honored’ Wichita 
on that night, according to J. Roy 
| Burford, 


city manager of theatres 
here. Burford estimated receipts 
cut in half because show patrons 


stayed at home to hear program. 


Attendance was but a little better 
following night because pix fans 
stayed by radios to hear what Su- 
preme Court Justice Hugo L. Black 
had to say about his connection with 
Klan. 

All of this in spite of pictures 
such as ‘Lost Horizon’ and ‘Certain 
Woman’ which otherwise attracted 
good crowds. 

Goodman Wonder Shows reported 
sparse attendance Thursday night 
although drawing good crowds other 
nights since opening here Monday. 

Even Masons wouldn’t promise to 
attend golden anniversary celebra- 
tion at Shrine Temple here until 
general chairman, Harry Sefton, 
manager of the Orpheum, promised 
a radio would be _ installed for 
Bowes’ broadcast. 





Mort Singer’s Swing 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Mort Singer left for N. Y. last 
week to arrange bookings for his 
circuit after which he goes to Min- 
neapolis for more confabs, and then 
to some more with E. V. Richards 
in New Orleans. 

Latter gabfest will concern the re- 
cently acquired Mort Singer house 
in N,. O. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywocd, Oct, 5. 

George Nichols, Jr., moves into 
Republic on term directing pact. 

Paramount exercised its options on 
Billy Daniels, actor; Maurice Law- 
rence and Sam Wineland, scorers, 
and Philip Boutelje, music advisor. 

Term playing ticket was doled out 
to Marion Weldon by Paramount. 

Sid Kuller and Roy Golden drew 
new termers as Ritz Brothers gag- 
men at 20th-Fox. 

Universal optioned Jerry Sackheim 
for another year. 

Option on player services of Keye 
Luke was grabbed at 20th-Fox. 

Rebecca Wassem drew a Para- 
mount playing termer. 

New Metro contract scripters are 
John B. Sanford, novelist, and David 
Hertz, dramatist. 

Helene Costello joined 20th-Fox 
stock player roster on a term ticket. 

Walter Wanger tied Marla Shelton 
to his payroll for another year. 

Kubec Glasmon _§ signatured a 
Metro writing termer. 

Darryl F. Zanuck handed John 
Stone a new two-year producer 
ticket a year in advance. 


Columbia renewed Jacqueline 
Wells’ player pact. 
Jon Hall’s option hoisted by 


Samuel Goldwyn. 

Helen Broderick grabved an op- 
tion pick-up at Radio, 

Warners dotted-lined Claude Rains 
to a new acting contract for one 
p2ar. 

: Dick Purcell retained for a fourth 
option period at Warners. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Michael Sheridan's flying yarn, 
‘Something of a Hero,’ purchased by 
| Metro. 
| George Batcheller bought ‘Queen 
| 





of Crome, original by Martin 

Mooney. : _ 
‘They Didn’t Want Love, original 

by Adele Buffington, purchased for 





ithe P. J. Wolfson production unit 
at Radio. 
| Radio acquired screen rights to 


Ursula Parrott’s novel, ‘She Married 
| for Money.’ _ 
Julius Klein peddled his original, 
‘Central Park Speak,’ to Columbia. 
Major Productions purchased a 
| shooting script from Stanley Rauh 


Radio has not on his origina! yarn, ‘Hold That Kiss.’ ! 


Par’s New Management 
Deal with Kincey-Wilby 


A new management deal with 
Harold F, Kincey and Bob Wilby 








which will run for a term of five 
years, is being worked out by Para- 
mount, Y., Frank Freeman, v.p. in 
charge of theatres for Par, states that 
it should be consummated in two or 
three months. The old arrangement 
with Kincey-Wilby, which was not 
vitally different from the new one, 
expired last July 1. 

The K-W interests operate in the 
Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama and 
Tennessee, being one of the largest 
and most important of the units in 
the Par theatre realm. With the 
new five-year deal under signatures, | 
Par partnerships and management 


is will be set fer oe | St 4 : 
arrangements will be set for some | Meneg’S Union Now 
nency than was possible at the time | Pointing at Col . 
PY) we | 
i 
vet Very Successful 


of receivership and for the past two 
Having campaigned against larger 


Here’s Hoping 





United Artists sent out a card 
to which was affixed a nickel 
and a request to read current 
page 8 in the Satevepost. 

Boys are hoping that U.A.’s 
next item of interest will be in 
Esquire, which will call for half 
a buck. 

Story in two parts, by Grover 
Jones on ‘52nd Street’ (which 
he wrote for Wanger) vir- 
tually makes the SEP a trailer 
for the picture. 














years. The deal with George Trendle 
over the Detroit group has three 
more years to go, the management 
arrangement with Marty J. Mullin 
and Sam Pinanski over New Eng- 
land has two years to go, and vari- | 
ous other large units are under per-| other help, the 
manent setups, including Saenger, E.| ographers and Accountants union is 
J. Sparks in Florida, the Interstate | now going after the lesser producer- 
chain in Texas, and the A. H. Blank | distributor offices. During the past 
circuits in Illinois, Iowa and Ne-| week organizers pointed their objec- 
braska. The Interstate chain 
one of the Blank groups, Tri-States | brochure 
circuit, both of which were under 
buy-back options of receiversh'p | 
days, have since been declared per- | 
manent 50-50 partnerships. 


to organize home office clerical and 


with attached application 
coupon which was worded as though 
it was prepared by Col people them- 
selves. It read in part: 

‘We film office workers have stood 
| apart, hoping we were closer to the 
9 ° | bosses, trusted and _ indispensible 
Freeman S Dallas Trip | indispensable to work overtime, 

On Interstate ‘Policies’ | trusted to take low wages.’ 
©" Disuls Midian: te tedden the | Headed up as Columbians, it also 
. thy | urged that ‘we need a union’ and 
end of the week, probably Friday (8) | that ‘we, too, can win wage increases 
; | the j i age increase: 
ro Se wage Pg gy Belle yy Fs and job security but only by joining 
- : ll, ose 





| 
| our union.’ 
I rs ircui ; reeks ago} " ; ; 
a “eo — ~~ ll wee rnd For some time bombarding em- 
5 s cing ssit ’ 
sv a cision On Hxing aGmMissioNn | nigvees of Paramount, Loew’s, Me- 
minimums for subsequent runs. 


tro, RKO and other home offices 
with demands to organize, sv far as 
learned the drive of the GS&AU has 
been ineffective. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
‘She Married for Money’ 
| hits the release sheet as ‘Trailer 
Romance.” ‘Stolen Honeymoon’ gets 
the call over ‘Perfect Harmony’ at 
same studio. 

Warners switched ‘The 
Estate’ to ‘Unfit to Print.’ 

Release tag of Universal’s ‘Young 
Man’s Fancy’ will be ‘You’re a 
Sweetheart.’ 

‘Career in C 


Title of 20th-Fox’s 
Major’ now is ‘Such Women Are 
Dangerous.’ 

Radio transmogrified ‘Highway to 
Hell’ to ‘Danger Patrol’; ‘Love in a 
Basement’ to ‘Living on Love,’ and 
Fa Shadow Speaks’ to ‘The Perfect 
Alibi.’ 


BACK TO SUN VALLEY 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Wesley Ruggles, directing ‘True 
Sale leea. | Contession, featuring Carole Lom- 
bard and Fred MacMurray at Para- 
Barbara Blane’s $200 | mount, is looking for a story that 


Award Against Agent he can film at Sun Valley, Idaho, 


| wh he snow falls. 
Barbara Blane, child actress, won | when the snow 


: : an , Success of ‘I Met Him in Paris,’ 
her suit against Sam Collins, agent, largely made at the Idaho winter 
in N. Y. municipal court Oct. 1, She | resset. suameated tha taaeie 
sued for $200 alleged due her, and | . » SUBES: ; 
which Collins claimed from 20th-Fox. 

Judge’s verdict was based on the | SHUBERT-WB SUIT SHIFTED 
plaintiff’s testimony that the defen-| Piracy suit brought by Select The- 
dant was operating a_ theatrical! atres Corp. (Shuberts) against War- 
agency without a license. |ner Bros., involving the picture 

Suit originally was_ instituted ‘Ready, Willing and Able,’ was trans- 
against 20th for money withheld un- | ferred Monday (4) from N. Y. su- 
der an assignment of wages executed | preme court to the federal district 
by Miss Blane. Film co. deposited court. Select avers the scenario is 
the money with the court after in- | based partly on the story ‘The Audi- 
terposing Collins, who claimed it was | tion,’ which it owns, and asks $10,000 
due him and not Miss Blane. | damages. 


ITO of Ohio Urged to Back Metro's 
Radio Night (Thurs.) with M-G Pix 


Columbus, Oct. 5. |ferentially admit that these broad- 

‘Play MGM percentage films on) casts might be harmful on the night 
the nights of the MGM radio show.’ | they Wood said. 
is the advice handed out by P. J.) ferring to the film company’s state- 
Wood, secretary of the Independent! ment that broadcasts were spotted 
Theatre Owners of Ohio to members; on a night which would interfere 
of his organization. Wood believes | 
the radio hour which Metro will 
inaugurate Nov. 4 will keep the cus- 
tomers away from the nabes on that 
night and hurt business in the thea- 


Freeman is not going on the adverse 
ruling as it affects Interstate, this 
being a matter for attorneys, but 
wants to contact Hoblitzelle-O’Don- 
nell on policies, operating problems 
in the Texas territory, fall and win- 
ter plans, etc. He will be in Dallas 
only four or five days, flying both! 
ways. 

E. Paul Phillips, theatre depart- 
ment executive under Freeman in 
New York, was in Dallas last week 
on h.o. matters. He returned to New 
York Monday (4) by plane. 


' Navy Fliers Glorified 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Warners has assigned Don Ryan 
and Kenneth Gamet to script ‘Wings 
Over the Sea,’ to be produced on 
a lavish scale in color as an epic 
of Uncle Sam’s training school for 
aviators at Pensacola, Fla. 

Lloyd Bacon has been set to di- 
rect, Lou Edelman producing, and 
Wayne Morris likely to draw the 





Radio’s 


Fourth 























are given. re- 


| going public. 

‘We are therefore advising 
members to play as many MGM pic- 
tures 





tres where pix play only two and 
three nights. 
‘Metro's advertising 


(the broadcast night), 
those pictures on which 
giving a percentage.’ 


especially 
t» ‘Vv 


agents” in- 


Chief Anzac Censor OReilly Says 
U.S. Pix Cuts Sparse Since Breening 


over a vast portion of the southeast + 


| companies in New York in an effort | 


Bookkeepers, Sten- | 


and | tive toward Columbia, getting out a | 


a] 


Only about half as many deletions 
are made in American film produc- 
tions by the Australian censors since 
the Joseph I. Breen ‘purity’ produc- 
tion code of the Hays office was 
invoked, according to W. Cresswell 
O'Reilly, chief government censor 
for Australia, who was in New York 
last week on his way home to Syd- 
ney. O’Reilly, who conferred with 
Hays organization offcials and briefly 
saw Breen in N. Y., will stop off in 
Hollywood for about four days on 
his way to catch the boat home from 


the Pacific coast. 
Asked if British pictures were 
more difficult to handle than U. S. 


productions, O’Reilly simply referred 
to the inner reform (worked by the 
Hays office) which began three years 





ago as explanation of the change 
in American standards for screen 
decency. 

‘Formerly we had to make 50% 
}cuts in American features,’ he said, 
|‘Now, the deletions average only 
about 25° with a number of pic- 
tures requiring only 21% alterations.’ 


| Comparing the improvement in 
U. S. features, as viewed by the 
| Australian censors, he said that re- 
| jections for American films now run 





11.7%. Seven years ago rejections 
| were 6% of the total. O’Reilly at- 
| tributed this to the reform which 


| began three or four years back, 
Aside from general government 
rules, O'Reilly pointed out that each 
| production was judged on its merits 
jand intentions of the producer. There 
|also is an appeal board in Australia 
|in addition to the censorial group 
of three which he heads but it sel- 
dom is necessary to call this into 
service, 
The Public’s Pulse 

Correct censorship should reflect to 
a large degree what the people want 
and do not want, in O’Reilly’s 
opinion. He said that he kept tab 
on English and U, S. pictures by 
attending film shows and watching 
the audience reaction. In that way 
he learned what the general public 
desired and did not have to depend 
on his own pet ideas on censorship. 
The Australian censorship board 
keeps abreast of what other cen- 
sorial bodies are doing by means of 
regular lists of cuts made by other 
boards. His board in Australia re- 








|ceives copies of these from all state 


censor boards in the U.S. and from 
England. 

Questioned as to whether Australia 
censors watched out particularly for 
cruelty to animals in American films, 
O’Reilly said that any obvious cru- 
elty was trimmed but that so-called 
cruel treatment to horses in battle 
scenes were not clipped unless they 
were certain there was mistreatment 
rather than an illusion of such. 


O'Reilly envisioned an increase in 
feature production in Australia. He 
indicated that the Australia quota 
act encouraged some of this because 
it required a certain number of 
Australian-made _ productions be 
shown in each cinema. At the pres- 





our | 
as possible on Thursday nights 


are | 


ent moment the bulk of screen pro- 
duction is in the short feature field 
| where a large degree of perfection 
| has been achieved. The strides that 
|} have been made with short features, 
| including newsreels, now point the 
| way for building up feature produc- 
| tion, in his opinion. 

Considerable enthusiasm was 
shown by O'Reilly for what was done 
with shorts. There are two news- 
reel companies presently in the 
Australian field, Cinesound and the 
Australian division of Fox Movie- 
|tone, he said. There are between 
| 3,000 and 4,000 picture houses in 
Australia now, with the finest located 
lin Sydney where the average seat- 
| ing capacity is about 2,500. 

O'Reilly spent five monihs in Eng- 
land and has been away froin Aus- 
tralia for months, this being 
his first big vacation in the 40 years 
he has been in government service. 
Government rules allowed him 12 
months off duty, and he will have 
spent approximately nine months of 
it away from his Australia when he 
; Sets back. O'Reilly will study pic- 
ture-making technique and 
tions of the Haysian code adininise 
tration in Hollywood, 
ring with Breen while 


seven 


Onynoersa 
‘ 


again confere 


on the Coast 


least with the habits of the theatre- | 


| Mono’s ‘Rose’ Readying 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
McCulley, fiction scribe 
has checked in at Monogram to 
‘Rose of the Rio Grande.’ 

Film will serve as a 
hicle for Movita. 


Johnston 
bler, 
script 


starring v@e 
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WHY YOU SHOULD 
RUSH TO DATE THE 
GREATEST COMEDY 





OF THE YEAR...! 


Recause 


Recause 


R ecause 


4. ecause 


R e@cause 


4K. ecause 





R 2CauU5e2 
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Recause 





“THE AWFUL TRUTH” tops the comedy cycle now 
making box office history! 


all the world wants to laugh ... and it’s willing to pay 
MILLIONS for it! 


“THE AWFUL TRUTH” comes from COLUMBIA... 
creator of comedies without a peer! 


IRENE DUNNE'S more 7heodorable than ever, topping 
her greatest acting triumphs! 


CARY GRANT delivers the sockiest clowning perform- 
ance of his career! 


LEO McCAREY, of “Ruggles of Red Gap” fame, pro- 
duced and directed it . . . sujatemely/ 


VINA DELMAR, who gave you unforgettable “Bad 
Girl’, wrote the swell screen play! 


its cast includes Ralph Bellamy, Alexander D’Arcy, Cecil 
Cunningham — ALL TOPS! 


even tival producers predict overwhelming box office 
success; say it’s ‘’ TERRIF“’! 


And that's the truth... the whole truth... and nothing 
but ‘THE AWFUL TRUTH”! 


fissociate Producer EVERETT RISKIN « A COLUMBIA PICTURE 
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EXPLOITATION 





:-: By Epes W. Sargent | 





Mickey’s Birthday 
Rochester. 


Manager Lester Pollock circusing 
ticket selling for Saturday morning 
Mickey Mourse birthday show. 
Pasteboards on sale at three promi- 
nent downtown __ stores, Sibley’s, 
Scrantom’s and Liggetts, with post- 
ers and window displays. Chief ben- 
efit, aside from advertising value, 
will be to avoid mobbing the box 
office with 4,000 kids and mothers 
trying to buy tickets in the last few 
minutes before the show starts. 
Show, which includes 10 Mickey 
Mouse cartoons. sells for two bits. | 

Campaign also includes releasing | 
1,000 Mickey Mouse balloons, con- 
test over WSAY with dolls for | 
prizes, teaser series of spot an- | 
nouncements over WHEC, boy in 
Mickey costume giving out charms, 
posters in schools and libraries, let- 
ters to clergymen, line over cartoon 


in the Sunday D. & C., notices to | 


i6é country newspapers and special 
lobby display. 





For the Football Fans 


Spokane. 


The Orpheum will do anything. 
At the Gonzaga-Washington State 
football game Sept. 25, a record 
crowd of 12,000 ogled a figure in long 
nigthshirt and night-cap walking 
across the gridiron between halves. 

When he came closer to the 
stands, words on the shirt became 
visible: ‘I'm a night owl. Late show 
tonight at the Orpheum.’ It 
big laugh from crowd. 





What’s in a Name 
Cleveland. 


Present craze of contests ‘naming- 
something-or-other’ was legitima- 
tized in a unique ‘Name-a-theatre’ 
contest for Warner’s new nabe house 
that out-classed every other bally- 
hoo stunt of season for perfect tie- 


ups. 
Being built in Shaker Square, 
heart of wealthy suburb, theatre 


won't be finished until mid-winter 
and is still nameless. Syd Dannen- 
berg, Warner p.a., thought up neat 
stunt of naming it that got a quick 
okay from Nat Wolf as well as co- 
operation of morning ‘Cleveland 
Plain Dealer.’ ‘s 


Prize of $100 is offered for best 
suggestion along with explanation 
or reason in 25 words or less for it. 
Winner to be guest-of-honored, dined 
and wined at opening, too. Paper 
went to town for stunt, giving it 
three-week daily run, as a circula- 
tion good-will builder. 

Answers ran up in the genuine 
thousands, three stenogs needed to 
open and sort out entries. System of 
judging suggestions was worked out 
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got a| 


by Dannenberg to avoid any talk of 
favoritism. 

| Titles only were typed off in lists 
of 500 each, corresponding to stacked 
letters, so judges would not be in- 
| fluenced by entrants’ names. 


Whiskers for Zola 


Norfolk, Va. 
A beard growing contest among 
the male students of the Norfolk 
Division of the College of William 
and Mary has been started by Man- 


VARIETY 


ee 











ager Pierre Buologne of the Norva 
theatre as build-up for ‘The Life of 
Emile Zola,’ which begins Oct. 22 
As reward for the bearding the 
Norva is to give the 15 most success- 
ful growers two passes to the show. | 


Moore’s Big One 

Fort Worth. 
exploitation stunts 
used by Marsline K. Moore, man- 
|} ager of the Hollywood theatre for 
| ‘Stella Dallas’ in competition for 
| 
| 


Clever 


were | 


the Samuel Goldwyn $1,000 in prizes. 
Among them were: 





A man dressed as Santa Claus 
| bearing 4 sign: ‘Shop Early and 
|Then See ‘Stella Dallas’ at the 
| Hollywood.’ Flags on seven tall 
buildings. Three sheets pasted to 
| the lobby floor. A trick mirror 
lobby display. Many curb signs all | 
over town. Pavements signs at 
corners. Cabs carrying signs. Plane | 


with loudspeaker. Girls on bicycles, 
each one with a letter from pic 
title. 

Hankies given to women before 


opening with hunch it 
needed at show. Many window tie- 
ups, among them one with Wool- 
worth and Montgomery Ward, the 
latter giving out heralds in all 
packages. Five 24-sheet cutouts on 
sidewalks about town. Small fence 
on curb in front of theatre. Radio 
announcements and yobs of news 
plants. These included 8-col. strip 
five consecutive days in press. One 
entire shopping column _§ carried 
puffs. 

Elliott Roosevelt and wife guests 
at preview. T. C. U. band played 
for it. Mayor on hand, and other 
notables. 

Show ran eight nights and seven 
days, second longest run ever scored 
at this theatre. Business big. 


would be 





Theatre Changes 


Omaha. 

In view of compromise settlement 
reported month or so ago District 
Judge Frank Dineen last Wednesday 
dismissed without prejudice fore- 
closure suit on Paramount brought 
by Omaha National Bank against 
A. H. Blank Theaters Corp., Tri- 
States Theatres Corp. and Creighton 
University. 

Action returns theatre to Blank 
control. Evert Cummings, district 
manager for Tri-States, announced 
possibility of opening theatre is un- 
decided. Infantile paralysis epidemic 
of past six weeks thought to have 
nullified any possibility of house 


| Theatres 


| sidiary in 


WB DUMPING MORE 
DIXIE THEATRES 


Relinquishing operation in various | 
parts of the south where its chain is 
spottily represented, Warner Bros. 
has just turned over the Broadway, 
Charicite, N. C., to the Kincey-Wiiby 
interests, this elimination in_ its 
theatre empire of around 300 houses 
following disposal of certain houses 








Detroit All Set to Admish Tilts 
Ranging from 15-40%; Trendle Idea 


Detroit, Oct. 5. 
General admish boost, ranging 
from 15-40%, is hanging fire here, 
and awaits only okay of a few hold- 





Hot and Cold 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 





in Kentucky. The Charlotte theatre | 
is a first-run house. 
In Kentucky two theatres at Dan- | 
ville were taken over by the Southio 
Corp., a Paramount 
Ohio under management 
of Tracy Barham, while theatres in | 
Owensboro, Edison, Fulton, Mayfield | 


sub- 


|and Henderson have’ been acquired 
by Malco Theatres, headed by M. A 
Lightman. Malco, with headquar- 
ters at Memphis, operates in Ten- | 
nessee, Arkansas and Mississippi and 
is a Paramount partnership. 

In all instances the theatres are | 


completely taken over from Warner | 


Bros., removing this distriubtor en- | 


tirely from operation in the situa- | 
tions involved. WB has felt that | 
these southern towns presented 


operating problems since the houses 
were so separated from other units 
of the chain. 

WB is retaining its Memphis hold- 
according to the home office 


ings, 


RKO-Par Pool in Upper | 
N. Y.; Par-Levy Extend 


| 

Coincident with consummation of | 
a pooling arrangement in Yonkers, | 
N. Y., between RKO and the Para- | 
mount-George Walsh interests, with 
RKO having operating control, the 
closed Broadway in that town has 
been reopened for week-ends. The- 
atre will play pictures Fridays, Sat- 





| 
| 
| 
| 


urdays and Sundays.-Under the pool 
| 


five houses are affected, the Proctor, 


Strand, Central, Park Hill and 
Broadway. 
The five-year operating arrange- 


ment between the Par-Walsh group 
on the one hand and Eugene Levy 
on the other, which has two more 
years to go, has already been ex- 
tended an additional 10 years. This 
covers the Broadway, Ritz, Cameo 
and Park in Newburgh, N. Y., where 
Levy has been an independent op- 
erator for years. The Par subsid- 
iary over this and other upstate 
towns, Netco theatres, is headed by 
Walsh, who is in active operation 
of the chain of 18 houses. 





Theatre-Press Declare 


A Truce in Lincoln, Neb. 


Lincoln, Oct. 5. 
Truce came out of the 12-week 





opening. Past two seasons house has 
opened during fall season and re- 
mained dark rest of year. 





St. Louis. 

Frisina Amus. Co., Springfield, II1., 
plans 700-seater in Effingham, IIL, | 
where it now operate the Effingham, | 
1,000-seater. 

T. E. Wilhoit erecting new house 
in Plattsburg, Mo. 

Headquarters of Sparta Theatres, 
Inc., recently incorporated by Steve 
Farrar, O. L. Turner and J. T. Gas- 
kin, located in Orpheum Theatre 





BETTY ALLEN 


HELD OVER 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


THIRD WEEK—NOW 





Paramount Short in Preparation 





Vitaphone Short to Be Released 
This Month 





















CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 


2nd Year—Shea’s 
Buffalo 







“A first rate presentation with 
Arne very good as fiddle colora- 
turist, Four bews--that’s ap- 
plause.”—Baffale Times. 














I 





Bldg., Harrisburg, Il. 
The Modernistic, Onarga, Ll., for- 





merly operated by Irwin Gromoll, 
acquired by Kerasotes Bros. of | 
Springfield, Ill. George Kerasotes 


will manage house. 

New theatre being completed by 
Creighton & Shaver, Kewanee, IIL, 
is being readied for October opening 
in Keithburg, Il. 

The Hollywood and Lyric, down- 
town houses in St. Louis, reopened. 
Both shuttered during summer be- 
cause of no cooling systems. 

Grand, Sparta, Ill.. now under 
management of Egyptian Amus. Co.; 
formerly operated by Charles Wells. 

Mrs. J. D. Williams, who owns 
Liberty, Union, Mo., is planning an- 
other house for same town. 

Steve Farrar and Oscar Turner 
have opened Cozy, Vienna, Ill. 

Fred McLaren. owner of Ada, 
Monmouth, IIl., disposed of house to 
Red Johnson. McLaren also has 
taken over Ada, Hoopeston, Il., 460- 
seater which he intends remodeling. 

Flora Amus. Co., Flora, Ill., plan- 
ning new 500-seater as competish for 
the Florence and Orpheum, operated 
in the same town by John Spaulding. 

San Antonio. 

Jack A. Pickens, Jr., of Jack Pick- 
ens Theatres. Inc., here, opens his 
San Marcos theatre Oct. 7, and on 
the following Thursday will open 
the new Cuero house. 

Fire destroyed the Pearsall theatre 
in Pearlsall last week. House was 
owned by Gidney Talley. operator 
of the Ritz, colored theatre in the 








zon SALE—UPTOWN THEATRE, 
lta R. I. 1,450 seats. For- 
Con y managed by Keith-Albee 

P. Sacrifice for quick sale. Terms. 





Alamo City. 


| es 
Lynchburg. 
New theatre seating 1,000 will be 





| built in Danville, Va. by General 
Guarantors Corporation of N. Y. 


difference between the newspapers 
and theatre row here when Lou 
Finske, division manager of the 
J. H. Cooper Enterprises, conferred 
with Joe W. Seacrest, ad manager 
of the Journal and Star, and the diff 
was called off. 
Originally started when 
papers asked for theatre row rev- 
enue up to a year ago, or would 
have to raise rates. Theatres said 
nix and asked for a reduction from 


the news- 


out exhibitors before going into 
effect. Agitation, led by George W. 
Trendle, prez United Detroit (Par) 
chain, is gaining momentum and an 
early hiking of admishes is expected. 
; b First-runners, of which Trendle 
ered ‘too soft. operates four of town’s six, are be 

hind the proposish to a man, but are 

wary of upping prices unless nabes 

join in; thereby avoiding a possible 


ST. LOO POLL SWINGS [js sb rating 
F&M MORE TO DUALS} "2 sos. 


Harold Lloyd passed up Carol 
Hughes as femme lead because 
she’s ‘too hard’ for the part. 

Actress claims she lost many 
parts because was 


she consid- 














admish would 
top in town’s four 
big houses to 75c. The advance, ex- 
hibs figure, will just about take care 
of increased cost of product, 


s now planned, 


jumped from 65c 


de 


St. Louis, Oct. 5. 


While final tabulations have not | 
been completed in Fanchon & | ate 
Marco's poll of the likes and dislikes | Size of boost for nabes hasn’t been 
of patrons in 31 theatres it owns and | pay worked out as yet. Some of 
controls in St. Louis and St. Louis | operators seem to favor a boost from 
County, there has been a decided | the current 25c. top to 35c., which is 
swing to two-feature programs, with | thought too steep by other exhibs. A 
stage shows, in the last few days. ; 


labor, 


majority feel a 20% (or 5c.) to 30c. 

First returns showed customers of | top, would be just about right for 
nabes were satisfied with two fea- | payees’ purse. 

tures while those who patronize the There are few dissenting voices 

de luxe houses wanted their enter-| against the proposed boosts, and 


tainment to consist of one feature, | fewer who believe the increases will 


| selected shorts and stage shows. Now | have an appreciable effect on the 
the first run theatre frequenters are | b.o., what with boosted auto payrolls 
switching to two features and the} and higher prices on about every- 


ratio of the entire voting is about 2- | thing else. 
to-1 for stage shows, with vaude acts | —— 


predominating. Hamilton, O., Oct. 5. 





Tracy Barham, general manager 

° ° Southio Theatres, headquartered 
Philly Drive to Attract here, has upped admissions 5c. at 
80 000 Hard-of-Hearing the Paramount, Rialto and Palace 
here, and the Paramount, Sorg, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 


to add 80,000 hard-of- 
|hearing patrons to film-attending 
|public here has been started by 
| Philadelphia Motion Picture Forum. 
;Group has issued appeal to ops of 
| leading houses to install hearing 
aids for deaf. Only two Philly the- 
atres now have such equipment—the 
Fox and the Terminal. 


Rosamond G. Wright, chairman 
of hard-of-hearing committee of 
Forum, said aim was to have at least 
a dozen houses in the territory 
| wired with hearing aids. Advent of 
| talkers, she said, has deprived deaf 
of chief form of amusement. 


Strand and Gordon, at Middletown. 
Children’s admission hiked from 10 
to 15c. Sundays and holidays. This 
is the first price boost in this terri- 
tory for past several years. 


Campaign 


$20,000 THEATRE BLAZE 
Salt Luke City, Oct. 5. 
A $20,000 fire destroyed the Holla- 
day theatre Wednesday (30). About 
50 patrons fled the building unin- 
jured. Nels Hansen, owner, and 
William Newman, projectionist, suf- 
fered minor cuts and burns. 
House is located in a suburb 
Salt Lake City, 


New York Theatres 
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the $3.70 rate asked. Papers jacked 
to $3.80 and the theatres went to | 
billboards and throwaways, cutting | 
paper ads completely or to the bone. | 
Under new setup, $3.80 stays on | 
with rate going down to $3 per inch | 
for more than 50 inches weekly per 
house, which amounts to about equal | 
concession. Papers now go back to | 
pix house support which had been | 
withdrawn. Deal also takes in the | 
Westland Theatres, City Manager 
Milt Overman having withdrawn for | 
them at the same time. | 
| 

| 





N.0. Downpour Ruins B.0. 


akin 

New Orleans, Oct. 3 
A cloudburst in which 12.25 inches 
of rain fell, paralyzed are theatre 
business here Saturday (2). The} 
rain began falling at 3 p.m. Friday | 
and continued most of Saturday. | 
Transportation and power lines were | 
crippled and it was not until late | 
in the afternoon that service was 


| 
restored. || 
i 


The deluge for a time spread ap- 
prehension as to the approach of a | 
tropical storm which was brewing | 
south of the city in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

In a number of instances theatre 
managers brought sandbags _ into 
play to keep the water which had 


risen above street curbings out of 
the lobbies. 
The Tulane-Auburn game was 


called off, too, because the Green 
Wave's stadium here was under 
three feet of water at the time. 














Tth Ay. & 50th &. 


ROXY 


“Life Begins 
in College’ 


Paul MUNI ~ Lulse RATNER tn at 
THE RITZ BROS. 


“THE GOOD EARTH” 
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“BROADWAY MELODY OF 
Fletcher Henderson Orchestra 


Twice Daily 2:40-8:40 5. m. 

Buy Seats in Advance 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
Bway. at 51 St.—Cirele 7-5545 


Starting (Thurs., Oct, 7) the 
New York Stage Hit, “DEAD 
END,” at Popular Prices. 
Horace Heidt and Orchestra 





|PARAMOUN 


TIMES , 
SQUARB 
HELD OVER 3RD WERK 











Ww : IN PERSON! 
| High, Wide Yacht Club A , 
| and Handsome’ Boys os Sway 1th $t > 
‘te 
|| Irene Dunne Matess BLONDELL tr ee 








\| Randolph Scott DeLange Band 


or MUSIC HALL 
"STAGE 
DOOR" 


Spectacular Stage Produetions 











FUN - FROLIC - ROMANCE - RHYTHM! 


“THIS WAY PLEASE” 


Paramount Picture 
With CHAS. (BUDDY) ROGERS, BETTY 
GRABLE, NED SPARKS, FIBBER MecGEE, 
and MOLLY and MARY LIVINGSTON 


(‘riterion 25e 


Bway & 45th St. 
Opene 8 a.m. Midnight Shows tei P.M. 
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SENSATIONAL, 
NEW ATTRACTION 
ON THE ENTERTAINMENT HORIZON!! [(370mC08 


RUDY VALLEE 


“| have heard the Hudson- 
OY-) Relalel-Mmeclagal-tticeMmli Mm ol -1et0)n 
and listened to their records 
and think them one of the 
Ley MeeleLESiolaleliaremmmelaelelilp sok 

we tions today. Certainly. their 
held over for a third week at the record of “You're Not the 
Kind of a-Girl for a@ Boy Like 
Me’, ‘sold’ me on that tunel” 


r T THEAT — 
ARAMOUNT THEATRE j|eRiee 


Buffalo (N.Y. Venus — 
NEW YORK “Hudson-DeLonge—Will Hud: 


son arranges, which is quite 
enough. Here is a rhythm sec- 


on its initial Broadway engagement, the Hon with os much lift-as any 


and when these boys get in 





the groove they can swing 
with, anybody. ‘Maybe you 
heard them. on WBEN last 
elke Lay 





GLEN GRAY, | 


Casa Loma Orchestra — 


orchestra and a 
musicians who wel! 
ary note they play 

re thoroughly schooled 
now rank with the 


siness 





is creating musical history over-night! 
J 


- HERE IS A BAND THAT DARES T0 BE DIFFERENT 


distinctive music is its trademark! 


Week of October 15th Week of October 22nd MARGUERITE PETRAN 


PARAMOUNT STUDIOS LOEW'S CAPITOL THEATRE omer 


MUCH ADO ABO HUD 
making an original short Washington, D. C. SON - DelLAN( you're 
looking for a certain spark 
spontaneity in your music 
overlook the Hudson: 
<— OT) Kelalel- @laa@al tiiae 


Tale uni 


ale ole am. ( the average 


age of the band is 22 
r ! + 
me FF, Ie MASTER RECORD eotetiats rN aslelare) ngs turned ov 


by the team are ‘Moonglow 


a were 


iZelail-tali-te mae @laclelamm @lalalcl-1ac) 


Swing’, ‘Mr. Ghost Goes to 


git ee Management Town’, ‘You re No! al Kind 


and ‘The Moon is Grinning at 
$ e ES 3 é : , ee Me 





JACK DENNY 


A real swing band! 


on ————2 
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STUDIO. SHOWS DOMINATE 
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~ Programs Using Studio Audiences 





Following is the list of New York-originated network commercials which 


NBC 


have studio audiences: 


ACCOUNT 
American Radiator Co, 
American Tobacco Co, 
Elizabeth Arden 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp. 
Cities Service Co. 
Cummer Products Co. 
Cycle Trades of America. 
Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 
Gen. Electric Co. 
Gen. Foods Corp. 
Gen. Motors Corp. 
Griffin Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
Grove Laboratories, Inc. 
Gruen Watch Co. 
Koppers Coke Co., Inc. 
The Lambert Company 
Lamont Corliss & Co. 
Macfadden Publications, Inc. 
Philip Morris & Co., Ltd. 
Packer Tar Soap, Inc. 
Pacific Coast Borax Co. 
Radio Corp. of America. 
Sealtest, Inc. 
Sherwin-Williams Co. 
Sterling Products, Inc. 
Sterling Products, Inc. 
G. Washington Coffee Refining Co. 


PROGRAM 
Fireside Recitals 
Your Hit Parade 
Eddy Duchin 
Tommy Dorsey 
Cities Service Concert 
Vox Pop 
Bicycle Party 
The Voice of Firestone 
Hour of Charm 
Believe It or Not 
Gen. Motors Concerts 
Time to Shine 
Gen. Hugh Johnson 
The Time of Your Life 
Eddy Duchin 
Grand Central Station 
Husbands and Wives 
True Story Court 
Philip Morris Program 
Thatcher Colt Mysteries 
Death Valley Days 
Magic Key of RCA 
Sealtest Party 
Metropolitan Opera Auditions 
Waltz Time 
Manhattan Merry-Go-Round 
American Album of Familiar Music 
Uncle Jim’s Question Bee 


CBS 


American Tobacco Co. 
Chevrolet Motor Co. 
Chrysler Corp. 

Coca-Cola Co. 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co. 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co. 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co. 
E. I. Du Pont 

Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. 


Philip Morris & Co. 
Nash-Kelvinator Corp. 

Pet Milk Sales Corp. 

R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
Sterling Products, Inc. 


Stewart-Warner Corp. 


Time, Inc. 

United States Tobacco Co. 
Ford Motor Co. 

Gen. Baking Co. 

Gen, Foods Corp. 

Gen. Foods Corp. 

Hudson Motor 


Your Hit Parade 

Dramatic Rhythm 

Major Bowes’ Amateur Hour 

The Songshop 

Gang-Busters 

Palmolive Beauty Box Theatre 

Your Adventure with Floyd Gibbons 

Calvacade of America 

Chesterfield Presents Kostelanetz’s 
Orch. & John Charles Thomas 

Johnny Presents Russ Morgan’s Orch. 

Professor Quiz 

Pet’s Sat. Night Show 

Benny Goodman 

Famous Actors’ Guild Presents Helen 
Menken 

Alemite Half Hour with Horace 
Heidt’s Brigadiers 

March of Time 

Pick and Pat in Pipe Smoking Time 

Watch the Fun Go By 

Guy Lombardo & His Orch. 

Kate Smith 

“We, the People’ 

Hobby Lobby 





MPPA WARNING 
ON OFF-AIR 
RECORDING 


Stations throughout the country 
were advised this week through a 
circular letter from the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association that 
they must obtain the customary 
manufacturer’s license whenever 
they take a program off the air for 
future broadcasting. Letter pointed 
out that this dealing for musical 
rights is necessary regardless of 
whether the program is commercial 
or sustaining. 

Checkup by the MPPA has dis- 
closed that while the take-off prac- 
tice, principally as applied to com- 
mercial programs, has become com- 
mon a goodly percentage of the sta- 
tions involved were not obtaining 
the required licenses. The MPPA 
holds that it cannot logically enforce 
the copyright owner’s rights in the 
instances of networks and indie sta- 
tions which do comply and permit 
others to escape. 

Harry Fox, MPPA gen. mgr., pro- 
Poses to work out a uniform con- 
tract covering those in the business 
of taking broadcasts off the air for 
ad agencies and artists as soon as 
he has obtained the necessary trus- 
tee agreements from all the major 
music publishers. This type of off- 
the-air recorder will likely have the 
royalty terms of the uniform agree- 
ment based on his gross turnover for 
the preceding year. 





Ed Turner has joined WSOC, 
Charlotte, as salesman. 





MAXON NAMES BOB WILSON 


First te Hold Agency’s Title as 
Radie Director 








Maxon agency has established its 
first titular office of radio director 
and spotted Robert Wilson, Jr., in 
the job. Pat Barnes formerly advised 
on radio for Maxon, but held no 
official title. Wilson comes from 
CBS, where he _ handled _ time- 
peddling in the Philadelphia office 
and area. He will headquarter in 
Ne Be 

At present Maxon has two net- 
work programs riding, ‘Heinz Maga- 
zine of the Air’ on Columbia, and 
Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orch for Gen- 
eral Electric on NBC. Agency is 
now buzzing a bee in the bonnet of 
Gillette Blades, which faded its pro- 
gram, featuring Milton Berle, off 
CBS during the summer. At the time 
of the program’s fold, Maxon got the 
account back from Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. 


KLZ Has Man-on-Street 


Show in Negro District 
Denver, Oct. 5. 
Denver's colored section has been 
given a once-a-week ‘man 
street’ broadcast by KLZ. 
the broadcasts 
announcer, interviews residents of 
the black belt, and Larry Robar does 
the m.c. job. 
Entertainment includes a barber 
shop quartet, a mammy singer and a 
singing bootblack. 


Ed Sprague Joins WLW 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 





on 





Ed Sprague has left Pittsburgh to | 


join sports announcing staff of WLW, 
Cincinnati. 


He dropped out of radio tempora- | . » 0 
yo i his own office in the same building. 
Further story on Taplinger appears | 


rily this summer to manage Beach 
Club, nitery, im 
Lake. 











the | 
During | 
Matthew McEniry, | 


| Fizdale 


| Einfeld. 





nearby Conneaut | 


70,000 ATTEND 


IN N.Y, WEEKLY 


All 
Programs Except Serials | 
and Commentators 
Work Before 
Guests | 


| Practically 


Sponsors’ 


BIGGEST YET 


By BEN BODEC 

Any network commercial origi- 
nating this fall from New York 
without a studio audience will rate 
as an exception to the rule. Broad- 
casting before onlookers has devel- 
oped to the point where none but 
small intimate dramatic programs 
and news commentators still hold to 
the practice of strict privacy. 

Percentage of audience broadcasts 
will be away over what it was last 
season. In the case of Columbia the 
increase will figure around 30%. 
Because of the capacity of its outside 
theatre studios CBS will play to 
considerably more sideliners than 
NBC. 

Columbia has 25 shows of this 
classification already set to emanate. 
With ‘previews’ and _ rebroadcasts 
added, the list of audience attended 
programs will total 30. CBS esti- 
mates it will be catering to between 
35,000 and 40,000 ticket holders a 
week by the time the current broad- 
cast season reaches its commercial 
apex. 

NBC has 26 commercials scheduled 
for studio audience indulgence. With 


the rebroadcasts the actual instances 


of open house will tally 34. NBC 
estimates a weekly attendance of 
between 30,000 and 35,000 persons, 
excluding the invites to sustaining 
programs. Latter might figure any- 
where between 10,000 and 15,000 a 
week. Mutual and local stations 
also have audience shows. 





ASSOCIATED BAKERIES 


CONTROL “JIMMY ALLEN’ 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Rights to ‘Air Adventures of 
Jimmy Allen’ transcription series 


have been purchased for Associated 
Bakeries by Russel C. Comer ad 
agency, as of Oct. 1, 

Series, fofmerly on to plug Skelly, 
Richfield, Hickock and Pocahontas 
Oil, now to air for bread in 32 
cities of midwest and south where 
Associated Bakeries have plants. 


Edward G. Robinson Will 
Play Tabloid Daily Editor | 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Edward G. Robinson program to 
fill out the Lifebouy-Rinso hour was 
set by Myron Kirk, radio director 
of Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, before 
he hauled east. 
to Claire Trevor, with material to be 





scripted by Irving Caesar, Courtney | 
Eddie Holden and 


Riley Cooper, 
Arch Obler. 
Half hour show carries title of ‘To- 
day’ 
atized news events. 


as the editor of a robust tabloid | 
who later reforms to become a 
righteous crusader. Plot will be 


maintained, although each episode 
will be complete in itself. 





Taplinger’s Film Job 


Robert S. Taplinger has sold his 
N. Y. radio publicity office to Tom 
of Chicago. Taplinger on 
Nov. 1 joins the Burbank studios of 
Warner Bros, to handle film, radio 
and music publicity under Charley 
Fizdale reportedly has ar- 
ranged to pay $22,000 for the firm. 

Taplinger built up radio’s most 
impressive p.a. office through his in- 
side track at CBS. He was formerly 
with CBS and quit in 1935 to open 





in film dept. 





Network | 


Now | 














\Mussing for the Studio Audiences 


Again Notable; Hollywood Repeating 


+ 





Picking Bones Clean 





Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 
New program on KECA 
‘Joe Miller’s Opera House.’ 
Local gag writers will be 
there in force to see if there's 
anything they missed. 


is 











and will be a series of dram- | 
Robinson is cast 








Legion Whams 


Commentator 
For Criticism 


Schenectady, Oct. 5. 

Jim Healey, himself a member of 
the American Legion, has been given 
an uncomfortable time of it by 
fervid members of that group since 
he criticized over the air the State 
of New York for donating $50,000 
of taxpayers’ money to help defray 
expenses on the recent New York 
City convention. Under consider- 
able pressure Healey back-tracked 
and broadcast a squaring statement 
that didn’t square the Legionnaires’ 
peeve. 

None of the taxpayers that Healey 
was worrying about came to his aid 
so he got nothing but abuse. This 
has been directed at him personally 
in his club, on the streets, and in 
his office. Others have gone to the 
station, WGY, and Healey’s sponsor. 


McEvoy Will Act In 
Ethered ‘Father’ Series 


Hollywood, Oct, 5. 

J. P. McEvoy will lay aside his 
typewriter as soon as he completes 
his current scripting chore at Para- 
mount and turn ether actor, playing 
the papa in an air dramatization of 
his Satevepost series, ‘Father Meets 
Son.’ Sponsor stands ready to shell 
out heavy coin for the feature but 
insists on McEvoy playing himself. 

‘Father and Son’ series started 
more or less on the level, being 
founded on Mac’s letters to his boy, 
Denis, now at the University of Chi- 
cago. Author feels qualified, be- 
ing at 42 a grandfather. 


Uncertain Bill Fields 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
W. C. Fields has told friends that 
he is quitting radio and will with- 
draw from the Chase & Sanborn 











program. He has absented himself 
from the last three broadcasts but 


Danny Danker of J. Walter Thomp- 


| son agency denies the comic is void- 
Femme lead goes | 


ing his five year contract. Exclusive 
deal calls for $5,000 weekly. 

Comic has a double reason for 
wanting to quit the air show. Claims 
to be unable to get good script ma- 
terial and anyway wants to rest. 
Field's appearance on the program 


has been so uncertain in the past 
few weeks that the agency had 
standby material ready for emer- 


gencies. 
WJISV's Cup-Collec siaee 
Washington, Oct. 5. 

Week-end golfers of CBS Wash- 
ington staff have cleaned up lately, 
four web and WJSV figures winning 
trophies at recent tournaments. 

Jess Willard, station manager, 
Harry Butcher, web v.p., Larry Elli- 
ott, chief announcer, and Paul 
Porter, headquarters attorney, 
have brought home silver platters 
and such. 

Harry Pomar at WATL 
Atlanta, Oct. 5. 

Harry Pomar, formerly’ with 
Harvey Massengale Adv 
here. has joined staff of WATL. 

He taken charge of 
merchandising setup. 


has 





Mugging for the benefit of studio 
audiences is again emphasized as 
the new season gets under way. It 
has been weighed pro and con by 
admen in Hollywood lately as in the 
east. 

Hollywood may be repeating in its 
radio newness the cycle that New 
York production saw couple of sea- 
sons ago. They are reported cling- 
ing to the ‘need’ for studio laughter 
to put comedy over with loudspeak- 
er listeners. 

Advertising agencies have been 
subject to outside and sponsor criti- 
cism on the score of allowing actors 
to suit their own habits of stare de- 
portment when working before stu- 
dio audiences to the more or less 
neglect of the real audience scat- 
tered over the country. 

Recent example on a Hollywood 
origination had two comedians 
working together. Studio audience 
was convulsed. At the loudspeak- 
ing bench in the American parlor 
the deadpans were slightly corru- 
gated by frowns of perplexity. What 
was funny? Nothing coming over 
the air accounted for the rather pro- 
nounced enjoyment of the studio 
audience. Only two theories were 
possible: (a) the homefolks were 
getting short weight on the enter- 
tainment; or (b) the people who at- 
tend programs in Hollywood are 
giggling imbeciles. 

In another case the death-like 
silence of the Hollywood § studio 
audience endured for 20 minutes. 
Then there were acouple of snickers. 
In this case the studio audience gave 
gruesome testimony on the spot of 
how dull and boresome the program 
had been. In reverse the behavior 
on this occasion called attention to 
the agony of a clambake. Thousands 
must have been keen enough to get 
that studio audience corroboration 
of their own suspicions that what 
they were getting was pretty blah. 

One of the criticisms most per- 
sistently made of commercial radio 
by the average layman appears to 
be this matter of studio laughter, 
studio applause and the whole riga- 
marole of having two targets, one 
visible, ene invisible. 











A. | 
all | 


Agency | 


station’s 


Local Rivalry 
Bans Actors 
From Station 


Bridgeport. Oct. 5. 
New Haven'’s WELI, riled by re- 
moval to WICC, Bridgeport-New 
Haven, of last season’s prize pro- 
gram, ‘The First Offender,’ Sheriff 
J. E. Slavin’s correctional drama 
series, advised all actors in show that 
any making switch couldn't work 
both stations at same time. 
Immediate consequence was that 
Jeanne Poli, granddaughter of late 
S. Z. and leading lady of ‘First Of- 
fender,’ hired out to WICC for an- 
other chore, a daily eye-opener. 
Another echo of WELI-WICC 
rivalry is former’s signing of Eddie 
Krolikowski, long-time Polish fave 


| at Bridgeport station, for commer- 
| cial. 
WICC now feeding ‘First Offender’ 
as sustainer to Colonial net of 13 
stations. 
Bill Hedges Resigns 
Cincinnati, Oct. 5 
William S. Hedges resigned yes- 
| terday (Monday) as vice president of 
the Crosley radio propertes. He 
hooked up Jan. 1 last and his con- 
tract has until next year to go but 


was mutually terminated. 
Hedges is dickering with a couple 





of offers. Not known if he may re- 
| turn to NBC with which he was 
many years associated in various 


l executive capacities, 








A . 
hh OEP C ge gs Wy ME 8s aah Oo 


; 
j 
' 
t 
j 
| 
i 
: 
i 
: 


Heme ge 


ee 

















38 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, October 6, 1937 














RADIO MARKS TIME: CZAR IDEA 
WEBER IRONS OUT NE 


TWORK BUMPS 


FOCUSED; 








Stations Worried—Southern Broadcasters Reported 
Incensed at Unionization Wave Going Through 


Dixie—Other Factors 


Broadcasting is marking time un- 
4il the special N.A.B. convention in 
New York, next week, is over and 
the Musicians Union matter settled. 
Mental attitude of many station 
owners is very unsettled. While 
some stations have gotten used to 
the prospective increase or have 
comfortably discovered that their 
present disbursements for music will 
probably more than cover 
quota, others are uncertain and un- 
happy. 

Stations in the South are said to 
be among the most vitriolic in their 
denunciations (mostly private) of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. This is because the aggressive 
outcropping in Dixie of C.I.O.-in- 
spired unionization has sent shivers 
through the business community 
down there. South is notably not 
mentally conditioned to labor groups 
and is bitter. 


Southern stations have been es- 
pecially loath to reveal, even to their 
trade association, any facts, statistics 
or payroll percentages as affecting 
talent, musicians or sustaining poli- 
cies, 

Joe Weber, American Federation 
of Musicians prez, was trying hard 
at press time yesterday (Tuesday) 
to arrive at a compromise with NBC 
on the new originating-station con- 
tract and also put the finishing 
touches to the uniform indie sta- 
tion agreement so that he could 
leave New York to attend the clos- 
ing sessions of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor convention in Den- 
ver. If these matters weren’t 
closed by this morning Weber in- 
tended to call off the Denver trip. 


Columbia had readily agreed to 
accept the AFM’s proposition that 
the network increase their musi- 
cians expenditures at each of the 
originating stations by $60,000, but 
NBC insisted that the international 
give it credit out of this amount 
for the extra money it was spending 
for the 51 men added for the Arturo 
Toscanini programs, all of whom are 
to collect above scale. 


With either major network it 
would be a new two-year contract, 
becoming effective immediately and 
replacing any previous commit- 
ments. With the $60,000 increase 
per year, CBS’ annual bill for staff 
musicians in New York would go 
over the $550,000 mark, while 
NBC’s would be appreciably over 
$1,000,000. Boost is also to apply 
to the webs’ musical payrolls in 
Chicago and Los Angeles, 

Weber said yesterday (Tuesday) 
that his board had not decided just 
what increase it would ask of the 
three chief Mutual originating sta- 
tions, WOR, New York; WGN, Chi- 
cago, and KHJ, Los Angeles. In- 
dications are that it will be between 
$25,000 and $30,000 a year. James 
Petrillo, head of the Chicago local, 
is slated to discuss the matter with 
WGN when he returns home next 
week, while the KHJ situation will 
be taken up with Lewis Allen Weiss, 
Don Lee gen. mgr., when he ar- 
rives in New York next week for 
the general broadcasters’ convention 
at the Waldorf Astoria. 

Stations affiliated with NBC and 
Columbia are set to meet the day 
before the general broadcasting con- 

“vention opens at the Waldorf-As- 
toria to listen to the report of the 
special committee which negotiated 
the contract with the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. Time of the 
IRNA’s gathering at the same hotel 
will be 3 p. m. Monday (11). 

One thing that this committee has 
decide in the meanwhile what 
oct the resignation of William S. 


Atlas Huddle Due 


A conference in New York City is 


ia 
eye 








scheduled for later ihis week be- 
tween the members of the group 
premeciing the Atlus transcription 


firm. Latter has aitempted to set up 
a tianscrivtion biz on a film ex- 
chnonee bicci beoking theory but has 
not adyarced far to date. 
Moneymiun Hopper of Cinema 
Mercanitie Crecits, Hollywood is due 


a° the conference along with Herb | largely dependent on what work comes before the 
Ebersie:n, Lou Winston and Leon! association in any particular year including lobbying, 
| legislative, litigation, etc. Hays’ personal salary is prob- 


Lee 


their | 


, Hedges as gen. mgr. of WLW, Cin- 


| cinnati, will have on his services as | 
| chairman of the negotiating group. 

Despite the peace pact’ signed last} 
| weekend between the Philly music| 
| union and WCAU there, the Penna. 
| State commercial program which re- 
|sumes over CBS next Sunday (10) 
| night will originate at WABC, New 
| York, at least for the present. When 
the show debuted several months 
ago it ozoned from WCAU, Philly. 
May return there later, although re- 
sentment of the sponsors and agency 
men over the union situash there is 
a hurdle to ‘that move. Tentative 
plan is to take the show to WHP, 
Harrisburg, for permanent origina- 
tion. 


ARTHUR B. CHURCH 


KMBC, KANSAS CITY 





Understand N. A. B. board of di- 
rectors to shortly consider further 
problem of obtaining counsel to 
represent broadcasting industry. 
Meanwhile, therefore, I prefer to 
make no personal statement. I plan 
to attend special N. A. B. conven- 
tion. 

According to my understanding : 
of A. F. M. demands and reported | 
negotiations of committee for in- 
dependently owned network af- 
filiated KMBC would be little af- 
fected either as to minimum num- 
| ber of men or salaries paid mu- 
sicians as we have for many years 
employed staff of union musicians. 
Unquestionably musicians generally 
have some causes for complaint 
which should be rectified but A. 
F. M. demands appear excessive and, 
in some cases, would seem to work 
extreme hardships on some small 
independently owned stations. 

I am confident majority broad- 
casters appreciate problems and 
wish to co-operate with musicians 
in every way possible to reach rea- 
sonable understanding. 


FARM STATION 


IOWA 
(Name withheld by request) 











We have been busy here for a 
great many years, trying to give our 
listeners worthy entertainment and 
information, and trying to give 
enough service to our advertisers to 
pay expenses, 

Frankly, we don’t believe that 
any so-called Czar could run our 
business any better than we can; 
neither do we believe that any mu- 
sicians’ union can or will do any- 
thing but make trouble for them- 
selves and for us, by dictating as to 
how many entertainers we shall 
have, and what we shall pay them. 

I don’t care to influence anybody 
else, any more than I care to have 
them influence us in the conduct of 
|; our business. Seems to me there is 
a great and crying need for every- 


| 


| body to give his undivided attention 
to his own business. 

At this time we do not expect to 
| have anbody present at the conven- 
/tion. We've got lots of work to do 
| right here. 


BIRT F. FISHER 


KJR—KMO, SEATTLE 











Stations KJR and KMO will have 
representative at broadcasters meet- 
ing in New York next week but 
prefer not to comment on issues in 
advance. 


LEO FITZPATRICK 


WJR, DETROIT 





Personally I have always been in 
favor of having a_ representative 
citizen to represent the broadcasting 
| industry. 
| I believe that the musicians’ union 
|has a just cause for asking some 
kind of readjustment of present 
conditions and have little fear but 
that it will be worked out amicably. 
'I shall be at the convention, 


HUGH A. L. HALFF 


WOAI, SAN ANTONIO 








In my opinion appointment of so- 
called czar to represent broadcast 
ing industry in manner of Will 
Hays office for motion pictures is 
not only desirable but almost nec- 
essary provided that one selected is 
of the highest character and great- 
est ability commanding the respect 
of all. Anything short of that, in 
my opinion, would be a waste of 
time and money. 

Expect to attend New York con- 
vention accompanied by Beeman 
Fisher, new general manager of 
WOAI. 

Without having the latest infor- 
mation or angles not in position to 
express opinion of musicians union 
problem. 


HERB HOLLISTER 


KANS, WICHITA 





Believe appointment of proper 
outstanding personality to represent 
broadcasting industry will solve 
many of our problems and favor 
prompt action in this direction. Will 
attend New York convention, which 
I think is essential due to necessity 
of submitting all angles of Musicians’ 
Union situation to all stations. Hope 
others realize this meeting of.tran-., 
scendent importance. 


STANLEY HUBBARD 


KSTP, ST. PAUL-MINNEAPOLIS 











Musicians have justifiable com- 
plaint against some stations, how- 
ever, consider it unfair to penalize 
those who have used musicians since 
inception of radio at great financial 
loss. 

Am opposed to czar on basis of 
| possible investigation of industry. 








‘Stations such as ours will welcome 


any Congressional investigation. Our 
need now is for association repre- 
sentative of entire industry without 
politics and clique control, Only in- 
dependently owned stations should 
be members of such an association. 
We need networks as much as they 
need us, however, there should be 
closer cooperation. Such association 
should be headed by an outstanding 
individual who has respect of nation. 


JOSEPH 0. MALAND 


WHO, DES MOINES 





Czar for radio broadcasting is a 


| great idea theoretically but wonder 


how we can find man big enough 
for job to work for an association 
with inadequate funds on yearly 
basis. It cannot be done unless net- 
works or small group of stations un- 
derwrite proposition for three to five 
years. 

Regarding Musicians Union prob- 
lem we think that Advisory Com- 
mittee of IRNA has done wonder- 
ful job in handling almost insolvable 
problem and will approve any rec- 
ommendations made by them even 
though we may not agree in every 
particular. 


CLAIR M’COLLOUGH 


MASON-DIXON GROUP 








Will attend. convention in New 
York. Have not formed an opinion 
regarding a czar for the radio in- 
dustry. 

Think there is something to be 
said for all sides in the controversy 
between the radio industry, as a 
whole, and as groups, and the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Believe all this can and will be 
straightened out in a _ satisfactory 
manner to all parties and factions. 


ART MOSBY 


KGVO, MISSOULA, MONT. 








Feel appointment of radio czar 
very important to hold together a 
very disorganized broadcasting 
group. 

Having already made two trips to 
New York this summer doubt I will 
personally attend next week’s con- 
fab. 

WPA has no musicians on relief 
in Montana. Problem is local rather 
than national. Feel Petrillo activity 
has forced Weber to adopt unusual 
tactics which should have been di- 
rected at theatres and night clubs 
rather than radio which has helped 
rather than injured musicians. 


CHARLES W. MYERS 


KOIN, PORTLAND 








Regarding so-called czar, or bet- 
ter called counsel, for radio indus- 
try I would first have to know the 
man’ before answering. ~I te not be- 
lieve in magic. 

Musicians controversy partly 
caused by a few greedy operators 
within the industry. KOIN has al- 
ways employed musicians. My at- 
tendance at meeting undecided, 


GENE 0’FALLON 


KFEL, DENVER 





I do not consider radio industry 
ready for a czar. Consider it more 
important to strengthen present 
N. A. B. by departmentalizing and 








How ‘Czar’ Idea Works in Film Biz 


By ROY CHARTIER 











| cabinet to head it. 
| 
| UNDERLYING MOTIVES: 


A trade association representing al 
distributors as a group was felt to be 
ducers were running wild 
ordination was needed for the bene 
| those of the prod-distrib group wh 
dangering others by their actions. 


{far with ‘censorable’ material on the 
| tising or otherwise, 


With legislative troubles back in ’22 becoming more 


|and more a nuisance and relations 


and independents becoming more strained, it was felt 
}an organization was also needed which would be of a 


' ° 
| protective nature. 


| ANNUAL COST OF MAINTENANCE: 
Variously estimated from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000 a 


| year, cost of operating the ‘Czar’ set 


Motion Picture Producers & Distributors of America, 
Inc., was founded in March, 1922, at which time Will 
H. Hays resigned as Postmaster-General from Harding 


and it was 


This has been im- 
| portant at times when certain producers have gone toc 


count added. 
ACTIVITIES: 


ably around $300,000 yearly with liberal expense ac- 


MPPDA has fought adverse tax and other legislative 
action every year both in Congress and in the various 
states, maintaining close legislative connections at all 


1 major producer- 
imperative. Pro- 
felt that co- 
fit of all, curbing 
ich might be en- 
MEMBERSHIP: 
: Members, 
screen, in adver- 

Educational and 
between distribs 
MPPDA. 


including Paramount, 
United Artists, Warners, Universal, Columbia, Republic, 


times and close checks on bills affecting the industry 
as they come up. 
operation with producer-distributors and theatre oper- 
ators in keeping adverse legislation and other State or 
Federal moves aimed at the industry at a minimum, 


Has been very successful, in co- 


MGM, 20th-Fox, 


various individual producing units 


such as Sam Goldwyn, are assessed a percentage of | 
their annual gross business 


to help maintain the 


INDEPENDENTS’ ATTITUDE: 


Attitude of indies toward the Hays office is mixed. 


-up in filmdom is 
islation. 


some always having regarded it as representative of 
the ‘tyranny’ major producer-distribs have over indies 
while others seek and do cooperate with MPPDA on 
various matters vital to the whole industry, such as leg- 
In its work against legislation, the MPPDA 
is always effecting results which are just as beneficial 
to the indie as to the big producer or chain operator. 





building a trade association that will 
inspire confidence and respect both 
inside and outside the industry. 

If that is accomplished and N. A, 
B. is truly representative of the in- 
dustry with sufficient dues—paying 
members the appointment of a co- 
ordinator might be warranted. 

Will certainly attend New York 
meeting and have personally written 
two letters to every American radio 
station urging 100% attendance. 

Have always been on record fa- 
voring more local programs by radio 
stations but thus far have always 
found that newscasts, special fea- 
tures, sports coverage get better 
audience acceptance than use of 
local musicians, 

If musicians have something to 
sell us that will improve our service 
and please our listeners we are ready 


| to buy it but don’t think any or- 


| 





ganization should be granted 
privilege of forcing us to use 
service regardless of merit. 


EUGENE PULLIAM 


WIRE, INDIANAPOLIS 


the 


its 





What radio needs is not a czar, 
but a closely knit association with a 
public relations department that will 
effectively interpret the industry to 
the public, generally, and to the gov- 
ernment specifically. The frequently 
heard, but inadequately challenged 
statement that radio is a bonanza 
must be specifically answered in the 
very near future if irreparable harm 
to the industry is to be avoided. The 
recent demand of the musicians 
union is only additional evidence 
of the credence given this bonanza 
myth. No fair minded broadcaster 
will object to collective bargaining, 
signing a union contract, or having 
permanent relations with organized 
labor. However, the economics of 
radio operation must be taken into 
account if a workable agreement is 
te be effected. The facts in this 
question and in other problems con- 
fronting the industry must be pre- 
sented with such frankness and sin- 


cerity that the public will under- 
stand just how absurd this radio 
bonanza myth really is. I don’t be- 


lieve a czar is the answer. 

The very appointment of a czar 
would be prima-facie admission that 
the industry needs policing, which, 
of course, is not the case. The radio 
industry has blazed the trail for a 
great new vehicle of information and 
entertainment. With few exceptions 
its record is clean, not corrupt. The 
public generally and Government 
specifically will be fair and reason- 
able in appraising this record if it 
is properly presented and honestly 
interpreted. Radio is certain to have 
more regulation, but it should be ad- 
ministered with a sympathetic un- 
derstanding of the industry's prob- 
lems; and this can be accomplished 
if the industry is organized .and 
united for its objective development 
as well as for intelligent defense of 
its record of highly creditabie 
service. 


LLOYD THOMAS 


WROK, ROCKFORD, ILL. 








What radio broadcasting needs is 
better coordination and closer co- 
operation between stations in differ- 
ent groups, namely national high 
powered network and independent 
regional and local. Poorest organ- 
ized are the independent regional 
and local. N.A.B. will only do its 
job properly when it is so organized 
that it gives help to all classes con- 
cerned, 

Radio does not want and does not 
need a czar. It is not comparable 
with motion picture industry and is 
not suffering from same evils. We 
are strongly and definitely opposed 
to a radio czar, Will be represented 
at New ‘York N.A.B. convention. 


| District organizations of broadcasters 


plus proper departmental setup in 

N.A.B. will help solve problems. 
We believe musicians’ union deal- 

ings with independent local stations 


| will be fair and demands equitable, 
taking their financial limitations and 


| resources into consideration. 


WROK 
has union musician’s payroll now 
equivalent to that requested by mu- 
sicians’ union. If local stations were 
properly organized in groups with 
proper representation such prob- 


|lems could be handled much more 





easily and satisfactorily. 


S. C. VINSONHALER 


KLRA, LITTLE ROCK 





I believe the proper man to rep- 
resent broadcasting industry wouid 
be splendid thing. 

At present time I will be unable 
to attend New York convention, 
However, plans may change. 











| 
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CBS MAY END CHAINBREAKS 


Claim 4,000 Actors Organized, 














Chain Income from Time Sal 
NBC 
1937 1936 1935 1934 
January 3,541,999 $2,681,895 $2,895,037 $2,391,667 
February .......... 3,295,782 2,714,300 2,758,319 2,211,637 
Mascth .........3... S128 3,037,873 3,025,308 2,507,890 
BE, cid cts c.kicnce Qiaatee 2,741,928 2,682,143 2,373,890 
May 3,214,819 2,561,720 2,685,211 2,475,173 
June tanec vee ane 2,323,546 2,380,845 2,177,857 
PE on ccnencisnty eee 2.449,983 2,208,935 1,864,420 
August 2,784,977 2,422,431 2,021,365 1,735,555 
September. .....6%. 2,850,581 2,886,637 2,163,317 1,860,166 
TOM) cL vieninasaa $28,290,599  $23,820.313 $22,820,480 $19,598,255 
CBS 
1937 1936 1935 1934 
PSL CCE $2,378,620 $1,901,023 $1,768,949 $1,405,948 
February ..... ore  Qpeeaat 1,909,146 1,654,461 1,387,823 
March 2,559,716 2,172,382 1,829,553 1,524,904 
April 2,596,238 1,950,939 1,615,389 1,371,601 
May .... 2,552,374 1,749,517 1,287,455 1,255,887 
June 2,476,576 1,502,768 1,066,729 925,939 
July 1,988,412 1,292,775 910,470 620,290 
SES CE 1,955,280 1,232,588 879,019 513,315 
September ........ 2,028,585 1,838,932 1,086,900 700,491 
3 See eee Ey eee $20,800,118 $15,550,070 $12,098,925 $9,706,198 
MUTUAL 
1937 1936 

January $187,362 $166,266 

4 | a ne 202,088 152.064 

March 212,861 191,483 

April 167,590 137,934 

May 133,431 129,907 

June eh 99,136 104,510 

a a pete ee ee 84,362 109,561 

RI oy a5 385s 8s se 79,555 122,055 

September 119,210 168,919 

WE bcc kawsc decked enee es $1,285,599 $1,282,709 














September Slows Pace But Good 


NBC Took In $2,850,581—Columbia Copped $2,028,- 
585 ; 


Upward surge in 
among the networks 
checked during September. 
lumbia’s comparative percentage 
dropped off to 10.3%, while NBC 
took in 1.2% less than it did for Sep- 
tember, 1936. Election business 
which started coming the latter part 
of last September created a gross, it 
was explained, that made tough 
hurdling. 

NBC's billing for the past month 
came to $2,850,581. Tally for Colum- 
bia was $2,028.585. Breakdown of 


time billings 


sharply 
Co- 


was 





Mutual Arithmetic 


Figure which Mutual re- 
leased yesterday (Tuesday) as 
the network’s income for 
September, 1936, represents the 
residue after income from po- 


litical business had been ex- 
tracted. Tally as given last 
year was $168,919. With po- 
litical billings out this gross 
for September, °36, comes to 
$136,334. 


Compared to the latter fig- 
ure, Mutual’s revenue for this 
September, $119,210, represents 
a drop of 12.5%. Figured the 
other way the decrease is 29%. 








+ 


WCAU-UNION 
COMPROMISE 


e Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

Two years of bitter feuding be- 
tween WCAU and the Musicians’ 
union, during which the station was 
|on the unfair list, has finally ended 
with the signing of a. contract for 
'a house band. 
| Bob Golden’s crew goes into sta- 
| tion next Monday. Termer, which is 
| only temporary, depending upon 
| outcome of national situation, rep- 
|resents a tremendous compromise by 
|both sides. It provides for 16 men 
lat $45 a week. 
| This price is for sustaining only, 
| but station may subtract from it pro- 
rata for any time the men play com- 
| mercial and get paid at regular com- 
{mercial rates. 

Agreement was drawn up through 
ithe efforts of M. Herbert Syme, 
|Philly labor attorney and impartial 
|'mediator. It was consummated last 
'Friday in the New York office of 
Sol A. Rosenblatt. Doc and Ike Levy 














the NBC figure gave the red 
(WEAF) link $2,057,513 and the blue 
(WJZ) network $793,068. Compared 
to September, ’36, it was an increase 


of 3.2°, for the red and a drop of 
11.2% for the blue. On the com- 
parative nine months of the year, | 


Columbia is still-up 33.6% and NBC 
the same way by 18.9%. 


In September, 36, NBC accounted | 


for $2,886,637 in hookup time sales. 
For the previous like month it was 
$2,163,317, and in 1934, $1,860,166. 
Columbia’s September, °37, billings 
were almost three times what they 
had been for the parallel month of 
34, $700,491. Gross for September, 
1936, figured $1,838,932, and the next 
year, $1,086,900. 


—_— 





3 Marshalls trio under pact to | George Faulkner. who was on his | 5 


NBC Artists Service, debut on first 
a date at Arcadia, Philly, Oct. 


|represented the station, with A. A. 
| Tomei, Rex Ricardi, and Joseph Levy 
|representing the union. Tomei and 
'Ricardi are prez and secretary, re- 
spectively, of the Philly local. 


| Station agreed to spend $800 a 
week for musicians. This is figured 
'as four times the card rate for a 


quarter hour. Rate card method of 
|determining how much a station 
| shall spend for music is an alterna- 
tive to national plan that each sta- 
tion spend 5% of its gross. 

A meeting between the union and 
WFIL will take place today to ar- 
range a similar contract for that out- 
let. 


_ Faulkner Honeymooning 

Ed Rice did the writing for last 
week's (30) Rudy Vallee-Royal 
|Gelatin show, pinch-hitting for 








{honeymoon at the time 
Faulkner resumes the chore with 
tomorrow's (Thursday) program. 


AMEN SQUAWKS 


Network Favors Deference 
to Criticism Although 
Will Cost Several 
dred Thousand Dollars 


FOR OWN GROUP 


Through the change in policy it is 
now considering Columbia 
drive off 
ments from the stations the 
work now owns and operates. 
outlets have an aggregate income of 
several hundred thousands of dol- 
lars a year from this type of adver- 
tising but the heads of the web feel 
that the time has come for CBS to 
take the lead in curbing the 
prevalency of the chainbreak blurb. 


Columbia proposes to start the 
campaign in that direction by put- 
ting a strict limit on the number of 
words used in chainbreak copy on 
the stations it controls. Newly im- 
| posed limit will be no more than a 
|dozen words. It may be decided to 
| make it 10 words. In any event the 
| stricture is on the way, but it won't 
|\be made effective until the subject 
has been discussed with the man- 
agers of the various CBS operated 
| outlets when they come into New 
| York next week for the general con- 
| vention of the broadcasting industry. 


CBS’ practice has been to confine 
the chainbreak blurb to spots fol- 
lowed by sustaining programs, as 
far as its own stations are con- 
cerned, thereby hoping to set an ex- 
ample for the network's affiliates. 
American Association of Advertising 
| Agencies started a campaign on the 
chainbreak issue a couple of years 
ago, charging that hookup stations 
weren’t playing fair with network 
commercials by interpolating an- 


net- 








grams. 
Young & Rubicam and N. W. 
Ayer subsequently wrote certain 





stations that stated chainbreak an- 
nouncements were impinging on net- 
work time bought by accounts. Also 
that the insertion of spot announce- 
ments under such circumstances 
tended to give the listener the im- 
pression that the announcement was 
identified with the network program 
which preceded or followed the 
chainbreak blurb. 





Charles Speer Changes Jobs 

Charles Speer has resigned from 
the continuity department of CBS 
and has gone over to Douglas Storer 
office for a similar job. 

Speer will be assigned particularly 
to the Robert Ripley show in 
location. 


the archives. 
Virginia.) 


Dear Doctor: 





| tion. 


Having completed your treatment, 
| following results: 


flexible for bowing. The wear and 
Your audiences don’t demand it. 


my spots have entirely disappeared | 





BRING Real To 


Hun- | 


may | 
all chainbreak announce- | 


These | 


nouncements between two such pro- | 


new 


A Fred Allen Classic q 


Also I find my reputation greatly 
your various theatres and after Saturday night at Washington I find that 








Separate Clauses for Singers; 


Rival Guild, C.1.0., Problems 





Don’t Get Sore, But— 


Hartford, Oct. 5. 

WDRC has started a school 
for its own spieling and script- 
ing staff. 

On purely voluntary basis, 
|} announcers and scribblers get 
|} together for a weekly session of 
picking each other to pieces 
under the direction of Walter 
j B. Haase, station manager. 
Latter tickled with results, 
some of which have already 
shown up on air. 














FEDERATION 





Cincinnati, Oct. 5. 
Enrollment of 110 members is re- 
ported to have developed at the first 
organization meeting here of the 


ists, A. F. of L. affiliate, held Sun- 
day (3) midnight in the Hotel Alms, 


WKRC. 
Powwow is said to have been at- 


writing staffs of the five local sta- 
tions. Meeting was presided over by 











York and Chicago, Sam Jaffee and 
Mrs. Holt. 

Lou Levy, free lance actor, 
| appointed chairman of the local 
| board. Lawrence Menkin, of WLW, 
| was selected to represent the division 
of continuity writers. 

A membership drive will be in_ef- 
fect until Oct. 17, when the second 
meeting is to be held. 


WBBM’s Radio Bus 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Jack Van Volkenberg, Les Atlass’ 
assistant at Columbia-WBBM, has 
been buying a portable studio for 
the company. Has ordered an auto 
and a trailer, with the latter being 
specially built in Detroit at present. 

Trailer, pulled by a Dodge, will 
house a portable recording equip- 
ment, among other gadgets. Will 
record speeches of midwest notables, 








| with the waxed spiels later to be put 
on WBBM as a salute to the various | 


| midwest cities within the WBBM 
radius, Station spending around 
$4,000 for the outfit. 


(A letter written about 15 years ago to his then vaudeville agent, Arthur 
Klein (new in Hollywood) by the radio comedian has been unearthed from 
Letter was written from the McClure Hotel, Wheeling, West 


Enclosed testimonial will speak for itself and should convince the ever- 
ailing and skeptical performer that your treatment will work wonders. 
| My case to wit: early last spring I found myself in a deplorable condi- 
I suffered loss of blood at 23rd St., and also at Jersey City. 
complaining to my advisor, at the time, was treated with cuts at Harlem 
and Mt. Vernon, also well salved at the Colonial. 
and I was breaking out with terrible spots. 
Dr. Markus before giving up hope entirely. 
One day, after Freeman had cleaned his windows, your mouth-to-ear 
specialist (Dr. LeMaire) while passing, accidentally saw me and suggested 
that I try your 20-week poultice starting September. 


Upon 


Bad reports had set in 
Friends advised me to see 


after 25 pleasant weeks, I report the 


My grouch bag is much larger, thanks to your doses of Sunday concerts. 
Due to small jumps I find my truck in dandy shape and my torso more 


tear on my bladder has been saved. 
enhanced through quick repeats, at 


for week of March 12). 


You may refer any doubtful patients to me for next season. Meantime 
close, hoping a relapse of small-time will not set in. 


Gratefully yours 


Fred Allea, 


INVADES CINCY 


American Federation of Radio Art- | 
hilltop hospice that is the home of | 
tended by 125 persons on mike and | 
federation officials on from New | 


was | 


+ simasagicagii ice 


Recognition as bargaining repre- 
sentative for all actors and singers 
and for the majority of NBC an- 
nouncers will be sought by the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists in the next couple of weeks. 
Claiming to have the entire New 
York singer-actor ranks organized, 
AFRA is now-drawing up standard 
scales of pay, hours, rehearsals and 
working conditions for submission to 
the networks. 

Separate committees will draft the 
terms for singers and actors. Sing- 
ers’ committee has already been ap- 
pointed and is at work. Actors’ com- 
mittee will be picked next Monday 
pm night while ballots are being 
' 
| 





counted in the local executive board 
election. Pending the actors’ com- 
| mittee actual selection, however, in- 
dividual members are drawing up 
| terms. AFRA will open offices late 
| this week at 2 W. 45th street, N. Y. 

_ Besides claiming 100% representa- 
| tion among N. Y. actors and singers, 
| AFRA says it has the majority of 
|NBC announcers organized and a 
| nouncers. Statement is disputed by 
| the American Guild of Radio An- 
;mnouncers and Producers, which 
claims the majority of CBS an- 
| nouncers and a large representation 
| in the NBC announcer ranks. Re- 
| ported that a group of AGRAP mem- 
| bers, dissatisfied at the prospect of 
an AGRAP merge with the CIO- 
affiliated American Communications 
| Assn., has formed a committee to ap- 
proach AFRA for a possible amal- 
| Zamation of the two organizations. 


| That could not be confirmed, how- 
ever. 





| Claims 4,000 
| AFRA, now claiming a national 
|} total of 4,000-odd members, has 


| locals in Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
| the northwest (headquarters will be 
in Seattle or Spokane), Chicago, 
St. Louis and Cincinnati. Spurred 
by AGRAP’s entry into the picture, 
AFRA is putting additional steam 
into its national campaign, both 
toward gaining membership and in 
| seeking recognition from the net- 
works. Idea previously was to move 
slowly until a powerful membership 
was established, but with AGRAP 
signing contracts with various sta- 
tions, AFRA has altered plans and 
is figuring on a more active drive to 
meet the threat. Campaign will be 
concentrated in the major cities, 
with the smaller spots to be worked 
on at some later date. Conceded 
that the small stations will be a 
long, tough problem to organize. 
ACA, the CIO group organizing 
| the technician field, is currently 
| negotiating with WCAU, KYW and 
| WFIL, Philly, for the engineers at 
| those  gtations. Dickerings with 
| WCAU and WFIL are in the preliimi- 
| nary stage, but terms with KYW are 
| virtually all set, though still merely 
verbal. Expected that final agree- 
; ment and a contract will be reached 
,in a few days. Organization is seck- 
ing closed shop, wage raises, over- 
| time and improved werking condi- 
| tions. 
' National Labor 
hearings on the ACA complaint 
against WABC are still going on. 
First two days of evidence regarding 
representation have been concluded. 
Fucther hearing will be held on the 
ACA charge that Associated Brs-d- 
cast Technicians (nee Associated 
Columbia Broadcast Technicians) is 
a company union. That accusation 
; was ruled put at the first hearings, 
| but has been raised again and will 
be heard. 





Relations Board 


Dawson Turns Spieler 
Omaha, Oct. 5. 


Fred Dawson, former football 
coach at Univ. of Nebraska, is in 
town to do his stufi on an ether 


series for WOW. Coach has an- 
|; nounced retirement from active team 
developing te bring football lore and 
experience to radio, 

| New series, yet untitled, will aim 
at spirit and philosophy of games 
rather than 


seasonal hullabaloo, 
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32 VARIETY 


RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, October 6, 1937 








hove Jones, Vet Film Writer, Shows 





How Radio Script Should Be Written #*Stovs-< 


Grover Jones, veteran writer of 
screen scenarios, is the author of this 
running story, ‘First Love’ (Rogers 
Bros. Silver, starring Rosalind Rus- 
sell and James Stewart; produced by 
Conrad Nagel). 


acting and direction rate compli- 


mentary mention also it is the script | 


that professionally arouses admira- 
tion for the implications of future 
radio development it suggests. There 
has been good dramatic acting on 
the air but remarkably little good 
original dramatic writing. 

Jones obviously thought his radio 
chore out carefully. He sets all the 
essential plot details with the canny 
craftsmanship of a guy who's been 
making them make sense for years 
in the celluloid factories. It re- 
quired 
Rubicam to fork out the reputed 
$2.000 fee per script, but Jones jus- 
tifies the value of hiring the toppers 
rather than relying upon the in- 
betweeners who have not had the 


fine sandpapering of grueling ex- | 


perience. ; 
This is standard boy-meets-girl 
stuff, which keeps it universal just 


as the writer keeps his two main | 


characters squarely centre stage. Its 
skill arises from the small details, 


the clear, plausible dialog that, line | 


by line, build up character and plot 
and sympathy. 

Nothing new. The heartache of a 
girl who stumbles on her first try 


to crash the Hollywood film studios. | 


The super-press agent, who, in spite 
at his former boss, undertakes to 
make a star of what he thinks at the 
moment is a waitress. Stripped 
down to this stark statement of situ- 
ation it’s yesterday’s hokum. Hence 
the tribute to the craftsmanship that 
has put flesh and color on that un- 
promising skeleton. 

Jones uses the lap-dissolve tech- 
nique of quick flashes a la cinema. 
This was extracted for an introduc- 
tory theme as the program came on 
the air and subsequently for reprise. 
All in all Jones gave a startling con- 
trast to the usual slapdash, heavy- 
handed writing. With several pro- 
grams in Hollywood noay devoted to 
story telling, the importance of the 

_ script must inevitably grow. It be- 
comes doubtful if the relatively care- 
less adaptations (even Lux has been 
guilty) will suffice in the near fu- 
ture. Not with Jones keeping up a 
pace like this or others entering the 
fray with so much impact. 

Rosalind Russell rates an adjective 
more effusive than customarily trot- 
ted out by a hard-to-enthuse trade 
paper. She sunk her molars we.l 
into the girl part while the intimacy 
of the microphone actually strength- 
ens James Stewart’s quiet, non-as- 
sertive personality so that he stood 
forth brightly. 

Conrzd Nagel is billed as the di- 
rector of the piece and ar»ears for 
a few words of introduction ahead 
of the narrative after the spiel for 
International Silver which ties-up 
the title of the show, ‘First Love’ 
with the title of the Roger Bros.’ 
new table pattern. Miss Russell is 
represented as having picked the 
name—and will appear in jewelry 
store windows in a tie-up along those 
lines. It was this endorsement that, 
among other things, caused Claudette 
Colbert to spurn the damages ‘ 

and, 





‘LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE’ 
Juvenile Serial 

315 Mins. 

OVALTINE 

5:45 p.m, 

Daily 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Back for its eighth season, after 
jis customary summer slumber, and 
for the same sponsor, the ‘Orph’ con- 
tinues to plow the same productional 
furrow. In recounting the adventures 
of Annie, Joe, Potato-Face, Squinty 
and Skippy, the treatment is the 
same. 

Careful stop-watch check on pro- 
gram caught, last Wed. (29), reveals 
this break-down of time from start 
to stop: 

Musical opening: 1 min. 

Commercial: 1 min., 45 secs. 

Summary: 55 secs. 

Drama: 9 mins. 

Summary: 35 secs. 

Commercial: 1 min., 10 secs. 

Musical fadeoff: 35 secs. 

Nine minuies of meat isn’t at all 
bad for the kids, when one harks 
back to the agonies of suspense and 
disappoiniment they were once sub- 
jected to. In-recent years the framers 
of the ‘Orph’ have hepped to the 
trends of not being 
grabbing minutes for the plugs. 


Announcer-narrator of the pro-| 
gram continues to address his young 
audience in that hushed, serious 
manner—laying emphasis naturally 


when telling ’em to quaff Ovaltine. | 
had | 


When ear-cupped, the yarn 
Annie and her gang proving their 
schooi-marm did not have a ren- 


And although the} 


some daring for Young & | 


too greedy in| 





f 


EDDIE CANTOR 


Helen Troy, Jimmy 
| Jacques Renard Orch. 
| 30 Mins. 

TEXACO 

Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Buchanan) 

Seven years consecutive as a big- 
league comic is a career in radio. 
And, in starting his seventh term, 
i|Cantor is still strong. Always a 
smart showman, he realizes he can- 
not carry a program on his own 
shoulders alone these days. His 
aggregation of supporters nut only 
is strong, but they complement 
personality adroitly. 
switch from the Sunday night spot 
with which he’s been identified. 

Just one item might be criticized. 
Cantor is still treating Deanna Dur- 
bin as his young, 
protege. True, he brought her up 
the ladder via his program, but to- 
day she’s full-fledged in her own 
right and deserves that recognition. 
| Miss Durbin had only one number, 


the ‘Madame Butterfly’ aria ‘One 
Fine Day.’ She might rate more at- 
tention. 


Wallington, who handled the sum- 
| mer show, is still the straight for his 
mentor. Pinky Tomlin and Helen 
Troy are set with Cantor for the 
| winter as a result of their work dur- 
| ing the summer. Tomlin romps with 
Cantor in the skits and sings his 
usual high-nasal songs. Miss Troy 
labors under the label ‘Saymore Say- 
|more,” which tips her brand of 
babbling comedy chatter. As a group 
they work well with the boss comic. 

That Cantor can still work ’em up 
| was demonstrated by a skit in which 
| he taught Wallington how to feed a 
| baby; Jimmy, on the McCoy, became 
|the papa of a girl six weeks ago. 
| And Cantor, of course, knows some- 
thing about that. 

Program, in being very bright, 
| beat the jinx which has been attach- 
ing to most variety programs return- 
|}ing to the ozone in recent weeks 
| after their summer layoffs. It was 
| in that golden groove from the time 
| the first gag was teed off. Bert, 





HAWAIIAN MOON 
With Bill Goodwin, Loretta Puck, 

Bernadene Florey, John Deering, 

Charles Carroll, Dick MciIntyre’s 

Hawaiians 
15 Mins.—Local 
LEHN & FINK (TUSSY) 

M-W-F; 5:30 p.m. 
KNX, Hollywood 
(William Esty) 

Nothing pretentious about this 
one; just a quarter-hour filler that 
was sneaked in on two Columbia 
Coast stations before the heavy run 
of evening shows. QOn the opener it 
shaped up as neither fish nor fowl. 

dash of dramatics and then a 
sprinkling of hula guitaring. Over- 
lapping on all sides is a heavy spread 
of sales come-on for the femmes, 
Program is way overboard on com- 
mercials and doesn’t give the p‘ece 
a chance to get moving. 

Locale of the dramusiker is a 
night club. Plot stems from a film 
star on the make for the flower gal, 
whose sweetie is an entertainer at 
the hut. Wise cracking dame lets go 
with ‘most picture stars are sour 
notes outside the studio’ which won't 
win any biz from the flicker mob. 

Bill odwin, in addition to play- 
ing a bit in the serial, produces the 
show but runs into too much com- 
mercial blathering to even off into 
stride. Characters are just so-so, 
probably drawn from the stock list. 
Hula music is no better, no worse, 
than the mill run of twangers. 

Some interest might be worked up 
if the commercial layer is consider- 
ably thinned and judiciously spotted. 
Running story should be given fuller 
play as the double premise of pic- 
tures and Hawaiian atmosphere is 
just now in high favor. Helm. 





‘K-PLAN’ 
Number Game 
15 Mins.—Local 
KAY JEWELRY CO. 
M-W-F; 6:45 p.m, 
| WTHT, Hartford 
(Hammer) 

Kilos’ version of Bingo’s here at 
last with blessings of sponsor, tele- 
| phone company and Hartford Times, 
| which operates WTHT. Only group 





out in cold are listeners who haven’t | 


got phones; ali they do is bend ears, 
pretty sly under the circumstances. 

Aside from natural 
limiting participants to phone cus- 
tomers, which is necessary, session 
makes awful listening. Battery of 
| telephones constantly ringing in 
background, an annoying obligato 
for barrage of called numbers. Re- 


quests made not to phone in for info, | has his asset 
Understood | it to full value. 
CKCL, | 


but they do anyway. 
Canadian test of game at 
Toronto, practically wrecked phone 


sysiem. 


With Deanna Durbin, Pinky Tomlin, | 
Wallirgton, | 


| 


his | 
This is aj} 


| graduating. 


| pathetic hostess, etc., is now, as al- 
eyelid-flutiering | 


| 


|Continuity on the opening program | 





KATE SMITH SHOW 

With Ted Collins, Tallulah Bankhead, 
Henry Fonda, Henny Youngman, 
Ted Straeka Chorus, Jack Miller 
Orchestra 

60 Mins. 

SWANDOWN-CALUMET 


WABC, New York 


JACK BENNY 

With Mary Livingstone, Kenny 
Baker, Phil Harris, Andy Devine, 
Don Wilson, Abe Lyman 

Comedy, Songs, Band 

3@ Mins. 

JELL-O 

Sun., 7 p. m. 

WEAF, New York 





(Young & Rubicam) 
Getaway program of the new Ted 
Collins series was not up to that 
showman’s own record and best 
judgment. First of all there was a 
surprising scarcity of Kate Smith 
herself. In an hour’s time she could 





improvement of the program. The 
improvement would be doubly cer- 
tain if in the process of letting Miss 
Smith do more the program had 
less time for the sort of blah that 
slowed down the 
cast. 

There seemed, too, a slight but de- 
plorable return to the over-honeyed | 
technique from which Miss Smith | 
has heretofore been progressively | 
Her standard act as the | 
humanitarian, the warm and sym- 


ways, good and effect ve showman- 
ship. No criticism of that funda- 
mental characierization is implied. 
But obviously when the drip-drip of 
the sweet syrup tends to thicken 
there must arise a danger point. 
Thousands may sense a_ synthetic 
quality that will set up a res.stance. 
At least it’s a possibility and a danger. | 


tended to over-do a good thing. 
More reséraint would not weaken the 
charm of Miss Smith yet might pre- 
vent the loss of those who sniff when 
the sentimentality gets too pungent. 

‘Camille’ as laboriously acted by 
Tallulah Bankhead and Henry Fonda 
proved a gruesome session of death- 
by-inches. This may have been in- 
tended as high drama. It was prob- 
ably the high tide of switchovers to 
Rudy Vallee on NBC. 

Still later in the program Joe Wil- 
liams, the sports writer, introduced a 
series of ranking champions in vari- 
ous sports. Dialog was partly silly 
and mostly petty, and the entertain- 
ment value for the average person, 
not a sport fan, was negative. 

Program hit its stride and got in 
its winning licks when Miss Smith 


do more singing to the indubitable | 


inaugural broad- | 


(Young & Rubicam) 

Jack Benny returned Sunday (3) 
with both the old gang and the old 
gas and probably the old following. 
The script took no chances for the 
occasion. It even revived an old 
feud, and by doing so accounted for 
the only unquestionable sock inter- 
lude of the program. Abe Lyman 
proved a big gun, in oral volume 
and dramatic effectiveness, during 
this laugh whirlwind. He didn’t 
stumble even over a syllable. 

Before Lyman’s entry the kidding 
ran pretty much to the thinner side, 
with most of the slow jockeying ob- 
viously due to the formalities of cast 
reintroduction. Kenny Baker gave 
evidences of a decidedly improved 
voice and style, while the larynx of 
Andy Devine showed that it was 
more capable than ever of producing 
static. 

Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin the 
program’s co-authors. Odec. 


YOUR BIRTHDAY PARTY 

With David Ross, Melvin Allen, Phil 
Cook, Ruth Carhart, Freddie Rich 
Orchestra 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


| Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 


WABC, New York 

CBS stuck this one into an open 
spot in the battlefield, with the Gen- 
eral Motors concert firing on one 
side, and the Chase & Sanborn hour 
on the other. This is a pretty hot 
place for any competitor, but re- 
gardless ‘Your’ Birthday Party’ 
would have been in hot water of its 
own anyhow. Production isn’t so 
bad, but the idea and a good deal 
of its execution is a hodge-podge. 

John Alcorn wrote the show, and 
gets billing on the ether. He pre- 
viously wrote the ‘Popeye’ kid se- 
rial. In this one, the angle is to get 
people whose birthdays fall on or 
near program dates to tune in to a 
sort of community party- That’s 
small town stuff. Nor is it particu- 
larly Sunday-nightish to hear David 
Ross, the Diction Award winner, 





was singing, when Jack Miller was 
musicking and when the snappy 
vocal brigade was giving out in a 
steadily pleasant and quite moderne 
manner. 

Henny Youngman got some laughs 
with a line of gags reserved for the 
final eight minute sprint on the hour. 
It was bad spotting, too late to gi-e 
the show the saving grace of humor 
almost entirely lacking until that 
point. Camille’s death gurglings and 
the private fun between the sporting 
fraternity had damaged the program 
beyond Youngman’s abilities or Miss 
Smith’s charm to bring it in a win- 
ner on the first time out. 

Against the consistently smart and 
sophisticated entertainment Avail- 
able at the same hour from Rudy 
Vallee, this program needs to aim 

















objection of | 





for a smoother-flowing arrangement 
of bits and, more than that, more 
certain entertainment elements than 
were lined up at the getaway. Grim 
tragedy is scarcely a reliable choice 
for an escapist form of diversion. 
And with the air already cluttered 
up with scores of football games, 
sports commentators, coaches, handi- 
cappers and play-by-play reprisers, 
there’s little novelty unless done 
with richer humor and skill than the 
No. 1 sample. 

Program is out to  re-educate 
American women to the art of bak- 
ing their own cakes, etc, Land, 


ANDRE KOSTELANETZ ORCH. 

With John Charles Thomas 

30 Mins. 

CHESTERFIELD 

Wednesday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Newell-Emmett) 

When Chesterfield ciggies went 
semi-Diamond Horseshoe last spring 
by using Kos‘elanetz and a 45-piece 
orch and Lily Pons, the program 
clicked. Back again to face the fall 
and winter, the coloratura cannot 
commit herself because of other en- 
gagements, so the orch will use a 
series of guests of’concert-platform 
énd operatic renown, To tee off, 
John Charles Thomas, who led off 
the guest series for the Ford Symph 
or Sept. 12, was a natural and good 
choice. 

Thomas baritoned his usual type of 
three varied selections in polishing 
off three of his faves—‘Figaro,’ 
‘Home on Range’ and ‘Little Girls, 
Goodbye,’ which he did in the musi- 
comedy ‘Apple Blossoms’ on B’way 
in 1920, 

Orch will again claim the strain- 
eared interest on listeners of both 
| classical and pop music. Kosty can 
| wield a baton like a ball-bat, yet 
| succinctly draw out the slenderest 
| tone-thread. In those thunderous 
| Strings, which for clinical criticism 
| Claim almost all the attention, Kosty 
And he seems to use 








When caught, on the fall opener 
| (29), Gershwin’s tone poem ‘Ameri- 
|can in Paris’ was very well done, 


| Kay Jewelry Co.’s blurbs effective | but the next-to-shut stunt was the 


clowning in pseudo-Russian. He also 
talks falsetto. At the end he puts his 
pipes through a piece of poetry in 
the straight Ross manner. The end 
is the best part of the program, ex- 
cept for Rich’s yeoman chores on 
the musical assignment, but it should 
have come at the middle. 

Program jis obviously a show-off 
for talent that CBS is trying to 
dangle in front of a client—and it’s 
good talent, too—but in this case 
the show window needs polishing. 
Ross piping up falsetto and doing a 
ventriloquist act may be ‘radio slap- 
stick’ as the press handouts state, 
but it’s about as sensible as Pader- 
ewski doing a Helen Morgan on the 
piano. 

They’ve got community singing on 
the show, reading of important birth- 
days, a birthday cake, comedy 
sketches, and guesters, Phil Cook in 
this latter role put on a good act (3). 
But it all doesn’t fit together sen- 
sibly, although it runs smoothly, and 
the hoi polloj will listen for a men- 
tion of the average man’s birthday 
in vain. This is the original fault of 
the whole idea. It’s local stuff going 
sour on the webs. 

Melvin Allen is announcer. Ruth 
Carhart sings nicely. Earl McGill 
produced the show, and like Alcorn, 
draws ether billings. Edga, 





‘COMEDY STARS OF BROADWAY’ 
With Frank Crumit 

Transcriptions 

ALKA SELTZER 

Tues.-Thurs., 6:15 p.m. 


1 WGY, Schenectady 


(Wade) 

Pleasant and diversified entertain- 
ment is offered on this series of 
quarter-hour platters, spotted over a 
string of stations to supplement 
sponsor's ‘Uncle Ezra’ program on 
NBC red rim three other nights of 
the week. Waxed show is more in 
the sophisticated, zippy vein. The 
probability is, therefore, that it will 
have greater appeal for younger and 
urbanized listeners than does the 
mellow small-town sketch. 

Frank Crumit is the biggest radio 
name on the platters, although the 
guest acts are not unknown to dial- 
ers. Johnny Burke led off the spe- 
cialty group, others including Hilde- 
garde Halliday, Bert Swor and part- 
ner, Fields and Hall and Mr. Thing- 
elbob. Each made two records. 

Jaco, 





| TOP OF THE MORNIN’ 

| With Dinty Moore 

Sales spiel and discs 

|15 Mins.—Local 

/GEO. A. HORMEL & CO. 

T-T-S; 8:50 a. m. 

| WCCO, St. Paul-Minneapolis 
(B. B. D. & O.) 


| Commercials are evidently aimed | 


| for the mob, since low cost of Dinty | studio 


| Moore food products is stressed, but 
ithe sights should be adjusted be- 
cause there won't be many bulls- 
j eyes if the firing continues along the 
| present line. Chatter is weak, bogs 
/down when the characters get all 


dezvous late at night in the darkened | only before game started; later an-/| standout: the fantasy overtone of|balled up in their attempts at emu- 


school-house with a man. 
rather a bit matured material for 
kid consumption, but the story treat- 
ment did not réally hint at amorous 
assignation, Bert. 


That’s | 


| nouncements lost in the melee. 
| Seems underwriter’s taking a chance 
with the non-phone public. 


Jack Lloyd’s spieling o.k. under); this program, Chesterfield is stoutly 


circumstances, Elem. 


‘Romeo and Juliet.’ 
With the Hal Kemp-Alice Faye 
half-hour on Friday over CBS, plus 


entrenched. 





lating the rolled Rs of Old Erin. 

- All in all the quality of this stint 
is miles away from the quality the 
public has come to take for granted 
from Hormel, Rash. 


years, 
; 


| peal, 








———i 


‘ON BROADWAY’ 
With Alice Falk, John Brown, 

Jean Paul King 
Dramalets 
30 Mins. 

DIAMOND CRYSTAL SHAKER 

SALT 
Sunday 3 P. M. 

WJZ-NBC (split web), N. Y. 
(Benton & Bowles) 

‘On Broadway’ augurs the start of 
a good series of dramalets back- 
grounded against the Great White 
Way, with the announcements doing 
everything possible to build up the 
glamour of the Main Drag, and 
promising to use it as a setting for 
a different dramalet every Sunday. 
‘Give My Regards to Broadway’ is 
the musical theme, and references to 
Lindy’s, the French Casino, etc., in- 
dicate that the local color will be 
faithfully maintained. Mention that 
these eateries or cafes use Diamond 
Shaker Salt. f 

Prime appeal to the series is that 
each of the shots is a complete tale. 
That makes necessary a full half 
hour’s slot and, while a long session 
for dramatic. sketches, the scripting, 
judging by the first story anyway, 
will be primed for variegated -ap- 
a rapid shift of scene and 
multi-actioned episodes. 

First story is one o’ those things, 
a bit on the obvious side, but since 
radio’s dramatic sketches are chiefly 
primed for the not too discerning 
customers what matters sophistica- 
tion? Premiere saga revolved about 
‘Mister Manhattan,’ topflight Broad- 
way columnist, who falls for a Park 
avenooer and is resurrected by his 
faithful Girl Friend, alias his secre- 
tary. He goes tophat, gets fired, 
finds that the radio and pix bids he 
had previously spurned don’t ma- 
terialize with knowledge that he’s 
lost his byline, and finally comes 
back after the faithful amanuensis 
—carrying on in his place, and doing 
an even better job of his ‘Broadway 
Runaround’ column—influences the 
managing editor to bring back the 
errant columnist. 

Faithfulness in detail must be 
overlooked in sagas of this sort, 
That takes in the wisecracking of- 
fice boy; such casual cracks by the 
columnist as ‘mail my check for a 
couple of hundred’ to the former 
matinee idol, etc. However, for gen- 
eral purposes, it’s a good commer- 
cial script show. 

Jean Paul King does the plugs al- 
ternating with a femme voice. Spiels 
are in nice restraint, fore, after and 
in midriff, at a good script break 
when a climactic situation occurs, 
Alice Falk and John Brown are the 
Girl Friend and Mister Manhattan, 
otherwise Ted Blake, of the script, 
and all right in their assignments. 

King promises another ‘living 
drama from the pages of the Great 
White Way’ next week, hinting it 
would be a tale of an ambitious 
playwright, unscrupulous agents, etc. 
There is no author’s credit, although 
rating the billing. 

Coming at mid-Sunday afternoon, 
with the winter months in the offing, 
it’s an ideal spotting. Agency’s 
time-reasoning is tipped by the an- 
nouncer’s spiel that ‘now that you 
(the housewives) have finished the 
biggest meal of your week.’ then fole 
lowed by the plug for the salt qualie 
ties. Abel. 


‘MY ESCAPE FROM DEVIL’S 
ISLAND’ 

With Wright Esser, James Simmons, 
Elliot Bergfeld, Allen Anthony 
and Gordon Sommers 

ST. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT 

Saturday, 8:00-8:30 p.m. 

KWK, St. Louis 
First chapter of thrilling serial, 

appearing in the only a.m. rag in 
town, was the basis for an entertain- 
ing and exciting program skillfully 
put together by Danny Seyforth, 
program director of KWK. While 
the terrors of the French penal col- 
ony is not a new story and is not 
exactly suitable for children it is of 
interest for adults. 

Cast selected by Seyforth put 
across their story in sock fashion’ 
the sound effects were in keeping 
with what the story called for and 
the music by Al Sarli sustained the 
tension throughout the 30-minute 
program. 

Story deals with the experiences 
of Rene Belbenoit, former French 
journalist (Esser), convicted of a 
theft and sentenced to Devil's Island; 
his four unsuccessful attempts to es- 
cape and the manner in which he 
recruited five companions on the 
fifth perilous adventure that cul- 
minated in a_ successful although 
hazardous trip that enabled him to 
escape to the United States which 
had been his objective for many 
Sahu. 


VARIETY HEADLINES 
Guessing Contest 
One Hour—Local 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 2 p. m. 
KEHE, Los Angeles 

Variety's headlines are given a 
contest twist in this hour sustainer 
and kicks up a lot of laughs. So- 
called tricky vernacular is bandied 
between Emcee Al Poska and the 
band crew, idea being to 


| guess what the titles mean. 


Among those called off by Poska 
were ‘Stix Nix Hix Pix,’ ‘Heat No 
Crimp To B.O. Pix In Chi’ and 
others in similar vein. For a teaser 
he tossed in a few words like ‘who- 
dunit,’ ‘SRO’ and ‘tag.’ Tootlers and 
vocalists ran up a fairly good score. 
George Jay, the station’s film gos- 
siper, stubbed his toe on the one fed 
him. One of the gal singers had 
quite a time with ‘b.o.’ Helm. 
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‘HER CARDBOARD LOVER’ PHIL BA 

SHEILA BARRETT ‘ - : KER " ’ 
With Joe Rines Orchestra, oy | With Tyrone Power, Margaret Sulla- | With Patsy Kelly, Harry McNaugh- 

Campbell’s Reyalists, Graham) van, Harry Sosnik Orchestra (Dar-| ton, Ward Wilson, Al Garr, Oscar of 

McNamee ryl F. Zanuck guest speaker) Bradley orchestra on ross e e S e S Na e 
30 Mins. 30 Mins. 30 Mins. 
GRUEN WATCH WOODBURY SOAP GULF 


Sunday, wag Pm. 
ew 
oe (McCann-Erickson) 

Sheila Barrett has lots to draw 
upon for radio. She is many things 
py virtue of her mimicry. With the 
magic touch of voice emulation she 
can reproduce known people or 
handle a variety of characterizations. 
Essentially a vaudevillian in the best 
sense of that tradition and word (al- 
though of late more identified with 
other branches of amusement), Miss 
Barrett is adept in more departments 
than one. She can thus be heavy or 
light, can talk or sing and can roam 
the range of methods from hokum 
to high satire. , 

She will need, as all artists need, 
intelligent spotting and handling and 
a sympathetic environment, but she 
herself can and should contribute 
much showmanship to the program. 
For her, radio starring is a logical 
culmination of her increasing prom- 
jnence as a reliable stellar enter- 
tainer. Since the regretted invalid- 
ism of the varieties, performers of 
such versatility have been getting 
ever scarcer and they never were 
numerous. Miss Barrett has been 
more or less a fixture at the Rainbow 
Room, class N. Y. nitery. 

Gruen program got off, in general, 
to a satisfactory start. Joe Rines’ 
musie was especially well arranged 
and had both lift and body. Roy 
Campbell singers very okay, too. 

Then there was Graham McNamee 
out over his head. Because the big 
name announcers get such substan- 
tial honorariums, the idea continues 
to fester in radio that they must, 
per se, be actors as well as an- 
nouncers. McNamee himself added 
some credibility to this usually—mis- 
taken notion by establishing him- 
self as a first rate vaudeville-style 
straight man for Ed Wynn. 

Material handed McNamee on the 
Gruen premiere seriously endan- 

red the program. Momentarily the 
evel of professionalism and first 
rate production swerved off the road 
into a bog of silliness. Crossfire with 
Rines required too much of 
McNamee. He had to register the 
whole scale of anger, exasperation, 
pique and other emotions. Common 
sense suggests for his own sake and 
for the program’s sake that 
McNamee be hereafter worked into 
the script with greater restraint. 

Gruen is selling watches, a luxury 
item. On CBS just a half hour ahead, 
the International Silver program also 
hypoes articles for sale via ro a 

nd. 


CHARLES M. COURBOIN 
Organ 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 12 noon 
WOR-MBS, New York 

Courboin is the only member of 
his clan holding forth on the webs 
currently, He’s been on the Mutual 
web for a number of years, original- 
ly shoved into all sorts of program 
vacancies, but now getting a better 
break because of the publicity he 
garnered as organist for the Roose- 
velt-duPont nuptials. 

As an organist playing straight 
organ music, and not transcriptions 
from piano, saxophone, etc., Cour- 
boin is tops. His favorites appear to 
be Bach, Widor, Guillmant and 
Franck, which makes for an impos- 
ing repertoire, though slightly too 
heavy. Courboin needn’t get out of 
the fold of the masters to find plenty 
of shorter, more sprightly stuff, and 
a nod or two in this direction 
wouldn’t hurt along about the mid- 
dle of the program. 

Stanza is nicely placed on Sunday, 
but should be spotted somewhat 
later in the afternoon. Works is fed 
to Canada, where organ music is a 
favorite (due to the large church- 

Oing sector), and a better time 

reak would reap heavier on this 
situation, Edga. 


VARSITY SHOW 
With Paul Dumond 
30 Mins. 
PONTIAC 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
(McManus, John & Adam) 

This program comes back much 
improved from a-production stand- 
point. An idea plausibly capable of 
Surrounding and holding a !arge 
mass of collegians—past, present 
Or prospective, and their aunts, 
uncles and sires—has needed 
Seasoning to find a formula which 
met the showmanship problem both 
Ways. University of Alabama night, 


extremely welcome touch of spoof- 
ng. 
Paul 


Dumond now travels 





Sunday, 9 p. m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Spectacular upward zoom of Ty- 
rone Power in the past year under 
20th Century-Fox, like the saga of 
Deanna Durbin, at Universal, is one 
of those Hollywood fables that the 
broadcasters, quite as much as the 
film biz itself, dote upon. Young 
actor tops off several attention-com- 
manding screen performances with 
this new radio program of his own. 
(Miss Sullavan co-starred only for 
the first broadcast.) 

‘Her Cardboard Lover’ was not a 
very sturdy script. And not too ably 
adapted for the air. Several lines, 
including one about a yellow rose 
on the lady’s chest, were oblique 
snickers. 

Sheer acting and story-telling on 
a half-hour program is one of the 
most difficult—not the easiest—of 
program formulas. Power gave a 
good performance as did Miss Sulla- 
van, but the artificial basic situation 
of the story was not glossed over 
for easy digestion. 

A gracious gesture to the actor 
from his boss and good showmanship 
by reflected glory for the program 
was the appearance of Darryl Zan- 
uck. Producer is proud of picking 
Power when others snubbed him. 
Confirmation of his choice even out- 
side pictures by the Woodbury radio 
contract pleased Zanuck and he said 
so in his spiel. Incidentally the pro- 
ducer speaks well on the air. 

Another asset to the first show was 
the original score of background 
music written and directed by Harry 
Sosnik, one of the eastern composer- 
arranger-conductors who has gone 
west along with the umpteen person- 
ality programs. It was excellent 
tie-together and mood stuff reveal- 
ing even in its small touches con- 
siderable musicianship. Land. 


JACK COHN, JACK WARNER 
Shipside Interviews 

Sustaining 

WMCA-Intercity, New York 


Martin Starr called Jack Cohn 
(Columbia Pictures) and Jack L. 
Warner (Warner Bros.) by their first 
names in these gangplank interviews 
etherized the night of their sailing 
via transcription, preceded and sup- 
plemented by live filler material, 
Starr and (Miss) Frankie Basch split 
the S. S. Normandie interviews, lat- 
ter doing a more dignified chore 
with her Pat Paterson crossfire. 

Jack Warner tipped off the inter- 
viewer's first-meeting by asking 
Starr his name and, once introduced, 
pulled the usual polite glad-to- 
meetcha stuff. But that didn’t stop 
Starr’s ‘Jack’ salutation to both the 
Columbia and WB execs. 

Starr, in these theatrical inter- 
views, sounds like an audible Broad- 
way column, with a slight tinge of 
VARIETY lingo. And while it’s a type 
of language that may read interest- 
ingly, it certainly doesn’t listen too 
well. 

Both pix execs took care of pro- 
Hollywoodian plugs in no uncertain 
manner. Cohn wound up dubbing 
Columbia ‘the house of joy,’ as the 
climax to a buildup for light comedy, 
ranging from “Theodora Goes Wild’ 
to ‘The Awful Truth,’ the latest due 
from the studio. Warner didn’t over- 
look ‘Tovarich’ and ‘Zola,’ with ‘Dis- 
raeli’ and ‘Pasteur’ in between. 

Both also weren’t at their usual 
ease with the passing of time. Cohn 
started off with fine restraint and 
dignified address, until Starr led him 
into the plugs for the pix. Then the 
Col. v.p. (whom the studio voice, in- 
cidentally, mis-identified as chair- 
man of the board of Columbia— 
wait ‘til Harry gets a load o’ that!) 
let himself go. 

Warner likewise was easy for a 
time but then tried to get flip and 
caught himself by cracking ‘we could 
go on for hours,’ etc. Warner’s tag- 
off to Starr was something to the 
effect ‘it was nice meeting you, and 
when you come to Siberia I'll make 
my salt mine yours.’ 

Rudy Vallee’s father and brother 
also were among the Normandie de- 
parters as were Miss Paterson and 
her husband, Charles Boyer, latter 
interview well handled by Miss 
Basch. Abel. 





CARSON ROBISON BUCXAROOS 
With 3 Mitchells, Frankie Novak 
Songs 

15 Mins. 


|E. W. ROSE CO. 
the opener for the new series, was | r 
tight, swift, relieved by a faint but | WOR-Mutual, New York 


M-W-F, 1.15 p.m. 


(Erwin, Wasey) 
Carson Robison, that radio vet the 


for helped make “The Prisoner's Song’ 


Henry Souvaine and Pontiac to ar-| popular back in the air’s antedelu- 
range the programs. His manner is | vian days) is presenting his stand- 
authoritative and the tempo notably | ard hilibilly album of songs and 
steadier than last season. But most of | prairie plaints on a new layout over 


all and best of all, the script, the gen- 
eral conception of the program, the 
retention of the good and the gentle 
elimination of the awkward has in- 
stilled a higher tone of professional- 
ism _in the arrangement and ring- 
mastership of the talent which, of 
Course, is amateur campus stock. 
Use of a student announcer with a 
Built edge Dixie drawl, thick as pea 
hee Was a cute idea. Program ad- 
se to the usual straight diet of 
Student band and glee clubs and the 


aima mater heart-tug stuff. All 
Ricely done, Land. 


| 
| 
| 





a 33-station spread on Mutual. Type 
of program is a thoughtful selection 
for the sponsor who wants to reach 
an audience interested in Musterole 
and Zemo, pair of patent medicines. 

Robison’s singing is less annoy- 
ingly nasal than most warblers using 
songs in same category, and his tonal 
sense is far superior to average. 
Backed up by his familiar standbys, 
who join in on the vocalizing and 


Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Virtually the same show, a la the 
same formula, as last year. During 
the foregoing season Baker ended up 
in eleventh place in the Cooperative 
Analysis of Broadcasting cumulative 
(standard time) reports. With prac- 
tically the same show under prac- 
tically the same competitive circum- 
stances, Baker looks due for a repeat 
of his last year’s performance—if his 
writers can keep up _ practically 
| their 1936-1937 pace. 

Whole show leans with exceptional 
|heft on Baker's trio of scripters 
(Sam Perrin, Arthur Phillips and 
|Hal Block). Baker has always read 
| his stuff off the paper straight, with- 
j out injecting any mannerisms of his 
}own save a slight air of nonchalance. 
| This makes him a tough guy to 
| write for, and may be one reason 
why Baker, of all ranking come- 
dians, stuck to gags when the trend 
was to situation comedy. Gags, ac- 
cording to the initial sample (3), 
appear again to be largely of the 
insult variety. 

Patsy Kelly is a good fit in this 
setup. She’s been the rowdy ex- 
ponent in the films, and she’s rowdy 





here. Her voice matches the part 
well. 
Bottle (Harry McNaughton) and 


Beetle (Ward Wilson) are standard 
fixtures in the program, with Wilson 
again drawing his role anonymously. 
Also in the holdover class is the 
Bradley orchestra. Al Garr, singer, 
is new, and his first assignment con- 
sisted of a chorus to Baker’s ac- 
cordion pumping, rendered okay. 

Continuity is fluent, and the com- 
edy progresses through gags to a 
blackout sketch, this one being en- 
titled ‘Dead End.’ Writing on the 
whole classifies as fair, and in an 
attempt to leave as many loopholes 
for escape as possible, the scripters 
this year have dropped the tourist 
and country editor background of 
other years. Baker is simply Baker 
now, with a couple of stooges to pass 
the gags around. 

Show this season comes from 
Hollywood because of Baker’s pic 
work (Sam Goldwyn), which means 
that Young & Rubicam pipes the 
works across a lot of open spaces, 
where there aren’t any Gulf gas 
pumps, to the east. Agency has 
dolled up the program with several 
touches that by now are typically 
Young & Rubicam—mention of other 
Y. & R. shows and kidding the or- 
chestra leader, etc. Edga. 


DON ISHAM’S ORCHESTRA 
‘Sunday Evening Playhouse’ 
30 Mins., Local 

Weisfield & Goldberg 

KOL, Seattle. 

First show opened with intro by 
band followed by three act playlet. 
One of performers was hard to un- 
derstand at times. Between second 
and third act first commercial 
cleverly worked in and not too long. 

After drama proper, boy with the 
horns gave out. Music provided the 
wallop necessary for presentation of 
a five-minute story in the form of a 
tribute paid to an outstanding Seattle 
figure. Woman who did some rescue 
work in a fire got the blurbing. 
Story itself was read rather tamely 
by the announcer. Good idea here 
but needs more punchiness. Longer 
commercial followed with band do- 
ing a fadeout nicely. 

This show was built for the wash- 
their-own-clothes listeners as spon- 
sor credit jewelers looking for the 
$1 down boys and girls. Spotted 
every Sunday at 7 to 7:30 evenings. 


Smith. 
MOSHE NATHANSON CHOIR 
Songs 
15 Mins., Local 
JUNKET 


WMCA, New York 
(American Broadcasiing) 

Weekly program for the dessert- 
preparation sponsor’ consists. of 
songs assertedly popular in Pales- 
tine. They are acceptably and sen- 
sitively sung in Jewish by tenor 
Nathanson, backed up by a male 
quartet. Not strictly religious vo- 
cal fare, romantic ballads being ren- 
dered as well. 

Program aimed to appeal to Zion- 
ists in that a femme talker delivers 
a minute or so each period to in- 
terpreting news from Palestine. It’s 
interesting in that at the moment 
Palestine is making news—of page- 


solve the Arab-Jewish problem. 


All the spieling is in English. 
Plugs for product are prudently 
placed. 


LYNN WALDORF 
With Francis J. Powers 
Football Talkover 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WMAQ, Chicago 

Inteliigently authoritative go-over 
| of college football situation. 

Name value of Waldorf. North- 
| western U. Coach, is good locally 
|and his delivery is that of a profes- 
| sional radio actor. Interviewing 
| done by Francis J. Powers, Consoli- 
|dated Press sports writer, is okay, 
| but his voice is a little light. 
Material well chosen, being non- 








twang the string instruments which | technical enough to grab those only 


accompany. Pearl Mitchell, ridge- 
country soprano, 
and then. Bert. 


mildly interested in the game, and 


does a solo now| yet solid enough to catch the rabid 


fans. Loop. 





| marbles. 
in each other’s hair ever since both} 


one calibre—with England trying to | 


To Contact Mr. Tauber by Shortwave 





GENERAL MOTORS CONCERT 
With Grace Moore, Maria Jeritza, 
Helen Jepson, 


Erno Rapee an@ Orchestra, Erna) 


Sack, Jussi Bjoerling, 

Kennedy, Milton Cross 
60 Mins. 
Sunday, 8 p.m, 
WJIZ-NBC,’ New York 

(Campbell-Ewald) 

New streamline version of this GM 
show represents an attempt to keep 
Ford from playing with any of GM's 
Ford and GM have been 


John B. 


got hepped on high class music, with 


the upshot that GM this year has| 
hired eight singers exclusively for a | Jussi 
season to keep Ford and all other 


comers out of their backyard, 

Like all competitive maneuvers of 
this kind, the GM stunt involves a 
number of intangibles. Out of the 
eight singers picked for the series, 
Erna Sack and Jussi Bjoerling are 
total newcomers to the average 
listener, while Dickson’s status in 
topflight musical circles still needs 
some tempering. Grace Moore, Maria 
Jeritza, Helen Jepson and Tauber, 
on the other hand, are pretty well 
fixed in the public mind, as is Rapee, 
the conductor. 

Last year Ford and GM_ had, 
within a short space of each other, 
the following identical guesters: 
Flagstad, Swarthout, Melchior, Hof- 
man, Pons, Lehman, Menuhin, 
Crooks and Rethberg. That makes 
nine. Variety Radio Directory info 
shows Ford had ’em on ahead of 
General Motors five times, and GM 
beat Ford the remaining four. 

GM idea is not to plaster all eight 
singers into each program, but to 
arrange a partial list each time. As 
usual, the series emanates from 
Carnegie Hall, where a visual audi- 
ence can be piled in. 

Initial shot (3) sounded nicely 
tempoed, which may turn out to be 
an asset to the program if the dyed- 
in-the-wool music crowd doesn’t 
squawk about undue _ sprightliness. 
Coupling Dickson with Jeritza in a 
duet, gave the former, still some- 
what untried in this type of work, 
the chance of building up with the 
aid of ranking operatic help. 

Attempt to go overseas, however, 
via short wave and garner greetings 
from missing members of the com- 
pany was a notable flop. After what 
seemed like a considerable silence, 
an announcesient had to be made 
that Europe wouldn’t come in via 
the peewee waves. Looks like this 
detail, which magnified itself in the 
actual program, should have been 
attended to before things got started. 

Program, all told, is of the variety 
that can’t be sized up on one listen- 
ing. Until GM puts its. singers 
through their combinations, the series 
stands as a competitive experiment 
which probably involves a lot of coin 
in signing eight exclusive contracts. 

Edga, 


FOOTBALL JAMBOREE 

With Bob Newhall, Red Barber, 
Mary Paxton, Peter Grant, Joe 
Lugar Orch. and Male Octet 

30 Mins. 

KELLOGG 

Saturday, 2:30 p. m. 

WLW Line, Cincy 

(N. W. Ayer) 


Here’s a potent pre-game cocktail 
for Notre Dame rooters who sit in at 
football via radio. Packs a wallop 
from first to last. Sponsor is smart 
in lining up this series to prefix the 
Fighting Irish, which has as great 
a following as any college’s team, 
through the season. School will not 
permit commercial linking with 
play-by-play accounts of its grid 
tilts. So Kellogg stepped in and 
sandwiches the game _ broadcasts, 
carried as a sustainer by WLW and 
the WLW line, with in-the-groove 
stanzas for pigskin bugs. 

For the opener, Prentice Winchell 
and Mason McGuire of the Ayer 
production staff, hopped in to smooth 
out a hurry-up job with Crosley’s 
program groomers. All hands scored 
a touchdown. 

Rah-rah_ spirit 


sets in with the 


opening gun. A sweet male octet, 
tagged Kellogg’s Collegians, dishes 


up the college tunes, 
paniment. Orchestra musie is sup- 
plied by a combo that’s beaucoup 
strong on volume and quality. Mary 
Paxton, pop songstress, is fitted nice- 
ly into two spots. On initial show 
she warblem ‘Sailboat in Moonlight’ 
and ‘Me, Myself and I.’ 

Commercials, for Kellogg’s Pep 
Bran Flakes, are loosed effectively 
by Peter Grant. 

Gab wallop is by Bob Newhall. vet 
sports commentator of Crosley’s 
super watter. He comments on and 
predicts winners of principal college 
games of the afternoon. But real 
sock is the cutting in of Red Bar- 
ber, from the scene of battle for the 
Notre Dame gridders, with eight 
minutes of just-before-the-kickoff 


Sans accom- 








dope on the game he’s about to de- 
scribe, Koll. 


+ 
v 


| The aimost painful dignity of the 


Richard Tauber,| General 
Joseph Schmidt, Donald Dickson, | 


priest Milton Cross as he proved 
i 
| 


Motors Concert premiere 
| was sadly shaken Sunday (3) night 
| by a couple of unforseen events, but 
it takes a great deal to shake an- 


on the second attempt to reach 
Richard Tauber in England. Cross 


| will probably rest more easily when 


he doesn’t have to depend on short 
| wave, 
| 

| stations. 


You can't trust these foreign 


Several times Cross re- 
gretted that ‘conditions’ would pre- 
vent hearing from Erna Sack and 
Bjoerling, in Sweden, so no 
one was expecting them. 

Mme. Jeritza, being no farther 
away than the wings, appeared on 
schedule, in fact, just a tiny bit 
ahead of schedule. It is quite likely 
that the opera star had a few well 
chosen words to say to someone 
;about the arrangement of the en- 
| trance. Said entrance was neatly 
| blocked by a large potted palm. To 
|exit bowing, and still not connect 
with the palm required something 
in the nature of acrobatics. 

Mme. Jeritza was an imposing 
figure in petal pink satin with deep 


| 
| 





decolletage front and back, out- 
lined in sparkling bands. An in- 
genious scarf draped across the 


back formed elbow sleeves. 

At the conclusion of her first num- 
ber, and a duet with Donald Dick- 
son, Mr. Cross again regretted the 
non-appearance of the Swedish 
artists, and announced that the 
audience would now hear greetings 
from Richard Tauber in England. A 
few minutes of breathless silence, 
and something that sounded remark- 
ably like Donald Duck filled the vast 
reaches of the Hall. It wasn’t Mr, 
Tauber, though. Just static. After 
several uncomfortable moments Mr, 
Cross gave in, and resumed the pro- 
gram. 

It was his second attempt to bring 
Mr. Tauber to Carnegie, which 
really proved Mr. Cross’ metal—and 
broke down the persistent reserve of 
the respectful audience. 

Birmingham, England, was again 
told that Carnegie was ready for 
Mr. Tauber. Followed an_ indis- 
tinguishable series of sounds after 
which Mr. Tauber was clearly heard 
to say, ‘Good night.’ Mr. Cross 
firmly said, ‘Thank you, Mr. Tauber.’ 
That's when the audience-reserve 
broke down, and laughter echoed 
from Carnegie’s astonished walls, 
Hollywood came through nobly, 
though, and Grace Moore was heard 
in a burst of girlishly enthusiasm 
greeting Helen Jepson in song. 
Newspaper advertising listed all 
eight artists as coming ‘direct from 
Carnegie Hall,” which must have 
been a bit confusing to listeners un- 
prepared for the hazards of short 
wave reception, 





‘MORNING VARIETIES’ 

With Joe Gentile, Gordon Fleming, 
Bill Lewis, Bobbie l’Heureaux, 
Walter Townsend, Toby David 

30 Mins.—Local 

PARTICIPATING 

Daily, 8:30 a.m. 

CKLW, Detroit 
Early-morning stuff which spells 

sock, Show’s talent comprises sev- 

eral of station’s headliners, and it’s 
knitted together by Joe Gentile’s 
nifty m.c.’ing. 

Background and interludes are 
provided by Gordon Fleming at the 
organ, while Bill Lewis uncorks his 
baritone pipes for coupla neat num- 





bers. Bobbie l’Heureaux, a new gal 
songstress on program, contributes 


two contralto tunes which set well, 
while Wally Townsend performs on 
the ivories. Show abounds in short, 
snappy skits, nd listeners’ interest is 
piqued by use of request numbers. 
Blurbs for participating sponsors 
are okay. Pete. 





— 


| MAREK WEBER ORCHESTRA 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

| Tuesday, 10 p.m. 

_ WIZ, New York 

Weber is from Europe. It is a 
| Viennese type of light music he spe- 
cializes in. His arrangements have 
lilt and beauty and sedative charms. 
That he offers something distinctive 
for American radio is obvious. 

He's got plenty to sell. But needs 
|to be sold. He is not a name in 
the U.S.A., known only to a limited 
number via his recordings, and the 


| sponsors, edicated by their adver- 
| tising agencies, have a phobia on 
| that. 

Arresting, enchantingly pleasant 


Weber makes music that is the happy 
| opposite to the shrill swing emphasis 
| which kids like but older folks tend 
| to abhor. Land, 
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Radio Has to Buy 
Ducats; Spo 





+ 


With the World Series going sus- 
taining, all describers, color-men and 
technicians being sent into the Yan- 
kee Stadium and Polo Grounds have 
to use stubs bought by their respec- 
tive webs, CBS, N 8° and Mutual. 

Each net is sending in eight men, 
and at $6.60 per each game, ticket 
costs will mount to around $300 for 
each network. Both Giants and 
Yankees refused to cuff the broad- 
casting employees as they do the 
newspapermen. Last three years, 
when Ford Motors sponsored, the 
sponsor arranged for the ducats on 
a deal with the clubs. 

On Monday (4), after each of the 
networks had already bought tickets, 
six employee-passes to each game 
came from Judge Landis’ Chicago 
office. Mutual approached Ed Bar- 
row, Yankees’ business manager, and 
wanted rebates on the bought tickets. 
Barrow told the web that Landis’ 
okays would not be honored. Con- 
tacting the secretary of baseball's 
ezar, who happened to be in New 
York, Mutual was told that the ex- 
change passes had been sent out in 
error. 

Another rule being adhered to is 
the Landis order that the nets must 
use describers who have been work- 
ing all season at ball games. Since 
no New York mikemen had covered 
big league games because the three 
Metropolitan clubs have not lifted 
their broadcasting ban, describers 
had to be imported. Mutual is using 
Bob Elson, WGN, Chicago, and 
Johnny O’Hara, KWK, St. Louis. 
CBS has France Laux, KMOX, St. 
Louis, and Bill Dyer, WCAU, Philly. 
Red Barbar, WLW, and Tom Man- 
ning, WTAM, Cleveland, are han- 
dling for NBC. 





World Series 
rts Writers on Cuff 





All-Night Angie 


Seattle, Oct. 5. 

KRSC, Seattle’s all night sta- 
tion locks the doors and takes 
the telephone receiver off the 
hook at midnight until six the 
next morning. Operator on 
this shift found that requests 
coming in after midnight were 
usually from femme beer guz- 


zliers as well as male foam 
blowers that wanted to be 
funny. 


Only thing that can open the 
KRSC switchboard after mid- 
night is a fire. 


CANADA ON 12 
HOUR SKED; 
16 LATER 











Toronto, Oct. 5. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp, sta- 
tions across the country inaugurated 
a 12-hour daily broadcasting schedule 
Sunday (3), upping air time six 
hours each day. Plans call for a 
boost to 16 hours before the year is 
out. 

On Oct. 15 CRCY, Toronto, will 
switch from 1,400 to 960 kilocycles. 
Several other CBC stations will 
change call letters. CRCO, Ottawa, 
will become CBO; CRCW, Windsor, 
will be CBW, and CRCV, Vancouver, 





Buffalo, Oct. 5. 
Jim Britt, WBEN sports com- 
mentator, is being picked up here 
for his nightly stint by direct wire 


from Radio City beginning t «| 
. Soe | Ontario transmitter is completed late 


row (6). 
Series. 
Private lines being used with no 
talk-back sustem, so Britt will have 
to follow 
ment here by timing alone and cue 
out the same way. Ed Reimers is 
handling the commercials here for 
Socony and also will take over the 
nightly later broadcast at 11:17 and 
handle football scores on Saturday. 
Same New York to Buffalo line 
arrangement was worked by George 
Sutherland, then KBEN sportscaster, 
last fall and worked fine except for 
one night when lines were crossed 
and WBEN listeners suddenly found 


themselves hearing Tom Manning of 
Cleveland. 


TIM AND IRENE SHOW 
DUE FOR REVAMP 


‘Fun in Swingtime’ program for 
Admiracion shampoo, with Tim 
(Ryan) and Irene (Noblette), may 
leave Mutual and go WLW-Line. 
Decision will be made later this 
week by the Charles Dallas Reach 
agency of Newark, which handles 
account. Satisfactory time on the 
Line is now being negotiated, and 
the switch from Mutual may occur 
Oct. 17. At present the show rides 
14 MBS stations on Sunday nights 

Oct. 17 broadcast of the program 
will also see D’Artega’s orch replac- 
ing Bunny Berigan’s. Latter leaves 
program to go on a vaude tour 
D’Artega worked the summer show 
for Jello over NBC-red. 

Ancther switch in the ‘Fun in 
Swingtime’ setup will have Charlie 
Gaines, of the World Broadcasting 
Company, replace Roger White as 
the producer of the program. Ac- 
cordin® to the ag2ncy, an effort will 
be made to spruce up and sped up 
the comecy on the show. 


He’s covering the World 








Libert Adaptations by WLW 
Cincinnati, Oct. 5. 
A new weekly series of dramatized 
programs for Liberty Magazine on 
WLW starts tonight (Tuesday) from 
9:30 to 10. Paul Sullivan will be m.c 
Script, prepared and acted by 
members of the Crosley staff, will be 
from stories in latest issue of the 
mag. Stanza to be known as ‘Behind 
the Headlines.’ 








Allen Franklin, from KVOO. 
Tulsa, and Robert Geis, lately with 
WHBC, Canton, O., additions to an- 
nouncing staff of WKRC, Cincy. 


introductory announce- | 


will be CBR. 

Tentative arrangements are to 
broadcast most English programs for 
| bi-lingual Montreal from CRCM un- 
der the new call, CBM. When a new 


| this year, CRCT and CRCY, Toronto, 
| will be amalgamated in a station 
| called CBT. 

| Four new announcers have been 
added to the local corporation staff. 
T. O. Wiklund is in from CKOC, 
Hamilton; G. Earle Whittaker of 
North Bay, Raymond Mackness of 
| Vancouver and William O’Reilly of 
Ottawa are in town for spieling over 
CRCT and CRCY. Ernest Morgan 
and George. Temple have been 
switched to the production staff and 
Norman Lucas, another erstwhile an- 
nouncer, now is in the commercial 
department. 

| CBL, the Canadian Broadcasting 
| Corp's new 50,000-watt station now 
under construction at Hornby, about 
130 miles from here, will possess an 
aerial tower reaching 647 feet into 
the sky and said to be the tallest 
structure in the British Empire. 
Right now the tower is as tall as 
the Empire’s highest building and has 
200 feet yet to go. 

New transmitter is to cost the CBC 
$250,000 and will be the first in a 
chain of eight to reach across the 
Dominion. Another station is under 
construction at Vercheres, Quebec. 
| Steers are to be started next year. 
| It is expected that the Hornby and 
Vercheres plants will open in No- 
vember. 


C. W. Myers Back 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 5. 

Charles W. Myers, ex-president of 
N. A. B.. returned to KOIN from 
Washington, D. C., hoping that the 
F. C. C. will approve his petition for 
proposed new half wave vertical 
| radiator for KOIN. Myers’ plans call 
|for erection of new vertical towers 
1540 fect high for KOIN. Present 
| towers are 300 feet. 
| This is the second big expansion 
| deal that Myers has put over re- 
| cently. KOIN’s sister station, KALE, 
linked with Mutual chain last month. 
KOIN is strongly established as the 
| CBS outlet here. 














a 
' 
Bill Rambeau’s New Staffmen 
Chicago, Oct. 5. 





| couple of additions to his radio sta- 
| tion representation sales staff. Myron 
| Elges, formerly with Transamerican, 


;joins the Rambeau office in New 
| York. 
| Clark Branion, formerly with 


WJR in Detroit, gets a desk in the 
Detroit sales office. 





CRITICAL BUT INDIFFERENT 


Osgoods, Both Radioites, Take the 
Divorce Route 








Detroit, Oct. 5. 

Richard Osgood, scripter at WXYZ, 
has filed suit for divorce here against 
his wife, Nancy Osgood, women’s 
commentator at same station, Os- 
good, author and spieler on WXYZ’s 
‘Factfinder’ program, charges wife 
was ‘censorious, indifferent and criti- 
cal.’ 

Mrs. Osgood, who said she won’t 
contest the case, is the former wife 
of Harvey Hayes, announcer and 





| production man at NBC. 





Associated Press Is 
Mulling Radio Set-Up; 
Would Rival United 


One of most important matters to 
be considered by the Associated 
Press board this week will be that 
of launching an elaborate radio de- 
partment patterned along the gen- 
eral lines of that now in service by 
the United Press. Good-will broad- 
cast on NBC last week in which the 
comprehensive line-up of the A.P. 
service was stressed is regarded in 
trade circles as a prelude to this ac- 
tion. Broadcast had bureau and staff 
writers speaking from Spain, Shang- 
hai and Tokio. 

Though entrance into the commer- 
cial radio field has been before the 
A. P. previously in the last year, this 
is the first time that the idea was 
given more than a fighting chance of 
being adapted. Clause in the asso- 
ciation’s by-laws stipulating strict 
rules under which radio stations may 
receive commercial news service 
may be altered in part or in full. 

Report in radio circles is that one 
rule makes it necessary for a broad- 
caster to publish a newspaper in 
order to receive the service, but 
newspapermen say that this may be 
circumvented by publication of a 
small tabloid or altering the rules. 


LANGENDORF ON 18 
DON LEE STATIONS 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 

Preceded by a two-week build-up 
as a sustainer, a new script show 
tabbed ‘The Phantom Pilot? will be 
sponsored by Langendorff United 
Bakeries starting Monday, Oct. 18, 
over 18 Don Lee-Mutual outlets in 
California and Washington. Signed 
through McCann-Erickson. Calls 
for quarter-hour broadcasts, Mon- 
days through Fridays, at 6:15 p.m. 














Title role in the shows will be 
handled by Howard Duff. Others in 
the cast will include Jack Edwards, 
Marjorie Smith, Stanley Farrar, 
with Herb Allen narrating. 


According to Wilbur Eickelberg, | 


manager of KFRC, local Don Lee- 
Mutual station which will originate 
the programs, total cost of time, 
talent, etc., will approximate $100,- 
000. 

Outlets releasing the series will 
be KFRC, San Francisco: KQW, San 


KIEM, Eureka, all in California, and 
KVOS, Bellingham; KOL, Seattle: 
KPQ, Wenatchee: KIT, Yakima: 
KMO, Tacoma; KGY, Olympia: 
KXRO, Aberdeen, in Washington. 

Langendorf recently ended its 
‘Pictorial’ broadcasts with Rush 
Hughes on the Coast NBC-Red web 
after a five-year stretch. 


WKRC, Cincy, Ups Rates 


Cincinnati, Oct. 5. 

With local rates on the majority 
of stations here being considerably 
lower than the station 
consider profitable, Radio 
instituting a revision of 
rate structure on its 
WKRC station. 

Local rates will be eliminated from 
the class A time (6-10:30 p.m.) with 
only national rates prevailing at 
that time. The rest of the time on 

the station for local advertisers is 
| set up at a rate equal to two-thirds 








managers 
Sales 
the 


is 








| William G. Rarbeau has made a/f the national rates. Formerly, the 


‘local rate was only one-third of the 
national rate. 

This new rate card goes into ef- 
fect on Nov. 1. On Nov. 1, 1938, the 
local rate will be eliminated com- 
pletely from the Radio Sales station 
here, with national rate prevailing 
throughout the clock. 





Jose; KDON, Monterey; KPMC, 
Bakersfield; KHJ, Los Angeles; 
KDB, Santa Barbara; KFXM, San | 
Bernardino; KVOE, Santa Ana: 


KGB, San Diego: KXO, El Centro: | 





MICHIGAN ORGANIZES 





casters 





Detroit, Oct. 5. 
Michigan Broadcasters Association, 
first organization of the state’s sta- 
tions, was formed Monday (4) at a 
meeting attended by 12 out of Michi- 
gan’s 20 stations. James F. Hopkins, 
WJBK, Detroit, was elected presi- 
dent. Purpose of the organization is 
ito promote co-operation and unity 
among members and protect them- 

selves against bad legislation, etc. 
Other officers picked were: John 
Fetzer, WKZO, Kalamazoo, v. DP.; 
Howard Loeb, WFDF, Flint, secre- 
tary-treasurer; directors, Arch 
Shawd, WXYZ, Detroit: William 
Scripps, WWJ, Detroit; Owen Uridge, 





WJR, Detroit, and Roy “Radner, 
WIBM, Jackson. Other outlets rep- 
resented were WMBC, Detroit; 


WKB, Muskegon; WELL, Kalamazoo, 
WFDF, Flint; WBCM, Bay City, and 
WEXL, Royal Oak. 

James W. Baldwin, managing di- 
rector of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, was also present. 


C.L0. AFTER AD 
AGENCY HELP 





Organization campaign among 
advertising agency workers, i- 
rected at account executives as well 
as others from office boys up, has 
been launched by the C. I. O. First 
move was to distribute leaflets in 


sectors. 

Pushing the campaign is ‘he 
American Advertising Guild, whici. 
holds a charter from Local 20 of 
the United Office and Professional 
Workers of America, 





last winter. 
Dick Anderson last week resigned 


cause of ailing health. 


Barney’s Charges 
Radio Time Chiseling, 














Alleging that W. B. O. Broadcast- 
ing Corp., which operates station 
WNEW, had deprived it of full time 
as called for in nine separate con- 
tracts covering February, 1934, when 
ithe station was inaugurated, to Oc- 
tober, 1936, Barney’s Clothes, Inc.., 
filed suit in the N. Y. supreme court 
yesterday (Tuesday) to recover a 


total of $105,910 it had paid to the) 


broadcasting company. Barney's 


allege it was damaged to that extent. | 








Defendant answered the suit with a 
general denial, and will ask Justice 


action today (Wednesday) on a plea 
of insufficient grounds. 
Besides alleging the broadcasting 


corporation had shorted it of from | 
one to two minutes on each daily | 





15-minute airing and from two to! 


four minutes on Sunday half-hour 
| broadcasts to the benefit of other ad- 
| vertisers, Barney’s avers the de- 
{fendant corporation failed to live up 
to contracts under which Barney’s 
| was to receive a certain number ‘of 
|daily, Sunday and ‘Milkman’s Mati- 
|nee’ announcements. In some in- 
| stances, plaintiff claims, it was de- 


| prived of from 8-10 announcements | 


; below the number called for in the 
| weekly quota. 





- Irv Brecker’s Conditions 


loca! } 
Columbia- | 





Mills left for the Coast 
to handle the details 
‘of a radio connection for Irv 
| Brecker, who did the scripts for 


Milton Berle on the Gillette show. 


Irving 
|; Sunday (3) 


vyn LeRoy as a picture writer, 
but will accept a bid made by Jack 
Benny if his work will be con- 
fined to putting the final touches 
on each script. 


by Benton & Bowles, agency on the 
Jack Haley-Log Cabin Syrup show. 
but the writer likewise in this case 
wants to make it an editing assin- 
| ment, 





State Association Formed by Broad. | 


the Lexington and Madison avenue | 


from network’s stations’ relations be- | 


Sues WNEW for 1066: 


Robert P. McLaughlin to dismiss the | 


Brecker is under contract to Mer- | 


Brecker has also been approached | 


| 


——-— 


RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Attention-Getters, Tie-U ps, Ideas) 
> 








NEWSREEL TIE-UP 
WTCN, MINNEAPOLIS 





PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
WSPR, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 





, —_" 
| Outstanding Stunts 








WTCN’s Local Newsreel 
St. Paul. 

Marking the first tie-up of its kind 
in this neck of the woods between 
‘a radio station and a theatre, WTCN- 
| World Theatre news reel is now un- 
|winding its second edition at the 
|latter show house in both Minne- 
|apolis and St. Paul. 

Reel covers all Twin Cities news 
during the week, with special em- 
‘phasis on events broadcast by 
WTCN, newspaper-owned NBC blue 
network affiliate. Theatre furnishes 
cameraman and equipment, while 
Stephen Wells, station p.a., edits the 
film and writes the continuity, and 
Charles Irving of the station’s pro- 
duction dept. acts as commentator. 

Wells and Irving planed to Lin- 
j}coln with two cameramen to catch 
| Minnesota’s 14-to-9 defeat by Ne- 
|braska Saturday (2), with the film 
ready for screening Monday (4) at 
|the World theatres in both Twin 
| Cities. 

A Contrast te the Average 
Springfield, Mass. 
| Station WSPR here takes the trou- 
ible to arrange each week its pro- 
{gram schedule in convenient daily 
log form. Obviously inspired by the 
networks (CBS and Mutual) that 
employ a similar program schedule. 
| Fact that a small station in a small 
|}community will do this job so neatly 
‘and smartlv contrasts vividly with 
| ths sloppy handouts, jumbled, unin- 
itelligible and quite useless, that 
many radio stations all over the 
country permit to go out under their 


| names. 
; 


| WSPR 


e S?HINGHELD MASS 


| wil 
| 
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Harry Maizlish in N. Y.; 
Ciairol Account Closed 
Through Transamerican 





| Transamerican Broadcasting & 
, Television yesterday (Tuesday ) 
closed with Clairol Shampoo for the 
‘bankrolling of a musical-dramatic 
| series, ‘Let's Go Hollywood,’ over 
| the California Network, with KFWB, 
'Los Angeles, the point of origin. 
Account is figuring on expanding 
|the show’s hookup from Coast to 


|Coast after six weeks. Program 
starts this Friday night (8), with 
8:30 to 9 PST the period. Harry 
Maizlish, of KFWB, has been in 
|New York several days. 

| Cast will include Paul Keast, 
'tenor; Owen Crump, m.c. and film 
gossip chatterer, and Leon Leon- 
|ardi, batonist. Dramatization will 


involve scenes from coming picture 
|releases. Linked with the program 
'will be a beauty and personality 
contest, with a Warner Bros. screen 
‘test and contract going to the weekly 
winners. 

It’s the first 
for Clairol. 


program’ venture 





Herb Carlborg’s Detroit Job 

Chicago, Oct. 5. 

| Herb Carlborg has been appointed 
| Detroit manager for Radio Sales, Co- 
|lumbia web’s spot sales subsidiary. 
| Appointee was brought over into 
| Radio Sales from Columbia network 
sales staff in the motor city. 
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Meat Packers, with Prices at 18-Year. 





High, Avoid Radio Bally This Season 





Meat packers have about wholly 
yamoosed this autumn as air ad- 
vertisers. They're off the networks, 
and the Big Four, Swift, Wilson, 
Armour, Cudahy, have pulled in 
their horns in local situations, too. 


Cudahy and Swift continue to plug 
their soap cleansers, but meat isn’t 
even being mentioned. 


Attitude of the packers is to mute 
the matter of meat due to the fact 
that the shorage of beef, occasioned 
by the cattle-slaughter by the gov- 
ernment’s AAA bureau two years 
ago, and the droughts in the west, 
have boomed prices to an 18-year 
high. Last week in Chicago beef 
was being sold at $19.50 a cwt. 


Companies do not want to present 
the question to the consumers, even 
though the firms continue to com- 
pete against one another. Fear is 
that by reminding the housewife of 
the high cost of meat, via air enter- 
tainment, the packers would be 
throwing the sore spot of buyers in 
bold relief, and reminding ’em of it 
when otherwise it would be out of 
their minds 

Saturday (2) Swift aired a 15-min. 
program over 60 NBC-red stations 
at 8 a. m. which was directed solely 
at dealers. An institutional single- 
shot, the period was designed to help 
dealers explain to the public high- 
cost causes. For that reason the pe- 
riod was aired early in the morning. 

Only packing accounts still riding 


i 
7? 





No Strike Truce In 
Spokane Even For 





Spokane, Oct. 5. 
The Central Labor Council has re- 
fused to consider calling a one-day 
| truce in the picketing of the Daven- 


| port hotel in a laundry strike so that 


Native Son, Crosby 


| Bing Crosby and the troupe that will | 


|come here Oct. 21 for a homecoming 
|celebration can be feted at a ban- 
quet there. 


and others who will come belong to 
unions or guilds and would not walk 
through the AFL-affiliated laundry 
union’s picket lines. Committee in 
charge of banquet is looking else- 
where for dinner spot. 


has been signed to appear on 


he broadcasts the program from here 
Oct. 21. 





in local situations are those plug- 
ging sausages and tinned meat. 

Even though beef quotations are 
high, the packers have been hit in 
the pocketbooks, which further ne- 
gates ozone splurging. Cudahy last 
week skipped a dividend payment, 
first time for firm since 1924. 





Crosby, Bob Burns, Trotter's orch | 


The Gonzaga University Glee Club | 
the | 
Kraft Music Hall with Crosby when | 
| paper and magazine testimonial copy. 
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C.A.B. Bunchings 





Causing some comment 
around the New York ad 
agencies currently are the num- 
ber of ties shown among the 
program leaders in the latest 
popularity ratings issued by the 
Co-Operative Analysis of 
Broadcasting. 

Major Bowes and the Lux 
Theatre, for example, are tied 
for second place with a score 
of 22.4, while Burns and Allen 


and the Rudy Vallee-Royal 
Gelatin show share the next 
slot at 17.4. 

Chase & Sanborn Coffee's 


Sunday night stanza has No. 1 
place in this particular report. 


W. R. Baker to L. A. 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. | 
William R. Baker, Jr., vice prez of | 











Benton & Bowles agency and a part- | 
ner in the outfit, arrives here from | 
New York next week to head the| 
Hollywood office. While having no | 
direct with the firm’s 
radio productions here, he will look 
after personality 


connection 


tieups for news- 


He has been an account executive on 
the General Foods commercial since 
1933. 


Herschel 


Williams, former pro-| 








San Francisco, Oct. 5. 


| Charging that press agentry, with | 
| the advent of expensive radio shows, | 
| has reached a new low, radio editor | 
| Darrell! 


Donnell of the San Fran- 
last week bitterly 
assailed the ‘hush-hush and 


cisco Examiner 
mustn't 


say that’ attitude of Hollywood and 


New York radio ‘public relations de- 
| partments.’ 


‘The point has been reached where 


|only a few radio editors continue to 
read press blurbs other than those 
| released by the nag¢ional networks | 


And the radio editor who does pub- | 
lish the stuff in other than a face- | 


San F rancisco Radio Editor Blasts 


Press Agents and General ‘Hush-Hush’ 








the great confusion of everyone con- 
cerned.’ 

Recently several Hollywood agen- 
cies threatened to remove Herb 
Caen, radio editor of the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, from their mailing 


lists because they objected to the 
manner in which he treated their 
blurbs in his column. 

‘The lesser of two evils is to keep 
a radio editor on the mailing list 
Donnell declared in his tirade. 


‘Otherwise he is likely to listen to 
the show and then tell the whole 
truth about the thing.’ 


D’Artega Booked Ahead 


tious manner is two steps on the way | 


|to becoming pet editor of the Zing- 
| ville Gazette.’ 


Referring to the Hollywood press 
agent, Donnell wrote ‘He has 
three lines of attack. They are in- 


cluded in a biography of the star | 


who (1) began his career by sing- 
ing in a church choir, (2) has 
worked at many amusing occupa- 
tions, other than radio, and (3) en- 
joys any given number of hobbies. 
At this point the press agent is done. 
If he isn’t, the star, the sponsor's 
wife, and a few hundred other hush- 


duction head here for B & B, re- hushers will see to it that he is.’ 


mains in the east to handle the | 


Robert Ripley program for Huskies. | tr 


Tom Revere continues as head of| the copy released by Hollywood and 
radio, alternating between the New|New York flackeries, which ‘bad- 


gered editors sometimes publish, to 


York and Hollywood offices. 





‘Unimaginative, often 


but | 


| D’Artega has been resignatured 
as batonist for Jell-O’s summer 


|show. New contract calls for a 
larger band and gives him 13 weeks 
jthrough the summer of 1938. 

He also has been given the con- 
|ducting assignment of the Admira- 
cion Shampoo program, with Tim 
}and Irene, on Mutual Sundays. This 
|one starts Oct. 17. 





Dave Brown a Composer 
Dayton, O., Oct. 5. 
xeorge Duffy introduced ‘Doggone 
|the Moon,’ new tune, to listeners 


inaccurate | Monday (4) night on a CBS net from 
ipe’ was Donnell’s description of 


Dayton Biltmore’s Kittyhawk 
per club. 

Ditty is brainchild of Dave Brown, 
WHIO's commercial manager. 


sup- 


























NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 


‘Radios Factual Authority” 
1100 PAGES OF INFORMATION 


$0 


The Copy 


The coupon below may be sent 
to your nearest Variety Office 


' 

' VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
Please send_____—' copies of VARIETY RADIO 
DIRECTORY ($5 per copy, postage prepaid; duty not 
7 prepaid in Canada). Enclosed find$ —s_” 7 
Name Law taticialletethita ; 
Address i veonnniitlel x 
City State ees | Tome 
Firm Name__ er 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 




















memes 























LS ABORTED ipl: BAA ET Raga FPA 











36 


RADIO 


Wednesday, October 6, 1937 





ee 


— 





— 


REGIONAL HEARINGS, MOTIO 
AMONG THE PROBABLE F 


S DOCKET 
(.C. REFORMS 








Many Strict Rules Expected When McNinch Regime 
Gets Into Full Stride—Washington Debating 


Pros and Cons 


Washington, Oct. 5. 

Radical changes in administrative 
procedure, including innovations 
which would tend to counteract po- 
litical influence and personal favorit- 
ism, are in prospect in connection 
with the Federal Communications 
Commission house-cleaning. 

That Washington headache, which 
repeatedly destroys the good humor 
of license-holders, may be partially 
alleviated, although there are possi- 
bilities that, instead of reducing the 
cost of doing business with the Gov- 
ernment, overhauling of F.C.C, ma- 
chinery may make the lawyers even 


more important in the scheme of 
things. Series of unusual steps 
which would bring some  badly- 


need:d reforms is being mulled by 
individual Commissioners and other 
F.C.C. attaches. 

Like all policy questions, the 
problem of procedure is expected to 
wait until after Frank R. McNinch, 











new chairman, gets full opportunity 
to become thoroughly acquainted 
with all phases of Commish opera- 
tions ar.d responsibilities. Shortage 
of funds and personnel may further 
complicate and delay the prospective 
administrative reform program. 
While inclined to wait on Mc- 
Ninch, other Commissioners and 
varous F. C. C. attaches already have 
paved the way for definite improve- 
ments in the handling of broadcast- 
ers’ applications. Conferences have 
been held by persons pondering de- 
fects in existing machinery. By 
tacit approval, one informal policy 
with direct bearing on the conduct 
of hearings has gone into effect. 
Principal question under consider- 
ation concerns the manner in which 
the Commish shall prepare for for- 
mal action on applications. Chief 
factor is the functioning of and re- 
lations between the examining, le- 
gal, and engineering departments. 





4 
?> 


First Change 


First move in the renovation 
came to light this week when Com- 
mission attorneys ceased participat- 
ing in hearings. This sensational 





step—which prompted rumors of in- 
ternal feuding that were denied by | 
all involved—was taken without ex- | 
planation after the Broadcast Divi- | 
sion heard Assistant General Coun- | 
sel George Porter complain that his 
staff is badly overworked. 

Withdrawal of Commish counsel | 
is in accordance with suggestions | 
that have been advanced previously | 
by persons within and outside the 
Commish. Argument is made that 
legal staff is unable to take judicial 
slant in advising the Division or the 
full Commission when its members 
participate in preparing the record 
upon which decisions are based. 
Short-handedness of the General 
Counsel’s office, combined with the 
fact that last-minute withdrawal of 
numerous applications causes much 
waste effort and time, is one of the 
primary reasons for this departure 
from custom which has been fol- 
lowed since inception of the old 
Radio Commission. 

In the future, Commission exami- 











#0 participating sponsors... 


I. Up-to-the-minute reports of POLICE activities 


ef the day by Police Reporter Charlie Ashley! 


2. FIRE news—right off the official record 
—direct from Boston Fire Headquarters re- 


ported by Inspector John Galway in person! 


3. Interviews with the GREAT and NEAR- 


GREAT “in the flesh’! (88 nationally and in- 


ternationally famous guest stars in 5 months!) 


4. MAN ON THE STREET period broadcast direct 


from Tremont Street opposite Boston Common! 


5. Dramatized stories from the day's NEWS by 


Director Jay Wesley and large supporting cast! 
Here is a 5-star WEE! program of the daily goings-on in 


New England's Big City. And that means news to New Eng- 


landers from Bucksport, Maine to Barnstable on Cape Cod. 


Good news to advertisers is that this audience-built show is available to sponsors 


on a participating basis. The program is currently broadcast from 5:30 to 6P. M. 
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Slowed Down 





Washington, Oct. 5. 

Delicate problems involving 
basic policy are being side- 
stepped by Broadcast Division 
until restaffing of the Federal 
Communications Commission is 
done by Chairman Frank R. 
McNinch. More than a dozen 
cases of outstanding importance 
have been skipped over re- 
peatedly because of unwilling- 
ness to settle controversial 
questions by two-man decisions. 

Keeping many licensees on 
the anxious seat, Commission- 
ers Eugene O. Sykes and Nor- 
man S. Case have refused since 
ending their summer recess to 
rule on anything except most 
innocuous matters. 














(just before the big 6 o'clock radio edition of the WEEI-Herald Traveler News) 


‘Monday through Saturday. . . Write WEE! direct or consult Radio Sales. 


WEEI BOSTON 


5000 high-fidelity watts day, 1000 night — operated by 


the Columbia Broadcasting 


RADIO SALES: New York, 485 Madison Avenue 
Chicago, 410 N. Michigan Ave. + Detroit, 
Fisher Bidg. + Los Angeles, 5939 

Sunset Bivd. * San Francisco, 





System. Represented by 





60! Russ Building 


ners not only will act as presiding 
officers in quasi-judicial proceedings 
but will be directly responsible for 
bringing out all pertinent facts. Bur- 
den of cross-examining applicants’ 
witnesses falls on them, while they 
will handle quizzing of Commish 
experts which formerly was done by 
Commish lawyers. 

Significant step in prospect is to 


change the present rules on the 
point of when hearings shall be 
held. Probable that in the future 


public ventilation will be automatic 
on all pleas of certain cases, notably 
requests for consent to acquire con- 
trol of licensee corporations or to 
make voluntary license assignments, 
for new transmitters, and for power 
increases. This has been advocated 
often in the past by key figures 
within the Commish. 
Lawyers Break 

If this policy is adopted, it will 
mean more business for the lawyers 
and more trouble for licensees, but 
it will have compensating advan- 
tages. Would eradicate skulduggery 
by which fair-haired boys have 
been given inside tracks, would cut 
the amount of time involved in get- 
ing action, would prevent certain 
Commish employes in strategic spots 
from rigging dockets, would insure 
full disclosure of all pertinent facts, 
and would tend toward formation 
of clear-cut policies on some of the 
most vital questions confronting the 
pt ad 

At present there is no clear-cut 
rule to show when hearings are held. 
New Station requests, for example, 
may be granted without hearing in 
the absence of competition or maybe 
refererred to examiners even when 
unopposed if the legal or engineer- 
ing departments suggests or the 
Broadcast Division sees fits to do so 
on its own motion. 


Greater latitude and more restric- 
tions for examiners both have been 
suggested and are being discussed. 
One salient proposal which is known 
to have been mulled would prevent 
the examiners from making recom- 
mendations, limiting them to find- 
ings of fact only, as is done by the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. A conflicting idea is for ex- 
aminers not only to recommend how 
cases should be decided but to write 
proposed decisions which could be 
adopted by the Broadcast Division 
whenever it agrees, thus speeding 
up final settlement and wiping out 
one type of serious criticism. 
Ways of insuring a more judicial 


deal for applicants are perplexing 
Commish members. Some would 
like to see clearer demarcation be. 
tween the persons who hear cases 
and those who advise the Division 
what to do. There is talk about de. 
taching an attorney and an engineer 
for service with the license division 
or the examining department, so that 
other attorneys and engineers could 
be more independent when it comes 
to commenting upon examiners’ rece 
ommendations. Another idea is cre- 
ation of a review board which would 
weigh examiners’ reports, possibly 
considering formal exceptions by 
both applicants and Commish lawyers 
| and submitting super-reports to the 
| Division, 





Motions Docket 
| Establishment of a motions docket, 


recommended a year ago by the 
Federal Communications Bar Asso- 
ciation and debated for a much 
longer period, may result. With 


such an innovation, all applications 
would go directly to a new section, 
which would handle petitions for in- 
tervention, dismissal, postponement, 
ete. End to deposition racket—where 
numerous requests for permits to 
take absentee testimony are filed— 
and to the practice of endless con- 
tinuances, would result, attorneys 
predict. 

Fact-finding unit, which might be 
separate from examiners, may be 
created as aftermath of discussion 
about procedure. Attorneys often 
have hinted that wholesome step 
would involve setting up an outfit 
which would inquire into engineer- 
ing, technical, legal, and financial 
questions which have no bearing on 
policy, reporting independently of 
examiners or even supplying info 
which could be included in the re- 
port of the subsequent hearing. This 
idea is one which reputedly has the 
backing of Chief Examiner Davis G. 
Arnold. Offers solution to question 
of either restricting or widening 
powers of examiners. 


Political Divorce? 

Objective of reform talk is to put 
examiners in spot where they for- 
get their records and act entirely 
as mediums by which Commish can 
obtain pertinent information. As it 
is, the staff tries to find out how the 
political wind is blowing before they 
submit reports and recommendations, 
Or else they descend into a welter 
of technical terms which means noth- 
ing and do not clarify the case. If 
procedure were changed, examiners 
would not be so concerned whether 
they were upheld or reversed, it is 
contended. 

Barrier between the examining de- 
partment and the legal and engi- 
neering staffs would contribute to 
the ideal of more independence and 
greater honesty. Now examiners are 
able to consult privately after hear- 
ings with technicians and barristers 
and get suggestions, which they in- 
corporate in their reports. This ex- 
tra-legal practice has_ infuriated 
counsel, who lack simlar privileges. 

More publicity all around is al- 
most certain to result. Pre-hearing 
publication of the reaction of engi- 
neers and lawyers to applications— 
for new facilities, transfers, power 
jumps, or better frequencies—is be- 
ing cogitated for the purpose of 
minimizing the star-chamber aspect 
of F.C.C. proceedings. Applicants’ 
counsel often have protested that 
Commish people raised unsuspected 
issues when hearings occurred. Step 
of this sort would erase bleats, be- 
sides putting both the outsiders and 
the insiders on an equal basis. 

















NOTICE! 


Notice Is Hereby Given That 


“The Healthcaster” 


Is Fully Protected By Copyright 


A new program idea utilizing the news technique and fore- 
casting of health in the headlines has been sold to one 
sponsor in four markets. This program has been fully 
tested and results have proved to be phenomenal. Rights 
are available for select sponsorship on an attractive basis 
in other territories. This program is copyrighted and fully 
protected. Any infringement or use of this idea. plan or 
procedure, without the consent of the owners will be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 


For full information Address: 


RAYMOND SPECTOR 
1270 Sixth Avenue 
New York City 
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‘Influence for Sale’ 


Skeptics won’t believe it—the report that Washington’s ward-heeler type 
of radio politics will end. Nevertheless, incredible or not, there is a mount- 
ing pile of evidence that the grim clenching of Frank McNinch’s 
specific omen for specific individuals. 








jaw is 


‘"he specific individuals’ seems a warranted statement because while 
McNinch may attack conditions rather than personages the logic is simple | 
_those who have specialized in ‘influence for sale’ must be affected by any | 
new dispensation seeking to move the moral tone of radio regulation up 
out of the cellar. 


Piquancy for those who know the recent realities in Washington will | 
be found in the reports that members of the once-infiluential radio clique | 
are now not welcome in certain offices. Wire-pullers, inside information 
passer-alongers, and good time Charlie hosts to amiable secretaries, nh 
gotten a chilly reception. 

a barrier of ice. 


In a couple of cases the chill has solidified into 


Naturally those who participated in the big fun during the glad bad | 
days are now applauding the new regime and numbering themselves as | 
conspicuously as possible among the ‘we’ve-been-urging-this-very-thing- | 
all-along’ chorus. Right now these lads are uncertain. They have been | 
doing an active trade in alleged influence. All this publicity from head- | 
quarters about the wrath of the new viceroy is bad for their reputations as | 
potent politicians with a map of everybody’s cemetery. How can they | 
undertake to deliver when it becomes widely rumored about that they are 
not recognized as brokers and have no standing? It must be quite dis- 
tressing! 





WBT’s Long Air Days 


GOOD WILL HOUR’ IS | WBT's Long Air Day 
NATION-WIDE MAYBE! war is chili ike & saw dane 


schedule that will lengthen the time 
of the broadcasting day by one hour. 

Discussions are on for Macfadden’s | The change was made with the end 
True Story mag to extend the air- | of the seasonal daylight saving plan, 
ing of ‘Good Will Hour’ from coast lend has been gradually smoothed 
to coast. |} out since. Now the station is on the 

Current setup on Mutual Sunday | air from 6:30 o’clock a.m. until 2 
nights limits the program to WOR, | o'clock the following morning. The 
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Block WGAR Stock Transfer to WJR 


| Precedent-Establishing Ruling Handed Down— 


| the 


Refers to 1,200°, 


Washington, Oct. 5 
Stock selling by broadcasting sta- 
tions received severe rebuke from 


Federal Communications Com- 


mission last week when explanation 





was promised by Frank R. McNinch, | 


new Federal Communications 


mission 24 hours 


after taking helm of the regulatory 
outfit. 

Providing no comfort for in- 
dustry’s big boys and fixers, aggres- 
sive reformer quietly but with re- 
markable firmness laid down plat- 
form which foreshadows sensational 
policy reversals and hints broaden- 
ing of the government’s scrutiny 
over all business affairs. Rate regu- 
lation, up-to-the-hilt supervision of 
financial operations, end of personal 
and political favoritism, and com- 
plete publicity for Commish opera- 
tions all were promised directly or 
indirectly. : 


chairman, within 


While cautious about stating opin- 
ions on many prime issues and hesi- 





Newark; WGN, Chicago, and CKLW, | sign-off time all summer has been 
Detroit, with a separate broadcast |} am. 
over WMCA, New York. 





| 
| 





WOAI, San Antonio, has Beeman | 


George MclIlhimney has joined | Fisher as new general manager and 
gales staff of WIMV, E. St. Louis, Joyce Williams, publicist 


| tant to forecast definite changes in 
| personnel, policy, or procedure, new 
| broom-wielder bluntly served notice 
that days of industry dictation to the 


| 
(Continued on page 44) 


| Act. 
Com- | 


of the reasons for failure to approve 
transfer of control of WGAR, Cleve- 
land, was made public. 

In a formal opinion, enunciating 
a policy of greatest significance, the 
Broadcast Division took the stand 


that transactions which merely ben- 
efit owners without bringing any 


advantages to the public cannot be 
tolerated under the Communications 
On these grounds 
sioners Eugene O. Sykes 
man S. Case refused to grant 
sent for paper transactions 
would put actual 


Commis- 
Nor- 
con- 
which 
control of the 


’ 
ana 


| Cleveland transmitter into the hands 








| of corporation owning WJR, Detroit. 


Although three of the four stock- 
holders in The WGAR Broadcast- 
ing Co. are also owners of stock in 


WJR, The Goodwill Station, the 
Commish held that the potential 
benefits would not be sufficiently 


great in the public interest to justify 
approving the proposition. 
Sykes used the incident as an op- 
portunity to express general views 
on the subject of security peddling 
and profit-making from broadcast- 
ing. 

Blocked deal provided that hold- 
ings of George A. Richard prin- 
cipal owner of both the Cleveland 
and Detroit transmitters, and his 
associates would be shifted to the 
WJR corporation on a basis of 20 
shares in WJR for 1 share in WGAR. 


Vital feature of the plan was agree- 


| ards, 


Case and | 


Stock Dividend 


ment to market 9,200 shares of WJR 


paper to the public via W. E. Hut- 
ton & Co., with understanding that 
the marketing would not occur un- 


less the F. C, C. consented to merg- 
ing ownership of the two stations. 
Present ownership of WGAR is as 
follows: Richards, 625 shares; Leo 
J. Fitzpatrick, 225; P. M. Thomas, 
50, and John F. Platt, 100. Paper of 
WJR is distributed in this fashion: 
Richards, 28,700; Frances S. Rich- 
his wife, 42,000; Fitzpatrick, 
21,040; Thomas, 5,360; and 400 out- 
siders, 32,900. 
Agreeing that 
torious service, 


WJR renders meri- 
that transfer of con- 
trol would not adversely affect op- 
erations, and that station’s financial 
position is undebatably firm, the 
two Commissioners discussed at 
considerable length the social aspects 
of the transaction. Con- 
|cluded that private benefit to own- 
ers cannot be given preferential 
| consideration over public nterest. 


rannacan 


Money-Making Motives 


Money-making motives in the 
radio industry were frowned upon 
by the Commish, which pointed out 
| that WJR two years ago declared a 
| breath-taking 1,200% stock dividend 
| and that over 28,000 shares were 
peddled by insiders. Clean-up from 
this maneuver exceeded $650,000, 
|with the New York banking house 
|making an incidental haul of sev- 
eral thousands. Commish observed 
| that no corporate benefits were ob- 
tained nor were there any compell- 
ing reasons for such an operation 
except the desire of the directors. 
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Montreal, Oct. 5. 


Whether station revenue or public 
interest should have priority with 
respect to the buying of radio time 
by political parties in Canada is an 
immediate problem for which a so- 
lution is to be sought at the 
meeting of the board of governors 
of the Canadian Broadcasting C 
mission, 

With a major 
CBC officials will 
decide whether restrictions are to be 
on political speeches via the 
their unlimited flow per- 


— | 
Neat 
ym- 


election pending, 


quickly have to 
placed 
@a.er or 
mitted. 
Political spokesmen have _ been 
vigorously complaining to CBC au- 
that party with the 
heaviest war-chest will have the bet- 
ter advantage in snaring radio time. 
Judging from the purchase of this 
to date, there is yet no indication as 
to which party has the most money. 


ert 
tnorities the 


As a federal government ap- 
pointee, harassed Gladstone Mur- 


ray, CBC’s gm., is again the target 
for Liberal, Conservative and other 
political party detractors. As a BBC 
expatriate, Murray points out that, 
in England, the political parties have 
had for some years an agreement 
limiting their use of radio time to 
party leaders only. To date, the par- 
ties in Canada are not amendable to 
falling in with this arrangement, 
there being a plethora of influential 


henchmen who must be satisfied by | 


being permitted to promulgate their 
theories over the air. 

Murray’s main concern is with the 
restricting of station revenue should 
any new regulation be legislated 
which further curtails political 
broadcasting. Already, CBC has 
passed new regulations, effective No- 
vember 1, whereby radio time is to 
be ‘allocated fairly’ to all political 
parties, the political group any 
speaker is acting for is to be named 
as sponsor immediately before and 
immediately after any talk-fest, the 
time is to be paid for in advance, 
and no party spogesman is to be al- 
lowed to go on the air on election 
day or two days before. Another 
point made by Murray is that only 
by broadcasting will ruralites hear 
the point of view of all political 
parties. 





Pierre Normandin and Alain Gra- 
vel 
nouncing staff of CKAC, Montreal. 
One of them replaces Ferdinand 
Biondi, who has been advanced to 
production. 


— + 


have been added to the an- | 





_ RADI 0 





Political Discussion, and How Much Of 
lt, Agitates Canadian Radio System 





Vine Street 
Crosstalk 











Hollywood, Oct. 5 
Orr and Mann 
& Mitchell, pitching 
the county 


Holiner, of 
Coast 


strip 


Bob 
Lennen 
headquarters in 
just outside of Hollywood. 

Los Angeles Soap Co. withdraws 
sponsorship of Gus Edwards’ ‘School 
Days of the Air’ over KFWB and 
KNX (Hollywood), Oct. 10, after 
13 weeks Looking around for a 
script show 

Bob Lusk on the Coast 
Post Toasties tieups with 
Disney for Benton & Bowles. 


Norman Best dispatched to Coast 


lining up 


radio production duties of Blaine 
Butcher, who returns to New York 
to whip up a new show. 


corner of Danny Danker’s Hollywood 
office. 

Ray Sullivan, account executive 
on Cocomalt for Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
in Hollywood for the opening Joe 
Penner broadcast. 

Myron Kirk hiked back east after 
setting the Edward G. Robinson dra- 





matic series from Hollywood for 
Lever Bros.’ Rinso. 

Milt Gross tagged by William 
Esty agency to write scripts for 
| ‘Oakie College.’ 

Earle Ferris making his first 


| Hollywood call in five years. 

John Barrymore will have the 
| highlights of his picture career dra- 
| matized on the Feg Murray airshow 
| Oct. 17. 

Walter Huston goes for a guest 
shot on Kraft music hall Oct. 14. 

Don Gilman and Danny Danker 
laid out the Community Chest quota 
for L. A. radio trade. 

Virginia Lindsay departed KNX 
(Hollywood) publicity staff for a 
berth with Helen Ferguson office to 
| handle radio contacts for her clients. 


| 


| Tom Harrington took to crutches 
|to keep going after cracking an 
ankle. 


Bill Bacher aided J. L. Rawlinson 
in the production of last week’s 
Vick’s Open House by arrangement 
| with Metro. 

Irene Rich absenting herself from 
| Hollywood for four weeks of per- 
sonals for her sponsors at food shows 
in the east. 

| Herman Bernie getting fed up on 


| 





; 
| 
| 


studio cancellations of guesters he 
lines up for brother Ben’s broad- 
cast. 

Francia White hopped east to 


| audition for a utility-bankrolled 
show. 
| Edgar Bergen and ‘Charlie Mc- | 


| Carthy’ set for solo spots on Rudy 


Vallee’s broadcasts from Hollywood. 
Betty Furness fitted into a guest 
| niche on Bing Crosby’s Krafter this 
| week. 
Harold Saz installed as sound ef- 
|fects head at National Broadcasting 
Hollywood studio. He will handle 


the Metro-Maxwell House program 
among other duties. 

Willis Cooper trying his hand at 
scenarizing the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
uirers. 

Ben Larsen producing Al Jolson 
show Hollywood, relieving Tiny 
Ruffner, who has supervision of 
three Ruthrauff & Ryan Coast 
shows. 

Murray Bolen and Charles Flesher 


augmenting Young & Rubicam pro- 


Walt | duction staff in Hollywood. 


George Corey has the most com- 


| plete medicine chest of any Holly- 


by Lennen & Mitchell, taking over | 


Elwood Whitney, art director of 
J Walter Thompson crayoning 
film beauts for Lux layouts in a} 





| which is split evenly in program and |} 
| production departments every Friday. | ADMISH VISUAL 


| stimulate added 


wood air scripter. 


WHIO SETS. UP 





WEEKLY KITTY, 


Dayton, O., Oct. 5. 
Execs at WHIO have concocted a 
novel bonus scheme designed to 


interest in com- 
mercial plugs among the program 
and production department boys. 
Advertisers pay a service charge of 
two bits per announcement, 50 cents 
per five minutes, and $1 for other 
time units in addition to regular card 
rate, 

Added dough goes 


into a_ kitty 


| 
| 


Stack-Goble Finds Out 


Buffalo, Oct. 5. 
In advance of General Hugh S. 
Johnson's debut as a radio commen- 
| tator, Stack-Goble agency handling 
| the account sent a letter to Louis 
| W. Kaiser, director of WEBR here. 








Suggested that WEBR, carrying 
| Johnson's talks, might make a fine 
| tie-up with the Times, Scripps- | 


| Howard daily, which runs Johnson’s | 


newspaper column. 


What the agency likely didn’t 
| know is that WEBR is owned by the 
| Buffalo Evening News, afternoon 


opposish to the Times. 





ST 


ACE-HIGH SPOT PROGRAMS 


Our affiliation with “the Nation's Station” 
gives WSAI extraordinary talent, together 


with an experienced creative staf. 


eROBERT @. JENNINGS, in charge of Sales and Programs. 
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~ Reporters Grumble, Radio Purr 


|'That Justice Black Broadcast Had Various Trade 
Aspects ~ 





Washington, Oct. 5. 
Hottest competition the broad- 
casting business has witnessed was 
staged by two major networks last 
week in gaining credit for the un- 
| precedented address by Justice Hugo 


CBS outmaneuvered the opposition 
in distributing text of the speech to 
the disgruntled reporters. 
NBC announced it would up 
transcripts after the airing but CBS 


Initially 
dish 


L. Black defending his right to @/} came back with declaration _ it 
\life-long $20,000-a-year Supreme| would have exclusive hold on ad- 
Court perch. vance copies. Latter also scored 
With President Roosevelt's Ry another point in playing a leading 
pointee dealing newspapers their) part in determining where the 
|soundest face slap, webs were in- speech would be made 
spired to exceptional vigor to out- Radio crews worked under some 
maneuver each other for whatever | gifficulty arranging for the broad- 
advantage could be obtained. cast. Given only a few hours’ no- 


Trophy for being the first to MUS-| tice about the place where the Jus- 
cle in on the Black furore waS| tice preferred to talk, engineers 
snared by NBC. In face of prec€~/had to rush iines into suburban 


|dent that keeps justices aloof from | Cheyy Chase to the home of Claude 


politics, reporters, and personalities, |. Hamilton, Jr.. Government law- 
NBC execs offered facilities for any| yer friend of the Black family. 
statement he might care to make/ Quarters available for equipment 


even before vessel bearing him back | were not as spacious as could be de- 
from Europe was in sight of land. | sired, while other personal ac- 

Dealt rebuff at the outset when} qyaintances tried to crowd into the 
Black refused to step to the micro- | living room Mikes were placed 
phone upon landing, NBC broke the} grct on an antique table which tot 





(news that he would fireside-chat) tereq under the load, and finally was 
with the people Friday (1). An-| repjaced with a kitchen table. Only 
nouncement came Thursday (30), | 15 announcers and technicians and 
getting as much attention in political | close friends were admitted to the 
and press circles as a major disaster, | impromptu studio, while hordes of 
| with Columbia left in the ruck and | reporters grumblingly waited out- 
| forced to make a ‘me, too’ statement} .ige without Minimsing the - justice 
half an hour later. Mutual finally | 

tagged along with report it was| 


trying to clear the clock and carry | 
the feature. | 
After losing the two first rounds, | 


CINCY’S FIRST 











| 
| - 
| nee’ 
| Cincinnati, Oct. 5. 

Cincy’s first broadcasting show with 
|an admission charge gets under way 
Saturday (9) with the start of a 
weekly series bearing the tag of the | 
|Renfro Valley Barn Dance. Spon- | 
| sored by Pinex, an hour of the 150- | 
| minute program will be aired by the | 


| 
| WLW Line, starting at 7 p.m. Pop | 


SUCCESS STORY No. 4 
WHN 
Original Amateur Hour 








In response to 2 broad- 
casts of the WHN Orig- 


inal Amateur Hour came 
72,900 mailed requests 
for merchandise sam- 
ples. This program, now 
in its 3rd year, is still 
tops in listener-appeal. 


| prices will be charged. To be staged 
|in north wing of Music Hall, which | 


redecorated with barn atmosphere, | 
| Account is handled by Baggaley, Hor- | 
|ton & Hoyt. 

| John Lair, director, and a flock of 
hillbilly talent are on from Chicago 
for the stage show and also for the 
|Pinex barn dance program which 
|started on WLW Sept. 27 to run 
| Mondays through Fridays, 7:45 to 8 
| a.m, Advance ads in amusement 
{columns of the local dailies herald 
}‘an all-star radio cast of more than 
|40, headed by Red Foley and the 
| Girls from the Golden West, and in- 


| 
| seats several thousand and has been | 
| 
| 
| 








cluding WLW = favorities,’ for the | f 

| Saturday night shindigs. | , ae . v 
| Other talent. it is reported, in- | wen 7 affilia- Gs 
|cludes Slim Miller and his rustic | tion with the 


rhythm makers, down from Chicago. | 
From the WLW staff will be McCor- 
mick’s Fiddlers, the Brown County 


Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer stu- 
dios and Loew’s Theatres re- 
‘sults in SHOWMANSHIP! 


Revelers, Slim Smith and His Ari- | " : . 
zona Ranch Riders, and the Drifting | ... Showmanship attracts 
Pioneers. AUDIENCES !... Audiences 





mean SALES for your prod- 
uct in the world’s richest 
market!...Get in touch with 
WHN'’s Program Planning 
Department today. 


Tossed Off Show, Writer | 
Sues L. A. Station for 1606 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Suit for $160,000 against KFAC orn’ 
has been filed by Tom _ Gibson, =e 
author and producer of ‘Doctors | 
Courageous,’ sponsored dramatic 


1540 BROADWAY®- | 
NEW YORK CITY 


series. Gibson charges that after he 
was dismissed the station continued 

















to use the title with other scripters | L 











engaged to provide the material. 

He handled the program for 40 
weeks and allows that priority and 
duration of use entitles him to 
ownership of title. Complaint also 
carries plea for injunction against 
further broadcast of the series under 
that title as it would damage a deal 
now assertedly being negotiated 
the east. 


LO 


Dy CFCF 
VW MONTREAL 


The French - Canadians 
Montreal are not mono- 
linguists! They enjoy Jack 
Benny—Bing and Bob—Vallee 
and Charley Butterworth 
through CFCF. They’ll re- 
ceive and respond to your 
programme too. 


N. B. C. 
RED & BLUE 








in 


in 


Frank Arena Injured 
New Orleans, Oct. 5. 

Frank Arena, veteran radio actor 
and singer of WWL is recovering in 
Hotel Dieu here where he was taken 
Wednesday (29) suffering from head 
injury. 

Meanwhile his partner, Bob Cain, 
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RKO 


Three Pictures 
To Be 
Released 


















THANKS 
Samuel J. Briskin 


Executive Producer 


RKO 


JOE PENNER 


My Second Year 


os ea 


Listen 

















Cocomalt 





CBS Coast to Coast 
Network 


Every Sunday 


3 to 3:30 PM. PST, 
6 to 6:30 P.M. EST, 





THANKS 


Myron Kirk 
Radio Producer 


RUTHRAUFF & 
RYAN, Inc. 








Wm. Morris Agency - - - - 


Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. - - - 
R. B. Davis Company - - - - 
Monroe M. Goldstein - - 





Rockwell O'Keefe, Inc. - - - - 


Personal Representative 


- Pictures 
- s » - Radio 
Advertising Agency 
Sponsor (Cocomalt) 
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Agencies—Sponsors 








Oldsmobile Dealers have signed 
with WWSW, Pittsburgh, for play- 
by-play account of four,away-from- 
home games of Pittsburgh Pirates, 
professional football team. Joe 
Tucker, station’s sports announcer, | 
will handle the description. Account | 
placed direct. 





Max Azen has renewed for 13) 
weeks contract of Sophisticated | 
Ladies on WCAE, Pittsburgh. Twice- 
weekly program features harmony 
trio. Rosenberg Sisters and Jeanne 


Galbraith, in song session. Gals are 
also spotted on Old Shay’s ‘Night at 
Inn’ show on same station but under 
billing of The Three Little Maids 


Baggaley, Herton & Hoyt signa- | 
tured Red Grange for a 15-minute | 
Saturday spot to report football 


scores plugging Hinkley & Schmidt. 
Start is Oct. 2, on WENR, Chicago. | 


| 


Pacquin Laboratories to 
three-a-week transcription series 
over WMAQ, Chicago, beginning | 
Nov. 1. Agency is Wm. Esty Co. 


use a) 
| 
| 


Auspitz & Lee have renewed Evans 
Fur three-a-week musical on WMAQ, 
Chicago. 





Flagstaff Brewing Corp., St. Louis, | 
through Gerdner Advertising Co., | 
starting Oct. 18, for one year, half- 
hour show from network on WHO, | 
Des Moines. 


emia | 
| 
} 


Drug ‘Trade Products, Chicago, 
through Benson & Dall, starting | 
Oct. 18. Half hour programs Mon- | 


days through Saturdays using WHO | 
talent. Also, starting Oct. 2 half 
hour of Sunset Corners Frolic Satur- 


day only on WHO, Des Moines. 





Brown & Williamson Tobacco 
Corp., Louisville, through B.B.D.&0O., 
starting Sept. 25 for seven or nine 
periods ranging from two to three 
hours each with play-by-play ac- 


count of State U. of Iowa football | 


games from playing field, on WHO, 
Des Moines 

Lydia Pinkham, through Erwin 
Wasey for five quarter hours weekly 
on KRNT, Des Moines. 


Pedlar & Ryan placed a 10 times 


weekly one minute’ transcription 
series on WQXR, N. Y. (high brow 
| station) for 26 weeks for Pineoleum 
Co. Martinson’s Coffee, same sta- 
tion’s first sponsor and only one 
running through the year, renewed 


for another year starting Sept. 30. 


York State 





New Milk Publicity 





Bureau has placed on WGY and a | 


dozen other = stations 
transcriptions, first block running 
five times weekly from Sept. 27 to 


Dec. 18. and the second from Jan. 
10 to March 15. J. M. Mathes, Inc., 
is the agency. 


Chrysler Motors is dickering for 
local programs through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. WABC,’N. Y., is among those 
auditioning a 15-minute program. 





Esso Dealers of Roanoke County, 


one-minute | 
|porting Sterling 


Va., are using spot announcements in | 





Important to Actors 





Story on the new Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America 
interchangeability rule, which 
vitally affects all radio per- 
formers, may be found on 
Page 5 of this issue. 











remedy) on WOR, New York, with 
thrice-weekly musical  transcrip- 
tions. Lucky Bowman set. 








California Fig Syrup placing 15- 
minute transcriptions on southern 
stations. Thompson-Koch agency, 
Cincinnati, placing. 

Seven-Up, soda pop, on WOAI, 
San Antonio, with five-a-week quar- 


ter-hour sports’ periods. Pat Fla- 
herty doing the resumes. 
‘Old Family Almanac,’ which 


John Jaeger handles on WNEW, N. 
Y., Monday through Saturday, at 
9:15 a.m., now is being sponsored 
by Minervite. Schillin Advertising 
Corp. handled the deal. 


Youth Center (juve clothiers) sup- 
Counch’s ‘Young 
Folks’ program, one 
tures at WDRC, 

sponsor using 
e. t.’s twice a week. 


Hartford. 


also Magic Island’ 


Kelly Clothing Co., St. Louis, is 
sponsoring a new program, with 
Harry Cool, tenor, and ‘The Har- 
monettes,’ a girl singing trio, over 
KMOX, St. Louis. 

Vapex Co., through Small & Seif- 


lan intensive sales promotion drive | fer, Inc.. New York, signed for seven 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


John Iraci, new owner of WPEN-WRAX, Philadelphia, ran into several 
difficulties when he took possession of the station last week. One tiff grew 
out of his letting out of Charles Stahl, manager, and the other had to do 


with the dismissal of the outlet’s entire staff of 10 announcers. 


Following 


a complaint te the Labor Relations Board, the announcers were re-em- 
ployed, while Stahl is preparing to take his grievances to the local courts. 
No successor to Stahl has been named. 

Under the rehiring agreement the announcers have a closed shop and 


are to receive an increase in pay and shorter hours. 


Iraci is alleged to 


have cleaned house after the announcers had wired him that the station 


was 100% 
bargaining. 


organized and they wanted to meet with him for collective 


Iraci, it is said, has also agreed to meet with the American Communi- 
cations Association to discuss a new contract for the engineers at WPEN- 


WRAX. 


Despite Maxwell 


House Coffee’s tieup with the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


studios, there will be Metro contract stars working on other commercial: 


for some time after the new java series starts 


Nov. 4. General Foods’ 


| exclusive call on the producer's contract players does not affect any pre- 
| vious commitments made by these actors, and in a number of instances, 
it now develops, the commitments extend over months to come. 

Month after Maxwell House has put its alliance with Metro into effect 
it will be faced with the circumstance of one of the Metro’s lot’s topliners 
appearing on the program of a competitive product, Chase & Sanborn 


of oldest fea- | 
Same | 


| between 


covering a period of 10 weeks, | five-minute transcriptions on KFRC, | 
Houck & Co.. of Roanoke. is the |San Francisco, Sundays, starting 
agency. | Nov. 7. 


Schoonmaker Laboratories (cold 





Year’s contract for 401 one-minute 











t 








Myrtle Labbitt, the woman commentator with the “rocking-chair”’ style 


that appeals to ALL women. 


University graduate, Home Economics 


expert and editor, mother and housewife, Myrtle Labbitt KNOWS 


“household problems”: 


Her informal and helpful morning chats draw a 


big audience; her natural but effective way of introducing a sponsor's 
- product is PRODUCING RESULTS for advertisers. 


ture CKLW'S large and responsive woman's audience, include your 
message on Myrtle Labbitt's “Home Chats.” 


Covering thes A NWN forte market 





MEMBER OF THE 


If you want to cap- 





WATTS 
MUTUA 








| 


| 


coffee. 


Clark Gable has a guest date on the latter show Dec. 3. 


Three 


hours earlier of the same Sunday he is scheduled to do a dramatic script 


for International Silverware. 








transcribed announcements on KYA, 


San Francisco, has been signed by 
H. R. Jessup, Oakland, Cal., for La 
Vida water. Placed direct. 


Vermont Maid Syrup, through J. 
Walter Thompson, New York, spot- 
ting 102 transcribed announcements 
Oct. 1, 1937, and Nov. 29, 
KFRC, San Francisco. 


1938, on 


American Popcorn Co., through 
Coolidge Advertising, Des Moines, 
a., set five-minute transcribed pro- 
grams Sundays, starting Oct. 17, on 


| KFRC, San Francisco, 


| cludes 
| Joymakers,’ 


| Only’ 


| 











BROADCASTING SYSTEM. 


WNEW, New York, new biz in- 
Alkine Laboratories on “The 
the American Institute 
of Food Products on ‘For Women 
show, Minervite (Nostane 





| Products) for the ‘Old Family Al- 


manac,’ all from Schillin Advertis- 
ing; Jules Chain Stores, for ‘Earl 
Harper’s Paramount Party,’ Klinger 
Agency; Olson Rug Co., on ‘Make- 
Believe Ballroom,’ Rambeau Co., 
Chicago; Eagle Tire Co.; for Earl 
Harper’s ‘Sportoscope,’ via Ravett 
Agency; and Slater’s, Inc., Alvin 
Austin Agency, for ‘Joymakers.’ 

New live talent show is ‘Sunday 
Swing Concert,’ which Madison Per- 
sonal Loan started last Sunday (3), 
with Klinger Advertising Co. as 
sponsor. Spot announcements have 
been set by Darrigo Bros. Neff- 
Rogow, Inc., while Busch’s Credit 
Jewelry has contracted for 77 spot 
announcements per week for a year, 
this being a renewal. 


Montgomery Ward has renewed 
the ‘Daily Messenger’ program on 
KSTP, Minneapolis, for another year 
but this time making it five quarter- 
hour periods a week. New after- 


noon series but be mostly institu- 
tional. 





Save-the-Baby, William W. Lee & 
Co. cough preparation, using blocks 
of 100 dramatized announcements 











vver a 20-week period. Set by 


r Leighton & Nelson on 10 stations, to 


start Oct. 11. Calls for the use of 
WGY, WSYR, WGR, WIBX, WNBF 
and WHEC in New York State; 
WTIC, Connecticut; WMVA, West 
Virginia; WBZ-A, Massachusetts, 
and WNBX, Vermont. Only WGY, 
WEZ-A and WNBX were employed 
last year. 

‘A Year Gone By’ began to un- 
fold en WGY Oct. 5, under the spon- 
sorship of Kimmey’s Bakery of Al- 
bany. Leighton & Nelson is han- 
dling. 


New Departure Coaster Brakes is 
placing chainbreak announcements 
through Lord & Thomas. KDYL, 
Salt Lake City, is among the stations 
that has already been contracted for 
39 of them. 


NBC’s Personnel Slice 


NBC yesterday (Tuesday) applied 
the broom to the statistical depart- 
ment, with the final count of let- 
outs figuring 17 rule-sliders, clerks 
and stenographers. It’s ali part of 
the network’s latest periodic econo- 
my campaign, with the clipping di- 
rected principally at what are rated 
as the unproductive departments. 

Several persons had previously 
been dropped from sales promotion. 





George Clark on WNEW 


WNEW, New York, starts first of 
bi-weekly broadcasts today (6) of 
‘Deadlines,’ which will be presented 
under direction of Charles Martin, 
producer-director Philip Morris’ 
shows. George Clark, N. Y. Daily 
Mirror city editor, and Dave Char- 
ney, reporter on Mirror, will play 
city ed, reporter roles, with scrib- 
bler relating big news of day and 
news behind stories. 

New program set for Wednesday 


and Friday nights at 8:45. 








FACILITIES 


© WKY’s studios outclass anything in the 
Southwest for size and equipment ... From 
microphones to antenna, WKY is RCA high- 


fidelity engineered throughout. 


Its staff, fa- 


cilities and performers are geared to the 


production of 


air 


entertainment enjoyed 


most and responded to best in this area. 


WKY beats all in Oklahoma, too, in cover- 


programming, 
volume of local and national business. 
most important of all 


showmanship, and _ in 


But 


All How It Pays Out for Advertisers! 


10) .4 F745 (0). 5: Olu 4 


AFFILIATED WITH THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN, OKLAHOMA 
CITY TIMES AND THE FARMER-STOCKMAN® NATIONAL 


@ REPRESENTATIVE 


E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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~~ KOL-CBS-KIRO Tangle Still 


Is 





Columbia Says Mutual Service as Announced Will 


Violate Its Agreement in Seattle 





Seattle, Oct. 5. 


Archie Taft, v.p. of station KOL, 
present Columbia affiliate, has made 
the long awaited announcement that 
the Mutual-Don Lee web hooks into 
this station next Sunday, Oct. 10. 
KOL’s contract with CBS does not 
expire untii Dec. 31 when KIRO 
takes over CBS wires. When asked 
if this station would step into the 
role of Columbia outlet on and after 
Oct. 10, executives of KIRO said that 
any statement anent such a transfer 
would have to come from the CBS 
officials. It is known that equipment 








PURDUE STATION TO 


ENTER COMPETITION? 





Indianapolis, Oct. 5. 

Local radioites are puzzled over 
amendment to recent petition of 
WBAA; West Lafayette (Ind.). now 
before FCC. Amendment asks that 
commish grant permission to move 
studios, or establish new 
in Indianapolis. 

Nothing has been heard locally as 


quarters, 


is in place and wires, already in-|to just why the Purdue University 
stalled, could be hooked to Columbia | operated station wants to come into 
so that no delay would be experi- | the city. Opinion from some sources 
enced as far as these programs com-/}looks with alarm on proposal, as 


ing from a local station was con-/| may mean definite attempt of WBAA | 
to enter the commercial radio field, | 

While KVI, Seattle-Tacoma, CBS|for the first time. 
outlet from Tacoma with studios here, | fore has been strictly non-commer- | 


cerned. 


claims a large local audience, this | cial. 
station does not enter into the con- | 


fusion of Columbia’s outlet caused 
by the KOL jump to Mutual. 

Under the new Mutual Northwest 
web, Carl E. Haymond’s KMO, Ta- 
corm.a, 
mond is president of the new North- 





west Mutual web with Louis Was- 
mer, sec. and treas. 
Columbia’s home office has ap- 


parently given up all hope of ad- 
justing the situation with KOL. It 
reports that KOL has been formally 
advised that the network has no in- 
tention of switching its programs 
from KOL to KIRO until the expira- 
tion of the CBS-KOL contract, Dec. 
31, 1937, and that if KOL takes any 
Mutual programs in the meanwhile 
it will have violated its contract with 
Columbia. 

Tangle may yet be straightened 
out through conversations held when 
the heads of KOL come into New 
York for the general broadcasting 
meeting next week. 





Ray Markey, formerly at WNBH, 
New Bedford, sports casting at 
WTHT, Hartford. 


will clear all programs. Hay-| 


Station hereto- | 





BUICK SATISFIED 


Wilt Continue Sponsorship Bouts 
| Despite Criticism 





Detroit, Oct. 5. 
That Buick will continue sponsor- 
,ing championship fight broadcasts, 
| despite round of criticism heaped on 
| recent airings by Clem McCarthy 
|}and Edwin C. Hill, is seen in an an- 
nouncement made here last week by 


motor car company. 

In revealing details of advertising 
splurge on Buick’s 1938 cars, Corpe 
declared that the company’s ether 
budget will be on a par with 1937. 
And that ‘Buick has completed ar- 
rangements broadcasting the 
,ouis-Max Schmel- 
ing heavyweight championship fight 
when it is definitely scheduled.’ 


Associated Oil Spends 
$250,000 for Football: 
100 Far West Stations 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
Spending $250,000 for station time 
and in payments to western col- 


for 


forthcoming Joe I 


| Hormel Back on WCCO | leges for broadcast privileges at grid 





St. Paul, Oct. 5. 

Disgruntled when its WCCO time 
was taken by the network after day- 
light saving folded for the summer, 
Hormel Packing Co. of. Austin 
(Minn.) canceled six 15-minute spots 
a week over that station. 

Now its bounced right back with 
purchase of three 15-minute ayem 
spots weekly, besides mulling an 
additional three-or-six times a week 
strip at 2 p.m. 





Scanlon Back at CJRM 


Regina, Sask., Oct. 5. 

Radio station CJRM is undergoing 
renovations. Influenced by forthcom- 
ing opening of new CKCK studios. 
Several staff changes. 

Fred Scanlon back to CJRM as 
manager after loan to All Canada 
Radio Facilities, Ltd. Winnipeg. 
Claire Chambers, announcer, goes to 
Winnipeg’s CJRC; Bruce Ogilvie, an- 
nouncer, to Regina from ‘Peg,’ and 
add Bill McDonald to engineering 


! staff. 


games, the Associated Division of 
Tidewater Associated Oil is airing 
play-by-play reports of 90 football 


| contests this season over more than 
100 stations in California, Washing- 
ton, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, 
| Idaho, New Mexico, Arizona and the 
Hawaiian Islands. 
| Cash outlay this year is about 10% 
| higher than in the 1936 season, and 
120% more radio stations are being 
| utilized for this year’s gridcasts. 
| Mikemen signed for the broadcasts 
| include Ernie Smith, Doug Montell, 
| Hal Wolf, Harry Lantry, Frank Bull 
and other coast sportscasters. 
Heavy merchandising campaign is 
being conducted in connection with 
the football broadcasts, including 
distribution to motorists of 750,000 
printed schedules of games, display 
of special posters at all Associated 
gas stations, dealer ads in local news- 
papers, and a radio question-box fea- 
ture with answers posted on dealers’ 
windows the Monday following the 
gridcast. 





|}arranged by advertising manager 
Harold Deal. 


Associated football broadcasts are 





| 


Thomas H. Corpe, ad director for | 








v 


KTSA, SAN ANTONIO, 
EXPANDS PRODUCTION 


San Antonio. Oct. 5. 
Radio Station KTSA having moved 








into new studios in Gunter Hotel, | 
began broadcasting an_ enlarged | 
schedule of locally produced pro- 
|grams Sunday (3). Now has audi- 
torium studio seating 150 guests, a | 
smaller studio for regular produc- 
tions, a small announcers’ studio and 
| clients’ audition room, a reception 
room, a music library, news room | 
|and announcers’ office. Station has | 


| personnel of 35. 


| 
} 
] 


| 
} 


| $18,000 





Sunday’s opening ceremonies was 
attended by thousands of citizens in- 
cluding the Mayor and city com- 
missioners. 


$18,000 Frisco Budget 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
Transcribed series of dramas to be 
used by the Electric Appliance So- 


ciety in a special campaign this 
month are being written and pro 
duced at KSFO, local CBS outlet, 


by production manager J. C. Morgan. 

Campaign, during which about 
will be spent for time on 
bay area transmitters, out of a total 
expenditure of $40,000, will plug new, 
high fidelity radios. 


Adele Starr Active 

Cleveland, Oct. 5 
Dorothea Beckloff, who used to 
broadcast over the networks as Adele 
Starr, returns to local air on new 
weekly variety show over WTAM 
for I. J. Fox, the furrier. Program 
will also have Rex Griffith, tenor, 
formerly with WLW; Pinky Hunter; 
Myron Roman’s Band. 

Hollywood screen 

by Sidney Andorn. 


chat will be 


Woolley Resumes at NBC 
Easton C. Woolley has rejoined 


NBC stations relations department. 
Left couple years ago to manage 
WWJ, Detroit. 





Phone Girls Work WCPO Request Show 
In Full View of the Cincinnati Public 


Cincinnati, Oct. 5. 


A new weekday morning hodge- 
podge of piano and organ caperings, 
singing of old and new pop tunes, 
and hillbilly hoedown, that carries 
on for three hours, was inaugurated 
last week by WCPO, of the Scripps- 
Howard chain. Labeled the Six to 
Niners club, the 180-minute stanza 
has Andre Carlon as m.c Harry 
Ogden, recently engaged as the sta 
tion’s first staff musician, hits the 
ivories and handles the console. Ken 


Beghold, announcer, doubles as 
ongster Hillbilly combos ares 
shoved in, catch as catch can 
Entire routine is ad lib. 


Listeners are frequently invited to 
telephone in requests for vocal and 
instrumental renditions. As a bal- 
lyhoo, two telephone operators are 
seated in the display window of the 
station’s studio, occupying a store- 


room in the Keith building, in the 
heart of the theatre district. An 
outside sign explains what they're 
doing. Stunt is a traffic blocker. 

Peak number of telephone calls 
in a day thus far is 470, says Bill 
Kirkendale, manager. 

Period is cut into quarter hours 


for commercials, five of which were 
sold by Saturday (2). Sponsors get 
their names on the front window, 
On the air they receive three 200- 
word announcements, with ad lib 
plugs entwined. 

Exploitation prizes are offered. A 
Philco radio set weekly for the best 
four-line jingle on the program's 
sponsors. A grand prize of $500 in 
merchandise for the winning jingle 
in 13 weeks. 

To publicize the Six to Niners 
Club and its news programs, the sta- 
tion is using trailers in five neigh- 
borhood cinemas, 

10-Language Sullivan 
Schenectady, Oct. 5. 

Nelson Selby, accordionist, and 

Mickey Sullivan, tenor and guitar- 


ist, recently at the Club Petite, 
Schenectady, are a new WGY act, 
Sullivan claims to sing in 10 lane 
guages. 
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City of Chicago May Have Director 
Of Educational Radio for Adults 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Meeting of representatives froin 
all Chicago radio stations has been 
called for today (5) by Dr. Harry 
Johnson, head of Chicago Board of 
Education, regarding a continuance 
»f the educational programs pro- 


juced during the recent infantile 
paralysis epidemic. 
Programs were produced 


grade schoolers, while schools were 
closed because of the recent epi- 
demic. Future programs aim at adult 
seducation. To this end, Dr. Johnson 
is said to be preparing to ask the 
city council to create the office of 
radio director in the Chicago Board 
of Education. 
This office will concern itself pri- 
marily with adult education in radio, 
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with MARJORIE WHITNEY 


BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM 
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but be ready, in case of emergency, 
to cater to kiddies. It will outline 
certain courses, not only in the three 
k’s, but in art appreciation as well. 
All courses will be arranged by 
grades, presented in proper sequence, 
and aired by experts in the different | 
subjects, chosen from among Chi- 
cago educators. A complete super- | 


for | Vising and checking service, a sys-| 


tem of examinations, and eee 
schedules are to be worked out. 

There have been several ate 
in plans since last week. At that) 
time, Dr. Johnson said he would like | 
to see the programs continued, but 
he knew that radio time cost money, | 
so he hoped that stations would go | 
out and find sponsors who would | 
like to have this new type children’s | 
program. 

Since then, Dr. Johnson _ has 
learned that radio stations operate 
in the convenience of public neces- 
sity, and are, therefore, quite will- 
ing to donate time. 

Also, it seems now, with the kids 
back at school, it would be wiser to | 
direct the stuff to adults. With these 
things in mind; the meeting was 
called today, and station men will 
be asked to contribute any ideas 
they have. 

Newspapers felt a little hurt that | 
they hadn’t been asked, since they’ve 
co-operated through the current 
series by printing both lesson sum- 
maries, questions and answers, 
publicity. 








Educational Shortwave, 
Boston to So. America, 


Due to Start Oct. 15 





Washington, Oct. 5. 

New series of educational pro- 
grams for Latin American dial- 
twisters debuts Oct. 15 under joint 
sponsorship of Pan American Union 
and World Wide Broadcasting Foun- 
dation, Boston. Beginning fortnight 
later, features will be aired weekly 
via WIXAL. 





anji|P.T.A. programs, 





Roster of guest speakers for the 
send-off includes Secretary of State 
Hull, chairman of the Union govern- 
ing board; Ecuadorian Ambassador 
Capt. Colon .Eloy Alfaro, and Dr. 
William Mather Lewis, president of 
Lafayette College. 

Well-known intellectuals and civic 
leaders, as well as diplomats, from 
the U. S. and member countries of 
‘the Union will dress up the future 
menu. Transcriptions will be made 


‘in South American countries and 





shipped to Boston for use in pro- 
gram building. Spanish, Portuguese 
and. French features contemplated. 
Station which will be the outlet 
currently is one of three applicants 
for the four government short-wave 


| spots being released for experimental 


| use on non-commercial basis. 





Gordon Wilcox, ex-WHDH, Boston, 
and Alison Tripp hired for spieling 


}and continuity writing, respectively, 


}at WATR, Waterbury, Conn. 








By JANE WEST 
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RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER JEARS avo [{EART-THROBS 
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LISTEN TWICE DAILY eee, 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
fac Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 


COAST TO COAST 
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MGT.. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 
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| be 
| proposed plan, 


| Lookout 


| 


j}lanta, announcing staff. 


PEDAGOGS’ SESSION 
IN CHICAGO NOV. 29 


Drake Hotel, Chicago, on Nov. 29, 
30 and Dec. 1 will have the second 
annual conference on Educational 
Broadcasting. George Zook of 
American Council on Education will 
preside at several sessions. 

Walter Dill Scott and Robert 
Hutchins, toppers, respectively, at 
Northwestern and Chicago univer- 
sities will participate. 


AIR - PEDAGOGS 
SUSPECT EACH 
OTHER 


St. Paul, Oct. 5. 
Local public school officials are 
shying away from using radio time. 
probably remembering too keenly 
recent experience of donating 











their 
public school talent for commercial 
which 


programs, a_ practice went 


flooey when both Minneapolis and 
St. Paul educational boards tabooed 
it on behest of a flood of letters de- 
crying it. 

In a recent confab with WCCO’s 
| production dept., regarding plans for 
the annual series of school and 
pedagogs stated 
they had had more requests from lo- 
cal stations for spots than they 
could fill and voiced their opinion 
that stations were merely trying to 
fill in idle time with educational pro- 
grams. 

When WCCO bigwigs cracked that 
there was no such thing as ‘idle time’ 
and that their sole aim in offering 
free time to schools was to render 
public service, pedagogs. came off 
their high horse. At WCCO’s sug- 
gestion, schools will determine and 
build the type of program they feel 
should go over the air, rather than 
have outsiders try to reflect the edu- 
cational system’s work second-hand. 

It’s a cinch, however, that there’ll 
be no more donated school talent on 
commercial programs. 





Cleveland, Oct. 5. 

Stations WHK and WCLE will 
tie up safety campaign with high 
school radio workshop this season. 
A series of eight broadcasts drama- 
tizing traffic accidents is planned. 

The school radio groups will 
present scripts for the broadcasts. 
The best ones will be aired, with 
the winning schools _ receiving 
plaques. 





Buffalo, Oct. 5. 

New novelty broadcast on WKBW 
each M-W-F at 5:30 ties in with 
general Buffalo traffic safety cam- 
paign. 

Equipped with a mobile short 
wave unit (W8XAZ) Spieler - Sig 
Smith and Police Lieut. Tom Mc- 
Mahon cruise the downtown streets 
for 15 minutes, stopping and talk- 
ing to motorists about traffic rules 
and also occasionally catching a 
violator and giving him a dressing 
down before the mike—sans pro- 
fanity. 


DON WITHYCOMB PUTS 
IN EDUCATIONAL DEPT. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

With recent success of radio as 
educational medium during Chi in- 
fantile scare, WFIL here planning 
new aggressive educational policy. 
Don Withycomb, g.m., has named 
Margaret Schaeffer, production di- 
rector, to head a new ‘Educational 
Division.’ 

Plans have been completed with 
Board cf Education for twice weekly 
vocational series, to be conducted 
by studes.themselves..They will plan, 
produce and announce programs 
under guidance of Miss Schaeffer. 

Two other series are being de- 
vised now. One will deal entirely 
with civics and relation to municipal 
affairs and will feature weekly tour 
of a government department, with a 
city official at the mike. Radios will 
installed in all schools, under 
so that airings sup- 
plement schoolbooks. 











John H. Clark, former emcee at 
Mountain hotel, Chatta- 
nooga, latest addition to WATL, At- 














—— 





Educational Viewpoint 





Frank Ernest Hill is‘the author. 


cation. 


der a master plan. 


guaranteed educational programs. 


vantage. 





American Assn. for Adult Education has published ($1.25) a com- 
mentary on the set-up in educational radio entitled ‘Listen and Learn,’ 


Summarizing, he urges as a solution of the present ‘unsatisfactory’ 
relationship of commercial radio and education these points: 
(a) Commercial radio should fully admit a responsibility to edu- 


(b) That responsibility should go beyond mere giving of time and 
should include music, staff production, etc. 
(c) A set schedule of programs should be prepared in advance un- 


(d) Good hours, fixed hours and full network clearance should be 


Hill's book displays a fairly realistic knowledge of what goes on in 
commercial radio and also takes note of the 
agreement among pedagogs on just what educational radio is or ought 
to be and that faculty members have often been indifferent, 
lessly prepared to broadcast, heedless of rehearsals and in general 
have not either appreciated opportunities offered or 
On the other hand the stations have given them stepchild 
treatment, undesirable time, no cooperation and so on. 

Hill’s book is the first volume on broadcasting to quote among its 
sources the new Variety Radio Directory issued six weeks ago. 


fact that there is no 
care- 


taken full ad- 








Education Dept. Demands 
3 Hours Daily on WGST, 


Now Under State’s Wing 


Atlanta, Oct. 5. 

Everybody’s gonna want a finger 
in the time-pie of state-owned 
WGST, Columbia outlet here, if and 
when Commonwealth of Georgia 
takes over its actual operation, for 
which purpose a State Radio Com- 
mission was created at last session of 
General Assembly. 

Gov. E. D. Rivers announced that 
station would be used to advertise 
Georgia to rest of nation, newly 
created State Highway Patrol ex- 
pects to use it to aid in catching 
criminals, Department of Agriculture 
plans to broadcast crop reports and 
quotations, etc. 

Now comes the State Department 
of Education with fts bid for two or 
three hours per day on WGST for 
L. L. Perry, of Education Depart- 
ment, precedes Southwide confer- 
ence on use of radio and motion pic- 
tures in education here Oct. 15-16, 
which is expected to attract 1,000 
people interested in movement to 
Atlanta. 

Among leaders backing plan to 
hook up WGST with education is 
Lambdin Kay, general manager of 
WSB, Atlanta Journal’s station. 





School for Broadcasters 
Sponsored in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Oct. 5. 

New WGR ‘Little Show’ starts 
Sunday (10) at 3 p.m., with Alan 
Savage in charge of production, Idea 
behind the show is a radio school 
to train writers, actors, announcers 
and novelty acts for future profes- 
sional engagements. 

There is no charge for the instruc- 
tion which members of the WGR 
staff give prior to the actual pro- 
duction of the show. Amateurs who 
appear on the ‘Little Show’ are given 
further professional coaching if their 
air performance holds promise and 
will later be given programs of their 
own on spots on established pro- 
grams on a paid professional basis. 
Howard’s jewelry store sponsors, 


NBC Nails Salzburg 


NBC has renewed for the ex- 
clusive rights to the Salzburg Music 
Festival for the next two years. John 
Royai, the network’s program chief, 
paved the way for the clinch during 
his recent visit abroad. 

Same web started bringing over 
the series two years ago. 











KONO broadcasted the Ringling 
Brothe2r-Barnum-Bailey circus from 
the grounds Saturday. Station Man- 
ager Gene Roth did the job with 


Announcers Bill Laurie and George | 


Downs. 


Wilmar Simpson, one-time KTSA 
ahnouncer in San Antonio, has joined 
Tommy Blake’s combo, formerly at 
the Gunter hotel in that city, as 
trombonist and vocalist. 


WENDELL 
HALL 


NOW 
FOX, DETROIT 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 








Featuring 


His Latest, “One Kyed Love,” Shapire 
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IT’S FUNNY. 


The Midget was the highest paid 
freak in the museum, still he 
was always short. 











It’s ORIGINAL, Too—And Plenty 
More on Hand 


BILL THOMAS 


WRITING ORIGINALS 


Address: Box 4, Variety, New York 


JOE 
RINES 


MAESTRO-COMEDIAN 
And His Orchestra 
OPENING FRENCH CASINO 
NEW YORK, OCTOBER 14TH 




















GRUEN WATCH PROGRAM 
NBC Red, 5:30-6 P. M, 
Brunswick EE we de er 
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Boston. 
Engagement. 





"LARRY THORNTON 


Tenor and M.C. ; 


Just Concluded 15 Weeks, Third Return Engagement, The Mayfair, 
Opening Oct. 10—Stork Club, Providence, Third Return 


Broadcasting—Inter-City Network 
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LOCAL 
FLAVOR 


means 


LOCAL 
FAVOR! 


“Community News 
and Views” 


This program goes on the air 
from WFBR six times a week— 
1 to 1:30 P.M. It features music, 
news and interviews from the self- 
contained, self-conscious “cities 
within a city’ that make up met- 
ropolitan Baltimore. 


“Local flavor means 
| local favor” 


Newspaper tie- 
ups with 7 county 
papers 


Newspaper tie-ups with seven 
leading Maryland county news- 
papers have made a hit with ad- 
vertisers as well as listeners in 
the following thriving Maryland 
communities: Cambridge, Ches- 
tertown, Crisfield, Denton, Havre 
de Grace, Towson and Westmin- 
ster. 


“Local flavor means 


local favor” 


Movie tie-ups with 
7 nelghborhood 


theatres 


Neighborhood movie houses 
carry a loyal and partisan clien- 
tele. Trailers on the screen seen 
by these folks means a friendlier 
acceptance of your product when 
it’s advertised over WFBR. 


“Local flavor means 


local favor” 
® 


Complete mobile 
radio station 


A broadcasting studio that goes 
to the source of news; covers spe- 
cial events; tours outlying towns. 
Equipped with studio, control 
room and short wave transmitter. 
Plans are now being made to visit 
every city, town and hamlet in 
Maryland. 


“Local flavor means 
local favor” 


Why net cash in en 
WFBR’s local faver? 


RATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 











| F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Oct. 5. 

California: KMPC, Beverly Hills, granted modifica- 

| tion of license to change name te KMPC, the Station 
of the Stars. 

Connecticut: WNBC, New Britain, granted power 
change from 250 watts days to 250 watts nights, 1 kw 
days, change in hours of operation from days to un- 
limited, installation of directional antenna and changes 
in equipment, Commish supporting Examiner M. H. 
Dalberg. 

Honolulu: Honolulu Broadcasting Co., Ltd., Honolulu 
| application for new station to be operated on 1010 ke 
| with 250 watts dismissed at applicant’s request; KGMB, 
| Honolulu, application for frequency shift from 1320 to 
| 580 ke dismissed at request of applicant. 

Idaho: KTFI, Twin Falls, granted extension of special 
experimental authority to operate with 1 kw nights, 
from Nov. 1 to Jan. 1. 

Iowa: WHO, Des Moines, granted special experi- 
mental authority to use 50 ke transmitter for experi- 
nental transmission facsimile signals, 12 midnight to 
6 a.m., CST, daily on regularly assigned frequency of 
1000 kc; The Rapids Broadcasting Co., Cedar Rapids, 
denied new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 
100 watts, Examiner George H. Hill sustained. 

Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge, present license ex- 
tended on temporary basis only for period ending Nov. 
1, pending action on renewal application. 

Minnesota: WLB, University of Minnesota, Minne- 
apolis, granted frequency change from 1250 to 760 ke, 
power boost from 1 kw to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, 
change hours from specified to sharing with WCAL, 
Northfield, install new equipment and make changes in 
antenna, Examiner P. W. Seward sustained; WTCN, 
Minneapolis Broadcasting Corp., Minneapolis, granied 
change of hours from specified to unlimited, on 1250 
ke with 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, Commish sustaining 
Examiner Seward; WCAL, St. Olaf College, Northfield, 
granted frequency change from 1250 ke to 760 ke, 
juice-jump from 1 kw nights, 2% kw days, to 5 kw, 
change hours of operation from specified to sharing 
with WLB, Minneapolis, make changes in equipment 
and install new antenna, Commish upholding Examiner 
Seward. 

Nebraska: KGKY, A. W. Hilliard, Scottsbluff, granted 
authority to transfer control of Hilliard Co., Inc., from 

| present stockholders to L. L. Hilliard. 

New York: NBC granted two new relay stations, to 
be operated on 1606, 2022, 2102 and 2758 kc, with 100 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Louisiana: Expansion of WSMB, New Orleans, to in- 
clude construction of a new broadcast station was ad- 
vocated last week by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. 
Group’s plea for a transmitter to be operated on 1500 
ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, was based on 
asserted desire to render local service to the New 
Orleans public. At present tied up with NBC, WSMB 
ise unable to give satisfactory service of a local nature 
without abandoning certain national programs, testi- 
mony showed. Cancellation of contracts by large na- 
tional advertisers resulted from an attempt to supply 
local service, according to Dalberg’s report. 

Owned by two corporations, the Maison Blanche 
Company and Saenger Theatres Corp., WSMB showed 
assets of $98,154 and proposed erection of a new trans- 
mitter costing between $11,000 and $19,000. Fact that 
one of the six directors of the Saenger Theatres chain 
was a British subject would not affect transaction, Dal- 
berg claimed, and granting of the request ‘would be 
entirely in consonance with the provisions of Section 
| 310 (a) of the Communications Act of 1934.’ 

Granting of the application would cause ‘small 

amount’ of objectionable interference, in the event a 

pending application for a station at Bogalusa, La., 





should be granted, Dalberg admitted, and would pre- | 
clude granting of another application from New Or- | 
leans for the same facilities requested by WSMB. 

Counsel for New Orleans transmitter was Paul D. | 
P. Spearman and Horace L. Lohnes. | 

Texas: Okay for an elaborate station at Houston, to | 
be owned and operated by a millionaire minister, was | 
recommended to the commish by Examiner Tyler | 
Berry. Request of Dr. William States Jacobs—minister | 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, oil and cattle- 
man, student and philanthropist—for a one-kilowatter 
to be operated on 1220 kc, should be greenlighted, 
Berry said, because of unusual educational and civic 
programs proposed by Dr. Jacobs and fact that three 
existing Houston transmitters devote greater portion of 
their time to chain broadcast. 

With an estimated net worth of $1,150,000, Presby- 
terian cleric proposes to invest up to $300,000 in the 
station, erection of which would cost approximately 
$25,000. 

Station programs would be primarily devoted to wel- 
fare work of the state, according to Berry's report, 
with impartial presentation of ‘all questions affecting 
the public interest, and public discussions of all char- 
acter, labor disputes and controversial subjects 
elevating and inspirational religious programs,’ etc. 

Limitation of the service of the proposed station to 
approximately the 3.1 millivolt per meter contour for 
10% of the time, through interference with WREN and 
KFKU, Lawrence, Kans., would not, in Berry’s esti- 
mation, outweigh advantages to the community which 
would accrue from granting of the application. 

John Walsh and John Wattawa appeared as counsel 
in behalf of the applicant. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: WBRC, Birmingham, involuntary transfer 
of control of corporation from Marcellus D. Smith, Jr.. 
deceased, to Eloise H. Smith, executrix: Birmingham 
News Co., Birmingham, two new relay broadcast sta- 
tions to be operated on 31,100, 34,600, 37,600 and 40,600 
ke with 2 watts. 

California: KEHE, Los Angeles, change power from 


i kw nights, 5 kw days, to 5 kw day and night; KIEM, | 


Eureka, authority to transfer control of corporation 
from Harold H. Hanseth to William B. Smullin, Times 
Publishing Co., and Standard Printing Co., 18,750 shares 
common stock; Don Lee Broadcasting System, area of 


Southern California, two new relay stations to be oper- | 


ated on 31,100, 34,600, 37,600 and 40,600 ke with 2 watts: 
Mollin Investment Co., Huntington Park, new station 
to be operated on 1160 ke with 100 watts, days only; 
Kenneth H. Thompson, Whittier, new station to be 
operated on 1170 ke with 100 watts, limited time to 
WCAU, Philadelphia. 

Colorado: Mountain Top Trans Radio Corp., Denver, 


new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts | 


nights, 250 watts days. 


Florida: WTAL, Tallahassee, boost day power from 
100 to 250 watts. 


Illinois: WHBF, Rock Island, install directional an- | 


tenna for night use, jump juice from 100 watts nights, | 
250 watts days, to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, change | 
frequency from 1210 to 1240 kc; WCLS, WCLS, Inc., | 
Joliet, transfer control of corporation from R. W. Hoff- | 
man to L. W. Wood, 51%. | 

fewa: Clinton Broadcasting Corp., Clinton, new sta- | 
tion to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, | 
250 watts days. | 

Nebraska: KGFW, Kearney, install new transmitter, | 
erect vertical antenna, boost day power from 100 to | 
250 watts. 

New Yerk: Sentinel Broadcasting Corp., Syracuse, 
new station to be operated on 620 ke with 500 watts, 
using directional antenna nights. 

Nerth Carolina: Piedmont Broadcasting Corp., Salis- 
bury, new station to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 
watts, days only. 











WMCA 


2 2 ducats to the Rose 


a” Bowl ... and all ex- 
S penses paid...is top 
prize in big football 

contest being spon- 


sored by Sobol Bros. 15 weekly awards 
for best prognostications on nation’s 
grid scores. For details, stop at any 
Sobol Bros. Gas Station ... or tune in 
the Sobol Sports Review at 6:30. 


Saturday... Yale Bull- 
dog greets Penn Quak- om 
ers! Sponsor Socony, ; 

Agent Getchell and 

Station WMCA invite you to tune in. 
Incidentally, all of the Yale games are 
being broadcast over WMCA excla- 
sively in New York. 


Noteworthy among this weeks premi- 
eres is the SEVEN O'CLOCK REVIEW 
presented by Madison Personal Loan. 
Talent includes Brusiloff’s 14-piece 
| orch., Jane Clifton, Bob Parker, Jack 
Eigen and Guest Stars. Sponsor made 
radio debut last Feb. with spot an- 
nouncements. Upped time to 5, then 15 
minute periods as adv. began clicking. 


Agency copy-writers and radio-scrip- 

tors have been spotted among contes- 

tants in BARNEY'S new quiz-bee, titled 

“yOU DON’T SAY!”. 

9 Come up to our stu- 

iy j dios at 9 some night 

ay and test your skill pro- 

s nouncing such words 

as ennui, assignor, fracas, inveigle. 

| There's a Benrus wrist watch in it for 
you...if you win, 





| Frankie Basch and Martin Starr, 
WMCA Street Interview Team, are 
stirring up plenty of lather asking 
passers-by THE question of the day! 


“hae oe. 


Lerry GOMEZ will give his “slants” en 
above question (?) over our mike next 
Monday nite as guest of Dick Fishell. 


WMCA 


Hew Yorks 
Own Stalion 











| How. Chamberlain at KLZ 
Starts Ranchers’ Program 


Denver, Oct. 5. 
With daily opening time set ahead 
to six a. m. Station KLZ is now of- 
fering a program devoted to the 
farmers and ranchers of the region. 
Howard Chamberlain, new Pro- 
duction Manager at KLZ, is han- 


| 


still bothering 


WFIL INSIDE ON EVENT 
NO JOY TO RIVALS' 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. | 
Constitution celebration in Philly 
radio 





since State 


Ever 


<i 80), 





s * 
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_dling the program. He was formerly stepped in to honor the founding 


| at WLS, Chicago, and produced and 
| announced the National Barn Dance. 
| Included on the broadcast will te 
informative data gathered by Bob 
Buchanan, such as crop. reports, 
farming and ranching bulletins to be 
supplied by the Colo. Agricultural 
College. and various governmental 
agencies; early-morning livestock 
estimates and reports; news-flashes 
and weather information: and enter- 
tainment by Captain Ozie and his 
Colorado Rangers. 


Herb Nelson at WBBZ 
| Wichita, Oct. 5. 





Herbert E. Nelson, formerly with 
Cincinnati, several Kansas 
City, Mo., stations and recently with 
the Oklahoma network of Mutual, is 
| the new manazer of station WBBZ at 


Station is owned by Mrs. Adelaide 


' 

j " eoesteamaspnane o 

| Derian St. Gearge Seasoned 

Lynchburg, Va., Oct. 5. 

| Dorian St. George, farmed out to 

| WLVA for two years to gain an- 

nouncing experience, has been 

| switched by _NBC to WMAL in 
Washington as member of the an- 

| nouncing staff. 


fatheyg with a $50,000 appropriation. 
Every special event man in town 
annoyed now becuz it looks like 
WFIL’s headed “or the best of every- 
thing the State does in connex with 
cejebration. 

Topping the State committee is 
Albert M. Greenfield, owner of 
Philly’s largest real estate business. 
Vice-prez of Albert M. Greenfield 
Company is Sam Rosenbaum, who 
is also prez of WFIL. WFIL is half- 
owned by Lit Brothers, 


appointed to take charge of radio 
for the State celebration committee 
is Joe Connelly, who by coinci- 
dence is p.a. and special events man 
for WFIL. 

First burn other stations got was 
last week. Arrangements were made 
to have governor and other biggies 
|lay wreaths and make speeches at 
| grave of Constitution writer. WFIL 
sent out publicity that it would carry 
the show. 





nelly called all the other outlets in 


| the offer. 





which in| 
turn is owned by Greenfield. And | 





After this publicity was out, Con- | 


town and offered them the program, | 
too. State agreed to pay wire charges | 
with WFIL: pumping and collecting | 
service fee. Everybody turned down | 
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WE ARE! 


if you could see the letters we receive 
complimenting us on the wide variety of 
shows we originate, you'd agree we have 
a right to feel pretty good. 


REPRESENTATIVE: 


THOMAS PATRICK, INC. 


HOTEL CHASE, ST. LOUIS 


NEW YORK 


PAUL H. RAYMER CO. 
CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 
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haw of Post-Dated ‘Reasons 
For F.C. C. Decisions Is Up 
But Probably Doomed Anyhow 





Washington, Oct. 5. 

A definite court ruling concerning 
the legality of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission’s procedure, 
in deciding broadcast cases first, 
and later adopting reasons for the 
decision, neared last week with the 
filing of briefs in the St. Louis case. 


Packed with significance for disap- 
pointed applicants and for broadcast- 
ang attorneys throughout the coun- 
try, highly controversial question of 
procedure” is nub of dispute over 
grant of new station to the St. Louis 
Star-Times. Decision, which was at- 
tacked several weeks ago by WIL, 
St. Louis transmitter owned by Mis- 
souri Broadcasting Corp., was de- 
fended this week by Commish law 
staff. 

Issue of constitutionality of the 
Communications Act is raised in the 
proceeding, which will definitely 
establish whether the Commish shall 
continue to think up reasons for its 


orders several weeks after their 
publication. 

Uncomfortable spot ‘which the 
Commish now occupies _ resulted 


directly from squabbie between the 
Star-Times and WIL. Commish 
order—okaying rag’s request for a 
new station on 1250 ke. with 1 kw. 
power and tossing out WIL pleas for 
a change from 1200 to 1250 kc. and 
power boost from ‘100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, to 1 kw. all times— 
was published Sept. 22, last year, but 
Federal body neglected to issue its 
statement of facts and grounds for 
decision until Oct. 7. 


Defense of the practice, which al- 
ready has been frowned on in the 
courts and is studiously avoided by 
the Securities and. Exchange Com- 
mission and the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, was made Thurs- 
day (30) in 30-page brief filed by 
Hampson Gary, F.C.C, general coun- 
sel, and two aides. Commish was 
entirely within its rights, Gary 
claimed, because under the Com- 
munications Act ‘it is apparent that 
the only ‘finding’ the Com- 
mission is required to make...is that 
of ‘public interest, convenience and 
necessity.’ 

Commish’s Brief 

Flatly denying charges of Louis G. 
Caldwell and Donald C. Beelar, WIL 
counsel, that the decision was not 
preceded or based on any finding of 
fact, Commish brief contains an 
elaborate explanation of why it is 
entirely proper for Communications 
Commissioners to issue an order 





several weeks in advance of any 
statement of facts. After publishing 
its decision, based on ‘public interest, 
convenience and necessity’ findings, 
‘it was perfectly proper for the Com- 
mission to make additional sub- 
sidiary findings of fact as a part of 
the record, the whole matter being 
still within its jurisdiction,’ F, C. C. 
lawyers averred. 

Other points in the F. C, C. de- 
fense refuted the claim that the peti- 
tion of WIL for rehearing was sub- 
ject to review ‘in the absence of 
showing of abuse of discretion.’ It 
also was claimed that the appellant 
had had ‘due process’ of law and 
that ‘an unusually fair opportunity 
to be heard of which it took full ad- 
vantage’ had been offered, 

Another sore point with the Gov- 
ernment agency involved the activi- 
ties of Commish attorneys in prepar- 
ing the statement of facts for the 
St. Louis cases, Opposish averred 
that dabbling by the F.C.C. law de- 
partment in the cases was illegal. 
Aciually, the Commish declared, 
‘necessity existed’ for any govern- 
mental agency to have assistance in 
administering and expediting the 
work involved in executing the 
duties incumbent upon it under the 
law of its creation.’ 

Unique Mess 

Mess, which is a duplicate of many | 
involving tiffs between broadcasters 
and Uncle Sam, is extremely inter- 
esting to radio, in that it may defi- 
nitely establish the right of the Com- 
mish to take sides before making 
formal findings in cases which come 
before it. Additional defense for the 
Government came from Paul D. P. 
Spearman, representing the Star- 
Times Publishing Co., intervener. In 
Spearman’s opinion, ‘for the Court 
to hold that an order is invalid un- 
Jess it actually contains the findings 
which actuated the Commission or 
is released simultaneously wiih the 


be contrary to the established law, 
but would be futile and absurd.’ 
According to counsel for the loser, 
WIL, the decision rendered was con- 
trary to statutory and Constitu- 
tional requirements; the ‘ex post 
facts findings’ are contrary to due 
process of law; the Commission’s de- 
cisions without findings are out of 
line with established administrative 
practice; and ‘the judicial function 
of making determinations of fact was 
not and cannot be delegated to the 
law department.’ 

In addition, WIL counsel charged 
that failure to consider petitions for 
rehearing on their merits was er- 
roneous; that the Commission’s de- 
cisions in preferring new applicant 
over existing utility (WIL), under 
circumstances of this case, consti- 
tutes misapplication of legislative 
standard, public convenience, inter- 
est, and necessity, and that the Com- 
mish’s ‘supposed findings are not 
supported by substantial evidence 
and are arbitrary and capricious.’ 

Despite impending law fight, indi- 
cations this week pointed to a gen- 
eral clean-up of identical conditions 
—coming from the F.C.C, itself. New 
Commish chairman, Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch—who took office Friday (1)— 
already has indicated that former 
policies of issuing orders in ad- 
vance of finding the facts will be out, 
from now on, Reversal of the cur- 
rent practice undoubtedly would 
mean curry-combing of numerous 
old cases which were tossed out 
when it was the fashion to speak 
first and think afterwards. 


Stan Hubbard in Wash. 
On Horizontal Power 
Issue; KSTP Petition 


Washington, Oct. 5. 

Horizontal power boost issue, un- 
der consideration by Federal Com- 
munications Commission for the past 
year, was raised directly this week 
when hearings opened on joint ap- 
plications of WJSV, Washington, and 
KSTP, St. Paul, for permission to 
jump to 50 kw. 

With the commish still waiting for 
additional reports before taking sides 
in the fight over uniform juice jolts 
for transmitters on identical frequen- 
cies, array of technical experfs be- 
gan the first proceeding which will 
lead toward policy-setting precedent. 
Both transmitters, operating simulta- 
neously on 1460 kc, currenty use 10 
kw nights. 

Slowed down by detailed testi- 
mony regarding program service, en- 
gineers today (Tuesday) got around 
to the delicate problem involved in 
increasing wattage under present 
mileage separation requirements, Ar- 
gued that directional antennas will 
minimize prospective interference, as 
well as protect stations on adjacent 
channels. 

Present for the sessions is group 
of CBS experts, as well as St. Paul 
reps. Web contingent includes E. K. 
Cohan, chief engineer; W. E. Lodge, 
Jr., frequency engineer; Guy Hut- 
chins,, Frank White and Kenneth 
Raine from New York offices to 
backstop local network execs and 
witnesses. Stanley Hubbard, presi- 
dent, and Hector Skifter, chief en- 
gineer, of National Battery Broad- 
casting Co., licensee of KSTP, here 
from St. Paul. 


WKY Keeps Privilege 
Over Mutual Protest 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 5. 

Exclusive rights to broadcast Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma football games 
in the Big Six conference which are 
played at Norman this fall will re- 
main with WKY, Oklahoma City, 
Governor Marland announced fol- 
lowing a meeting with members of 
the university board of recents. 

‘I don’t like this contract,’ Mar- 

















land said, ‘but there doesn’t seem to 
be anything that can be done about 
it,” 

Representatives of the Mutual 
Broadcasting System, which had pro- 





Commission's statement of facts and 
grounds for decision would not only, 


tested for its Oklahoma Network 
members, were in attendance, 





Phoney Fixers 


(Continued from page 37) 





government are finished. Shoe will 
be on the other foot henceforth. 

Accompanied by a personal brain- 
truster, W. J. Dempsey, former 
Power Commission lawyer who will 
go on the F.C.C. payroll as special 
counsel, he moved into the office pre- 
viously occupied by the late Anning 
S. Prial Friday (1). Active steward- 
ship was postponed, however, until 
Monday (4), although he hosted fel- 
low Commissioners and key figures 
at luncheon immediately after swear- 
ing-in ceremonies. 


First Press Conference 


Radical innovations were prom- 
ised by new reins-holder. Startling 
colleagues by staging the first press 
conference in the history of ‘the 
Commish, he pledged himself to con- 
duct public affairs in the public 
sight, declared there will be no more 
back-door entrances, came out strong 
for thorough-going watch on the en- 
tire radio biz, and hinted that clear- 
cut policies will eliminate confusion, 
uncertainty and bewilderment. Open 
covenants openly arrived at, was 
the slant he took in serving notice 
that wire-pulling must cease. 

Desnite his reluctance to commit 
himself in advance to any course ex- 
cept efficient, honest administration, 
MeNinch either declared or indi- 
cated himself in favor of the follow- 
ing principles: 


(1) Rigid limitation of profit-mak- 
ing station sales. 

(2) Determination of question 
whether newspapers shall be allowed 
to engage in broadcasting. 

(3) Absolute end of monopolies, 
with probable curbs on network 
ownership. 

(4) Revision of 
mish machinery. 

(5) Probable request that Con- 
gress broaden the law and give the 
Commish more precise authority to 
dictate conduct of the industry. 

(6) Remedial action to correct 
past mistakes and counteract pre- 
vious unsound administration, fa- 
foritism, etc. 


With assertion that ‘there will be 
no secrets about anything I do or 
any opinions I may hold,’ McNinch 
ultimatumed lobbyists that they can- 
not reach him. While he does not 
intend to ‘spend my time in grave- 
yards listening to ghosts,’ he will 
launch comprehensive investigations 
of past performances and do every- 
thing possible to rectify wrongs. In 
the future, he will not ‘do anything 
for anybody.’ 

Although he does not intend to 
cali a halt in routine funetions un- 
til he becomes acquainted, McNinch 
wants to take a reasonable period 
of time educating himself before 
tackling knotty problems such as 
lease and sales policies, super- 
power, reallocation, and _— such. 
Doesn't wish to cause any hardships 
to present or potential industry 
members. 

License Trafficking 

Sternest view taken by the in- 
coming chairman was on question of 
license trafficking. Will carry out 
to the letter the prohibition in the 
statute which prevents licensees 
from gaining permanent toe-hold on 
facilities. 

‘The Communications statute makes 
it perfectly clear that there is not 
ner can be any vested right in radio 
facilities,’ McNinch asserted. ‘I shall 
do what I can to prevent or break 
up what has been called trafficking 
in licenses.’ 

Emphatically declared he will not 
tolerate those fat ‘good will’ items 
which have brought barrage of criti- 
cism from Congress, but said there 
may be justice in an allowance for 
going concern value. 

Rate-Fixing 

Rate-fixing and profit limitation 
were hinted as probable aftermath 
of policy cogitation. Conceding that 
the statute currently forbids the 
Commish from requiring broad- 
casters to gain consent for their 
charge schedules, McNinch observed 
it may be found desirable to ask 
Congress to amend the law so the 
Commish can dictate make-up of 
rate cards. Not necessary to be a 
common Carrier to be subject to rate 
regulation, he opined. 

‘I have read a good deal about the 
amount of money made by certain 
Stations,’ chairman elaborated. ‘I 
question the wisdom of a policy that 
leaves free from regulation the 
charges by any public utility.’ 

License fee and wattage tax ques- 
tions were unanswered. McNinch 
said he has given too little considera- 
tion to these policy matters to ex- 
press an opinion. Added that he 
hopes to have his mind made up on 
these and other topics before Con- 
gress reconvenes. 


inefficient Com- 





ss 





mitters. 
cilities in metropolitan areas. 


on political grounds. 





Rehearsals for F.C.C. Reform 


Standard of ‘public need’ is being applied rigidly by the Federal 
Communications Commission in deciding upon requests for new trans- 
Yardstick is employed particularly in settling tiffs for fa- 


While the Commish often has fallen back on the question of whether 
more outlets are required in determining both unopposed and con- 
tested applications, past few months have seen increasingly religious 
observance of the principle that new or better assignments will not 
be authorized without convincing demonstration that either existing 
stations do not fill the bill or that some unique type of service will 
be rendered. Growing file of decisions attests that mere proof of 
financial, technical, and legal ability, combined with observance of 
engineering standards, is not sufficient to win construction permits, 

Even strong political backing is not enough to overcome the re- 
vitalized insistence of the Broadcast Division that applicants must 
prove existence of a need as well as their ability to satisfy it. 
is obvious from analysis of findings issued recently, notably those 
which were adverse to former Senator Clarence C, Dill of Washing- 
ton and Scripps-Howard interests, 
in search for new stations despite unquestioned right to favoritism 


Washington, Oct. 5. 


This 


both of whom were turned down 








Brooklyn Chop Suey Cases 
Unsettled; May Be Saved 
By Washington Changes 


Via an indefinite stay issued by 
the Court of Appeals, Washington, 
D. C., stations WARD and WLTH, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., ordered silenced on 
Sept. 16, will continue uninterrupted 
operation until such time as the 
opinions of the FCC are heard on 
appeal. Cluttered court calendar 
promises year’s delay. Stations be- 
lieve promise of senatorial invesfiga- 
tion of matter brightens the outlook 
of the losers. 

Stations are operating on the 30- 
hour weekly basis on 1,400 meter 
band, same as heretofore. Imme- 
diately on receiving the formal state- 
ment of fact handed down by the 
FCC the stay was obtained. It was 
later vacated and then regranted as 
of Sept. 29. Their time was to have 
been split between WVFW and 
WBBC, latter taking three-quarters 
of the total. Situation is status quo 
as of five preceding years when 
scramble for sole title to the 1,400 
band was started and all the stations 
were at odds. 


WCCO Boys Realigned 


St. Paul, Oct. 5. 
Preparatory to moving into new 








quarters two months hence, WCCO’s | 


office staff was reorganized last 
week by Earl H. Gammons. 

Ken Titus, formerly traffic mgr. 
and in charge of announcers, is now 
office mgr. with supervision of all 
office routine and activities. Max 
Karl has been assigned exclusively 
to production dept., in charge of an- 
nouncers, public events and good 
will broadcasts. Charlie Ross, an- 
nouncer, is in charge of all tran- 
scriptions, including testing, timing 
and announcing all disc programs 
which come during his shift. 





WFBM’s Girl Announcer 
Indianapolis, Oct. 5. 

WFBM added a full-time staff 
femme spieler, Gwendolyn Short, on 
last Monday (4). Gal will do two 
daily shows, one in morning and 
other in afternoon. 

Miss Short did a series of tran- 
scriptions for Boncilla beauty prod- 
ucts, made in Indianapolis, about 


three years ago, and has been tied | 


up with Civic Theatre here for some 
time, 





Graves Taylor on Own 
Cleveland, Oct. 5. 

Graves Taylor, vet WGAR mike- 
man and publicist, left the station 
Oct. 1 to open his own publicity 
bureau. Will continue to Aandle the 
station account and that of the Hotel 
Statler, in which WGAR has 
studios. 





Civic Hands Study Radio 
Mangum, Okla., Oct. 5. 

employees are attending 

in radio laws, rules, and 


City 
classes 


regulations, held in preparation for | 


installation of the city’s radio station, 
KADH, which is to be _ installed 
within the next few months. 

First permit obtained for the city 
station expired before the station 
could be installed, and another ap- 
plication for a new permit has been 
filed with the FCC. 





Forum Goes to WCLE 

Cleveland, Oct. 5. 
City Club Forum aired over WHK 
weekly for the past nine years shifts 
to WCLE this season. Forum broad- 
casts will be started Oct. 16 with 
Mayor Harold Burton and his Demo- 
cratic opponent, John O. MceWil- 

liams, debating campaign issues. 


its | 


Vice Probe May 
Be Broadcast 
In Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

Three-way political fight between 
Mayor Wilson, District Attorney 
Kelley and the courts here may give 
Philly stations one of the most sure- 
fire shows they have ever had—and 
right from City Hall. 

Mayor Wilson last Thursday 
threatened he would hold his own 
investigation of vice and crime in 
Philly in opposition to the present 
Grand Jury probe. Hizzoner said 
he planned to bring all witnesses 
into his reception room, where local 
stations could set up mikes and air 
entire proceedings, 

Whether Hizzoner will go through 
with the threat depends upon 
whether State Attorney General 
Margiotti agrees to take the Grand 
Jury probe out of the hands of the 
District Attorney. Wilson, the po- 
litical enemy of D. A. Kelley, claims 
Kelley unfit to conduct the inquiry 
because of suspicion which has 
fallen on his office recently. In- 
cluded in Wilson’s radio hook-up 
quiz will be a probe into the D. A’s 
office, too. 


Second-Besting President’s 


Presence Via Retinue 
Seattle, Oct. 5. 

During President Roosevelt's stay 
in Seattle there was no radio appear- 
ance of the chief executive. News 
Reporter Bon Ackerley brought to 
KJR dialers an unusual three-way 
interview with NBC’s Presidential 
Announcer Carlton D. Smith, Lyle 
C. Wilson, manager of. the Wash- 
ington, D. C., Bureau of the United 
Press, and Richard L. Harkness, U. 
P, White House staff man. 

KOL had R. E. Jamison, pop 
waterfront columnist, shooting out 
sustainer in the form of taking the 
| listeners over the President’s itiner- 
ary in the Puget Sound region, 
Every place the President went Jam- 
ison took the listeners and told what 
kind a place it was and what the 
President was doing. 


Foreign Language Events 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

With the no-spika-da-English biz 
here whamming out nifty grosses 
for stations that take that type ac- 
count, WDAS going in heavily for 
foreign-language special events. 

Latest is set-up to handle Colum- 
bus Day dinner next Tuesday by 
Italian organizations. Station will air 
whole event in foreign tongue. Re- 
cently carried Marconi Day celebra- 
| tion similarly. When Mayor Wilson 
|spoke in English, station’s Italian 
gabber translated for WDAS and as 
| he went along. 
| Outlet has also started ‘Man in the 
Sireet’ broadcast in Yiddish. Making 
| Pick-up from heart of Philly ghetto. 
| Questions are of American-Jewish 
interest. 




















Staff Additions at WIRE 
Indianapolis, Oct. 5 
New faces around WIRE include 
| following who moved in last week 
| Luke Walton, sales, coming from 
|WBOW, Terre Haute; Woodrow 
|Magnuson, spieler, from WHBF, 
Rock Island, and D. L. Groom, scrib- 
bler of continuity. 
| Latter previously with KOBH 
‘Rapid City (S.D.). 
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Availability Committee Edits Ratings, | WANTS $50 ).000 
Bros. Not. Elevated 


But Santly 


Santly Bros.-Joy, Inc., proposes to 
appeal from the refusal of the pub- 
lishers’ availability committee in the 
American Society of Comppsers, Au- 
thors and Publishers to raise that 
firm’s rating. Santly’s was practi- 
cally the only plea for a boost that 
the committee did not act on favor- 
ably at the session it held last week. 


SB-J will first go to the availability 
appeals committee, and if the con- 
cern fares no better here it will take 
its case to the entire ASCAP board. 

Among the firms whose availa- 
bility ratings came in for reduction 
by the committee were ABC Stand- 
ard Music Publications, Inc., a sub- 
sidiary of Irving Berlin, Inc.; Don- 
aldson, Douglas & Gumble, Inc., and 
Ager, Yellen & Bornstein. Saul 
Bornstein, business head for Berlin, 
and Walter Douglas, prez of D. D. 
& G., were absent from this meeting 
of the committee, of which each is a 
member. The availability ratings of 
these three catalogues have been the 
target of attack of raise-seeking pub- 
lishers for some time. 

Readjustments which took place 
at the last meeting of the availability 
committee follows: 


Peiuts Points 
PUBLISHER Before Now 
DE eksssuese - 450 475 
Mills Music ..... 425 450 
E. B. Marks..... 425 450 
Jee Morris ...... 75 85 
Sam Fex ........ 60 85 
New World ...... 40 60 
-‘Seutherm Music .. 30 40 
DE n6< 60 tdeene x 2 5 
ae ineaes - 100 50 
Deomaldsen ...... SS 200 
Ager, Y&B ...... 200 175 





lagsmith-Leafer Case 
Settled for $2,000 


Al Zugsmith’s suit against Allen 
leafer, band leader, for alleged 
breach of management contract was 
settled out of court Sept. 30 for 
$2,000. Reuben Caidin tried case in 
City Court for the plaintiff. 

Musical pilot disputed the validity 
of the contract in opening argument, 
but the court held it was valid. Set- 
niggas was reached shortly there- 

er, 








Music Notes 


Phil Regan recording four num- 
bers from ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ for Brunswick. They are ‘I 
Owe You,’ ‘Have You Ever Been in 
Heaven?’ ‘Mama, I Want to Make 








Rhythm’ and ‘Roundup Time in 
Reno.’ 
Frant Waxman scoring Metro’s 


‘Kim’ and ‘The Four Marys’; Dr. 
William Axt on ‘Thoroughbreds 
Don’t Cry,’ and Edward Ward as- 
signed to ‘The Lgst Gangster’ and 
‘Navy Blue and Gold,’ all chores 
dealt out by Nat Finston, music chief. 





Ralph Freed and Frederick Hol- 
lander cleffed ‘It’s Raining in Shan- 


shai’ for Paramount’s ‘Daughter of 
Shanghai.’ 





Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
reed have turned in ‘Sunshowers’ 
and ‘Got a New Pair of Shoes’ for 
use in Metro’s ‘The Ugly Duckling.’ 
Chet Wright and Bob Forrest have 
completed ‘Save the Last Grave for 


e’ for Metro's ‘Bad Man of Brim- 
Stone,’ 





te Meyer is music supervisor for 
Lesser's Bobby Breen film, 
Waway in Paradise.’ 





Oscar Levant moved to Selznick 


“ternational under 
contract to score 
Nothing Sacred.’ 





Peed Levant scoring Selznick In- 
national’s ‘Nothing Sacred.’ 


> 





Mob’s Cocktail Hour || 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 
A certain hotel haunt for the 
Chicago we-boys and mobsters 
has also joined the cocktail 
habit with a special cocktail 
siesta. 
It’s 4-7—in the morning. 


INFRINGERS 
PENANCE IS 66 














Settlements aggregating $6,000 | 
were obtained through the Music 
Publishers Protective Association 
last week from organizations sued 
for the illegal use of copyrighted 
music. The W. T. Grant chainstores 
agreed to pay $3,000, the Duquene 
Brewery Co., of Pittsburgh, chose 
to settle for $2,000, while the Pierce 
Building News Co. a distributing 
agency in St. Louis, made it $1,000. 

Grant stores and the St. Louis 
outfit were charged with handling 
contraband lyric folios. Beer bottler 
had put out a song booklet of its 
own without getting the necessary 
permission from copyright owners. 
There is an action on the bootleg 
folio angle still pending against the 
Walgreen Co. 


DYNAMITE LAKE FOR 
LOST BAND LEADER 


St. Louis, Oct. 5. 

Creve Coeur Lake, fishing resort 
in St. Louis County, was unsuccess- 
fully dynamited last week in an ef- 
fort to locate the body of Maxwell 
Goldman, local orch leader, who has 
been missing since Sept. 28. Gold- 
man, 55, led bands at the old Grand 
Central and Kings theatres and re- 
cently waved baton at Bevo Mill, 
swank South St. Louis dining salon. 
He was last seen in a rented boat on 








the lake. His locked automobile 
Was nearby. 
Before leaving home Goldman 


left a note for his wife saying he 
intended trying his luck at fishing. 
County authorities recovered a boat, 
with one oar missing, near the south 
end of the lake, where the waier is 
about six feet deep. No fishing 
tackle or bait were found in the 
boat. Dynamiting was resorted to 
after dragging the point near where 
the boat was found proved unsuc- 
cessful. 


HARMS’ DEFENSE 


Suit Is 





April Productions 
Without Merit 


Says 





Harms, Inc., music publishers, will 
ask N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Charles B. McLaughlin to dismiss the 
$100,000 suit of the April Produc- 
tions, Inc., for radio rights infringe- 
ment on musical scores of the op- 
eretta, ‘The Student Prince.’ Harms 
avers plaintiff's case has no merit 
and besides the matter is outside the 
jurisdiction of the State Supreme 
Court. 

Action grows out of an agreement 
made in 1924 between Harms and 
the defunct Shubert Theatres Co., 
under which the music house ob- 
tained the rights to publish and ex- 
ploit the musical numbers of ‘The 
Student Prince,’ on a 50-50 profit 
basis. Later the Shubert Co. assigned 
the contract to April Productions, 
and the latter insists the agreement 
did not permit the broadcasting of 
the tunes. — ii 

Despite this, plaintiff avers, rms, 
wales an arrangement with ASCAP, 
has repeatedly permitted the airing 
of the numbers without its consent. 
April figures the broadcast arrange- 
ments have netted Harms upwards 
of $100,000, and demands that sum 





besides an injunction and rescinding 
of the original contract. 
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FOR fla INTEREST 


Shortly — See Metro-20th 
as Purchasers of Jack 
Robbins’ Music Publish- 
ing Combine—Metro Al- 
ready Controls 51°; 





25 YEARS TO BUILD 





When and if Jack Robbins retires 
from the music busineses in which 
he’s been 25 years it will be for a 


| consideration in cash of $500,000. That 
;means almost $800,000 as the music 


publisher wants the half million tax 
exempt before selling out to the film 
interests—it may be to Metro and 
20th Century-Fox—with whom he’s 
presently partnered in the Robbins 
Music, Leo Feist, Inc., Miller Music 
and Sherman-Clay publishing houses. 

Originally selling 51% interest in 
his firm in 1929, to Metro, during 
the height of the depression, for 
$75,000, Robbins derived immediate 
benefits in getting all the Metro pic- 


ture songs. This has yielded him 
some $300,000 in net profits, in the 
form of dividends, ever since, not 


figuring his salary, expenses, etc. 
personaly controls 26%, the rest split 
among his associates 


valuation on his entire business. 


Any deal, when and if, whereby 
Metro-20th, or other film interests, 
in the 
three music firms, would not forfend 
Robbins’ re-entry into the music biz, 
should he so desire at some future 


buy out Robbins’ holdings 


time. 

The switch on the Robbins-Metro- 
20th tieup, however, is that he had 
been expanding the Robbins music 
publishing dynasty to embrace what 
assumed Gargantuan filmusic pro- 
portions. The steady acquisition by 
Robbins of Feist (for $400,000); 
Miller ($25,000); and most recently 
the valuable Sherman-Clay music 
tirm of San Francisco for $60,000 
(reported previously as at around 
$75,000), placed Robbins in parallel 
position to Warner Bros.’ extensive 
music holdings (Harms, Witmark, 
Remick, T. B. Harms, etc., known as 
the Music Holding Corp.). 

Tied in with these firms, Robbins’ 
deals give him more or less ex- 
clusivity with Metro, 20th-Fox, 
Walter Wanger, Universal and 
others. A deal with RKO was also 
pending. 

Instead, therefore, of Robbins 
dominating, now that the assemblage 
has been made, the picture com- 
panies may buy him out. This coin- 
cides with Robbins’ plans for a world 
tour and a general respite from the 
grind. 

Robbins for quite a time was sta- 
tioned on the Metro lot picking song 
material for his firms. More latterly 
he was held east in an executive 
capacity, and song material given 
him more or less automatically. 

Sometimes it devolved upon Rob- 
bins to create song hits or get ‘most 
played’ performances on the radio 
in the interests of making the songs 
musical trailers for the pictures. 
Robbins ofttimes balked at this on 
the ground it was too costly, and if 
the song material utilized an abnor- 
mal expenditure to ‘make’ it, the 
firms would show a loss, and where 
would he be? 

If the film companies owned 100%, 
that element wouldn’t bother, since 
it would then become a proposition 
a la Paramount which looks upon 
its Famous Musie Corp. as a song 
exploiteer for Par pix. Warners, 
too, relies on its music firms to bally 
the WB pix, although all music pub- 
lishing entities naturally try to be- 
come self-sustaining and show a 
profit. Especially Warners, consid- 
ering its original $9,000,000 invest- 
ment for the several Max Dreyfus 
firms. 

Besides the WB and Robbins- 
Metro as outlined above, the third 
major group in Tin Pan Alley con- 


in the biz. 
Robbins places a $4,000,000-$5,000,000 


| Deal Looks to Go Through | 
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Drastic Realignment of Metro's 
Music Interests; Bregman Heads 


Feist, Jack Robbins at Robbins Co. 


And Did He? 





London, Sept. 26. 
Jack Hylton was arraigned for 
dangerous driving at Bedford 
and fined $50, with $25 costs. 
Witnesses who testified against 
him later asked him to sign 
their autograph books. 


JACK HYLTON 
COMING OVER 











London, Oct. 5. 

Jack Hylton, British bandman, 
says that he intends to sail for the 
United States at the end of this week. 
While abroad, Hylton adds, he will 
try to straighten out the difficulties 
he has had with the Music Corp. of 
America. 





William Goodhart, MCA v.p. in 
charge of the New York office, de- 
clares that no one in his organiza- 
tion has been apprised of Hylton’s 
coming trip. As for difficulties, MCA, 
said Goodhart, knows of none that 
he has had with it, unless it con- 
cerns the money which MCA was 
compelled last year to turn over to 
the U. S. Internal Revenue depart- 
ment. 

Federal authorities served the at- 
tachment on MCA after Hylton had 
left this country. Before the govern- 








ment stepped in with the plaster 
Hylton and MCA had had some dif- 
ferences of opinion over commis- 
sions on Hylton-controlled acts. 


MAX DREYFUS TO — 
EXPOUND HIS VIEWS 


Max Dreyfus is slated to tell a 
group of representative publishers 
this afternoon (Wednesday) how the 
music industry can make peace with 
the Songwriters’ Protective Associa- 
tion. Gathering will be in the offices 
of the Music Publishers Protective 
Association. 

Dreyfus, who has held unofficial 
talks with the SPA council, will, it 
is understood, point out wherein the 
latter is prepared to revise the 
standard contract it sent out to the 
trade several weeks ago. Through 
this uniform agreement the SPA as- 
sumes control over the mechanical 
rights deriving from the works of 
its members. 

It is also understood that Dreyfus 
will advise the publisher group that 
the controversy with the SPA can in 
a large measure be settled if the 
dominant factions in the business 
immediately renewed their agree- 
ments for a long term period with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. The pres- 
ent membership agreement expires 
at the end of 1939. 


- 


Jack Mills Returns 


Jack Mills, head of Mills Music, 
Inc., returned to New York last 
week after a seven-week tour of 
England and the Continent. While 











|on the other side he put the final 


touches to the agreement which 
gives him the exclusive call for this 
country on the catalog of the Cine- 
phonic Music Co., of London. 

Mills started the deal in July dur- 
ing the visit in this country of 
Jimmy Campbell, of Cinepbonic. 





stitutes Dreyfus’ own Chappell, 
Crawford and Marlo music firms. 

WB's firms realize about $400,000 
in royalties from ASCAP. Robbins’ 
firms collect around $300,000 annu- 
ally from the society. 


A friendly pow-wow 
week-end in the 


the 
Loew-Metro home 
offices in New York, between David 
Bernstein, treasurer of Loew’s, Inc., 
and Jack Robbins and Jack Breg- 
man of the Metro-Robbins music in- 
terests, resulted in Bernstein's edict 
that Robbins assume active direction 
of the firm bearing his name, plus 
also the Miller Music Co., another 
subsidiary. Third Metro music firm, 
Leo Feist, Inc., is to be general- 
managed exclusively by Jack Breg- 
man, heretofore g.m. of the Robbins 
Co., and Feist simultaneously be- 
comes the exclusive publishing out- 
let for Metro filmusicals. 

At the same time, Louis K. Sidney 
becomes the Loew-Metro liaison be- 
tween the film company and Feist, 
Sidney to assist in picking songs, 
supervise writers, etc. This means 
that Sidney and Bregman, long old 
friends, will be making periodic visits 
to the Culver City studios of Metro. 

Robbins could never see eye-to- 
eye with the song material the studio 
executives put into pictures. He 
always argued that no amount of 
exploitation can successfully ‘make’ 
a song, no matter how much was ex- 
pended, unless the song was basic- 
ally there. 

Robbins thus, when he selected 
‘That Old Feeling’ from Walter Wan- 
ger’s ‘Vogues’ (Feist publication), felt 
that he could and did make it a 
hit. Robbins, when taking over the 


over 


Sherman-Clay catalog, made ‘So 
Rare’ a No. 1 song. 
Metro squawked that its tunes 


weren't up there among ‘the most 
played.’ Likewise, 20th-Fox, whose 
Gordon and Revel score, ‘You Can't 
Have Everything,’ was published via 
the Miller Music firm, squawked 
similarly, and wanted to know the 
same thing—why weren't that film's 
songs among the ‘most played’ in 
VARIETY’s listings? 

Robbins retorted that he could 
subsidize bands and singers and get 
performances, but when and if he 
did that the overhead mounted and 
all three firms suffered. 

Bregman Autonomous 

By appointing Bregman to worry 
exclusively about Feist-Metro, that 
will be an autonomous unit, and it’s 
hoped the overhead will thus be 
kept down. 

Robbins likewise will have to see 
that the firm bearing his name and 
the Miller companies likewise make 
hits and make money. Robbins-Mil- 
ler will publish the 20th-Fox pic- 
ture songs, the Walter Wanger song 
material, Universal’s tunes, and the 
RKO-Radio tunes, when and if that 
deal is consummated. 

Meantime, Robbins is still intent 
upon retiring and is dickering for a 
sell-out. Nothing concrete has been 
achieved in that direction. 

In the personnel realignment, Abe 
Olman shifts from Feist to become 
g.m. of Robbins Music Corp., under 
Jack Robbins, Bregman heads up 
Feist, and Chester Cohn remains as 
his professional manager. Murry 
Baker is prof. mgr. of Robbins. Wil- 
lie Horowitz is prof, and biz mgr. 
of the Miller firm. 

Bregman has been given a salary 
boost and goes on the Metro pay- 
roll in his new Feist connection, 
Robbins’ salaries from the Robbins 
and Feist firms are consolidated, at 
no cut, but come out of one pay- 
roll—the Robbins firm. 

Bregman and Robbins, long busie 
ness associates, continue personal 
pals. Sundry clashes between Rob- 
bins and various Culver City studio 
executives forced Robbins off the 
Metro lot on two separate occasions. 

Sidney designation as liaison is in 
line with that Metro exec’s current 
radio activities on behalf of Loew- 
Metro. It parallels the Lou Diamond 
situation within Paramount in relae 
tion to Par’s subsid, Famous Music, 





Johnny Lange and Fred Stryker 
sold ‘Little Tenderfoot’ and ‘On the 
Wide Open Plains’ for Jack Randall 
to sing in ‘Danger Valley’ for Monoe 
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Season’s Loveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 


DREAMS FOR SALE 


Tune-terrific! Melodynamic! 
Score of the 3rd Edition 
COTTON CLUB PARADE! 
SHE’S TALL! SHE’S TAN! 
SHE’S TERRIFIC! 
I'M ALWAYS IN THE MOOD 
FOR YOU 


HARLEM BOLERO 














Emery Deutsch’s Swing-Jingle 


HE’S A GYPSY FROM 
POUGHKEEPSIE 


Pinky Temlin’s Tep Tune 


I'M JUST A COUNTRY 
BOY AT HEART 


Tweo Songilorioues Hits 
from GB’s “GANGWAY” 


Lord and Lady Whoozis 
| MoonorNo Moon | 











| tor of trade practice conferences for | 
|the Commish, a group of industry 
reps from both major and minor! 
houses joined hands in beseeching 
|Government assistance in the for- 
| mulation of a code which will exile 
| pernicious practice of bribing band- 
|leaders to plug tunes. Love feast 
| was marred only by the insistence 
'of Arthur M. Fishbein, head of 
| Southern Music Publishing. Co., and 
Schuster & Miller, that ‘the concen- 
'trated plug is the only means 
| making a song a hit.’ Fishbein ex- 
| plained, however, that free song 
plugging should take the place of 
| present hold-up system. 
High-lighted by the opening 
speech of John G. Paine, general 
manager of ASCAP, proceedings 
moved without a hitch, each witness 
testifying to the need throughout the 
industry for regulation. Tentative 
code was presented Judge McCorkle, 
with slap at song plugging consti- 
tuting meat of proposed trade agree- 
ment and excerpts from the Robin- 
son-Patman act added for trimming. 


Laying stress on the ‘unique and 
unusual’ problems of the music in- 
dustry, whose merchandizing pow- 
ers must cover sale of intangibles 
(sale of rights) as well as tangibles, 
Paine declared that the entire in- 
dustry would ‘welcome with open 
arms’ a code of fair trade practices 
and that both the big publishers and 
the small indies would abide by the 
regulations. Pointed out that the 
music boys never wilfully violated 
the NRA music code in the old days 
and said that large and small pub- 





| sire for a new set of regs. 





Pattycaking was continued by Ed- 
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ANNOUNCING 
A NEW BALLAD 


‘THERE'S MUSIC 
IN MY HEART, 
CHERIE”’ 


By the Ace Writers 
JOSEPH McCARTHY 
and 
JAMES HANLEY 


Destined for Peak 
Popularity! 
SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 





ward B. Marks who scored all band 
leaders with the exception of White- 
man, Lombardo, Murray, Vallee and 
other recognized topnotchers, for 
participating in song plugging racket 
and declared that ‘since the passing 
of NRA, chaos again has been the 
rule’ in the music publishing indus- 
try. 
Bribery in Dozen Lots 

‘Pay-overs’ have become so bra- 
zen, Marks said, that plugs can now 
be bought in ‘sets of three, six, or 
more,’ and industry is being hurt be- 
cause ‘music becomes monotonous 
and unbearable’ to listeners who 
have to hear the same tunes over 
and over again, Also charged that 
majority of band leaders demand 
$15, $25 and $50 for plugging airs 
and squawk loudly if payment is not 
made pronto. 


Further criticism of prevailing! 
conditions was offered by Louis 
Bernstein, president of independent 
Shapiro Bernstein Co., who brought 
nine proxies from small publishers 





of | 


lishers were unanimous in their de- | 


| public for this reason. 


| Taking opposite stand, 
Fishbein pleaded for insertion of 
| more provisions in proposed code— 
notably permission for tune peddlers 
to contact performers for free plugs. 


radio mean that much more in dol- 
lars and cents to the publisher,’ 
Southern Music exec declared, ‘and 
publishers ought not to pay for plugs. 
| My idea is that it (plugging) benefits 
the industry.’ 

Fishbein also tore into the film 
industry with charges that big pro- 
ducers are not interested in whether 
songs are hits, but glut the tune mar- 
ket with advance releases of airs 
from forthcoming musical hits for 
advertising purposes. ‘The reason for 
inferior music today is the motion 
picture producers’ companies,’ he 
said, flatly. ‘It is an unfair practice 
to have motion picture hits played 
on the radio.’ 


Other industry reps who appeared 
before the commish included Harry 
; Fox and Joseph V. McKee, general 
manager and general counsel, re- 
spectively, for the Music Publishers’ 
Protective Association; Lou Diamond, 
president of Famous Music Co., and 
Popular Melodies, Inc., Paramount 
Pictures music publishing concerns; 
Jack Robbins, Victor Blau, of War- 
ner Brothers’ Harms company; Mose 
Gumble, president of the Profes- 
sional Men’s Association, organization 
of contact men, and Paul Johnston, 
artists’ representative, who declared 
he believed performers ‘will be en- 
tirely in accord’ when they under- 
stand the purposes of the code. 


Harmonious get-together occupied 
only two hours, belying scare that 
music publishers would squabble 
among themselves, with small inde- 
pendents raising the squawk that 
major indies would favor a code only 
out of fear of reprisals from ASCAP- 
dominated producer companies. 


Defunct Blue Eagle, of NRA days, 
came in for highest praise from ma- 
jority of testifying publishers, who 
| pointed out that revival of a code 
would bring about the better days 
which were in sight when Gen. 
Johnson’s bird was slain by the Su- 
preme Court. 

Pubs will be notified of the com- 
mish’s attitude toward their sug- 
gested trade agreement, after Judge 
McCorkle and his colleagues have 
had time to digest Monday’s testi- 
mony. Music reps left town confi- 
dent of a favorable outcome, how- 
ever, after witnessing unusual dis- 
play of cooperation between oppos- 
ing factions and basking in the smile 
of the commish trade practice di- 
rector, 





























"SONG “FAVORITES “FROM FEIST | 


Arthur | 


‘More public performances on the} 











With St. Francis Hotel 
Resuming San Francisco 





San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
With the Hotel St. Francis re- 
opening its Mural Room Oct. 7, all 


| of the first class hotels here will be 
back into full swing with dine and 


dance spots. Red Norvo’s orchestra 
and Mildred Bailey will come into 
the St. Francis on. that date from 
the Palomar in Hollywood. 


For a long time NBC had lines 
into every first class hotel here with 
the exception of the Sir Francis 
Drake, which has always been iden- 
tified with the Mutual-Don Lee web. 
Now, however, CBS has Griff Will- 
iams at the Mark Hopkins, Sterling 
Young at the Palace, and will have 
Norvo at the former NBC strong- 
hold, the St. Francis, a spot all three 
networks sought to line up. Mutual- 
Don Lee broadcasts from the Fair- 
mont and the Sir Francis Drake. 


NBC is airing Leon Mojica’s band 
from El Patio, Ellis Kimball’s 
swingsters from Topsy’s Roost, 


Frank Castle’s band from the Deau- 
ville Club, all of which are Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists bands, and Jack 
Winston’s orchestra at the Bal 
Tabarin. 


Nidorf to Chicago 


Mike Nidorf, who has been in 
charge of dance bookings for the 
Rockwell-O’Keefe office since its in- 
ception, transfers to Chicago next 
week for a stay of several months. 

Nidorf will operate out of the 
firm’s local branch quarters, 








Frank Luther’s Orch 


Frank Luther, who recently sur- 
rounded himself with a band, was 
auditioned last week for the Hotel 
New Yorker, N. Y., job. 


Luther’s manager is Jesse L. Kauf- 


man and his p.a., Charles Washburn, 
of legit. 





Bernie Cummins’ Tour 
Bernie Cummins closes at the 
Hotel Biltmore, N. Y., Oct. 14, and 
plays the southern colleges en route 
to a Cincy spot, 


He winds up at the Edgewater 
Beach hotel, Chicago, for the winter 
season, 


Dance Spots Look 0.K. 











POLLACK & MITCHELL 
Score Again with 


“MY SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR” 


“OVER NIGHT” 
“MY SWISS 
HILLY BILLY” 


From the 20th Century-Fox 
Musical, “THIN ICE,” starring 
Sonja Henie 


| MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CC e Ag 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


NEW “YORK 











They’re Here 


“Why Taik About 
Love” 


“Big Chief Swing It” 
“The Rhumba Goes 
Collegiate”’ 


New Songs Hits by 
POLLACK and MITCHELL 
From the forthcoming 20th 
Century-Fox College Musical 

“LIFE BEGINS IN 

SOLLEGE” 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORICNY. 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar. 

















““POLYNESIAN 
ROMANCE’ 


“JUST ABOUT 
~~ RIGHT” 


Get in the Vanguard with 


VANGUARD SONGS 


6411 Hollywood Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


























BY 


1. 


FROM WALTER WANGER’S 
* 


FROM WALTER WANGER'S 


| STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU GOODNIGHT | 
I'D LIKE TO SEE SAMOA OF SAMOA | 


. BY WALTER BULLOCK AND HAROLD SPINA—FROM WALTER WANGER’S “52ND STREET” 


+ | 
DON’T YOU KNOW OR BON’T YOU CARE | 


BY IRVING —’ AND SAMMY FAIN 
vr MtAKE A WISH 
TER, P. 


JOSEPHINE 


BY GUS KAHN, WAYNE KING AND BURKE BIVENS 
* 


LOVELY ONE 


“VOGLUES OF 


BY LEW BROWN AND SAMMY FAIN 


WEBSTER AND OSCAR STRAUS 
* 


1938" 


“VOGUES OF 1938” i 


THAT OLD FEELING 








LEO FEIST, Inc. 








1629 Broadway, New York 

















THE NATION'S BIGGEST SELLING SONG HIT 


| HARBOR 
LIGHTS 








FROM THE RKO PICTURE, 


BLAME 


MARLO MUSIC 





“FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY" 
(SUNG BY JOHN BOLES) 


THE DANUBE 


1619 Broadway, New York 
BRANCH OFFICES: CHICAGO AND HOLLYWOOD 


IT ON 


CORPORATION 
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Mal Hallett Shared Jointly By 


Ballroom and Theatre in Delaware 


Mal Hallett was sold to Moe Gale Asheville, N. C., 
on a freak booking deal for $3,500 | week at the 
weekly by the Charlie Shribman | 
office for a new type theatre- 
dancery tour of the south which 
opened in Wilmington, Del., Oct. 2. 
Freak tieups between theatres and |at his home town, Denver, 
local ballrooms for a combination | Oct. . 
admission ticket for the one day | combo ticket at the concert-dance 
stand was effected by Gale for the |in the Civic Auditorium for the 
tour. He gets all over sale amount. | one night stand on leader’s route 

Stunt calls for the theatre and east to the Drake hotel, Chicago, 
dancery to get together on their | for a return date. 
split of the total take. Both sell 
ducats for the event with the the- 
atre getting the straight band at- 
traction on stage until 9:00 p.m. 
and then turning it over to its part- | 
ner for a night’s dancing engage- | 
ment. Usually means three or four | 
shows and then straight dance mv- | 
sicking in ballroom. Spots make | 


Lyric 
dianapolis, Ind., starting Oct. 15. 








Colo., 


Fishman, Calvert, Robbins 
Quit R.0.C. to Organize 
Own Band Booking Biz 


Stunt has been tried by small | Frances Fishman, 
local bands in their home territory |Sam Robbins, all formerly with 
but this is the first time that the | Ralph Peer's Radio Orchestra Corp. 
gimmick has been used with a name Orchestra Cor 
band on a large scale tour. Others A — 
are being lined up to follow, among that organization this week to 
whom are Chick Webb, but time is | form their own band booking com- 
not set yet pending outcome of the | pine. 
spre to some Wilby-Kincey Robbins has been associated with 
time to follow dates now lined up | the firm for about one year and was 
were opener at Warner theatre and |recently in charge of the office. Miss 

Fishman, who has applied to courts 
to change her name to Forster for 





(nee 
quit 


Dupont ballroom, Wilmington, Del.: 
Sunnybrook Park and Sunnybrook 
theatre, Pottstown, Pa.; Keith the- 
atre and ballroom, Baltimore; Nor- 
folk theatre and Town Club, Nor- 
folk, Va.; Danville (Va.} theatre and 
local armory; National theatre and 
Trianon ballroom, Greensboro, N. 
C.; Carolina theatre and armory, 


|of the Fishman trio, formerly with 


‘left about six months ago to join 
west coast office of Rockwell-O’Keefe 
after being in charge of the reorgan- 
ized ROC. Frank Fishman, brother, 

Charlotte, N. C.; Williamsburg the- | left a month ago and now sister, 
atre and ballroom, Shelby, N. C.: | Frances, quit. 

Plymouth theatre and Danceland, Recent exiters are now operating 


lout of Sam Stiefel’s office in N. Y. 
but open their own outfit sometime 
|next week after a name has been 
selected, 


M.C.A.’s Frisco Office 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
Hotel managers, orchestra leaders, 
3) newspaper editors and executives 


i 
(from the radio stations and theatres 
AFRAID TO DREAM :}' 


;here with the guests of the Music 
Corporation of America at the offi- 


cial opening of their new offices at 
111 Sutter street here Oct. 1. 

Lyle Thayer, formerly of the Los 
Angeles office of MCA, and Dorsey 
Forrest, who was Hal Kemp’s per- 
sonal manager for years, presided at 
the cocktail party which marked the 
christening. Thayer has been named 
the MCA manager here. 

New MCA office will handle all 
local bookings and one-night dance 
stands here and in the northwest. 
Previously the bands had worked 
out of Los Angeles, which arrange- 
ment proved unsatisfactory. 


N. Y.’s Anti-ASCAP Move? 


Buffalo, Oct. 5. _ 

Reliably reported that the Motion 

Picture Theatre Owners group here 

is set to introduce a bill into N. Y. 

N verkii state legislature this winter abolish- 

° pas + | ing music tax and outlawing ASCAP 
and similar associations. 








POU HLATTEPRBRRENODONTY Sa. Lined sseOnOrERY 


- GORDON and REVEL 


CLICK AGAIN WITH 





' 


‘enous vaneessct9eerntt, 





=| 
This sensational score for 
Darryl! Zanuck 20th Cen- | 
tury-Fox production: 
| 

| 





“You Can't Have Every- 
thing” 





THE LOVELINESS 
OF YOU 


Ua NeeRNONOR NE RERAC ENED END ETON: 


YOU CAN'T HAVE 
EV’RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US 
-WE'RE IN LOVE 





DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 














Mitcer AAusic, Inc.|, 


1270 Sixth Avenue 


ssneneaney 























A New Universal Smash Music Film 
“MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,” produced by BUDDY DeSYLVA 
with this top score by Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adamson. 


YOU'RE MY DISH 
MORE POWER TO YOU 
I'M IN MY GLORY 


ONCE IN A WHILE 
Miccer Music, nc. 


1270 SIXTH AVE.<L NEW YORK 





and full disatre | 
theatre, In- | 


Similar stunt is being tried for | 
| Paul Whiteman’s first return date | 


CRA has arranged for a | 


Bob Calvert and 


of America), | 


| the new indie enterprise, is the last | 


| ROC and the old OCA. Ed Fishman | 
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Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (Sept. 26- 
Oct. 2). 

_*That Old Feeling 

(Feist) 

*Remember Me? 

(Witmark) 

*Roses in December 

(Berlin) 

*Moon Got in My Eyes 
iSelect) 
*Have You Any Castles, 

‘Harms) 

*Whispers in the Dark 


(Famous) 


So Rai re 


Baby? 


) 


*Can 1 Forget You? 


Cabin of Dreams 
*Atvald to Breau 
So ee Memeries 
tYou ‘and I : Know 
Mnches Rights 

(Marlo) 
*Yours and Mine 
One Rose Left in My 
Can't Stop Me from Dreaming 


R 


Heart 


*First Time I Saw You 
tsantly-Joy) 

*I Know — 
(Remic 

*Blossoms on Broadway 
(Famous) 

Tears in My 
(Marks) 

Goodby Jonah 
(Robbins) 

Meonlight on the Highway 
(Morris) 

*Natural Thing to Do 
(Select) 

*Step Breaking My Heart 
(Famous) 

*Loveliness of You 
(Miller) 

* Indicates filmusical song. 
¥ Production Number. 


Heart 

















MPPA Probing Disc Sales; 
For Gur Peace of Mind Only 


For the first time in the history 
of the business music publishers, 





| probe figured that everything may 


as | be aboveboard but that it was worth 


a group, are conducting a probe of | the investment in the service of a 


the accountings on manufacture and , 
distribution kept by the 


firm of CPA’s to allay their doubts. 


various | Opinion in this quarter is that if 


phonograph record companies. Sift-| the investigation unearths substan- 
ing of the ledgers and other data | tial discrepancies the present royalty 
started Monday (4), with Prager & arrangement of 1%c. will be can- 


Martin, certified public accountants 
retained by the Music Publishers 
Protective Association to direct the 
job. While the investigation has | 
been under consideration for some 
time, there was a reluctance to act 
until at least 12 important publishers 
had given their written consent for 
the procedure. 

Things that for some time have 
stirred much curiosity in the minds | 
of the publishers is the wide dis- |} 
crepancy shown between the total 
of the disc sales as carried on their | 
statements from phonograph 


com- | 


celled and the major pubs will do 
their business with the phonograph 
companies through a central licens- 
ing bureau. 


All-Colored Unit Taal 
By Ethel Waters to Tour 
Dixie Theatres, Ballrooms 





Ethel Waters being set for her first 


panies and the huge amount of rec c- | one- nighting stint through the south 


ords that it is estimated are neces- 
sary for the servicing of the 400,000 | 


coin-operated machines which have 
been installed throughout this 
country and Canada, 

Tips? 

Information which has come to 
publishers from various sources is 
responsible for the general impres- 
sion that some of the record com- | 


panies have not been accounting for 
such wholesale disposals on the 
grounds that the jobbers servicing 
these machines are allowed unlimit- 
ed return privileges. Also 
some cases the turnover is _ not 
treated as an outright 
rental, 


| accompanied by her husband. 


|minus a stage for the revue, 
| include theatres and concert engage- 


sale but aj} 
| toured 
Publishers who okayed the MPPA's | 


Paul 
As- 


will 


Mallory’s band by Harry Moss’ 
sociated Radio Artists. Tour 


| open around first week of November. 


Company will total about 30 people 
including the musicians and will tour 


| the entire south ag a revue attraction. 
| Advance 


man makes arrangements 
work in danceries 
Will 


for structural 


ments where there are no dance 


' dates. 
that in| 


It’s first all-colored unit to play the 
south although Miss Waters and sev- 
eral other top negro performers have 
with musicals and other 
shows. 








‘Indpls. Clubs, 


Hotels Consent 
To Closed Shop 





Indianapolis, Oct. 5. 

An agreement has been made be- 
tween the local Musicians’ Union and 
hotels and clubs employing whereby 
no non-union entertainment will be 
permitted on the premises. Hereto- 
fore social, fraternal, and business 
clubs have been in the habit of hir- 
ing a few non-union entertainers to 
play during meetings or at meal- 
time, 

Under the new ruling, all talent 
bookings will have to be submitted 
in advance, and if union card is not 
in evidence, club or hotel will re- 
fuse to rent space for meeting. 


On the Upbeat 








Rita Rio's Hollywood Restaurant 
engagement starting Oct. 4 is first 
important Broadway placement for 
an all-girl outfit. 

Jimmy Lunceford opens at Sebas- 
tian’s Cotton Club, Los Angeles, Oct. 
7, for Harold Oxley. 

Nina Rinaldo booked by CRA for 
the Chez Paree, Chicago, opening 
Oct. 10. 





Emil Velazco’s crew open at Show 





Boat, St. Louis, Oct. 10 for six 
weeks. 
Peter Kent’s band out at New 


Yorker hotel Oct. 6 to open at the 
Congress hotel, Chicago, Oct. 9 





Don Bestor 
| Club, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
| Stern succeeds Bestor on Nov. 4. 


Sammy ave pulls out of Bill) 
| Green's, Pittsburgh, next week after 
a month's stay and will embark on 
flock of one-nighters. He'll be suc- 

(Continued on page 54) 


into the New Penn | 
Oct. 23. Harold | 








| 





The Year's Most 


ROBBINS offers— 


Important Music 








ARTHUR SCHWARTZ’ 


Songs for Radio City's 


YOU AND 


The Greatest Production Score of the Decade 
and LEONARD STILLMAN’S 


Musleal 


AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 
GOOD-BYE JONAH 
IF YOU WERE SOMEONE ELSE 


Romance “VIRGINIA 





I'M FEELIN’ 


BROWN and FREED SCORE AGAIN! 


"Broadway Melody of 1938," and These Hits: 
YOURS AND MINE 

LIKE A MILLION 

YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 
EVERYBODY SING 





GORDON and REVEL’S Greatest score from Eddle Cantor's 


20th Century-Fox Production, “All Baba Goes to -Town"” 


I'VE GOT MY HEART SET ON YOU 
LAUGH YOUR WAY THROUGH LIFE 
SWING IS HERE TO SWAY 





LEADING ALI, 


SONG HITS IN POPULARITY 


SO RARE 








ROBBINS MUSIC 
799 Seventh Avenue 





CORPORATION 
New York 











A HIT FROM “THE LIFE OF THE PARTY” 





STILL. TOPS 
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[ins IN DECEMBER | MY CABIN OF DREAMS 


IRVING BERLI? 


Inc. 


° 799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW_YORK ° 


HARRY LINK, Gen. 
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Lefty Heads for Home and Goes Vaude 


Sentimental as Re-Plays the ‘Route 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
En Route, Oct. 5. 





26 sgie: ; : 
a foe on the last lap home and it won’t be no time before I'll be 
back in Coolacres with you, and to tell you the truth, even though the 
trip has been swell and I had a great time I sure will be happy to get | 
back with you and put my feet under the table to one of your good square | 
meals. , 

Driving through these big towns and cities and flag stops sure brings | 
back memories when me and you trouped and the laughs and heartaches | 
we had many a season. We were young then and so were the towns; now 
they’re grown up too, and they don’t seem to be as jolly as they used to 
be : I showed Kerwin and Mallen through Philly but it ain’t the Philly 
of Keith’s Bijou and Chestnut St., of Dad’s, the Hurley House, Mother 
O’Brien’s and Mike Tuller’s. I showed them Wanamaker’s where Raymond 
Hitchcock used to be a shoe salesman. I showed ’em where the Barry- 
mores played, where Jack Norworth and W. C. Fields were born. Where 
Herb Williams played piano, where Frank Orth, Jimmy Conlin, Walter e. 
Kelly, Oscar Shaw, George Keliy, Ann Pennington and hundreds of other 
great performers hung out. I showed ’em the little park where Frank 
Tinney, the greatest natural comic that ever lived, likes to sun himself 
these days. Philly sure produced plenty of talent. 

When we drove through Cleveland I showed ’em the old Hippodrome 
—you remember how scared we were that they wouldn’t hear us when we 
opened there the first time—they had no mikes those days—but they heard 
us. Arthur Hopkins and Eugene Walters, the playwright, come from that 
town. 

In Detroit I could just picture old man Williams sitting in the first en- 
trance reviewing the acts. That town is kinda proud of Mary Boland, 
Marguerite Young and Helen McKellar. 

Then we stopped over night at Chicago. Of course that is always a 
great city to me. You remember the laughs at the old Saratoga and the 
Grant and City Hall Square? You remember the old Palace and the 
Majestic and the hundreds of swell dates we played outta there? <That’s 
a town that gave plenty of good troupers to vaudeville and show business 
—Dorothy Dalton, Irene Fenwick, Madge Kennedy, Charles Richman, Cor- 
nelia Skinner, Gloria Swanson, Felix Adler, Bernard Granville, Louise 
Closser Hale, Clara Lipman, Jimmy Hussey, William Anthony McGuire, 
‘ and Flo Ziegfeld. Not a bad layout eh? 

Driving through Omaha you couldn’t help but think of George Sidney 
and Fred and Adele Astaire. Lincoln, Nebraska, brought back memories 
of the time Walter C. Kelly would fight with the local Chamber of Com- 
merce and write letters about the town to Variety. Plenty of laughs! 
Denver brought back memories of Max Fabish, the manager of the 
Orpheum, with his swell dialect—real Cherman, That town did all right 
by show business giving it Doug Fairbanks, Fred Stone and Paul White- 
man. We are now at Salt Lake, the town where many a good act got a 
bad report, but it’s a swell burg—it gave us Maude Adams and Joe Santley. 

Gee, it’s a grand bunch of memories Aggie, arg you're in all of ’em. 
Vaudeville sure was a lot of fun while it lasted. You know Aggie, at home 
sometimes I am too busy and sometimes a little neglectful. I’m not an 
old guy but the years somehow cut a guy down; they take their commis- 
sion, and so I don’t stop to think to give you a routine of nice talk like I 
used to years ago, You know us being together all the time kinda ties down 
my tongue for those pretty speeches, but being away from you kinda got 
me closer to you. You're a swell pal and a grand wife—it won’t be long 
now when I get back home and maybe get into an argument with you, but 
always remember I love you, funny face. 


Have my picture on the dresser, I'll be playing your house in a few days. 
Love and kisses, sez Lefty. 


| Buffalo interest in legit which has 





P. S.—Bill Gaxton says ‘The hardest time to get a baby to sleep is when 
she is 18.’ 


CALLAHAN’S N.E. TRIP | Skirboll Mulls Flesh 
AS APOLLO EXIT, VIEW For Barry, Pittsburg 


Emmett Callahan, associated with Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 
Max Wilner in operation of the| William Skirboll, operator of 
Apollo, Times Square burley house, | Barry, downtown subsequent run 
left for a motor tour of New England | house, considering switch from 
this week. straight pix to combo flesh and flick- 

Departure gave rise to reports|ers. Consulting now with unions 


that he had relinquished interest in | trying to set scale for musicians and 
the house and that Wilner would stagehands. Only one other site in 


carry on alone. Neither principals t lavi h WB deluxe 
could be reached for verification. ais Binley, but ‘Barry figuring on 
using lesser units and vaude. 


Barry was formerly Pitt, a Shu- 
bert legit house, and then became 
vaude house under management of 
George Shaffer. Since being taken 
over almost two years ago by Skir- 
boll, who changed the name to 
Barry, spot, however, has been 
playing duals with three changes 
weekly. 


N.0. NITERIES BOOM; 
FOUR SPOTS OPENING 


New Orleans, Oct. 5. 

Nitery operators are smiling again 
now that autumn weather has in- 
vated the city. Business has shown 
a decided spurt. Club Plantation, 
operated by Pete Herman, ex- 
bantam champion, put in new 
floor show Saturday (2) topped by 
Helen Savaga, warbler, and includ- 
ing Dillon and Parlow, dance team. 
Place completely renovated. 

Jung Hotel will enter nitery busi- 
ness when it opens roof as nitery in 
December featuring name _ bands. 
Cotton club, closed for sometime, 
also reopened its doors past week 














Ayars Lamarr’s Suit 
Indianapolis, Oct. 5. 

Local band leader Ayars Lamarr 
(now of Chicago) last week filed suit 
in Chicago for $25,000 against the 120 
Lake Garage Corp. Lamarr alleges 
in his suit he was injured by an 
auto backed by a garage attendant. 
Has played numerous times at In- 
diana Roof ballroom here for Tom 
Devine, and formerly had a band 


at Indiana University while a student 
there. 


Lamarr’s attorney, Harve Robert 
Hectman, said the funds for educa- 
tion of Lamarr were furnished by 
late Sen. Huey Long. 











Hirst Circuit 


Week of Oct. 10 


c ‘Babes With Charms’—Hudson, 
vity. 
‘Moonlight Maids’—Howard, Boston. 
‘Pageant of Folly’—Troc. Philadelnvhia. 
‘Foot Loose Parade’—Gayety, Wash- 
ington. 
‘Jolies Begere’—Gayety, Taltimore. 
‘Cupid’s Carnival’—Capitol, Toledo. 
‘Beef Trust’—Gayety, Cincinnati, 
‘Stage Scandals’—Casino, Pittsburgh. 





Union | 


‘Say It With Girls’—National, Louis- . 
Ville, with a good crowd on hand, by Ed- 
‘Bars and Stripes’—Garrick, St. Louis. 


ward and Dave Beckerman. Leon 
Prima, brother of trumpeter Louis, 
has reopened his French Quarter 


‘Frisky Frelics’—Rialto, Chicago. 
*Parfsian Flirts’—Casino, Toronto. 
‘Meet the Girls’—Embassy, Rochester, 
‘Pirate Belles'—Empire, Newark. 








‘Merry Models'—Jacques, Waterbury. | Club, which was closed all during 
‘Pleasure Mad’ — Lyric, Allentown, : "a 
Mon.-Tues.; Orpheum. Reading, Thurs.; summer while he operated Pent 


Earl, Atlantic City, Fri.-Sat.-Sun, ‘lhouse, lakefront spot. 





Buff’s 1-a-Month Flesh 


Buffalo, Oct. 5. 

Shea’s Buffalo, ace deluxer here, 
will feature one stage show a month 
beginning with the Bowes unit cur- 
rently. 

The house abandoned stage pres- 
entations several seasons ago and the 
partial resumption of the -presenta- 
tion policy is thought to be influ- 
enced by the much touted revival of 


marked the opening of the present 
season here, 








UNION RATE UP 
IN PITT CAFES 


| 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 

General raise in pay scale has just} 
been placed into effect here by mu-}| 
sicians’ local and affecting every 
hotel, nitery, cafe and restaurant in | 
town. Boosts will range from 5% 
to almost five times that much in 
some cases. 

General realignment of Pittsburgh 
spots has been made by the local, 
with every place using music get- 
ting a special classification with a 
uniform scale for each one. Only} 
Class A site will be the William 
Penn hotel, where rate from now on 
will be $1.75 an hour, with other 
hotels falling into B and cafes and 
niteries ranging down through C, D, 
E and F. 

Under latest readjustment, too, 
spots have to use musicians a min- 
imum of 30 hours, a move directed 
principally at a flock of roadhouses 
operating nightly only from 10 p.m. 
to 2 am. Pittsburgh entrepreneurs 
were given no notice by local, all of 
them being informed only few days 
ago that new scale would go into 
effect 1st of October. 

Set-up, however, doesn’t apply to 
theatres, since these contracts are 
negotiated separately and, anyway, 
current one still has until next Sep- 
tember to run, 


Walkout and Picketing 
By Newark Music Union 








Newark, Oct. 5. 
New season at Empire Burlesque 
hits a snag with union musicians 
out and replaced by non-unionists. 
Local union has demanded that 
Brock, entering his third season of 





Managing the house, add two men 
ito the regular orchestra. Brock 
| requested only one man be added, 
due to uncertainty of business in 
this field, with the understanding 
said man would be made permanent 
if business warranted. House has 
suffered with rest of circuit, so 
Brock had to let extra man go. 
Union ordered rest of orchestra 
out Saturday (2) night and picket- 
ing of house started Sunday (3). 
House is, of course, 100% union and 
is not affected otherwise by orches- 
tra walk-out. Brock in high stand- 
ing with union, so amicable arrange- 
ment in near future not improbable. 





Republic-Star’s Rotate 


Rotating stock deal has been made 
between Weinstock interests, oper- 
ating the Republic, N. Y., and Messrs. 
Raymond, operating the Star, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., whereby shows at each 
house will alternate weekly. 

New arrangement went in this 
week when the Star dropped wheel 
road shows for stock policy. Inter- 
change deal makes it easier for both 
houses, 








TRANSPLANTED YACHT CLUB 


Larger, more elaborate Yacht Club, 
N. Y., is scheduled to have its formal 
opening tomorrow (Thursday), one 
| block west of its former 52d St. site. 

Talent list headed by Henny 
Youngman, Frances Faye and Bert 
Frohman, backed by Peggy Seel, 
dancer; Johnny and George, Siboney 
Quartet and Eddie Elkins orchestra. 





Delayed Layoff 


Kansas City, Oct. 5. 

After appearing at the Fox Tower, 
vaudfilmer, for 1,275 consecutive 
days, Judy Conrad and his orch 
moved out for a week’s vacash. 

Little Jack Little’s band in for 
current week, allowing Conrad's 
crew a week off with pay. 





Hounded by Suits, 
Pirchner Starts 
Another Cleve Spot 


Cleveland, Oct. 5. 
Herman Pirchner, who operated 
four Tyrolean niteries this summer, 
is being hounded by lawsuits, but 
they didn’t stop him from opening 
another Alpine Village on main 
street last week. Three creditors, 





BROADWAYITE 
LEAVES B'WAY 


By JACK OSTERMAN 


Cleveland, Oct. 5. 
Martha Raye, who was born with a 
silver shovel in her mouth, divorces 








claiming Pirchner owes them a total 
of $986, filed an involuntary peti- | 
tion in bankruptcy against the Al- | 
pine Exposition Co., which he ran | 
at the Great Lakes Exposition. | 
Plaintiffs include a milk company 
wanting $358, a paper company seek- 
ing $485 and another creditor ask- | 
ing $147. 

Pirchner got another tough bump | 
when the Government attached a tax | 
lien of $1,242 against his two Expo | 
cabarets. Tax officials say he didn’t | 
pay cabaret and social security taxes 
for August and September. Insist | 
he owes Uncle Sam $333 for his | 
Showboat, $601 for his Exp@ Alpine 
Tavern and $306 in social security | 
deductions. Operator answered that | 
he turned those amounts over to! 
fair executives to be paid out, but 
latter deny ever receiving it. 

Operator’s floating nitery on the 
lakefront folded a couple of weeks | 
before Expo shut down, after Faith 
Bacon failed to pull it out of the 
doldrums, Centennial was just a 
heavy headache to Pirchner, who 
says he lost $70,000 on his Fair 
ventures. 


Dorothy Kay Will Do 
Oversea Bally for F-C 


Dorothy Kay, partnered until Sat- 
urday last with Monte Proser’s 
pressagentry, is slated to accompany 
Clifford C. Fischer back to Paris and 
London and do overseas ballyhoo at- 
tendant to the next imported revue 
for the French Casino, N. Y. Fischer 
arrived yesterday (Tuesday) with 
Henry Lartigue, the new general 
factotum of the French Casino, who 
will take over the general direction 
of the Broadway nitery. Fischer, 
after installing his charge, sails back 
pronto, Miss Kay to accompany him. 

Idea is to advance-bally the im- 
ported shows long before their ad- 
vent to New York, giving the French 
Casino the aura of a Franco-Ameri- 
can institution. Of course, the re- 
cent advent of the International 
Casino, now clicking after a false 
start, has much to do with it. 


Miss Kay’s severance from Proser 
doesn’t hamper Proser’s retaining 
the French Casino account per 
usual. She merely will be payrolled 
by Fischer personally. 


Lartigue’s mission will be run the 
F.C. as he has the smart casinos in 
Pau, Cannes, Biarritz, etc., and thus 
relieve Jack Shapiro and Louis F: 
Blumenthal of executive headaches 
as heretofore. 














Dancer’s 3d Suit Against 
76-Yr. Oldster; $533,500 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

Jeanne de la Mar, brunet terper, 
started another legal action last 
Tuesday (28) against Ralph Mod- 
jeski, 76-year-old bridge designed. 
This time she asks $533,500. Action 
is third in six years as a result of 
femme’s claim that Modjeski prom- 
ised to marry her in 1930. When 
he divorced his wife and married 
Mary T. Giblyn, Miss de la Mar 
sued for $1,000,000 and settled for 
$35,000. In 1933 she sued again, 
claiming she got only $1,500. 

Last week she asked $500,000 for 
breach of promise and $33,500 dam- 
ages for failure of settlement nego- 
tiations. She said she parted with 
various ‘friendly’ letters and wires 
when settlement was negotiated. 


Michaels’ Hub Burley 


Max Michaels, formerly associated 
with the Weinstock-Minsky interests 
in operation of the Park, Boston, 
has taken over the Columbia, Bos- 
ton, and will relight the house Oct. 
11 with stock burley policy. 

Columbia has not had burley in 25 
years, but ‘about everything else in 
amusement classification has shown 
there. Its reopening will give the 
Howard, currently playing the Issy 
Hirst roadshows, only opposish in 
several years since the Park scrapped 




















burley for pix policy. 


Buddy Westmore, Hollywood make- 
up artist whom Martha won’t make 
up with...claims he refused to pay 
the bills...theme song for Martha, 
‘Buddy, can you spare a dime?’ 
Colored maid claims she served 
them pies in bed. Hollywood pies 
were evidently made for two-reel 
and one-reel marriages. 
Had she served matzohs that would 
have been crumbs for divorce or cof- 
fee would have been grounds. [Two 


more like that and we'll get our own 
radio .program!] 

Congrats to Belle Baker on her 
marriage to the editor of that trade 
paper. Good luck Belle, but you 
always got good notices anyway. 

How can a man with a name like 
Black join the Klan in the first place? 

Structure here that housed the 
‘Aquacade’ will remain _intact.. 
Shubert operettas will be presented 
there next summer, probably open- 
ing with ‘Student Prince.’ My gosh, 
when is that prince going to grad- 
uate? 

Richard Wall, Toledo farmer, in- 
herits a 100 grand...throws away 
his Sears-Roebuck catalog and buys 
Esquire! 

Burlesque theatre here is called 
the Roxy...Joe Yule, starring this 
week, bills himself ‘Father of 
Mickey Rooney.’ That’s something 
new...can’t wait till we see Martha 
Sleeper, ‘niece of J. J. Murdock,’ 

Billy Rose thinking of making pic- 
tures in Hollywood...using Culver 
City for studio and Santa Monica 
for a cutting room! 


Appreciate this VARIETY come- 
back...maybe if we play our cards 
right with Joe Laurie, Jr., we can 
work our way into the Index. 
There’s an idea. How about starting 
a feud with Joe’s Lefty? Nothing 
like a good old feud these days... 
if it’s good enough for Winchell, 
Bernie, Allen and Benny it ought to 
be good enough for us, eh Joe? 

Night club entertainers here have 
to give a new kind of audition; it’s 
not, ‘Girlie, how can you sing?’ it’s 
‘Girlie, how can you drink?’ One 
girl was such a big hit in a spot 
here she had her salary raised three 
quarts, 


Hope Henny Youngman keeps 
working so we won't be forgotten on 
the Main Stem. 


Always interests me...we mean 
O. O. MclIntyre’s ‘Thoughts While 
Strolling’...he always starts with 
‘Out of bed...then through Wash- 
ington Square for a stroll...looking 
at the artists’ paintings on the street 
...then for a chat with Sinclair 
Lewis’...don’t you ever eat breakfast 
first, Mac? O, O. is a Buckeye like 
ourselves, 


Archie Bell Laid Up 


And speaking of Ohio newspaper- 
men reminds us that the first thing 
we did when we arrived in Cleve- 
land was to look up the dean of mid- 
western critics, Atchie Bell, who for 
three years has been confined to his 
home with heart trouble, most of 
the three years flat on his back. For 
21 years he was dramatic editor of 
the Cleveland News and a great 
authority on the theatre he loved so 
well. We’ve known him since we 
were a baby and he confided to us 
that it was pretty lonesome being 
shut up away from what little the- 
atrical activity remains here. He 
also said that the Alfred Lunts, 
Rudy Vallee and yours truly were 
the only visitors he has had in his 
days of illness) We remember the 
time when any actor or press agent 
would rush from the train to the 
News office to try to land a story 
with Archie, and 10-1 he would 
oblige. A word from him was 
theatrical dynamite. It wasn’t a ter- 
rific compliment to cater then, but 
now that a lounge replaces the 
swivel chair, and he grabs medicine 
bottles instead. of his typewriter 
with a greater Power hovering over 
him than the power of the press... 
now that he can no longer literally 
‘make or break you’...now is the 
time to remember past favors and 
when visiting Cleveland, visit 
Archie Bell and ‘talk shop’. ..he still 
loves it. 

But as Archie said as we parted 
‘Jackie, remember that most peo- 
ple’s memories fade as fast as yes- 
terday’s write-up.’ 
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Vaude Return as Theatre Biz Hypo: 


3 Chi Nabes Evidence It at the B.0. 





v 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Annual talk which hits town every 
year at this season, that there should 
be more vaudeville, has a little more 


More Bowes’ Units 





Latest pair of Major Bowes’ units 


Am Gags for Prizes; 


Answers Pre-Historic 
Washington, Oct. 5. 
With emphasis among house p.a’s 
perforce placed on flicker  bally, 
stunt along regular contest lines to 
put over a new vaude act is out of 
the ordinary. Idea cooked up by 
Daily News’ acting drama ed with 
Ray Bell, Loew's Capitol ballyboy, 
demonstrated it can be done profit- 
ably, however. 





Loew-Rappaport-Sherman Deal 


For 344 Weeks to Battle WB In 
Pitt, Washington, Philadelphia 





i j i ‘ i ’ od M4 Loew circuit, down to two weeks 
. ti make the ‘ , , Crick turned out column recalling M | D F | c ircuit, N ‘ 
force to it this time. h : ae ere ; thee ead me fact that vaude audiences are prone e ton S etroit alr | has been feeling the competition of 

Mostly, it’s by vaudeville agents theatres this week. Dixie Jubilee/tg make cracks about caliber and icons Warner’s three stanzas and as a re- 
and talent against theatre operators.|colored unit, recently revamped, 


They want vaudeville, and claim that 
the public does, too. They cite the 
Stratford, Ogden and Kedzie as 
proof. On the nights these theatres 
play flesh attractions, it’s tough to 
get a seat, while on the same nights 
at the adjacent Southtown, Engle- 


bowed at the Plymouth, Worcester, | 
Mass., Oct. 4. The Transcontinental | 
unit breaks in at Fay’s, Providence, | 
Oct. 8. | 

Lloyd Marx former musician and | 
now producer of Bowes’ units has| 





e € ° ° | 
|} built 32 units including two new} 





| offering to buy three best gags sub- | 





staleness of many gags peddled by 
emcees, using idea as excuse for 


Detroit, Oct. 5. 
James Melton has been signed as | 





lengthy blurb on emceeing in gen- 
eral. Piece wound up with sugges- | 
tion that Capitol give local squawk- | 


ers a chance to write better stuff by | 


| chief 


guestee at Detroit's ‘Little 
World Fair,’ to be held in Conven- 
tion Hall here Jan. 21-30. 


Melton replaces Lanny Ross, who 
headed the entertainment at the ex- 


sult concluded a deal on Monday (4) 
whereby it can offer shows playing 


| Loew’s Capitol, Washington, a total 


of two-and-half weeks additional 
time. Deal involves Izzy Rappaport, 
operator of the indie vaudfilm Hipp, 
Baltimore, and Eddie Sherman, who 


mitted. i453 f the last two years. Acts books that house as well as Fay’s, 
stomer can ise he : i | position for the last two years, Act: 3 hs dena ss dl 
peek ae eo ss center ones, during the two years. Column was followed up for two | to fill will be selected from among | Philly, Atlantic City’s Steel Pier, 
wa o j days with plugs listing prizes of $10, | 


Agents are making an effort to 
swing some of the old neighborhood 
stands over to a flesh policy, starting 
them off as week-end stands. They’ve 
succeeded to some extent during the 
last couple of weeks, and are pro- 
viding bills costing not over $250 for 
the day, $500 for the weekend. 


However, the agents are running 
up against plenty of trouble in get- 
ting houses to swing over from a 
policy of straight duals. 


doors of other houses on flesh days, 
just as much profit can be made on 
a policy of straight duals, and with 
a lot less bother. 

Squawk goes on with a long list of 
complaints to show that operators 
are actually determined to keep 
vaudeville out. Operators claim 
there’s no such thing. Show them 
how vaudeville will increase the net 
appreciably, and they’ll gladly take 
it, thoy say. 

Agents are also crying that with 
vaudeville not having any stands, 
pictures and legit won’t have any 
place to get talent and that the 
operators don’t seem to care at all. 
Furthermore, say the agents, the 
exhibitors are cutting their own 
throats by not playing vaudeville, 
because with no place to get talent, 
the picture business will start to go 
down, and finally die of talent 
starvation. 


But to all wails about such matters, 
the exhibitors turn a deaf ear, for 
they feel that such isn’t the real 
reason agents want vaudeville stands. 
There’s a percentage angle involved, 
say the ops. 


NBC Discontinues 
Production of Units 
For Vaude Dates 


NBC Artist Service isnt putting 
out any vaude units this year. Chief 
reason is that names repped by the 
Service who could play vaude are 
tied up by radio commitments and 
cannot go on tours. Those avail- 
eble haven’t the marquee magnetism, 
which would necessitate the Service 
getting outside talent, and that isn’t 
NBC's idea. The units were chiefly 
fashioned to use up the talent on the 
Service list. 


NBC got into unit production as a 
result of the Major Bowes amateur 
outfits which were first sent out 
three years ago last summer. For a 
while the Service and Bowes’ office 
worked in tandem and split the 
profits, Then Bowes wised and went 
into amateur unit production solo. 








Only dealings with vaude which) 


the Service will continue wili be the 
booking of individual talent. Jack 
Von Tilzer handles that end for the 
outfit. 





Continue Femme Line 
At Fox, Det., for Fall 


Detroit, Oct. 5. 
Gae Foster 16-gal line, originally 
set in for only the summer months, 


Operators | 
claim that, despite s.r.o. signs on the | 


FOLDS 2 UNITS 





Two Issy Hirst wheel shows, ‘Bozo | applause 


Snyder’s Own Show’ and unit head- 
ed by Harry. J. Conley, are folding 
this week (9) to counter-balance the 
| circuit because of house dropouts. 


Snyder, standard burley name for 
years, was reported dissatisfied with 
|the non-burley classification of the 
| roadshows which hurt biz all around. 
In some spots, however, Snyder’s 
show did biz with payees about con- 





vinced it was burlesque because of | 


Snyder’s appearance therein. 


AUSSIE CIRCUIT BOOKER 
HERE ON TALENT QUEST 


George Dickerson, representing the 
chain of Tivoli Theatres in Australia, 
arrived in New York this week to 
round up vaude talent for the Aussie 
houses. 

Charlie Allen, of the Curtis & 
Allen agency, which is the U. S. 
rep for Tivoli, will cover the town 
with Dickerson, looking at both 
vaude and nitery acts. 

Last autumn Frank Neil came over 
for Tivoli. Curtis & Allen rented a 
dark Broadway legit house and held 
a series of auditions of acts at the 
rate of 25 a day. This year the turns 
will be caught publicly if possible, 
and those not working which have 
been tabbed for a look-see will be 
auditioned at  Dickerson’s’ con- 
venience. 


$5,000 Suit Vs. Nitery 
For Injury, No Payoff 


Detroit, Oct. 5. 

Consuelo Gomez, hoofer under tag 
of ‘Chiquita,’ is suing the Corktown 
Tavern here and Proprietor Richard 
S. Thomas for $5,000 damages for an 
injury she charges was received in 
May, 1936, when a porter at the 
nitery dropped two cases of beer 
bottles on her. 

Hoofer, who claims Lefty Gomez, 
N. Y. Yankee hurler, as a cousin, 
charges that the porter bumped into 
her while she stood waiting in the 
performers’ dressing room, which 
she said was then used also as a 
storeroom. 

As a result of the injuries, she 
testified in circuit court last week, 
she has lost her ability to do a fancy 
tango number with her partner, 














i$5 and $3 with 10 pairs of guest | orch and a coupla other acts prob- 
| tickets for runners-up. Stunt was | able. 
bg | laid in lap of Sammy Walsh, making 


| 
his bigtime debut here after porta 


at Old Point Comfort Hotel, listing 
him as sole judge of gags and giving 
him the right to present them any 
way he saw fit at the last show on 
the second day of his stay. Judging 
was strictly on the basis of audience 
at the show in question, 
the giggles being measured by deci- 
meter machine loaned by a local re- 
cording studio. 


Stunt made a nice piece of busi- 
ness, Walsh explaining idea, pulling 
gags out of his pocket one by one 
and reading them, He used about 
12, which were too many, but at 
least half went over well and com- 
petitive angle socked "em home. Be- 
sides giving Walsh a trio of good 
yarns for use the rest of week, the 
stunt copped plenty of space in the 
paper and sent the audience away 
talking. On the strength of the 
three-day build-up, nearly 100 en- 
tries weré submitted, most of them 
pre-dating Joe Miller. 


Pro Audish Gag 
As N. Y. Break-In 





local .ether performers, with an 





BAA-AFA RENEW 
JURISDIX TIFF 


Jurisdictional fight between the 
Burlesque Artists Assn. and the 
American Federation of Actors, the 
vaude union which gained recogni- 
tion of burlesque in New York, has 
flared again. Thomas J. Phillips, 
BAA head, has filed a complaint 
against AFA with the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America, parent 
body of both groups under an Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor charter. 

It is charged that the AFA has 
been conducted in a manner prejudi- 
cial to member unions of the Four 
A’s, particularly to the BAA. Spe- 
cifically, the AFA is alleged to have 
forced burlesque union members ap- 
pearing out of town to join the 
vaudeville branch under threat of 
dismissal. Charged, too, that the 
vaude union organizers were aided 
by the Hirst circuit. 

When the charges were filed, the 
Four A’s immediately ordered the 
AFA to desist from such ‘prose- 
lyting’ until the matter is thrashed 
out at a hearing to be held shortly. 

















For Vets, Tyros 





Professional audition gag, not an 
amateur show, is the deal Kathryn 
Parsons has with the new El Do- 
rado (new Club Richman), N. Y., 
starting next Friday (15). Only pro 
acts will get contracts at $50 a week, 
two weeks’ minimum, to work with 


her in her cavalcade of variety tal- 
ent. Auditions will be once a week 
and acts booked only through regu- 
lar agents; no ams. 

Idea is to insure a Broadway 
showing for new faces or vet acts 
who haven’t had a N. Y. showcase 
opportunity because of the paucity 








Alleged that coercion has been car- 
ried on despite the fact that bur- 
lesque as played outside of New 
York has not been changed in any 
degree since before the classifica- 
tion was ruled out in the metropo- 
lis by the license commissioner with 
the support of the mayor. 

It is also contended that the term 
vaudeville as applied to current bur- 
lesque shows in New York is a mis- 
nomer, that the class of perform- 
ances has changed very little and 
that most of the players are identi- 
fied as burlesque people. BAA ex- 


and the Colonial, Lancaster, 

Loew’s Capitol has a policy which 
differs from the other circuit house, 
the State, N. Y. Latter has been 
playing predominantly colored bands 
lately, which do not meet with such 
favor in Washington as in New York. 
That means the Capitol must more 
or less be booked as a single stand, 
and Warners, in having Earle the- 
atres in Philly and Washington, plus 
the Stanley, Pittsburgh, has been 
buying the best acts and names away 
from Loew's by offering more time. 

Meeting Monday was called by 
Carton Barron, Loew's’ southern 
division manager, and attended by 
Sidney Piermont, Loew booker, as 
well as Rappaport and Sherman. The 
total of three-and-half successive 
weeks offered shows through the 
combination of circuit and indie the- 
atres is calculated to offset the three 
Warner weeks. 

Piermont Booking 

Piermont will continue to book 
Loew’s Washington spot indepen- 
dently of Sherman’s spots; the play- 
ing time is the only thing pooled, 
First show set for the new layout 
will be a unit produced by Harry 
Crosley, onetime presentation pro- 
ducer at the Capitol, N. Y. Show, as 
yet uncast and unnamed, will open 
for three days in Lancaster on Nov. 
2, then successively troupe through 
Washington, Baltimore and Philly. 
Sundays being out in Philly, the 
show will fill in that day at the Steel 
Pier, 

Another Crosley unit will flit 
around the ‘circuit,’ opening in Lan- 
caster on Nov. 30. Crosley was 
brought originally into the picture 
by Loew's, when he was asked to 
produce a show for the Washington 
theatre and refused unless he was 
given more consecutive guaranteed 
playing time than the one-week cir- 
cuit could offer. The producer’s nix 
led to the overture made by Barron 
to Rappaport and Sherman. 
Coincidentally, the deal just made 
casts a new light on the relationship 
between Rappaport’s indie Baltimore 
house and the Loew circuit. Four 





pects to prove its accusations at a 
supplementary meeting when the 
charges will be heard. Hopes to re- 
gain jurisdiction. 








of available spots. There’s also a 
radio hookup involved with it. 


Helen Morgan continues at El Do- 
rado, 


Heller Ducks Nervous 
Breakdown by Layoff. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 
Ordered by his physician to take a 
complete rest following threats of a 
breakdown, Jackie Heller has can- 

















Jesus Alfero. She also charges 
Thomas refused to pay her the night 
of accident because she was unable 
, to work. 











| Lincoln Readies: Vaude | 


celled everything for the next 
month, including flock of radio and 
nitery dates. He's vacationing here 
with his family for a few days and 


FILMS LOOK GOOD, SO 
VAUDE’S OUT AGAIN 


Proposed vaude policies for Tivoli, 
Brooklyn, and Grand Opera House, 
New York, has been set back until 
after the Xmas holidays. 

Plan had been five acts on split 
week on interchange basis since both 
houses are under same management. 
Good lineup of strong pictures de- 
cided management to forget about 
vaude until next January. 








Stagedoor Audish 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 





sails from New York Friday (8) for} 
Bermuda where he will spend couple 
of weeks. 

leller on Nov. 4 picks up again at 


| 12-year-old 
| won the youngster a spot in Horace 


A stagedoor audition at the Stan- 
ley last week by Bernard Morgan, 
Pittsburgh tap dancer, 


years ago, when Loew had 12 weeks, 
it declared Rappaport’s sole indie 
‘unfair’ and told acts that if they 
played the spot, Loew time would be 
closed to them. At that time the 
circuit had the Century, Baltimore, 
opposing the Hipp with flesh. The 
‘unfair’ listing against the Hipp was 
lifted shortly after it was posted, 
The Century went straight-film last 
year, leaving Rappaport unopposed 
in the downtown Baltimore situation. 

Arrangement which has. been 
worked out is the first in which a 
circuit has sought help from a setup 
of indies for sufficient playing time 
to offset competition from rival the- 
atres, .Heretofore, the circuits have 
been prone to playing ball with each 
other rather than align with indies. 


Singing Waiters 
And Vodka Actors 
Talking AFA Tie-In 











Singing Waiters’ Association, 


in Minin we er” + Heidt’s show. Maestro put him on/|Cclaiming membership of 500, has 
: . Loew’s State, N. Y. Dropped out of | aa SX. 
will remain on indefinitely at the 7 Lincoln, Oct. 5. | College ie show in oni mot left | 2t WB. deluxer for one performance | opened negotiations for affiliation 
‘s and Pat | ,“2ude opens here, according to| i of NEC prosrams behind| 2nd kid stopped the show, with re-| with the American Federation of 
Fox theatre, here. Eve Ross an at Walt Shuttee, city manager of the | "Umber of NEC programs behind | 


Mason handling routines. 


Set in by Manager Dave Idzal to 
carry the house through the hot 
months with a minimum of effort 
through Fanchon & Marco’s supply- 


ing of settings for the Fox’s huge | 


stage, the line has built up a fol- 
lowing hereabouts with its versatile 
routines, Given top billing several 
limes during the last few months 
and furthered its rep considerably. 


Figured the line will remain on at 
least until the Skouras brothers take 


| Lincoln Theaters Corp., about Oct. 
21. Has ‘Bell's Hawaiian Follies’ for 

the first show on that date. Said he 

| if possible. 

Orpheum is the stage show house 

| here. 


Lomas’ Legiter 
| Lomes Troupe, 
\from vaude, have been added to 


| George Abott’s forthcoming produc- 


| might spot another show in before, | 


stilt performers | 


there when medico told him he had | 


} 


to take it easy. | 


| 


EDWARDS VS. LASKY—$95 
American Federation of Actors has 
brought suit in behalf of Irving Ed- 


| 
| 


unit producer, for $95 allegedly due 
Edwards on back salary claim. 
Claim is for salary due when Ed- 
| wards worked in one of Lasky’s units 
lin 1935. He was paid off with an 
| T.0.U. and had made several efforts 


| 
ber against Andre Lasky, western | 
| 


sult that Heidt decided to keep him. | 

Boy opened with Heidt on his one- | 
nighters in this sector over weekend | 
and will be with him at Loew’s| 
State, N. Y., Thursday (7). 





LaPorte, Ind., Goes Vaude 


LaPorte, Ind., Oct. 5. | 
| LaPorte theatre here inaugurated | 
new policy of two days a week of 
| vaude, in conjunction with present 
| weekly gimmic nites and replacing | 
current dual-bill card. 


Actors. Most of the members of the 
table chirpers’ outfit are already af- 
filiated with regular Hotel and Res- 
taurant Employees’ Alliance, but 
since a number of unemployed per- 
formers have taken to this tyne of 
employment, group wants to affiliate 
with AFA, 

Newly organized Russian Actors” 
Union may also affiliate with AFA, 





Lela Moore’s Frisco Date 


Lela Moore, with her ‘Dance of 
the Lovers,’ 
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ove he | tion of ‘Angel Island.’ | : 
first eye yard ge | Act's last legit was in Billy Rose’s | to collect since, prior to turning mat- 
is definitely determined. _ ‘Jumbo.’ ter over to the AFA. 


opens at the Golden 
Gus Sun agency will book. Shift | Gate theatre, San Francisco, Oct. 6, 
is effective Oct. 14. jfor three weeks. 








VARIETY 


VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 


Wednesday, October 6, 1937 











Night Club Reviews 





INT’L CASINO 


(NEW YORK) 


‘Bravo,’ revue tn two parts, produced by 
Pierre Sandrini fof the Bal Tabarin. Paris 
and Jacques-Charles (of the Moulin Rouge, 
no, atop 


Yaris) at the International Casi 
Criterion theatre, N. Y.. owned and op- 
erated by BMO Corp. (Louis J. Brecker, 
Joseph H. Mess and George Olsen). Ballets 
and dances staged by Marcel Berge, asst. 
producer; Chester Hale and Gertrude Hoff- 
man troupes, 20 and 17 respec; hallet of 12; 
36 showgirls; 14 acts; maestroed by Yascha 
Bunchueck, alternating with George Olsen 
and Basil Fomeen’s orchestras. 
leonce._m.c.’s. and acts are Artini, Bobby 
May, Caligary Bros., Chrysis de la Grange, 
Jeane Devereaux, Elizabeth Dell’ Adamt, 
Gaudsmith Bros., Jacqueline Mignac, Myr- 
till and Pacaud, Queens of Heart (6) (d- 
mund Fritz*s Viennese Harmony Singers), 
Senia Gorjanec, Stadler & Rose, Vera Troi- 


ZKYy 





Bravo for ‘Bravo!’, the Sandrini- 
Charles show at the new Interna- 
tional Casino, which makes it a 
double-salute considering the inaus- 
picious start originally two weeks 
ago. From a clambake, brought 
about. Dy mechanical deficiencies 
which completely stymied the pro- 
duction, the show, as it presently 
shapes up, is something of an object 
lesson to showmen on what a differ- 
ence the ‘presentation’ makes. 

While ‘production’ is an element- 
ary show biz axiom, none the less 
the stretch of imagination at the 
original showing couldn’t conceive 
its present-day magnificense. 
that the moveable stages are mov- 
ing, the descending-from-the-skies 
runways and elevators are descend- 
ing, and the escalator platforms are 
escalating, it’s two other fellers. 

Of course, primarily, it was a mis- 
take for the Brecker-Moss-Olsen 
management to permit themselves to 


Now | 


be caught at such a disadvantage. 
After numerous postponements, how- 
ever, they couldn’t defer it any 
longer, especially since it was only 
an hour before curtain that things 
were discovered as having gone awry 
once again. (Olsen still insists it was 
sabotage, and maybe he’s got some- 
thing there). 

Anyway, considering the _ invest- 
ment which runs up to $400,000, this 
is one of Broadway’s miracles in a 
street already accustomed to mir- 
acles—that a class joint, with so 
severe a handicap could successfully 
overcome it. As a matter of fact, the 
gross intake has been terrif regard- 
| tess, what with the Legionnaires, the 
| heart-of-Times-Square location, 

natural drop-in convenience, 
| curiosity, etc. 

And what helped the most was the 

unusual consideration from what is 

usually among the _ hardestboiled 
| collection of newshawks—the Broad- 
| way and nitery reporters—to lay off 
|until a better presentation became 
| possible. For this the establishment 
|owes much to Olsen’s gracious first- 
night proffer of a raincheck to all, 
plus the International’s p.a.’s own 
press connections who promised him 
every consideration. As result, the 
|lavishness of the three-storied nite 
|club was emphasized, and the show 
| itself given a once-over-lightly. 

| Show and the I. C. alike perforce 
|must stand comparison with the 
French Casino, and that the Interna- 
| tional doesn’t suffer in the least 
| speaks plenty. 

It’s certainly the most impressive 
| restaurant revue, lavish on spec, size, 
scenery, numbers (over 100 people 
including the bands) and general 
Gargantuan’ -.proportions. It has 
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beautiful girls, impressive produc- 





STEVE 
EVANS 


“VARIETY,” issue of Sept. 29th 
By Loop 
STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Mister, if you're wailing that vaudeville 
went with Merb Williams, Jimmy Hussey and 
Ners Bayes, then step inte the State-Lake 
this week, cateh a guy named Steve Evans, 
wmeh dry those tears. He has the same spirit, 
gives just as much entertainment, and is an 
equal master of his trade, 


As far as matertal goes, a good deal of 
Evens’ stuff fs remindful of Jim Barton; but 
timing, business and delivery stack up to 
make Evans *® somebody that the biggies 
should be fighting for. And soon. The third 
show, opening day, ram 10 minutes overtime 

they wouidm’t let him go. 


Standeut is Evans” Polish laborer 
bit. Also Mussolini and Lon 
‘Hunchback.’ 


Rest of the bill rates a so-so in the 
majority, Et suffers from bed spotting, aad 
too muet comedy. Also, why have two acts 
fettowing each other which depend principally 
on impressions-of stuff? For that matter, 
why have ‘em even on the same bill? 


drunk 
Chaney's 


Opening London, Oct. 15th 
Theatres and Doubling in Cafes 


Direction 
Simon Agency and Harry Young 


tion and solid entertainment values. 
Any captiousness devolves chiefly on 
the quantity, not the quality. But 
it’s subject to pruning, especially on 
the ballet stuff. 

In sequence, after Leonce’s m.c.ing, 
there are Elisabeth and Dell’Adami, 
dance act comprising a man and two 
girls, both lookers, with the man a 
personable partner; the Queen of 
Hearts (6) with their tiftle-tattle 
type of vocalizing, unique but a bit 
overdone; the Gaudsmith Bros. with 
their standard comedy dog act, a 
socko; Bobby May with his ultra jug- 
gling, another solid click; Stadler 
and Rose, Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
acro-dancers, with amazing contor- 
tive terps by the girls, another 
standard act; Chrysis de la Grange 
| (new acts), a Leitzel type aerialist 
|and a_ looker, novelly presented; 
Vera Troizky and Leonce working 
singly and as a double in comedy of 
| indifferent appeal to the U. S. palate; 
| Myrtil and Pacaud (new acts), a 
| stand-out with their crystal paint 
| dance; Elisabeth Adami, Sonia Gor- 
|janc and Artini in more terps; the 
original French Cancan from the 
| Bal Tabarin of Paris (impresarioed 
| by Sandrini), excellently presented 
in a Gay 90's background; a con- 
ceit tithed ‘Le Bain de la Parisienne’ 
| with Elisabeth Adami the shapely 
bather; and unquestionably the 
comedy stand-out of the evening, the 
Caligary Bros., who stop the show 
with their unique panto and knock- 
| about. 
| The two finales, first and second 
| half, are punchy. A Circus spec 
| closes the first portion: an aesthetic 

‘The Sun’s Glory’ finales the second 

act. Both are highly impressive, the 
| Circus specialty staged by Chester 

Hale perhaps a bit more in the pop- 
| ular idiom. 
| There's the usual portion of nudity, 
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| forthright, open and unashamed so 
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to speak, with the beauts parading 
their stuff, with all the lights up. 
Once that’s over with the show pro- 
ceeds its course. 

The ‘Fashion Parade from Gaston, 
Paris,’ preceding the Gaudsmiths, is 
a corking sartorial spee with extra- 
ordinary blues figuring in the color 
scheme. The lighting throughout the 
i show is of high calibre. The French 
idea of a school act (‘How to Learn 
Your Grammar’ and ‘Conjugations’) 
is among the stuff that could stand 
the shears to speed things. up. 
(Starting at 8 and with but a short 
dance set, the second half finales 
11.10. That’s an hour too much, and 
doesn’t permit for the desired ‘break’ 
between the dinner and 
crowds. As result latter have 
held out). 

Food, as observed before, is good 
and service considerable improved 
under maitre d’hotel Fred Chiavan- 
ton. Besides the Casino, the pop 
| priced 75c-up luncheons in the salon; 
| the steady bar trade all through the 
day at the $17,009 spiral bar, and 
the eocktail sessions should see the 
International bettering a %50.000) 
weekly gross. Abel. 


PARADISE, N. Y. 


Trend away from dressless dolls 
in favor of stronger body of show 
through a standard type of enter- 
tainment for punch, via basic ability, 
is percolating the portals of this 
well-established Broadway establish- 
ment. Just a heavily-powdered nud- 
ity seemingly has had its day. The 
girls are still seantily-clad, but they 
ain’t what they used to be to the 
costumer. Latter now has more of 
an assignment in their behalf. 

George Hale’s new production, 
‘Red Hot and Beautiful,’ is given 
strong entertainment substances, not 
only by the production numbers he 
has put on, but more vitally by such 
legitimately acceptable performers 
as the Three Diamond Bros., the 
Readinger Twins (New Acts), Lyda 
Sue Leeds (New Acts), Georgie 
Tapps, Lucille Johnson and Lee Sul- 
livan, latter the m.c. These people 
form the nucleus of the kind of a 
show that could play any -picture or 
vaude house with girls to back them. 
The whole Paradise production could 
be transferred for such purposes and 
they wouldn’t have to order any- 
thing additional in the costume line 
for the femmes. Those are the 
changes that have occurred here and 
elsewhere, forced largely no doubt 
by the important opposition from the 
French Casino, International Casino 
and other places. 


Thus, the darlings of the floor 
shows (40 girls here, including the 
showgirls) are called upon in pro- 
duction numbers and elsewhere to 
do a little more than just pose or 
parade, such as the paper-tearing 
tricks, announcements, etc. On looks 
there’s no change. The ‘Posin’ num- 
ber, in which there is a bit with 
Charlie McCarthy dummies and a 
hectic dance number in.which the 
lassies of the ensemble have col- 
legiated dummies tied to their toes 
is an entertainment knockout. It 
has heavy comedy punch, idea being 
that the girls dance their collegiate 
laddies around so feverishly they 
finally pass out. The Readinger 
Twins’ vocal, ‘Posin’ is topped with 
one of their cute dances. Up ahead 
an adolescent dance also is very 
striking. 

Diamond Bros. take top honors 
with their slambang slapstick, sing- 
ing, acrobatics and dancing. A swell 
act for a spot like the Paradise. Boys 
retain some of the tomfoolery they 
did for years in vaudeville where 
standard for a long time, but it still 
is plenty surefire. Diamonds work 
fast and furiously, quickening a tem- 
po for the show toward the end that 
had been zippier than usual up ahead 
of them. 


Lucille Johnson, prima with good 
|screen possibilities, scores strongly 
|in three song numbers, “Love Is on 
| the Air Tonight,’ ‘I Know Now,’ her 
best of the trio, and a new arrange- 
|ment of ‘The First Time I Saw You.’ 
| Her soprano voice hits high enough 
|for operetta purposes in films. Miss 
| Johnson is a holdover here. 
| Georgie Tapps, jin tails for a 
Straight tap and hjs own version of 
a tango taps, is featured further 
down in Hale’s production display 
around Ferde Grofe’s ‘Metropolis,’ 
| with the stage converted into sem- 
| blance of an animal cage and the 
| girls as tigers under training from 





to be 








supper | 
ments on the new show. 


been around town a long time. 
an un-cloaker. 





| Tapps. It is an effective number. 
The first stage presentation of 
|Nacio Herb Brown’s ‘The Carlo,’ 


| sub-billed as ‘the American Bolero’ | 
,and somewhat like Ravel's compo- | 
| Sition, is another Hale number of at- | 
tractive proportions and _ interest. | 
| Sullivan is on the soloing end while | 
the girls and tom-toms add color as | 
well as production essence. Stunning | 
Spanish costuming, dominantly ! 





white, figures for this number. 

‘Devil’s Holiday,’ the finale by 
Dave Franklin, Sam Ward and 
Lionel Clauser, has Sullivan as Satan 
and the girls appropriately back- 
grounding, with steam out of the 
stage for Hades effect, etc. It’s well 
done. 


Lyda Sue Leeds’ clever acrobatic | 


specialty is up front, immediately 
on top of the first number done by 
the Readinger Twins, also dancers. 
It might be wiser to spot Miss Leeds 
further away from the twins, pos- 
sibly between Miss Johnson’s singing 
and the ‘Posin’ production effort. 

Jay Freeman continues here with 
his orchestra, while Harold Rubin- 
stein did the orchestral arrange- 
Costumes, 
excellent throughout, were designed 
by Billi Livingston. 

A really good show, well but- 
tressed by competent entertainment, 
and fast from start to finish. 

Char. 


‘VOODOO CLUB, N. Y. 


Harlem vogue is spreading all over 
New York, just as is the Spanish 
vogue. Both are quite colorful in 
their entertainment patterns and it 
was inevitable that Negro entertain- 
ment would spread beyond its Har- 
lem confines, and similarly the 
rhumba popularity has spotted 
conga-tempoed nite spots all over 
the metropolitan map. 

Now comes the Voodoo Club in 
Greenwich Village, nitery adjacent 
to the Pepper Pot (it has a kitchen 
tieup with the PP) and is so called 
as a setting for the Yanyego Voodoo 
Dancers. This is the Afro-Cuban 
troupe which came to attention last 
winter at the smart midtown Bali 
and Le Mirage. After a return to 
Cuba, they’re back in this jungle 
setting, as befits the Voodoo Club 
background, under the aegis of 
Ralph Revilo. He’s a Village art 
shop prop of 19 years’ background, 
and for 15 years, coincidentally, he 
was an aide to the late FPlorenz 
Ziegfeld. 

For an intime room to a $1.50 
minimum, Revilo offers a good value. 
With the Yanyegos as the prime 
draw, there’s good 52d street swingo 
provided by Cliff Allen and Billie 
Hayward, vet team of Leon & 
Eddie’s, et al.; Johnnie Tonsil, femme 
colored scat songstress; Roy Rector, 
white-tied m.c.; and a sizzling litile 
dance combo. Not forgetting the 
four singing waiters (colored also) 
who comprise the Chanticleer Quar- 
tet. They chant too much heimwei 
for Dixie, which slows up the hectic 
tempo of the Congo motif. 
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ter is smart and clever. He’s got a 
brand of and delivery that’s 
unique and funny. Has appearance 
and style which clicks with an audi- 
ence. His act is made up of routine 
bits rather than jokes, having devel- 
oped several characterizations which 
are excellent comic impressions, 


Gold. 


CAFE MARGUERY 


(HOTEL ADELPHIA, PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 
Jack Lynch has moved down for 
the winter from the rambling roof 
garden to the much more faved 
Cafe Marguery, right off the main 
lobby of the Hotel Adelphia. Spot 


is one of town’s most consistent 


| grossers with a niche all its own. Not 


so austere and imposing as some 
niteries in town and not so raucous 


as others, it gets the mob between 
the college couples and oldsters who 


| spend. 





Heading up the Yanyegos are Papo | 


and Pioly, 
characteristic native 


mixed dancers, 
tribal 


doing 


wilds-of-Cuba terps. Pioly is 
more comely gal up front who wears 
a crucifix and does unsubtle Cuban 


bumps in interpreting the tribal 
dances, Abel, 
STORK CLUB 
(CHIC AGS} 


Chicago, Oct. 1. 

Far on the northside of town the 
old Via Lago has been renamed the 
Stork Club, The Via Lago was a 
ball of fire for the smart boys and 
the Northwestern University crowd 
during the tumbling ’20s,. but since 
then the northside has slipped con- 
siderably as a neighborhood and so 
did the nitery. 

This new venture shapes up as an 
attempt to rehabilitate and revitalize 
the nite club. It’s going to take plenty 
to get the place going once more, 
since it is mighty difficult to restore 
pep to a nite spot once it has fallen 
on dog days. When the Via Lago 
was first built much was made of the 
all-glass dance floor. 
glass floor isn’t even mentioned. 


And the show, except for m.c. 


dances | 
that are a hybrid of Harlemese and | 
a 








| 


But today the | 


Jerry Lester, has little to commend | 


it. The line of girls are as sloppy a 
sextet as has been seen. They pay 
little attention to their jobs and work 
with indifference of burlesque 
chorines. Joan Leighton is the war- 
bler who sings popular songs, but 
nobody cares. Frances Wills has 


better luck with her acrobatic dance | 


specialty. 
through with a good finish. 
De Ring is the nudie stripper. 


But Jerry Lester makes 
thing worth while. Probably 
fastest m.c. around these days, Les- 


Tries hard and comes | 
Trudy | 
She’s | 
She’s | 


| 
every- 
the | 


Show is always a big one and can 
be depended upon for solid enter- 
tainment without offering sensations 
im the way of name bands or acts. 
Keeps two orchs going continuously 
for terping and playing the show. 
Momentary interim spots filled by 
Agnes Tolle, who plucks a harp in a 
little balcony all her own over the 
orch platform. Prices about same 
as. similar spots. No couvert, but a 
$1 minimum rap weekdays and 
double that on Saturdays. 

Show this stanza is long on enter- 
tainment value throughout, with 
some neat novelty acts that are ultra- 
clicko. Weakness.in the works as a 
whole lies in terping. Three hoof 
acts, with two only fair and one 
punk. 

Bob Roltner, a particularly pleas- 
ing emcee, is dignified and person- 
able. He brings on acts straight- 
forwardly, without halts for stale 
gags and patter, and has swell pines. 
Does a sock rendition of ‘Figaro’ 
from ‘Barber of Seville,’ in Halian. 
Brings coupla encores. Simpson's 
Marionettes provides interesting nov- 








LELA 
MOORE 


Golden Gate Theatre 


San Franeisco 


THREE WEEKS 
Starting October 6 





Grace Kingsley of the Los 
Angeles Times says: 
“I¥ more acts like BELA 


MOORE'S ‘Dance of the Lovers’ 
can be produced, vaudeville will 
see another heyday. The act is 


very novel besides fis fnique- 
ness, MISS MOORE ‘fs very 
beautiful and graceful.” 

Direction: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 








DIAMOND BROS. 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 




















ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Week Oct. 4th—Capitol Theatre 
Saskatoon, Can. 
Last Week — Playhouse 
Winnipeg, Can. 
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Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits easily earned selling 
new 21 Felder Assortment. Sells on 
sight for $1.00, Other Holiday as 
sortments. Write for particulars, 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St., New York, N. Y- 
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610 FAIRBANKS COURT 
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MIKE FRITZEL and JOE JACOBSON’S 


CHEZ PAREE 


AMERICA’S SMARTEST THEATRE RESTAURANT 


ENTERTAINMENT! 


Deleware 3434 CHICAGO 
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INTERNATIONAL JUVENILES 


Direction, SIMON AGENCY, RKO Building, Radio City, New York 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (SEPT. 30) 
RECENTLY RETURNED FROM A SUCCESSFUL 16 MONTHS' TOUR OF EUROPE 
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VAUDE—NITE CLUBS~BURLESQUE 





rn. Simpson and femme work 
elty ortable platform decked with 
velvet drapes that hide them from 
waist down. Rest of them clearly 
visible so that aud can watch adept 
manipulation. Notable is Simpson’s 
marionette magi, who pulls rabbits 
out of hats and yards of colored 
handkerchiefs from sleeves. 

Another novelty is Four Vespers, 
a flash tumbling act. Clean-looking 
youths, neatly dressed in sweaters 
and white irousers, work in lightning 
fashion tossing ‘each other around. 
Nora Williams is another pleaser. 
Femme is a vet, with a torchy voice 
and a manner of putting it over. 
Aside from pipes themselves, her 
broad smile, personality and differ- 
ent manner of presentation account 
for it. Swell comedienne, too. 

Eleanor Powell-type terper is Jean 
McCully. Shows off good machine- 
gun technique in tapping, but rou- 
tines lack variety. Another terp 
stanza by Gene, De Quincey and 
Lewis. 
ballroom turn that’s lost good bit of 
its humor. ; 

Last of hoofologists is ballroom 
duo of Theodore and Denesha, weakie 
act of this type. Herb. 


NIXON CAFE 


(PITTSBURGH) 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Fall opening has Tony Conforti’s 
flourishing Nixon in a new dress. 
Spot has been completely renovated. 

Although it never really fell off 
too noticeably during the summer, 
biz has shot right back into high 
again and looks like Conforti is in 
for a big season again. Dinner trade 
is practically capacity every night 
and supper crowds also have been 
filling the spot. 

With all this Conforti should 
loosen purse strings for entertain- 
ment and give the customers a 
break. Current show is hardly up to 
snuff for town’s leading nitery. Spot 
has dropped femme lines for addi- 
tional acts, but chorus wouldn’t hurt 
here because it would lend a bit of 
flash. 

Floor acts include Bobby Cook, 
mistress of ceremonies, Biaco, ma- 
gician; two dance teams, Darrow and 
Costa and Valdez and Peggy, and 
Angelo Di Palma, operatic tenor 
who’s rounded out 85 consecutive 
weeks here. He’s still a pushover 
for the Nixon mob, but aside from 
Miaco, a slick sleight-of-hander, and 
Miss Cook, formerly of Tic-Toc 
girls, who puts over a song smartly, 
show is pretty drab. No life to it 
and even less talent. 

Herman Middleman’s orch still 
around and a fixture here ap- 
parently, like Di Palma. But Mid- 
dleman’s delivering, getting a rep 
via the air and is rapidly developing 
into a bonafide ‘name’ locally. ' 

Cohen. 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


_ (NEW YORK) 

Year after year Guy Lombardo 
and his freres Carmen, Liebert and 
Victor, come back to the Roosevelt 
hotel grillroom and year after year 
they prove big b.o. When Lombardo 


opens on East 46th street that means 
fall is officially here. Not since the 
halcyon days of Ben Bernie when 
the ole maestro bought into this 
hostelry as a stockholder...Edwin 
Clinton Fogg was managing director 
at that time...has the Roosevelt 
clicked in really big style until the 
Lombardos came in. 

Not to gild the lily, the lasting 
Lombardo vogue manifests anew the 
Swing versus sweet thing in music 
modes. The 52d streets cats and ali- 
gators give the jam, but the nice 
boys and girls still support the Lom- 
bardo dansapation which, while not 
salon in the senders’ idiom, is still 
quite subdued. But it’s sweet-hot 
music, a cinch for the hoof and per- 
enially surefire b.o. for the Roose- 
velt hotel. Abel. 


Two guys and a gal in mock |} 


Hollenden Vogue Room 


(CLEVELAND) 
Cleveland, Oct. 1. 


back to start its winter season. Dick 
Marsh, of the Hollenden Hotel, is 
trying out a different type of fluor 
show for his Vogue Room. Revues 
in this ultra-modernistic, intimate 
spot were formerly composed ex- 


singers or ballroom teams, but the 
new one is fired by two corking, un- 
orthodox acts. 


Jason and Homer, ‘the Human 
Echo,’ are the magnets that have been 


Jay Jason’s a wild-eyed m. c. whose 
taffe-offs can kick up a few laughs. 





astonishing 
crowds. 


vocal tricks baffle 
Partner first asks somebody 


when Homer with dead-pan repeats 
every word verbatim, with same 
vocal intonations and mannerisms. 
stunt in most respects. Although 
tical imitation of anybody gabbing 
in French, German, Yiddish or what- 
have-you. Sounds like an echo or a 
phonograph record, when he’s rat- 
tling off somebody’s speech. 

Roy Campbell’s Ambassadors 


such a big cast that the hotel has 
ever booked. Male octet wearing 
‘Student Prince’ uniforms has a col- 
orful dash as it marches out on small 
floor singing a lusty operetta tune. 


bers, ranging from ‘Vagabond King’ 
to a comedy bass sea ditty. 

Jackson and _ Blackwell _ glide 
through conventional boy-meets-girl 
ballroom steps. It’s saved by slap- 
stick travesty in which gal takes 
some banging falls and is spun all 
over the scenery. Song duo of Jerry 
and Lita Marsh stroll around tables 
in nicely delivered ditties. Sammy 
Watkins’ band much smoother this 
visit, due to new Hammond electric 
organ. Pull. 


GROSVENOR HOUSE 


(LONDON) 
London, Sept. 24. 
It was a cute idea to stage a cir- 
cus in a hotel restaurant, and the at- 


mation is a bit of scenery indicating 
a side-show wagon in the hotel 
| lobby. 
| the dance floor, and when the show 


|begins there are a few pieces of 
scenery suggesting a sawdust arena. 

But here the resemblance ceases. 
Idea isn’t carried out with the acts 
employed, not even with Texas 
| Tommy and his pony, which is more 
|a stage turn than a ring act. An- 
| other animal act is Carlton Emmy 
and his dogs, but this also is de- 
signed for the theatre platform. 

Dare and Yates, misfit comedy 
tumblers, and Fred Emney in the 
old vaude act, with a girl, are all 
variety turns. 

In spite of this, the circus idea is 
travestied to a nicety at the open- 
ing, with Emney as ringmaster. 

Georgie Hale’s American Glamour 
Girls are back once more, after a 
season at the Palm Beach Casino, 
Cannes, and they have an entirely 
new routine, with alluring unclothed 
costuming. Girls bear a slight re- 
semblance in their make-ups to ani- 
mals, after which they are named, 
such as Pansy the Panther, Tallulah 
the Tiger and Cissy the Seal. 








Not very easy to put on animal | 


With Sammy Watkins’ orchestra | 


clusively of polite and rather dull | 


packing the room in the last week. | 


Three-fourths of team, however, is | 
Homer di Pietro, whose uncanny and | 


to step up to mike and say anything. | 


Talker is usually knocked off his pins | 


It’s a ventriloquistic mental-wonder | 


an Italian, he can even give an iden- | 


makes the first vaude name act with | 


Boys do about four rollicking num- | 


mosphere is well created. First inti- | 


Inside, a tent ceiling covers | 


VARIETY 
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| Steve Lynch experimenting with 
stock companies in his southern 
| theatres. Few good road shows in 
|the south. Saenger readying to fol- 
|low suit. 





Screen Writers Guild, 
| wood, offered a dinner to Daniel 
|Frohman. He nixed the dinner and 
|asked that the money be given the 
| Actors’ Fund, 


in Holly- 


| Music biz excited over Edison’s 
announcement he was going to jazz 
up the classics for dance 
graph numbers. Hired Sam Coslow 
to do the arranging, but did not get 
very far with the scheme. 


Big demand for world series 
tickets sent prices kiting. Getting 
|from $20 to $35 for single $5 seats. 





| 
| First National decided to come 
into the Hays organization. Had 


| been holding out. 





| Servais LeRoy introduced a new 
illusion in which a girl was sup- 
|; posedly pierced by bayonets. Fore- 


rent. 





Sophie Tucker doing 43 minutes 
at the Palace, N. Y., and winding up 


at 11:15. Five other acts using grand 
pianos on stage out of the nine 
turns. 





Alice Brady headlining at the Riv- 
erside, N. Y, Doing ‘Cassie Cook, of 
the Yellow Sea,’ an excerpt from 
‘Drifting. Last four minutes saved 
the sketch. 





Johnnie Burke doubling the Pal- 
ace and Colonial, N. Y. Believe it 
|or not, he used a grand piano, too. 
| Charlie Ahearn busting things 
;open at the Broadway, N. Y., with 
| his trick band. 











Both Orpheum and Loew circuits 
passed up dividends. Building a re- 
serve fund. Orph was building in 
| Chi. 





| Will King, who was doing mu- 


sicals for Pantages, with a weekly 


change, passed up an offer of 75 
weeks, Wanted to try stock in 
‘Frisco. Just a route in those days. 


A miracle now. 

Loew planning to drop a couple 
of acts when playing ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda,’ which was overlong. Silent 
version, 





Jean Bedini paid May Wirth $1,500 
to do her riding act in his ‘Chuckles 
lof 1922.’ Strengthener for his week 
| at the Columbia, N. Y. Fancy money 
'for those days. 





Managers still bothered over N. Y. 
| critics, alleging a ‘ring.’ It cost $55,- 
/000 for extra advertising to bring 
|in ‘The Tavern,’ which was a.popu- 
\lar hit, but adversely commented 

upon. 





Nitery Placements 


‘acts in an eatery, when the pony | 


| has to be escorted through the kitch- 
'en and pantry, etc. Nevertheless, it 
is a pity the idea couldn’t have been 
| carried out more completely. Jolo. 





—ees 
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RUSS MORGAN . CHARGE Tiers 5@c Extra 
& LOU BREESE 
ORCHESTRAS or 
*« 7th Ave. and 50th St. « Res. COL. 5-7070 


WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS THEATRE-RESTAURANT 






FISCHER'S 


x <* 


Fall Course 











| Henny 
Frances Fave, singer; Bert Frohman, | 
Yacht | 





Diaz and 
Mirage, N. Y. 
Sheila Barrett; Dario and Diane, 


Lawton, singers; Le 


|dancers; Senator Ford, comedian; 
=| Rainbow Room, N. Y. 
~atricia Ryan, singer; Rainbow 
Grill, N. Y. 


| Fisher and White, comedians, Park 
| Central hotel, N. Y. 

| Eddie Kinley, m.c.; Esther Martin, 
dancer; Eileen Roberts, Arlene 
| Grant, Louise Bryden; Greenwich 
| Village Casino, N. Y. 

| Gomez and Winona; 
| N.Y. 

| Eleanor Bowers, 
| Maurice, Montreal. 
Youngman. 


Versailles, 


singer; Chez 


comedian: 


singer; Peggy 

Club, N. Y. 
Berger Sisters, 

rado, N. Y. 


Seel, dancer; 


runner of the sword box still cur- | 





| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


phono- | 
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Makeup Poisoning Eases 
Act Out of French Casino 


Lucienne nd Ashour, Apache 

~ . | 
dancers at French Casino, N. Bot 
were replaced Monday night (4) | 


when girl in act was taken down | 


with makeup poisoning. 
Geraldine and Joe, dancers, dou- 


bled into vacancy from Loew’s State. | nitery dates. 
'found there were 400 Legionnaires 





Palace, Buff., Drops Wheel 


Buffalo, 








=e 


3 U. S. Femme Sadles 
| Sail for London Cafes 





Collette Lyons, Ann Greenway and 
| Ramona, trio of American enterta n- 
|ers, sailed Friday (1) to fill London 
Upon embarking they 


en route, so the trio arranged to 
domicile in the same suite. 
Miss Lyons will go into the Prince 


Palace, drops wheel of Wales uvon arrival. Miss Green- 
ishows after this week, ~epiaciag | Way will join the show at Cafe de 
with stock burley policy ; Paris, while Ramona goes to Ciro’s 

John Grant goes in as producer and | All deals set by the William Morri: 
straight man for the stock, with | 4sency. 
|Dorothy Maye, a stripteaser, fea- eee ee 
ae ‘Lou Holtz’s $500 Frolics 

7 A “ = 
| Quick Par cco! d | Lou Holtz opens a two-week stand 
at the Frolics, N. Y. tomorrow 
(Continued from page 4) | (Thursday) night. Getting a flat 


| 








Rita West; El Do- | 


understandable form of exhibtion 


$500 a night. 


Curtis & Allen agency set the 


contract, free from trick clauses and | booking Monday (4). 


technicalities, as the basis of ronson 
trade relations between distributor 


and exhibitor in this business. 


whichever way the ultimate decision | 
of the courts goes in the suits insti- | 


tuted by Paramount, such a legal | 
battle is bound to leave a trail of 
suspicion and ill will if carried 
through to the bitter end. And it 


will again demonstrate how little 
the courts understand the economics 


and commercial operation of our | irritating—or else. 


unique business. 

‘We must learn to settle our dis- 
putes and controversies by confer- 
ence, negotiation and voluntary 
agreement, rather than by 
and organized reprisals, spectacular 
law suits and appeals to the govern- 
ment for intervention and statutory 
regulation. Surely we have enough 
intelligence, brains and man power 
in the business to solve our commer- 
cial disputes and controversies by 
other means than beating the other 
fellow into submission. 


‘A fairer trade practice relation- |} 
ship must be followed or we are| 


headed for governmental regulation. 
MPTOA’s ten-point program of 
trade practices is badly needed and 
we are still fighting for it. Mr. Pizor 
and his associates are willing to try 
to negotiate a fair settlement with 
the Paramount sales executives or 
through an impartial committee of 
arbitration or mediation. It is to be 
hoped that this controversy will be 
settled and out of the courts, for the 
sake of the motion picture industry 
as a whole, before it becomes any | 
more bitter.’ 





strikes | 





is burlesque.’ 





‘Swing High, Shake Low 


(PALACE, BUFFALO) 
Buffalo, Oct. 2. 

One more week and it’s curtains 
for the Hirst burlesque operas at this 
| house. As forecast, these shows are 
| too polite for the local raw meat 
eaters. Here they want their bur- 
|lesque high, wide, hot and bother- 
sonve. It’s got to be plenty: salty and 
As a matter of 
fact, the local management has been 
shaking up the proceedings each 
week and has established previews in 
Rochester to get the performance in 
shape for local consumption. Return 
to home talent is figured to save the 
house at least half a grand a week 
and at the same time give the fans 
what they want. 

This screwy-titled performance is 
above average for the wheel but ap- 
parently means little at the box of- 
fice. Mike Sachs is the featured 
comic. They ought to apply the 
anti-smoke ordinance to his material. 
Alice Kennedy (Mrs. Sachs) does the 
straights in the comedy skits. Al 
Pharr is assistant comedian and 
Jack LaMonte handles the male 
straights convincingly. Milt Hamil- 
ton, Helen Carroll, Primrose and 
Gold, and Paul Rich complete the 
principal contingent. Strip assign- 
ments are handled by Hazel Miller 
and Dianne Johnson. Jai Leta is the 
featured ‘exotic’ dancer. Jai offers 
something new in the form of a 
couple of hand flashlights to illumi- 
|nate the torso during stage-darkened 
strips. 

So the Palace, Buffalo, closes the 
book of 1937 Hirst burley history 
and reverts to the old before- 
LaGuardia policy of ‘burlesque that 
Burton. 
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ing of ‘Broadway Melody of 1938 
(Metro) to another comprises four | 
acts of better than passable dimen- | 
sions. Couple of them are what used | 


to be aptly referred to as standard, | 
one is a recruit from operetta, while | 
the fourth, Fletcher Henderson's | 


band, suggests the case of a once 
pacemaker and pioneer who seems | 
to be on the way to catching up | 
with the parade. Fletcher's is top- | 
line position with this setup and he | 
does a solid job of upholding the 
designation. At the performance | 
caught business was even more solid. | 
Only flick that might be taken at | 
the turn being offered by the daddy 
of the swingsters is that it is a little 
too long. The arrangements and in- 
terpretations of the more modern 
tempos pack enough sizzle and var- | 
iation for even the most ardent of 
swing fans. The trip that Fletcher 
and his unit take on the ‘Big John 
Special,’ particularly leaves nothing 
wanting in that direction. On hand 
.: also with Fletcher in a turn which 
could stand tightening as to general 

routine is a barytonic crooner whose 

chief stock in trade is a keen sense 

of dramatic values and an exception- 

ally fine diction, and the Ebbett Sis- 

ters, two youngsters with more hot 

licks in their tootsies than are to be 

found in a 52nd street jam session. 

The girls curl the act up to farethe- 
well, taking off the edge of whatever 


fellows. From the applause angle it 
was crack sailing for Henderson and 
his crew. 


Henderson consumes almost half 
of the hour allotted the stage show. 
Preceding his act, and in that order, 
are Geraldine and Joe, Guy Robert- 
son, and Artie Lewis with Pecgy 
Ames. The items dovetail neatly 
and the runoff caught had each turn 
collecting handsomely. ; 
Geraldine and Joe push things off 
with a fast bounce, mixing the most 
complicated of off-the-floor acro- 
batics with good foot rhythm and 
slapping both themselves and the 
audience silly with an apache of no 
common design. Guy Robertson put 
his sturdy baritone to work on a cur- 
. rent pop release and “The Song of 
the Vagabonds’ and what comes out 
of the loudspeaker stirs up a stone 
demand for more. With Lewis an 
Ames the routine is little changed, 
but the laughs come consistently. 
Expert at keeping just this side of 
the blue and at measuring either the 
low or high watermark of their audi- 
ences, this pair go on dishing them 
off the arm with surefire precision. 
The customers have seen that bare 
calf of Lewis’ over and over again, 
but the gag about the other sock 
which he would have bought if he 
had had the 10c. still scores 100%. 


Odec. 


FOLLY, B’KLYN 


Springer operated-Al Dow booked 
house presents a vaude show hardly 
conducive to revival of the ancient 

article. But it’s seemingly enjoyed 
by some of the family trade audi- 


Vaude bill which links one show- | : a 
» |} sessing good harmonizing voices, but 


| the’ Swit 


| (WB), with cartoon and 


| bers and two pops, ‘Vieni, Vieni,’ 
and ‘Cherry Blossom Lane. Boys 
‘are both personable and able, pos- 


needing a mike. 

Next to shutter is Mardo and Kay, 
male and femme, with a piano and 
a bull terrier. It’s old hokum of 
dog doing nothing but dead pan and 
a walkoff for finale when masier 
plays ‘music dog likes.’ Hackneyed 
running patter for hound bit and 
eccentric dancing by male was old 
when the heavy kid audience were 
in bibs, but it meant laughs to them. 
Girl is included in a piano-playing | 
number and some lightweight tap- | 


| 





|ping, but is obviously present for 
| her 


s.a. Has plenty of looks 
wears a fetching costume. 
Taylor’s exit act never impresses 
as being built for anything but bur- | 
ley. Five fat gals, some easily over | 
the 300-pound bracket, in ruffles and 


and | 
| 


|rags, go through comic dancing and | 


singing in the rough manner while | 
leommercializing their beef. Parts | 
lof the act would panic ’em in the | 
Minsky type emporiums. Bump | 
dancing, pratt grabbing, cootching| 
and smoking car humor of Taylor 
smears the act too much for many | 
vaude dates. Show was caught on | 
second night, so it cannot be blamed | 
on break-in or opening day audacity. 

Poor condition of the stage and its | 
trimmings do not assist the acts in 
selling themselves, but rather de- | 
tract from the general impression 
of a not too impressive array. Maybe | 
it’s the coffee and cake dough that | 
fails to inspire turns, but, in the face 
of everything, they try and succeed 
'a little after cursory intro by Buddy 
| Rich, alleged m.c. Hurl. 


| 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 

Vaude isn’t dead, it’s just been 
sleeping. Stanley's current layout 
looks more like two-a-day tried to 
look than that type of entertain- 
ment ever did. What's more, the 
whole thing's consistently entertain- 
ing, a tight, compact show that has 
variety and comedy, youth and 
speed. 

House, for the first time in several 
months without a name band, isn’t 


tomers and has planted Dave 
Broudy’s pit crew on the stage, 
divides the baton between Broudy 
himself and Buddy Rogers and at 
least gives the outside impression 
that the orch policy is still on hand. 
It’s a smart move, too, and with the 
Stanley’s regular outfit decked out 
nattily in white coats and Rogers in 
front most of the time, general im- 
pression might be that the erstwhile 
flicker star has his own orch with 
him. Which is exactly the manage- 
ment’s idea. 

For Rogers, making his third 
Pittsburgh visit in the last five years, 
it’s a slick set-up. He goes through 
his old instrumental bag of tricks 
again, always a good flash; handles 
the m.c. duties effectively and works 
with a gal, Irene Stone, in a duet 
utilizing the familiar medley trick 





in a session of crossfire. Rogers is 
mixing up his musical bits through 
the show, but for the curtain finish 
does his marathon around the stand 
picking up one instrument after an- 
other big ta-da manner. He's 


lay-|a hard worker, gives each act a 


stro build-up and gets himself 
over with the mob through a lik- 
able eagerness to please. 

Opener has the Five Co-Eds com- 
ing on for a sock interlude of acro- 
batic dancing. Gals have little to 
offer on looks, but once they start 

ing across the stage, annihilating 
the law of gravity, the absence of 
s.a. really ‘t .important. Turn 
might scissor that song at the be- 
however; it’s not forte. 
—— them on is Judy Starr, 
] vocal dynamite. Alumna 
of the Rudy Vallee college, cute- 

outfitted in white slacks and 


2 


for Mitzi Mayfair, 
stint in this burg on 
hou stage. What the $4 


: ‘ts eaviar for the 
- aaal he’s 
e brand of 


ts one of the little eccentric 
erett stound these days. Opens 
h a smart tap display and then 
into her loose-limbed swinging 
_ Louis Blues’ and apparently 
stuck around forever. 
girls paved the way for 
of the afternoon, the 





ri 


~ aye ibe 


owe 
~RD 
i 


n ne. |' rifts. J wizards, with 
dip of nce apa the ball, 


y 
|grabbed the biggest chunk of the 
jafternoon’s steady applause and took 


n- |four bows before getting off. As it 


was, the mob was still clamoring for 
fts, even after Rogers had 
embarked on the finale. 
Picture. ‘Back in Circulation’ 
; Par news- 
reel winding up. Biz good without 
being exceptional. Cohen. 





iat all. 


| fags which have absolutely no place 


taking any chances with the cus- | 


“fuk SitoUting song ‘titles at each other- 


OGDEN, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 1. 

There'll be a louder note to the 
public - wants- vaudeville cry now 
that showing nights have been 
switched from the Stratford to this 
other Warner house. Every one of 
its 2,065 seats was loaded, standees 
leaned against the walls all the way 
up to the last row in the balcony, 
and others outside couldn’t get in 


This audience is composed of 


accompaniment, and then closes the 
act with the ‘Nellie Gray’ song. His 
patter is as familiar to the audience 
as their own names, but they eat it 
up. The orchestra has to beat down 
the applause to let him get away 
after his final encore. 

Lottie Mayer’s Water Ballet is 
breaking in the act for the first time 
this season. Set has been repainted 
and decorated, and is pleasing to the 
eye. The girls wear gowns which 
are as attractive as possible, consid- 
ering the fact that they must also 
be waterproof. The act does 15 min- 
utes to close the show, which does 
not include the time of the first num- 





people who don’t get down to see | 
loop bills, except occasionally. They | 


don’t know what vaudeville is. Prob- 
ably 65% are kids. All of which | 
means that, besides boosting the b.o., | 
the Ogden is helping develop a new | 
audience for vaudeville. | 

Of course the programs’ll have to | 
be watched carefully. For example, | 
with an audience composed mostly | 
of adolescents and their gals, Morey | 
Amsterdam pulled at least three 





in a vaudeville theatre, not even 
for a dressing-room telling. 
Why he did so is a mystery, since | 


|in his recent two weeks in the loop, | 


one at the Oriental and one at the 
State-Lake, proved him to be a 
capable performer who doesn’t need 
dirt. He couldn’t have been mis- 
guided into it to get applause or at- 
tention, this audience being enthusi- 
astic. 
excusably deep-dyed blue stuff. His 
opera singing-commentary isn’t as 
funny as the act he’s been using. 
Other material ranges from old to 
bright new gags. 

Bill was opened by Dorothy and 


| Rella, who, along with several other 


iturns on the bill, deserve to get 
|; work around here. Theirs is mostly 
|iron-jaw routine, but throw in some 
contortion stuff. Woman is mainly a 
prop for the man. He does the usual 
itable whirling, woman-in-the-chair 
circles, and swings her around in- 
|side a trunk for the finish. Act is 
{short and fast. 

Ju Fong, spotted second, is capable. 
|Good voice, and cracked out a pop, 
‘opera aria, and an Irish number. 
| Does the gabbing in nice style (ex- 
| cept on his entrance), but could im- 
; prove by cutting down on the act’s 
|time and in eliminating some of the 
jerky wooden soldier movements. 
After entrance, removes the Chinese 
costume and works the rest of the 
way in full dress. 

Third spot held a not too novel 
midget and man dancing turn, Betty 
and Bob. It’s class for the smaller 
houses, with good costuming, rou- 
tines and delivery. Girl midget does 
a tap routine alone, then works with 
the man for ballroom routines. 
Audrey Dempsy, tapper, is shoved 
in between the routines. 

Wilkey and Ray are still a hard- 
| hitting fast knockabout team. Both 
boys have a swell appearance, and 
they go to their stuff with gusto. 
Some of the falls are a little too 
| brutal to be entirely funny, though. 

Following turn is the Elite Trio, 
two men and a girl doing ballroom 
and adagio satire. Better than aver- 
age of the type, and looks well. 

Entire set-up of the bill was di- 
rected toward Australian booking, 
with representatives of Australian 
circuit tooking thé acts ovéf. Whiie 
the showing nights are part of the 
William Morris office activity, this 
arrangement was made at the re- 
quest of the Billy Diamond office. 

Double feature bill with the flesh 
show. Loop. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 2. 

This week’s bill is short but sweet, 
with the running time curtailed by 
the extra long pic, ‘Life Begins in 
College’ (20th), which is given equal 
billing with the four acts—Lottie 
Mayer’s Water Ballet, Britt Wood, 
Ross 
ters. 








girls doing a heat wave chorus rou- 


dresses and to 


hats: They retire 
after the one 


ance to return again 
ballet. f 


‘Siboney’ and a pop medley which 
well received. 


dancing. 


But Amsterdam did use in- | 


Wyse, Jr., and the Keller Sis- | 
Show opens with 12 Lottie Mayer 


tine in attractive new satin evening 


to close the show with the water 


Deuce spot is held down by the 
Keller Sisters, who sing harmony, 
t miss the assistance of Lynch, 
| former member of the act. 
by pleasing arrangements, their ren- 
dition of ‘Orgna Grinder’s Swing.’ 


Benetited 


included ‘I Know Now.’ ‘Where or 
When’ and ‘All God's Chillun,’ was 


Followed by koss Wyse, Jr.. who 
mixes comedy talk with acrobatic 
Assisted by Jane Mann, 


ber, used as a curtain raiser. The 
12 girls add mystery to the grace of 
their acrobatic springboard feats, as 
they dive and walk into the water to 
disappear for long intervals. Attired 
in white rubber bathing suits, they 
appeal to the masculine eye as well 





as execute complicated diving feats 
with finesse. 
Final show Friday played to full 


house, with a few standees on main | 


floor at curtain time. Kiley. 


FOX, K. C. 
Kansas City, Oct. 1. 

Little Jack Little and his bandmen 
|headline the stage section of this 
| week’s bill. And it’s sixty-five min- 
|utes of peppy entertainment strung 
|out in unit fashion with help of four 
|vaude turns. Screen feature is ‘Chan 
on Broadway’ (20th). 


| At show caught audience was slow 


ito take to Little’s tongue-in-the- 
|cheek brand of humor, but by time 
|the musikers get into their series of 
|impersonations of other bands it’s 
smooth sailing. 

In presenting impressions, Little 
pokes some good-natured fun at his 
brother band leaders. Little works 
hard and he’s in the thick of it the 
entire route. He takes quite a slice 
of time with a medley of his own 
|compositions, alternating between 
ithe mike and keyboard. Little’s 
mannerisms at the mike keep the 
audience continually conscious of the 
mike. - His speed flashes at the piano 
with good lighting is nice stuff. 

Paul Robinson with his harmonica 
runs Little a stiff race. Works well 
with the band. Joe Ross and Gladys 
Bennett get by in spite of their ma- 
terial. Comics handle their lines 
okay, but their stuff lacks punch. 
They’re plenty active during their 
ten minutes, action plus, but nothing 
much comes of it. Janis Williams, 
a blonde speed tapster, is at a dis- 
advantage as band crawler; is too 
far front for her to let go. Penny 
and Joe, Negro lads, have a flock 
of rhythm steps and go in for chal- 
lenge work. 

Dick and Dottie Remy were 
booked for current week, but a 
motor accident, en route from Chi- 
cago, at Bloomington, IIll., kept them 
out. Robinson fills for them. Line 
is seen in two routines. Boys usually 
in pit. Judy Conrad’s band, —s 

oyt. 


a week off. 
PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 2. 
Coming only a few weeks after 
Timmy Dorsey, Ina _Ray Hutton’s 
swing stuff at the RKO Palace cur- 
rently isn’t striking customers as it 
ordinarily would because of in- 
evitable comparison. What also 


hurts is that platinum blond maestro 
has been booked in here too often. 
She’s developed a new musical style 
for ‘Melodears.’ But the setup is too 
much the same, without enough 
novelties, to do more than fair biz. 
Bill's top assets are three fast acts 
penciled in and ‘Wild and Woolly’ 
(20th-Fox) on screen. 

Judging from lukewarm responses, 
day for straight femme orchestras 
jin a one-set like this has lost its 
b.o. value. Gals get too hot, in fact 
a bit blarey, in trying to catch up 
with the swing fad. Only stand-out 
number is tricky arrangement of 
‘Trees,’ vocalized by a musician. It 
| takes all of Hutton’s energetic, show- 
manship plus four changes into 
tight-fitting gowns to steam up the 
revue. She gives baldheaded row 
such a heavy dose of hip-shaking 
that at a cold supper show some 
rube let out a derisive ‘hee-haw’ that 
started general snickers. 

Margie Palm, added to her own 
junit, collects better reaction with 
;some smart handless springs and 
| acrobatics. Elaine Meritt handles 
| two songs, particularly swinged-up 
|All God’s Chillen,’ with equal capa- 
bility. Winsted Trio works up 
sweet harmony until it dusts off the 
|}old ‘Peanut Vender.’ 








oversized femme half of the team.| Curtain is rolled up on Shanghai 
he gets most of his laughs when the | Wing troupe of Chinese gymnasts, 
girl mounts to his shoulder on one | all tearing off colorful and agile 
knee, and keeps her balance witn the | tumbling, plate juggling and pyra- 
toe of her slipper in his posterior.| mids. Seven-year-old lad can be 
He works hard doing whirlwind | counted the ace flipper. 
cartwheels and back flips, and they | Condos Brothers deserve a more 
finish in duo with an acrobatic dance. | flattering spot than the deucer. 
Britt Wood is playing the house | Might have been worked into band, 
for the 12th time. The audience} much to its advantage. Pair of tap- 
knows every note that he is going to| pers are slick and expert hoofers. 
play on his harmonica, from his en- | Johnny Burke follows them in an 
‘trance to the strains of ‘When You | old doughboy outfit, cracking puns 
and I Were Young. Maggie,’ to his! and army wheezes of the World War 
| nish with comedy lyrics of ‘Darling |era. That was 20 years ago, so long 
| Nellie Gray.’ In between these num- | that his gags sound fresh and funny 
| bers he tells of his historic ‘trip to | to younger generation. Piano bit of 
| Chicago.” plays ‘Under the Double |clowning with Maurice Spitalny’s 
| Eagle.” ‘My Hero.” and exits with his pit orch in five tunes simultaneously 





— 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 2. 

Pretty much straight vaude in cur. 
rent stage offering, sans names and 
including one holdover from pre. 
vious week. Show moves rapidly 
and at opener today was purposely 
speeded up because of extra long 
program, occasioned by double fea- 
ture screen bill. 

Opening has a football atmosphere 
with the Fanchonettes on for a rah 
rah routine, utilizing varicolor 
lighted megaphones for an expertly 
executed picture. 

Rube Wolf puts the stage band 
through a rendition of ‘Humoresque’ 
in swingtime, then introduces Maidie 
and Raye, mixed tap team with rope 
while stepping. Boy is particularly 
snappy, while girl does a series of 
floor rolls while swinging the lariat, 
It’s a corking good opening turn. 

Rubberneck Holmes, a negro hoof- 
er. holds over from last week. Lad 
offers a complete new act, opening 
with a smoke-exhaling stunt, in 
which he consumes numerous cigar- 
ettes and winds up with some fast 
hoofing. 

With Fanchonettes grouped on 
platform backstage, Bob Gatley, ro- 
bust baritone, does a number, then 
moving to front for another number, 
while girls in shimmery garb and 
huge green disc headgear do an in- 
tricate routine. Gatley has a pow- 
erful voice and handles it effectively. 

Girls then go into a sort of rhumba 
routine with windup serving as an 
introduction for the Reddingtons, 
trio of bouncing tumblers. Two 
girls and a man execute a difficult 
routine on a suspended mat, with 
Rube Wolf horning in for a few 
bounces to add a little extra comedy. 

Biz at opener today a little better 
than it has been for past few weeks, 
indicating better than average week. 
Screen also has few clips of Par 
News. Edwa. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 3. 
House, which specializes in pro- 
duction, hits its stride again this 
week with cast of 41 worked into an 


elaborate overture and revue that is 
sending ’em home talking plenty. As 
usual when the spot rounds up a big 
array of entertainers, no single star 
is big enough to plug in ads, but bill- 
ing the show as 10-act bill, plus play- 
ing it up as town’s first ‘Big Apple 
Revue,’ is kicking up a deal of in- 
terest. 

Overture, worked out by House 
Director Charlie Kurtzman and 
Maestro Phil Lampkin, is dedicated 
to the Red Cross roll call drive, 
opening night finding house filled 
with bigwigs rounded up by Red 
Cross officials. Music is medley of 
patriotic ditties with curtains open- 
ing on two tableaux—one of soldiers 
marching and the other of nurse 
ministering to wounded man. Three 
soldiers, two sailors, two marines are 
assigned to the cast free by their 
commandants, and local hospitals are 
furnishing two nurses a day gratis. 

Show proper opens with 16 Harry 
Crosley Girls in a marching number 
which brings on Billy Reed to lead 
in a mass challenge tap. Gals off 
and Reed starts emceeing with in- 
troduction of Nelson’s Cats, who go 
through their boxing match on a 
table near foots, getting off just be- 
fore the novelty begins to die. 

Reed returns to sing ‘Truckin’ (of 
which he claims to be one of the 
originators) and romp through a 
demonstration, encoring with truck- 
in’-a-la-chorus boy and_ encoring 
again with same a la Sonja Henie, 
skating effect in latter wowing. Next 
it’s Luba Malina, suffering from bad 
cold at show caught, but scoring 
nicely with smart gesture-filled vo- 
calizations of Russian Pretzel ditty 
and Cuban serenade. 

Four gals holding flashlight bou- 
quets appear in boxes and center 
aisles while Reed warbles ‘Crinoline 
Days’ on offstage mike. This leads 
into appearance of Three Yates Sis- 
ters in a varied toe-tapping routine, 
getting off as ensemble hoofs on in 
hoop skirts to clinch theme of num- 
ber. William and Joe Mandel take 
over next with their burlesque 
strong-arm work. When Joe starts 
bouncing from the trampolin to be 
caught 15 feet away in two-high 
handstand they have to take two 
bows. Minor and Root follow with 
smooth and sophisticated ballroom 
dancing, slithering through spins and 
lifts, with gal’s red gown a hit in 
itself against black drop. Waltz, 
modified rhumba and sock spin wind 
em up. 

Full stage opens to find ensemble 
at work following Reed through 
demonstration of Big Apple, with 
Reed using Anne Woods as partner. 
Quitting to let ‘everybody regain 
breath, Reed issues invite to audi- 
ence to come up and join in. Three 
couples scamper up from the orch 
floor as Reed explains they are 
Washington champ applers. Kids are 
all young and bona fide, having been 
spotted by Crosley and Kurtzman at 
President's Cup Regatta. They get 
about two minutes to hoof simulta- 
neously. Entire cast on for finish, 
which finds the Big Apple ring fill- 
ing the entire stage and Joe Mandel 
working out around ramp and down 
into the pit to shag with Maestro 





;}amusing old soldier walk. He re-|is another old but sure closer. 
| turns to do a yodel to his own guitar | : Pull. 


Lampkin. No attempt at precision. 
but it makes as riotous a climax as 
house has had in months. Pic is 
‘Life Begins in College’ (20th). and 
biz nice. Craig. 
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EARLE, PHILLY 


——, \ ang 2. 
itching policy completely from 
see bends and ultra family-style 
vaude, the Earle this week is pre- 
senting a Harry Howard unit with 
Minsky aspirations, called ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel Revue.’ To this, for 
marquee hypo, has been added Jack 
LaRue and Vince Barnett and Mar- 
iorie Gainesworth, Pic is ‘It’s All 
Yours’ (Col). 

As often happens when name 
bands are absent, biz was off. High 
school and college trade, which 
avidly follows big orchs, is entirely 
missing. LaRue and Barnett, not 
particularly w.k. or socko here, 
failed to shine bright enuff in the 
mazdas. : E 

Howard unit is stunning. Unfor- 
qunately, it doesn’t click in a spot 
like the Earle. Immense production 
numbers with handsome scenic ef- 
fects and coupla dozen swell-looking 
femmes showing plenty—six of ’em 
with their upstairs entirely undrared 
—brought no response from house. 

With the unit are Mariora, juggler; 
Robert Berry, warbler; Mae McKim 
and Boy Friends; Del Carman, Span- 
ish terper; Clark and Eaton, adagio 
team, and Marty May, emcee. Open- 
ing show ran 86 minutes, which was 
cut to 65 in later stanzas by elimin- 
ating gal number, encores and some 
pure dribble. Drapes were also 
ordered on the chesty gals. 

Opener is 16 ladies of the line at 
flashing switchboards announcing 
this is ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ Gals also 
do a forte routine in the dark, using 
their telephone cords as luminous 
jumping ropes. Are nifty lookers 
and well-synched. 

Mariora is next. Gal is a standout 
juggler, works at rapid pace and has 
nice personality. Much improved 
over last appearance. Another pro- 
duction number follows while Berry 
sings, in burley manner. More spec, 
with Clark and Eaton coming out of 
a spangled pillar to do their adagio 
turn. Nifty grace and form, but still 
no strong applause. 

LaRue and Barnett do a knock- 
about stooge act with Barnett taking 
plenty of falls. Absorbed a tough 
one into the pit and got some laffs 
out of working in aisle. LaRue did 
impersonation of Otis Skinner’s 
‘Blood and Sand,’ followed by satire 
of same thing by Barnett. Gags 
brought chuckles, but lacked 
> gaa for anything more power- 
ul. 

Gals again, in more burley-esque 
costuming. This time Del. Carman 
with them to do okay Spanish terp. 
Then Marjorie Gainesworth. This is 
third time femme has been brought 
back to Earle in two months. She 
goes over like nothing else. House 
could probably keep her as per- 
manent, although she seems to be 
running low on routine and did pure 
repeat of previous turn. 

Another production scene follows, 
ending with a spectacle of femmes 
colorfully lined around the edges of 
a fountain while Clark and Eaton 
work in the background. May is 
next in a turn of gagging. Some 
stale, a lot of them pretty fresh, all 
put over. McKim and Boy Friends 
(3), swell-piped lookers chirping 
combo, unfortunately pushed on so 
late, they get a chance at only one 
number. May and Gainesworth pre- 
ceded reprise finale with an exceed- 
ingly questionable -kissing scene, 
which was later yanked. Herb. 


PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 

Show this week includes Milton 
Berle as m.c., Milton Berle as comic, 
Milton Berle as impersonator, Berle 
as stooge, Berle as cross-fire straight, 
Berle as a sponser and a guy named 
Milton Berle. It shapes up as one of 
the most unusual and fastest vaude 
and variety bills seen around any 
house in a long time. Show ran 75 
minutes at the last performance on 

riday, and it seemed short. 

f Berle can do nothing else, he 
rates as a top m.c. for keeping a 
show pacing along without a hitch 
or a slow-up. His ability as an m.c. 
makes up for his occasional lapses 
into questionable material, especially 
the nance stuff. 

Berle is working alone and with 
two stooge comics, both of whom 
are no newcomers to vaude and who 
make Berle step plenty to keep up 
with them. It takes plenty of Berle 
technique to keep Tommy Mack (as 
Judge Hugo Straight) and Bert 
Gordon (as Mischa Moody) from 
walking off with the show. Both 
Gordon and Mack are smart comedi- 
ans who know what they’re doing, 
and who can stand up against any- 
body on any stage. The three of ’em, 
Berle, Gordon and Mack contribute 
some walloping laugh sessions on 
this show. 

Entire show is played in ‘one,’ 
with the small exception of the 
adagio act of Don, Diaz, Dolores and 

emis who rate as just another 
adagio act. These femme-tossing 
turns have gotten the girls so small 
that pretty soon they’ll be making a 
=e for Olive of the Buster Shaver 
Rest of the variety is right in one 
er on the footlight platform. Yet, 
cespite this setup, it is an excellent 
show from all angles. Particularly 
effective is Jack Gilford and his im- 
bersonations. 

Eileen Barton (in the show here 
as Jolly Gillette, the sponsor’s daugh- 
ter), socks home a good vocal ses- 
sion, Exhibits a strong pair of pipes 
and is a cinch with an Hawaiian 
number. Doris Rhodes is another 


surefire performer with plenty of 
stuff on the warbling ball. i om 
dition to some crossfire with Berle 
for an opener, proves a genuine 
entertainer with her fine arrange- 
ments of pops. 

Berle, working as hard as ever, 
keeps in there, banging away with- 
ut a let-up. Through it all, he has 
a remarkable sense of timing and 
pace, not only to his own material 
and act, but to the show as a whole. 
However, Berle is beginning to re- 
peat on his material, and he shouldn’t 
try to come back this way again 
with the same stuff. It’s tough, ad- 
mittedly, to get new material when 
it goes so fast. But, for Berle, it is 
becoming essential. 

Business was excellent. Picture is 
‘Music for Madame’ (RKO). Gold. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 2. 

Succession of four man-and-wom- 
an teams and two singles assembled 
under a lean budget, Jacking in flash 
values, and paced slowly, marks this 
vaudfilmer’s fourth week of trying 
to break the ice. 

Jay Ulis, of Ulis and Clark, serves 
as emcee without making any great 
contribution to the art. He first in- 
troduces Everett Sanderson, who 
does a fairish instrumental novelty 
turn to open the bill. Sanderson 
plays a sax, clarinet, accordion, and 
uses three clarinets simultaneously 
for a finish. He also does a number 
a la Ray Saxe while spinning a rope, 
tap dancing, and playing a clarinet. 
He is aided by Nanone Gardner, who 
does a tap specialty to give him a 
breather. 

Lynne Jordan, girl single, sings 
pops in the deuce spot with little 
success and is followed by another 
single, Chic Thomas. Attired in sol- 
dier uniform, Thomas does Johnny 
Burke’s familiar monologue virtually 
word for word without getting the 
laughs that are there. For a forced 
encore, he resorts to some blue gags 
that don’t belong in vaude. 

Gavin and Marguerette, dance 
duo, occupy the next spot. Their 
work includes an eccentric routine, a 
tap number on midget stairs, some 
talk that is not forte and could be 
pruned to advantage, and a comedy 
apache for a moderately good finish. 
In the next-to-closing spot, Ulis, the 
emcee, brings on Minerva Clark, 
his partner, and they do their own 
act. The comedy talk is lightweight 
and the girl’s prop laugh is the only 
thing that keeps it from being re- 
ceived in brutal silence. ‘Smiling 
Irish Eyes’ is used as a last resort for 
a singing finish. Pat and Willa Le- 
Volo close the bill with a draggy 
slack wire act that does have a real 
climax when the man does a neat 
bicycle ride on the slender steel 


strand. 
‘Rain’ (UA), 





Film is revival of 
and biz was very light at third show 
Friday (1). 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Oct. 1. 

Well-rounded, cleverly routined, 
and well rehearsed show opened 
here today and promises to give 
much customer satisfaction during 
the week. 

Fats Waller is headlined and the 
feature of the lineup is the group 
of 16 Big Apple dancers from the 
Savoy Ballroom, N. Y. That the ap- 
ple terpers are somewhat disappoint- 
ing is apparently beside the point, 
because undoubtedly they are bring- 
ing in the vaude fans this week, 
after a good advance campaign by 
the Keith press department. 

Closing the show, they are given 
all of ten minutes to show off their 
stuff, with the Waller band backing. 
Hefty lad announces the various 
turns, but because the band is blast- 
ing so hard they are mostly unintel- 
ligible. In fact, it’s just one con- 
tinuous brass barrage in the back- 
ground, with the heated duskies 
romping like maniacs in front of the 
orch. Up to a point it is exciting, 
but this gang stays too long, and 
the noise and nip-ups become over- 
whelming after about seven minutes. 
Even so, it’s a swell novelty act and 
a timely one. 

It’s a dancing show, anyway, with 
such enjoyable performers as Helene 
Denizon, and the Dancing Rockets, 
mixed group. Rockets open with an 
Hawaiian number, commendable be- 
cause of the fine precision work by 
this outfit; and they follow up with 
a more exciting adagio routine. Miss 
Denizon, with the right restraint, 
toe-dances beautifully to spontaneous 
go of the rough, tough morning 
mob. 

Surprise of the show is Phil Estes, 
unbilled, who follows the opening 
Hawaiian number with a solo ses- 
sion of the clearest, sweetest taps 
shown on local boards in many 
moons. 

For the hokum hounds the Three 
Nonchalants fill the order with a 
smoothly routined mess of clever 
acrobatics, rough-house clowning 
and general nonsense. George Beatty 
closes the first half with a handout 
of swift and slow gags, embroidered 
with some vocaling. One about the 
tattooed lady is n.s.h. 

Waller band sounds even better 
on this trip, and ‘Marie,’ ‘Don’t 
Know-Don't Care,’ ‘Caravan,’ ‘Any- 
thing for You’ and ‘Jammin’ gave the 
boys an opportunity to display their 
musical wares. Ford, Marshall and 
Janet are the featured hoofers of 
the Waller unit, and Myra Johnson 
solo-voeals. She stopped it cold. 
‘There Goes the Groom’ (RKO) on 
the screen. Fox. 








Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Sino-Jap war scenes continue to 
get emphasis in the collection of film 
on the Embassy screen this week. 
As usual the scenes are vivid and 
shocking, although the number of 
horror shots is less than in recent 
weeks, Universal, which has been 
supplying a major share of the war- 
fare films lately, isn’t represented 
on this bill. Fox, Paramount and 
Pathe supply the clips. 

_This time most of the scenes are 
either behind the Japanese lines or 
taken with the Jap troops. There 
are the by-now familiar views of ihe 
shelling and bombing of Shanghai 
and coupla arresting pictures of 
burning buildings. Cameramen ac- 


companying the Japanese army have | 
move nents, | 
| band and acting as emcee. 
Chinese towns and the like. Some of | 
these; such as scenes in the moun- | 


gotten pleniy of troop 
soldiers marching triumvhantly in’o 


tains of North China (Par), are 
Striking, but the amount of real ac- 
tion is less. No evidence of library 
clips in the string. Follow on 
Chinese hostilities includes the 
League of Nations session at Gen2va 
(MG), Spanish war scenes (Par), 
mock air ra‘ds in Berlin (Fox) and 
then, as an_ illustrative contrast, 
Roosevelt’s current western trip and 
his speech at the Bonneville dam as 
he calls atiention to the way the 
U. S. spends its billions for peace 
rather than armament (Metro). 

Chuckle is provided by an initer- 
view with a Grand Dragon of the 
K. K. K. (Pathe), with reporters not 
getting even close to first base in ef- 
forts to pin the Kluxer down as to 
whether Black was or is a member— 
yet that and the next shot, of Black 
landing from his Eurovean trip to 
evade questions, both give the 
definite impression that the new 
supreme court justice was a hocded 
knight. 

W. C. Fields gets a plug from Par 
on his return to that studio after his 
recent illness and turns the brie’e 
into a sock laugh session. 
Brothers also get a nod (Fox) on 
their hand and hoof recoznition 
from Grauman’s Theatre in Holly- 
wood. Metro suvplies a short and 
effective bit of a Berlin tennis match 
with Tilden and Stoeffen against a 
German pair and there are the 


usual collection of fires, explosions, 


ship Wwunchings. fashions, 
fair stunts, parades, etc. 


New Acts 


READINGER TWINS 
Singing, Dancing 

8 Mins. 

Paradise Restaurant, N. Y. 
. The Readinger Twins 
young-looking, nice-looking 


county 
Hobe. 








dancing with a faintness of comedy 


that is both refreshing and highly 


entertaining. On the show here they 
appear twice, first in a spring ballet 
type of novelty as young girlies, later 
on doing a song topped by a cute 
novelty number. 

They are fast and agile on their 
tootsies, being all over the stave with 
routines that have been cleverly 
worked out. Considerable personal- 
ity goes along with these routines. 

Readingers will fit anywhere ex- 
cept in the Met opera or segaen. 

ar. 


MYRTIL and PICAUD 
Dancers 

4 Mins. 

International Casino, N. Y. 


Mixed team who are seemingly in 
gold-leaf costuming with a gilt 
rhinestone covering, but the manage- 
ment avers it’s a patented paint-on 
process, with the miniature rhine- 
stones blown onto them. The theory 
apparently is correct as the little pel- 
lets are to be seen whirling off in 
fine sprays of gold, once the adagio- 
esque dancers get into their routine. 

The odd costuming combined with 


their Grecian-style terps—they’re a| 


shapely pair—commends them _ in 
any revue, rostrum or cafe. It’s a 
novelty of the first water and a ce- 
cided hit here. Abel. 


CHRYSIS de la GRANGE (1) 
Rope Act 

5 Mins. 

International Casino, N. Y. 


Chrysis de la Grange is a Leitzel 
type aerialist doing amazing work 
on the rope and on the taut pole, 
above the loose tape. She has a male 
aide (in tails) who sinks into a trap- 
door onstage and anchors the rope 
on occasion, 

Mile. de la Grange is a comely 
woman, youngish, of nice propor- 
tions, working skillfully and with 
dispatch. Shapely and not too over- 
dressed, she is careful about her 
rouged toenails, etc., so that she 
makes an entirely class appearance. 

Abel. 


LYDA SUE LEEDS 
Acrobatic Dancing 

3 Mins. 

Paradise Restaurant, N. Y. 


An acrobatic dancer of charm, 
fleetness and agility whose specialty 
work conforms to better than aver- 
age requirements of niteries, the- 
atres, etc. Lyda Sue Leeds should 
also screen satisfactorily. 

Her technique is somewhat off the 
beaten path and effective. 
helps make Miss 
acrobatic routine flashy 
manner in which she performs it. 

Char. 





Ritz. 


are two 
girls 
who flavor their adolescent novelty 


Unit Reviews 





RAINBOW REVUE 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, Oct. 3. 

Jack Lane, home-town boy who 
towers 6 feet 10, tops this show with 
his contortion act. Giant, who start- 
ed by winning the Capitol’s first am- 
ateur contest several years ago on 
the same stage, has acquired pro- 
fessional polish in the interim, and 
his bending and twisting, done with 
unusual grace for a big fellow, 
brought several encores. 

Show gets under way with Irving 
Lewis, owner and producer, leading 
There’s 
13 tooters on band car, five with 
show, which hes 18 members. Five- 
girl line, billed as Rainbowettes, 
sta ‘t pruceedings with a tap routine 


| to ‘Sing, Sing, Sing,’ and are followed 
the | 


by Loretta Sisters, Daisy and Betty, 
in an acro novelty, including flip- 
flops and a bit of handbalancing, plus 


Daisy's work on the slack wire. 
Okay. 
Mozelle and Ziia, man and wife 


dance team, then offer a speedy :ed- 
hot Harlem number to ‘Tiger Rag.’ 
Terpers are followed by Emil Mat- 
zos. jugzler, who specializes in hoop 
Sspiuning. He wears bright green 
tights, with brief tails, to represent 
goodness knows what, but got a good 
hand with tricks done while stand- 
ing on his head atop small perch. 

Line trips back for a modernistic 
routine to ‘Sophisticated Lady,’ end 
goes into picture stance to jp ovide 
setting for Irving Lewis singing 
‘Midnight Blue.’ Number is further 
built up by Mozelle and Zita appear- 
ing for their ‘Racketeer Dance,’ 
rougher than the old Anache, with 
man snatching femme hither and yon 
by the hair of her head. 

Joe Kirnes, chunky impersonator, 
scores with his impresisons of Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, Henry Armeiia, 


Herman Bing, Benito Mussolini, 
Charlie Chan and Oliver Hardy. 
Kirnes was handicapped no end 


when house p.a. system conked out 
on him, but it was okay as far as the 
front rows were concerned. 

Two personable girls, Barnett 
Twins—Dot and Kate—then use the 
mike, which miraculously came to 
life to warble ‘Where Are You?’ and 
‘Nobody’s Sweetheart Now,’ a la 
Boswell sisters. They encore with 
‘Yoohoo ’and finish with a f~st tap. 

Irving Lewis and Rose Sydel, niece 
and namesake of Rose Sydel. queen 
of burlesque in good old days on 
Columbia wheel, work in one with 
gags and hokum. Their crossfire and 
patter has a newness to it that 
pleases, and they wound up singing 
parodies on ‘Rain.’ 

It is at this point that Lane does 





What 
Leed’s specialty 
is the fast 





his stuff. 

Silver streamers let down from 
flies set. a colorful background for 
finale, all principals coming on to 
applause, with traveler closing while 
Rainbowettes do a military buck to 
‘Don’t Give Up the Ship.’ 

Show is clocked in 50 mins. Per- 
formers are due a bouquet for their 
work Sunday, since they hovped into 
Atlanta from Reidsville, N. C., 425 
miles via auto over slippery roads, 
to fill this date. Lewis has had this 
gang filling fair dates in the West, 
and after finishing Lucas and Jen- 
kins’ time here and in other points 
in Georgia will hop to Ohio for a 
swing around the Gus Sun circuit. 

Pic is ‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO), 
and biz was overflow despite rain. 

Luch. 


IN TOWN TONIGHT 


(STRATFORD EMPIRE, LONDON) 


London, Sept. 20. 

‘In Town Tonight’ is the second 
vaudeville unit operated and headed 
by Larry Adler. Last one ran for 
48 weeks and grossed heftily in most 
spots. This one should duplicate its 
last grosses and might even top ’em, 
as Adler is now one of the biggest 
names in England. 

Besides Adler, Max Wall and 
Tommy Trinder are retained from 
the last show, which is all to its 
good. Only important newcomer is 
Gypsy Nina, also quite a name in 
English radio and vaude. 

Show has all the elements of 
youth, and although pretty rough 
on opening night, should develop 
into a smooth proposition, as the 
entire company seems to put their 
hearts into the work. 

First real sock are the Three 
Whirlwinds, also in the last show. 
This is an American standard, used 
to be four, but Miss Richard has quit 
the act through indisposition, 

Threesome has no opposition and, 
besides the usual swings and lifts, 
has a nice comedy climax. 

Tommy Trinder, recruited from 
the seaside concert field, has great 
possibilities, being aggressive but not 
annoying. On too early to really 
sock ’em, and will probably be shift- 
ed to a later spot on the program 
before the week is out. 

Max Wall has improved beyond 
recognition. Now does very little 
of his established dancing, a la Hal 
Sherman, but relies mostly on gab, 
and can vie with most of them, de- 
spite his material being mostly of 
ancient vintage. With the right ma- 
terial, this boy should gain stardom. 

Larry Adler, also in an early spot, 
relies on some pops for opening, 
climaxing with Gershwin'’s ‘Rhap- 


sody in Blue,’ but is compelled to 





encore with ‘Good Night, My Love.” 

Opening the second half are Swan 
and Leigh, horizontal bai gymnasts, 
with a sprinkling of comedy which 
is effective. 

Sid and Max Harrison, two boys 
who have been doing straight hoof- 
ology. have now developed some 
good comedy. Obviously studied the 
various American knockabouts in 
recent years, without lifting braz- 
enly. Can also sing a number, and 
came near stopping the proceedings 
when caught. 

Gypsy Nina, with her accordeon, 
is a real~asset to the aggregation. 
Her excellent pipes and playing are 
giving the yokels here a treat. One 
of the outstanding hits on the bill. 

Bit of comedy between Larry 


| Adler and Max Wall, with the for- 
| mer playing his harmonica and the 


latter sirumming a guitar, is good 
clowning, and will be even better as 
the show gets going. 

Show is already booked for 26 


weeks, and undoubtedly has a year's 
work ahead of it. To inject sex ap- 
peal there is a line of eight youth- 
ful looking girls whose strutting is 
up to average. 


Charles ‘Tucker, agent, has 50% 
in the show, in partnership with 
Adler, which should garner him 


plenty on top of his usual 10%. 


SPICES OF 1937 


(UTAH, 8. L. CITY) 
Salt Lake City, Oct. 3. 


Doris Dupont, good-looking tapper 
who can click off all the notes in 
the scale on toe and heel; Wally 
Brown, gagsier, and his midget foil, 
Annetie Ames, whose comedy antics 
click, and a polished pantomime rou- 
tine by Dave Tannen—these are the 
pungent ingredients of Count Berni 
Vici's fast-paced 63-minute variety 
bill at Utah, nee Orpheum, this 
week, 

On its opening, unit looks to be a 
smasher, It’s been many a moon 
since Salt Lakers witnessed a re- 
volving stage in action, and that’s 
one of the redeeming features of the 
billed Hungarian nobleman’s unit. 
Besides, there’s a 15-piece all-girl 
band, a flock of adagioists, a line of 
seven  not-too-well porportioned 
hoofers, and a crooner. But the 
stage, due to its uniqueness, amazed 
the patrons. 

Stage is composed of two parts, 
enabling band to occupy lower sec- 
tion, while top serves as a locale for 
dances, tableaux and a finale num- 
ber. Count, working in a candy 
unit, directs the femme tooters, and 
emcees the show, except brief spot 
which was introduced by Wally 
Brown. Opening act finds Brown 
in front of a prop with three en- 
trances, through which a fan dancer, 
balloon shuffler and a capsule strip 
teaser appear. Has a gag for ecch 
exponent, 

Vici does a fine job of a violin 
solo, augmented by the band. First 
tableau depicts launching of the 
Queen Mary. Merely a painted hull, 
rotating on the stage. The band 
plays ‘God Save the King,’ and 
members of the company engage in 
a spirited marine tempo dance. Not 
a spirited marine dance. Not very 
spectacular. 

Miss Dupont’s tap solo is a stand- 
out and her accompanist, Lee Bro- 
dye, on a miniature electric organ, 
is excellent. Organist displays a re- 
markable bit of virtuosity that has 
the fans highly enthusiastic. She 
uses varied tones and tempi through- 
out the show, adequately amplified 
by loud speakers cn each side of the 
stage. 

In a hoke garb, Tannen flashes 
some comic hoofery and pantomime 
that sold him quickly. His hand 
sewing bit is played to the hilt. 
Taras and Masters are given the 
glad-hand for excellent dance turn. 
Male member of team, despite his 
short stature, is as limber as 
spaghetti. Mostly clean and pleasing 
adagio steps that win their audience. 
They also have two other turns, 


Mile. Adye Adyn Dore—that’s how 
she’s billed—introduces her powder 
puff dance, while Brown glibs a 
hokum expose of burlesque. Pro- 
duction makes Mlle. Dore’s numbers 
more a dance and less an exhibi- 
tion, although at the end there’s she 
posing in her 90% birthday dress— 
the deducted 10% representing a 
pair of flesh tights. 

Tony Angelo, whose stage appear- 
ance is almost on par with his tenor 
voice, dishes out three solos in 
punchy manner. His first, ‘Night 
and Day’ and remainders, ‘A Typical 
Tropical Night’ and ‘My Sombrero,’ 
sung while chorines followed with 
well-executed routines. Tannen fol- 
lows juve warbler with a comic imi- 
tation of the ‘Sombrero’ dance. 

Deconti and Romaine follow with 
an dkay dance on upper tier of stage. 
Artificial lighting forces audience 
attention. 

Brown and his elfin partner, Miss 
Ames, are spotted next to last. 
Theirs is a meritorious mixture of 
singing, taps, knockabout and chat- 
ter. Brown’s monologue of a bus 
ride is sockeroo. Miss Ames’ pipes 
have enough volume, personality is 
contagious and humor is of a good 
sort. A natural comedy team, 


Esther Harsh, swing harpist, does 











corking wire pulling, while the 
seven gals do a unison dance on 
suitcases. Guss. 
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opening day of 














RKO 





ALBANY 

Grand (8) 

Camera Capers 
(1) 


Don Redman Orc 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Ford Bowie & D 
Ella Mae Waters 
Louise McCarroll 


BOSTON 
Boston (7) 


Horton Spurr 
Vox & Walters 
Muriel Page 
Harris & Shaw 
Slim Timblin 
Olympic 3 
(One to fill) 
30 


Helene Denizon Co 
Nonchalants 
George Beatty 
Fats Waller Bd 
Ford Marshall 
CHICAGO 
Palace (8) 
ord Marshall 
Zephyrs 


& J 


& J 





Fats Waller Bad 
(One to fill) 
«1) 
Milton Berle 
Bert Gordon 
Tommy Mack 
Jack Guilford 
Jolly Gillette 
Diaz, Don & 
Doris Rhodes 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (8) 
6 Skating Marvels 
Britt Wood 
Buster Shaver Co 
LaRue & Barnett 
Cass, Mack & T 
Gwynne Co 
(1) 
Shanghai Tr 
Condos Bros 
Johnny Burke 
Ina Ray Hutton 
Margie Palm 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctors (7-9) 
Follies 
TROY 
Proctors (8-11) 
Maj Bowes Int'l Rev 


D 


Bad 


5 Star 











ERIC WOLLHEIM 


ARRANGED 


ANOTHER MONTH 
(OCTOBER) 


JACK POWELL 
Folkan Pikes: Stockholm, 


Sweden 
Via LEDDY & SMITH 


| CAMDEN TOWN 


j LEWISHAM 




















Gaumont Palace 
Munroe Bros Billy Cotten Bd 
Sobsky’s Dogs LEYTONSTONE 
! CLAPTON : Rialto 

Rink | seddes Bros : 
l\Calores & Jarry i Charmaine & Julian 
| . ihe | Pointer 3 
| Dennis Gilbe rt | SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
| Duncan Grey } > con 
} ae eine Pavilion 

EAST HAM 6 Harmonists 
Granada STREATHAM 
| Torrani Palace 
i\Geddes Bros lSavoey. Jr Bd 
| Crane Bros TOOTING 
| Pointer 3 Granada 
EDMONTON Savoy Jr Bad 
j Empire | TOTTENHAM 
; Den Rico Ba Palace 
| HAMMERSMITH |Calores & Barry 
Palace | Dennis Gilbert 
6 Harmonists Duncan Grey 
ISLINGTON WALTHAMSTOW 
Blue Hall Granada 
Ist half (4-6) Don Rico Ba 
Eddie Smith Co WOOLWICH 
2 Percellys Granada 
2nd half (7-9) Andos Fam 
Melino, Kaye & M | Murray & Mooney 
Buddy Martin Lee Donn 
Provincial 
Week of Oct. 4 
ABERDEEN Peter Cotes 

Tivoli Joy, Jack & Joe 
Dampier & Carlyle | Society 4 
Nelson & Hagen |Edna Ashby 
Joe O’ Rourke KINGSTON 
Jack Stocks Empire 
| Ralphono & Page 2 Leslies 

ALDERSHOT Wilson, Keppel & B 
Hippodrome Dick Henderson 


& Sparkes Bros 

Jones & Thomas 

teading & Grant 

Stan & Jan 

Leon & Kiki 

Hill & Arnold 

Joy & Savina 

D'Amgzel & Boy 

Dorothy Dakin 
GLASGOW 

Pavilion 

Troise Mandoliers 

Radcliffe & Rodgers 

Piaytime in Toyl'nd 





Nicol & Martin 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 

Castelli’s Bd 

Angers & Waller 

Alf Thomas 

Eric Randolph 

Freddie Bamberger 

Raynor Lehr & W 

Helena 3 
PLYMOUTH 

Palace 

Mantovani Ore 

Hirukawa Co 























Cabaret Bills 














Barney Gallant’s 
Betty Bowker 
NEW YORK CITY WASHINGTON 3 Musical R 
State (7 Capitol (8) a 
Horace Heidt Ore Maj Bowes U Bertolotti’s 





Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (6) 

Hudson-Del Orc 

Yacht Club Boys 


Tip, Tap & Toe 
BOSTON 
Met litan (8) 
Block Sully 


Stone & Collins 
Joe Jackson 
Seilers 
Lester Cole Co 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (8) 
Alex Templeton 
Gloria Gilbert 
Shea & Raymond 
Lai Founs 
Oriental (8) 
Ina Ray Hutton Bd 
Jack Williams 
DALLAS 
Casino (8) 
Anson Weeks Ore 
Art Jarrett 





B Minevitch Co 
Stan Kavanagh 
Barto & Mann 
DETROIT 
Michigan (8) 
Lottie Mayer Co 
Hudson Wonders 
Frank Conville Co 
Bob Hall 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (8) 
Fred Waring Bd 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (8) 
H' wood Bandwagon 
Abbott & Costello 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Melba Brian 
Kean 2 
Vie & LaMarr 
Walter Long 
Carole Manners 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Orpheum (8) 
Ted Mack Co 








Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (8) 
Buddy Rogers 


Nonchalants 
DeLloyd & McKay 
1 


(1) 
TaRue & Barnett 
Marj’rie Gainsw’rth 
H’wood Rev 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (8) 
Xavier se Ore 


Buddy Rogers 
Mitzi Mayfair 








Judy Starr 
5 Co-Eds 
3 Switfs 
READING 
Astor (8) 
Caiif Coliegians 
Marj'rie Gainsw'rth 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (8) 
Fayne & Foster 


Josephine Huston 
Boy Foy 
Larry Blake 


Saul Grauman 'o 
Shaw & Lee 


(1) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 





Independent 





CHICAGO 
Oriental (4) 
Collins & Peterson 

Don & Shirley 
tanley Bros 
‘harles Carrer 
Pau! Small 


State Lake (8) 
Shanghai Tr 
Clift & Dell 
Billy & B Bemis 
Joan Britton 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Lyric (8) 
Ice Carnival 





Kit Klein 
P LaVarre & Bros 
3 Heat Waves 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (8) 
Carl Freed Co 
Ruthons Dogs 
Troy & Lynne 
3 Lorraine Sis 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (8) 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Paul Kirkland Co 
Berkes & Dwan 
Roy Rogers 
(Others to fill) 








~ London 





Week of Oct. 4 


Canterbury M. H. 


Ist half (4-6) 
elino, Kaye & M 
wddy Martin 


2nd half (7-9) 


Eddie Smith Co 

2 Percellys 
Dominion 

Younkman'’s Bad 


Joe Hembree’s 
Angel's Rhumba Bd 
Cascade Billy 
Anne White 

Lillian Loraine 
Renee Villon 


Bil’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtney 
Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 
Jerry White 
Henry LaMarr 
Jack Arnold 
Sid Hawkins 
Jerry Ryan 

Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 


Chateau Moderne 
Jack Monte Ore 
Maryon Dale 
Consuelo Fjowerton 
Trini Plaza 

Claremont Inn 
Carl Harte Ore 

Club Cavalier 
Mark Sable Ore 
Henry Berman 
Jackie Gleason 
Sandra Landi 
Miidred Roselle 
Honey & J Wilson 

Club 18 
G@ Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Pat Warrington 
Jerry Blanchard 
'Frank Freeba 
{Jerry Kruger 
Jeri Withee 

Club 52d St. 
Snub Ore 

Club Gancho 
los Gauchos Ore 
Pedro 
Dolores 
Chiquita 
Nina 
| Carmen Lita 
| Clnb Normandie 
| Buddy Wagner Ore 
Joan Hill 

Club 


Eliseo 
> 








Mosley 





Yumuri 
Grenet Ore 
tosita Oriega 
Diosa Costella 
Manchito 
Felipe De Flores 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway 
Nicholas Bros 
Tip, Yap & Toe 
Avis Andrews 
Tramp Bd 
Vodery’s Jubileers 
Chovalateers 
Teddy ale 
Tondelevo 
Dynaniite 


Ore 


Hooker 

Jack Dempsey’> 
® Carpenter Ore 
Don Alberto Orc 

F! Chico 

Carlos Montoya 
% Pampero 
D’Avolos & A 
Antoniia Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
l.as Guarecitas 
Rolande 





Ore 


NEW YORK CITY 


El Dorado 


ass Hagen Ore 
Helen Morgan 
Dave Fox 

Bergere Sis 
Cordobas 

Franco & Francini 
| Freddie Bernard 
Cuban Rhumba Bd 
Rita West 


El Toreador 


Don Juan Ore 
Fausto De Igado 
Teddy Rodriguez 
Cortes & Maida 
Ricardo De Caro 
Titi & Pellin 


French Casine 
(Folies Bergere 
vue) 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Lou Breese Ore 
Les Aurette 
BI and B.I 
Lind Carenzio 
Corinne 
Dormonde Bros 
Irene Helda 
Herman Hyde Co 
Les Juvelys 
Lilyan, Dania, Malo 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Ketty Mara Co 
Les Menchiassi 
Les Robenis 
Roberton 
Germaine Roger 
Nico Roschin 
Carmen Torres 
Frolics 
Ralph Watkins Ore 
Joe Lewis 
G & R McDonald 
| Terry Lawlor 


C 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Aiberto Malenga Or 
Kiddie Kinley 
Esther Martin 
Kileen Roberts 
Arlene Grant 
Louise Bryden 


Harlem Uproar 
House 
Erskine Hawkins Or 

Bobby Evans 
Socarass 

Kddit Smith 
Lillian Fitzgerld 
Flasa Sextetie 
Reo & Curley 
Spoons Brown 
Bubbles Wilson 
Yelma Middleton 
Willie Jackson 
Loucey Lane 


Havana-Madrid 


Nilo Menendez Orc 
Jose Manzaneres 


Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
3 Peppers 
Adele Girard 
Hickory Lodge 
(Larchmont, N. ¥.) 
Zinn Arthur Orc 
Elaine Howard 
M'lyw'd Restauraai 
Mitchell Ayres Orc 
E Jelesnick Ore 
NTG Rev 
Joey Ray 
Hetel Ambassador 
Larry Siry Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Moenlight ‘Lerrace) 
Bernie Cummins Or 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Walter Cummins 
Dorothy Crone 








Hotel Commodore 
(Palm Room) 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 

Edythe Wright 

3 Esquires 

Jack Leonard 
Hote) Edison 

Billy Swanson Ore 


Hote! Essex House 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Dick Stone 
R J Callman 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Phil D'Arcy Ore 
Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshall 
Dorothy Daniels 
Hotel Half Moon 
(Brooklyn) 
Ken Casey Ore 
Bette Carter 
Virginia Dare 
Betty Williams 
Hote! Lexington 
Andy Iona 
Hotel Lincoln 


Isham 


Ore 


Jones Ore 
Hete! MceAltpin 
J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Gonzales & Menen 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Benny Meroff Orc 
Florence Cast 
Jack Marshall 
Larry Powell 
Motel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Johnny McKeever 
Evelyn Ran 
Fred Cameron 
Fisher & White 
Phyllis Kenny 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Jeno Bartal Orc 
Hetel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Rotel Plaze 
(Persian Room) 
Duchin Ore 
Paul Draper 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Rudolf Friml Ore 
Ralph Rogers Ore 
* Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Hotei Save, - i inne 
Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzig Ore 
Hotel St. Morite 
Hal Richards Ore 
Grisha 
Carleton & Juliette 


Paul Thompson 
Ed Singer 
Hotel St. Regis 


(Viennese Roof) 
Jacques Fray Ore 
A Rasch Dancers 
Charles Walters 

Hotel Shelton 
Gene Fosdick Ore 

Hote) Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 


Motel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Leo Reisman Bd 
Ralph Rutgers Ore 
Marissa lores 
Raphael 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Allan Small Ore 
Joe Capello Ore 
Montmartre Boys 
Carter & Schaub 
Mary Lane 
3 Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 
Inga Borg 
Lea Leslie 
Gene Walters 
Gladys Faye 
Vaughn Comfort 
International Casino 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Yascha Bunchuk Or 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Calgary Bros 
Artini 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crance 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Kit Kat Club 
Maurice Rocco Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Charioteers 
Cook & Brown 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 


la Conga 


Jose Escarpenter Or 


Ramon Littee Bd 
Hilda Salazar 
Havana 3 

Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 

Le Mirage 

Harry Horton Ore 
Diaz & Lawton 
Grace Morgan 
Ruth Long 
Sing Trio 

Leon & Eddie's 
(Pago-Page Reom) 
I.ou Martin Ore 
Hawaiian 4 
Eddie Davis 


i 








Mary Burton 
Burnett & Watt 


Alfredo & Dolores 
Mirador 
Phil Romano Orc 


Bobby Gilbert ” 
Armando & Fleur'te 
Roy Sedley 
Ruth, Denning 
Danny Rogers 
Jean & Gloria 
Mori’s 
Lou Ferris Ore 
Murray’s 
(Tuckahoe) 
Ray Keating Ore 
Buddy Kennedy 
Lambertons 
The Oaks 


Al Lambs Ore 
Tommy Lyman 
Gene Archer 

Onyx Club 
& Spirits of Rhythm 


Maxine & Janice 
Paradise 
fay Freeman Ore 
Lucille Johnson 


Diamond Bros 
Georgie Tapps 
Readinger 2 

Pavillon Royal 
(Valley Stream L.L.) 
A Warren Ore 


Della & Billy Mack 
Danny Beck 

Jill Dener 

Virginia Vaughn 


Cackles O'Neill 
Place Elegante 
Larry Maddi Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Helen Cagle 
Jack Rose 
Toto Canglosi 
Mario Basini 
Queen Mary 
Joe Webb Ore 
Valerie Dumont 
Bernice Horton 


Ray Jones 
Rainbow Grill 
Eddy Rogers Orc 


Helen Myers 
Glover & LaMae 
Patricia Ryan 
Rainbow Koom 
Al Donahue Ore 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Durelle Alexander 
Sheila Barrett 
Dario & Diane 
Senator Ford 
Riviera 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Val Ernie Ore 
Eddie Garr 
Wini Shaw 
Ramon & Renita 
Lois Kay 
Wes Sommerfield 
Lou Valera 
Ben Yost Collegitans 
Russian Art 
Yasha Datsko Ore 
Anna Kouznetzova 
Mara 
Sinda Voella 
Alex Bolshakoft 
Eli Spivack 
Zachar Martinoff 
Russian Bear 
Cosrya Krumin 
Karlo 
Lonya Kalbouss 
Elena Slavnaia 
Nicholai Grushko 
Julian Altman 
Ivan Korniloff 
Russian Kretchma 
Nicholas Matthey Or 
Michel Michon 
Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaefft 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Daria Birse 
Sands Point Club 
Paul Rebueei Ore 
Stork Club 
W Feldkamp Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Surfside 
(Atlantic Beach) 
Bobby Hayes Bd 
Henny Youngman 
Don Ragonese 
Patricia Gilmore 
Harry Rose 
Gypsy Lee 
Tavern On Green 
(Central Park) 
Hughie Barrett Ore 
Valhalla 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Marita 
Lorraine 
Rond Hal 
Versallies 
M Bergere Ore 
Val Ernie Ore 
Gomez & Winona 
Giali-Gali 


Barrett 


Voodoo 
Voodoo Dancers 
Chas Strickland 
Billy Haywood 
Cliff Allen 
Basin Si, 4 
Chanticleer 4 
(ireen Bros 4 
Marie Almonte 

Wivel 
Bob Asen Bd 
Arline Whitney 
Evelyn Nesbitt 
Bob Lee 
Ginger Sutton 

Yacht Club 
Eddie Elkins Orc 
Siboney 4 
Henny Youngman 
Frances Faye 
Bert Frohman 
Peggy Seel 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 
Charlies Lawrence 


Beverly Wilshire 
Ted FioRito Ore 
3 Debutants 
Marcell Muzzy 
Aggie Auld 
Nick Cochran 


Biltmore Bow) 


Jimmy Grier Ore 
Julie Gibson 
Duanos 

Glen Pope 

Jan Rubini 

3 Biltmoreties 
Delores & Andre 
Dick Webster 

3 Rhythm Rascals 
Cate International 
Lee Murray 

3 Rhythm Kings 
Herbie Kay Ore 
The Theodors 





International Girls 


Cafe ta Maze 
Wm Hoffman 
Stan Clare Ore 

Club Hawaii 
Janet Jordan 
Andy luna Co 

Cocoanut Grove 
Donald Novis Ore 
Hal Kemp Orc 

Cosme Club 
Candy Candido 
Elinor Troy 

Famous Doo 
Eddie Beal 
Louis Prima 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Sol Brights Ore 
Satini Tuai Lea 
Sel Hoopi Or 
Wanda 
Diana Toy 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Gladys Bagwell 
Rose Valyda 

Omar’s Dome 


George Redman Ore 
Elmer 
Lolita Ando 
Burnett & Mandel 
Dee Sis 
Dorothy Black 
Palomar 
Hector & His Pals 
2? Cellegians 
Mildred Bailey 
Red Norva Ore 
Hudson Metzger Gls 
Paris Inn 
Pete Contrelii Ore 
Vominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
The Blus Gls 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Seven Seas 
Lily Gibson 


Rev 





| Agnes 
' 


Honolulu Dancers 
Jimmy Lowell Co 


Somerset House 


Jack Owens 
Betty Borden 
Somerset Swing Bd 


Swing Club 


Nan Blackstone 

4 Squires 

Hal Brown 
Frankie Gallagher 
Swing Club Girl Rev 
Dorethy Roberts 
Guy Rennie 

Fred Thompson Ore 


Topsy’s 
Thelma Tyndall 
Mona Alzoe 
Pat O'Shea 
Chuck Fody 
Arnold Sis 
Jean Rogers 
Barney Lind 
Leona Rice 
Jehnson 


Ore 


Trocadero 
Garwood Van Ore 


CHICAGO 


Binckhawk 
Joe Sanders 
Ronald & Roberta 
Pete the Newsboy 
June Glory 
Chez Paree 
Belle Baker 
Jackie Beekman 
Jimmy Savo 
Rarbara Parks 
Cerinna Mura 
Bemis Kids 
Henry Busse Ore 
Colosimes 
Bob Tinsley 
Roscoe Ails 
Inga Borg 
Mile Zee Zee 
Ashiey & Ware 
Gladys Crane 
Nina Rinaldo Orc 
Gay 90's 
Lew King 
‘Marne’ 
Marion 
Colleen 
Emmet Vance Ore 
Herry’s N. ¥&. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engles Ore 
Jack Irving 
Yvette 
Theo Troy 
Mildred Rock 
8 Parisians 
B. B. B. 
Rider Sis 
Palmer Sis 
Dorothy Johnston 
iti-Hat 
Armida 
Willie 
Cheri 
3 ‘Cc’ Notes 
Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Room) 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Lucio Garcia 
Walker 3 
The Duanos 
Dean Murphy 
Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Earl Smith 
Commodore 
Joe Parlato 
Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Fred Warings Ore 


Parker 


Shore 


Duo 


| 
| 
| 





Terrace 
Brown 

Andy Kirk Ore 
Geo D Washington 
Al & Anise 


Hotel 


Grand 
Ada 


Edgewater 
Beach 
Roger Pryor Ore 
Enrico & Novello 
Les Triuner 
Klutings Animals 
H Smith Ballet 


Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 

The DeMarcos 

Alexander Gray 

Wayne King Ure 

4 Aristocrats 

Abbott Dancers 


Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 
Frankie Masters Or 

Jackie Heller 
Donna Dae 
Ahearn Bros 
Chas Carrier 

Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Reom) 
Sande Williams Ore 
Music Hall Boys 
Pierre & Temple 
Covert & Reed 
Carlos Molina 
Jerry McGinty 
Herbert Dexter 
Irene St. Clair 
Marya & Martin 


Ore 


Royale Frolics 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros 
Karre LeBaron 3 
Frances McCoy 
Sinclair Sis 
LeRoy & Sharp 
Nancy Healy 
Jack Hilliard 

The Kose Bowl 
Bernard & Henri 
Dixie Painter 
Joy Glynn 
Ann Bolen 
Billy Scott Ore 

Yacht Club 
Oshins & WLessy 
Ruth Petty 
Jeanne Walker 
Belva White 
Ted Cook Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Marie Little 
Rochell & Rinata 
Mystie Plato 
Ed Silvergiade 
Johnny Graff Ore 
Izzy Bellis 


Areadia Int'l 


Milton Kellem Ore 
Don Renaldo Orc 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Gloria Grafton 
Rosaleen & Seville 
Bob DuPont 
Gilbert Bros 
Mildred King 
Kee 
Judge 
Bala Inn 

Continental 3 
Joe Landy 

Barritz Cafe 
Joe Reilly 
Cortez & Peggy 
Irene Keilly 
Dan Anton Ore 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Coral Cafe) 
Moe Jaffe Orc 
Benny the Bum’s 
Deloyd McKay 
Jeffrey Gill 
Eddie Long 
Kathryn Case 
Benny's Swingsters 
Dorman Bros & M 
Enters & Borgia 
Lee Lamont 


Cafe Metropole 
(Camden) 

Bernie Berle Ore 

Cedarwood Inn 

(Malaga, N. J.) 
“larence Mich Ore 
Franky Schluth 
Del Monina & P 
Rose Marie 


Colony Club 


Jackie May 
Marcia Lloyd 
Embassy Club 
Helen Benton 
Grace Manners 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Edith Roark 
Gloria Mausier 
Bert Clemoux 
Vera Burgess 
cliff Hall 
Evergreen Casine 
Henry May Ore 
Tom Barry 
Walter Long 
Rhoda lee 
Ben Raymond 
Bonnie Siewart 


Helaine & Don'lds'n 


June Collins 

1523 Locust 
Rubb'r Legs Will'ms 
Mercie Marques 
Ollie Potter 
Patsy Evans 
Lulu Maye 
Honey Brown 





Stella Brooks 

Florence Harris 

Fats Smith 

Bubbles Shelby 

Jane Farrar 

Linda Rae 

Sam Woods Ore 

Swing Kings Ore 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 

Vincent Rizzo Ore 

Bob Roltner 

4 Vespers 

Simpson’s Marionets 

Theod’re & Denesha 

Gini, DeQuincy & L 

Nora Williams 

Jean McCully 

Floridians Ore 

Agnes Tolle 

Evan B Fontaine 


Lambs Tavern 


Larry Meli Ore 
Little Rathskeller 


Jack Griffin Ore 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Pat Perry 
Mimi Stewart 
Don & Dorese 
Lindsley Sis 
Latimer Club 
tileen Mercedes 
Ann Morgan 
Mildred Lande 
Jane Warren 
3 Musical Rascals 
Palumbo's 
cdidie Thomas 
Patti Crawford 
Marionettes 
Bobby Morro Ore 
Montez & Maria 
Frankie Richardson 
Snowball 
Len Sarner 
Moe Glatt 
Riiz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ore 
31 Club 
Gene Osborne 
Al Frisco Ore 
Bill Sasord 
Tex Hendrix 
Gene Osborn 
Helen Wilson 
Jane Patterson 
Dolly Nixon 
Nicki Gallucei 
Sitver Lake Inu 
(Clementon) 
Joe Milikopf Ore 
Beth Challi 
Jules & J Walion 
Freddie Swift 
Margie lane 
20th Century Tavern 
Lou Longo Ore 
Powers irls (8) 
Watson Sis 
Ted Pike 
Ned Walsh 
Beth Calvert 
Parrish Oafe 
Ted Linsey Ore 
hin Bones & F 
lgnche Washingt'n 
ats Primere 
3 Pariseites 





Dutkin’s Rathskelier 


Thelma Shearon 

Mayo Sheridan 

Marlene Chester 

Sunny Nash 

Victor Nelson Ore 

Vrank Ponti 

Russian Kretchma 

Sonya Kotliarskaya 

Fronia Stanislavsky 

Gypsy Rita 

Teva Gorodetsky Or 
Savoy Tavern 

James Hall 

Del Rio Sis 

Hazel Arick 

Frances McDonald 

John Reilly 

John Pole 

Savoy Swingsters 
Stamp’s Cafe 

Bella Belmont 

Marie Latell 

Charlie Kay 

Dolly Vaughan 

Billy, Ray & Kay 

Maurice & Rodell 

Elaine Owens 

Jack Hutchinson 

Irving Braslow Ore 
Streets of Paris 

Babiette 

Len Parker Ore 

Mildred Barth 

Kay Allen 

Dorothy Dawn 

Leslie Sis 

1214 Club 
Allan Gale 
Vera Dunn 
Shirley Hale 
Jimmy Blake 
Lou Lantos 
1214 Girls (8) 

21 Club 
Tommy Monroe 
Sally La Marr 
Marion Kingston 
Nancy Barry 
Ann Rush 
Connie Lee 
Melody Blenders 3 
Jean Riccardi Orc 

Venice Grille 
Dolly Parker 
Lee Rogers 





Doris Fields 

Fay Kay 

Marty Barton Ore 
Viking Cafe 

Billy Callahan 

Al Shumaker 

Leonard Cooke 

Grace O'Hara 

Frank Springman 

Puggy O'Neill 

Ann Carroll 

La Verne 

Whitey Verillo Ore 
Walton Root 

Raye, Prince & C 

Karl Denny Ore 

8 Libby Girls 

Mildred & Maurice 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Louts Chalkin Ore 
Ray Miller 

Carlos Society Circus 
Lorraine Chevalier 
Cariton & Selig 
Int'l Instrumental 
lise Hart 

Hugo Klee 

Sid Golden 
Gregory Quinn & 
Eldoradians 


B 


Ubangi Club 
Doc Hyder Ore 
Buhrman & Scott 
Lethia Hill 
Valda Hatton 
Rose O'Neill 
Danny & Edith 
Blanche Saunders 
Le Roy McCoy 
Dennie Lyons 

Yacht Club 
Mary Hubbard 
3 Casimera Girls 
Margie Drummond 
Barbara Jardin 
Viola Klaiss Orc 
Yorktown Tavera 
Bill Bilger Ore 
Marie Duval 
Peggy Andrews 
Suez & Mein 
Dick Pell 
Heney Nathan 
Ai.Macool 
Eddie Blum 


DETROIT 


Blossom Heath 
Moore & Revel 
Albernice 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Brodell Sis (3) 
Book-Cadillae Hotel 

(Casino) 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Kay Weber 
Ames & Arno 
Chalet 
Hank Fomish Ore 

Commodore Club 
Miller Sis 
Bill Snyder 
Frank Gagen Orc 
Lew Hoffman 
Lee Morse 


Blue Lantern 

Maude Feely 

Nat Alonzo 

Pat Burns 

Marie Paul 

Al Hanaway Orc 
Club Continental 
Chico Reyes’ Ore 
Jessie Pengra 
Continental 3 
Ruth Martin 


Corktown Tavern 
Phil Kaye 

Healy & Garnella 
Stanbeck (3) 
Millie Obenor 
Chalan & Aldythe 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Marion Melrose 
Paul Reno 
Alexander Ore 

Cozy Corner 

J Hubert 

Helen Dorsey 
May Joy 
6 Cozettes 
Bill Godden 
Marj’rie Monte’ m'ry 
Claudia Wheeler 


Geo Williams 


Bill Jolinson Ore 


Northwood Inn 
Russ Lyon Ore 
Woods & Bray 
Geraldine Ross 
Beb King 
Rhythm Redheads 
Palm Beach Cafe 
Geo. Presnell 
Fleyd Pike 
Daly Crampton 

Oasis 

Ken Conroy 
Bob Shepler Ore 

Piantation 
Earl Walton Ore 
Ted Bilackinan 
Lois Deppe 
4 Cats & Fiddle 
Mae Alix 
Harvey & Ethel 
Powatan 
Ore 


Or 


Ruby 
Heat Waves (3) 
Covert & Reed 
Carsons (2) 
Saks 
Rddie Bratton Ore 
Bert Gilbert 
Michael & Diane 
H Smith Girls 
Yen-Forty Club 
Joaquin Garay 
Lewis Sis 2 
Shavo Sherman 
Al De Lage Co 
Coyle McKay Ore 
Club Villa D 
Irving Alexander 
Chuck Stevens Ore 
Webster Hall Hotel 
(Cocktail Gril) 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Emerson Gill Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


William Penn 
(Urban Koof) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Bailey Sis 
3 Internationals 
New Penn 


Jack Denny 
Judy Lane 


Bill Green's 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Tommy Ryan 
Charlie Wilson 
Jimmy Brown 
$ Barons 


Ore 


Harlem Casino 
Jimmy Wadkins Or 
Larry Steele 
George Gould 
Louise Mann 
Helen Wiles 
Mary Richards 
3 Esquires 
8 Harlemettes 


Willows 


Bob Clayman Ore 
Elaine Grey 
Milt Clayman 





_ Nixon Cafe 
H Middleman Ore 
Sally Hughes 
Bobby Cook 
Towne & Knott 
Olivette & Dmitri 
Miaco Co 
Angelo di Palma 

Hotel Roosevelt 

(Cocktail Bar) 
Bijly Catizone 8 

Union Grill 
Karl DuLaney 
Billie Bugbee 

Show Boat 


Al Marsico Ore 
Edith DeLaney 
Marvel 

Mary lL.ee 


Wayne Thomas 
Noel Sherman 
Plaza Cafe 
Niki Lov Norman 
Bert-A St Clair Rev 

Plaza Ore 

Italian Gardens 
Ktzi Covato Ore 
Carmen 

White Mansions 
Dale Harkness Ore 


Girls 





| On the Upbeat 








(Continued from page 47) 


ceeded at Green’s by Jimmy Joy, 
playing his second engagement there 


in three months. 





Xavier Cugat, booked at Stanley 


theatre, 


Pittsburgh, 


for week be- 


ginning Friday (8), will carry his 
own stage show with him. 





Larry Funk one-nited Sunday (3) 
at Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport. Chiek 
Webb set for Oct. 10 and Sammy 


Kaye Oct. 24, 





Ed McGraw set 


for Madura’s 


Danceland, Hammond, Ind., Oct. 16. 





Chauncey Cromwell opens at the 
Brown hotel, Louisville, Ky., Oct. 8. 

Mike Riley preems at Chez Mau- 
rice, Dallas, Tex., Oct. 15. 
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Theatre Council to Aid Embryonic | WOULD ASSIIRE ‘Shock of Henderson's Death May 


Talent Via Showwindow Plan 


Another committee of the Amer- 
ican Theatre Council, organized for 
the welfare of the theatre, has 
started to function. This group is 
assigned to develop or discern talent 
which is regarded as one of the most 
important aims of the council. Audi- 
tions are to be given aspiring young 
players who complain that they do 
not get a chance to display their 
ability. 

Applications from such talent are 
to be made by mail and the com- 
mittee will select those who will 
get a chance at showing their stuff 
by means of auditions. If judged 
okay they will then be cast for per- 
formances to be given on Sunday 
evenings. Managers will be invited 
to attend and it is hoped provide 
engagements for them. Stage hands 
will be asked to make some con- 
cession since the performances will 
not be given for profit. Managers 
are expected to permit the use of 
certain theatres without charge. 

In considering the applications 
from young players, the committee 
will learn whether the talent is pro- 
fessional or has a professional back- 
ground, whether graduates of dra- 
matic schools or products of summer 
theatres, or whether they are just 
floaters. A large number of ap- 
plications will probably be filed and 
it is likely that some will not be 
acted on, there being limitations in 
handling the embryos. What pro- 
portion is to be okayed has not yet 
been determined by the committee. 

The committee has Antoinette 
Perry as chairman, others including 
Herman Shumlin, Philip Loeb, Mar- 
got Stevenson and Blanche Yurka. 
The applicants will bé‘ required to 
state whether they belong to Equity 
or not. If so they may receive 
preference. Claimed that a num- 
ber of young players unable to get 
placed acted in small parts or were 
understudies. As such they joined 
Equity but have had little chance of 
getting regular engagements. 


FLEISHER SEES GOOD 
LEGIT YEAR FOR N. Y. 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Broadway is headed for a good 
legit season in the opinion of Sidney 
R. Fleisher, negotiator between the 
Dramatists’ Guild and the Producing 
Managers’ Association, under the 
minimum basic agreement. 

Recognized and experienced dra- 
Matists who have been working in 
the Hollywood studios the last few 
years are again turning to the the- 
atre, he declared, with the result 
that many fine plays will once more 
be seen on Broadway. 

Here for the first time, Fleisher 
is getting a looksee at the inside 
workings of filmtown. He succeed- 
ed the late Joseph P- Bickerton, Jr., 
with whom he was long associated, 
in his present post two years ago. 


NYTPA Meet to Fill 
Henderson’s Post 


Sudden death of Ray Henderson, 
who was killed last Friday in a 
Plane accident off the coast of 
Greece, will probably result in some 
changes being made within the New 
York Theatrical Press Agents, of 
which he was president. P.a. group 
Will meet Thursday (7), at which 
time it will be decided when a new 
leader will be elected. 

Elise Chisholm, who is vice-presi- 
dent of NYTPA, has been acting 
Prez since Henderson started on a 
world trip early in the summer. 


WATCHING OVER IT 
Francis Edwards Faragoh, Coast 
Scenarist, is in New York looking 
after Production deiails on his new 
Play, ‘Sun Up to Sun Down!’ 
lece is scheduled fall 
Broadway, 














for on 











GILLMORE BETTER. TO 
ATTEND AFL CONFABS 


Frank Gillmore, president of | 
Equity, who sailed for the Coast last | 
month after his physician ordered a | 
complete rest, is reported to have | 
improved during the trip. Boat 
docked at Los Angeles Saturday (2), 
aceording to schedule, but he sent 
no direct word to Equity’s offices 
here. 


Upon returning Gillmore is slated | 


to relinquish his duties with the as- 
sociation and assume active charge 
of the Four A’s. He will attend some 
of the American Federation of Labor 
convention sessions, which started 
Monday in Denver and will continue 
for two weeks. 

Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
retary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
who has been east on a vacation trip, 
has started west. They may get to- 
gether in Denver. 


Big ATS Call In 
Loop May Mean 
House Shortage 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 
American Theatre sub- 
scription season this the 
largest in years, with 13,000 registra- 
tions on the books and more than 
$110,000 in the bank already. 
Difficulty which has arisen, how- 
ever, is the inability to get a house 
for the ATS shows. Regular houses, 
Grand, Erlanger, Selwyn and Har- 
ris, which have arrangements with 
the United Booking Office, are 
booked up almost solidly for months. 
This being the case, the ATS is 
now considering the possibility of 
going into the Studebaker. Should 
the deal materialize, it would have 


Society 
year is 


to be handled through the UBO, of ! 


course. 

Demand has completely sold out 
both matinees, with the nights rapid- 
ly being subscribed for, also. This, 
despite the fact that the ATS is sell- 
ing tick2ts for shows which are, as 
yet, homeless. 

First show on the list is “Tovarich.’ 


AGAIN POSTPONE SALE 
OF ZIEGFELD PLAYS 


Auction sale of the rights to the 
plays in the Florenz Ziegfeld estate 
was again postponed last week and 
the new date set for Oct. 15 at the 
County Court House, White Plains, 
N. Y. Application for the postpone- 
ment was made on bchalf of Jerome 
Kern, Irving Berlin, and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, and was granted for 
the purpose of determining in the 
meantime what righis, if any, 
estate has in the plays to be sold. 








the | 


EADY WORK 


Equity Appointing Commit- 
tee to Talk Over Details 
of System Which Would 





Guarantee Legit Actors 
Six-Month Season with 
Bonded Salaries 
| 
| GROUP ANGLES 
| | 
| Something new in legit actors 
;}emoluments is being considered, 
| general idea being to guarantee 


| six months. While the plan has not 


| 
| salaries of players for a period ot 
| 
| 
| reached Equity formally, council ap- 


| pointed a committee to report on the | 
feasibility of such an arrangement. | 


| Idea is being worked on by several 
| proposed repertory groups. 
| General proposition as 
| known would call for pay assurance 
| by means of surety bonds. That 
| system is now in force under the 
| Equity regulations but the minimum 
guarantee is for two weeks, with 
some variations as applied to plcyers 
with run of the play contracts. It is 
| believed that actors would be will- 
ing to accept lower salaries if gucr- 
anteed engagements for six months. 

In any event Equity would not 
permit disturbing the $40 per week 
minimum ($25 for juniors) and it is 
expected that a movement will start 
this season to push those figures up- 
| ward, proposal to abandon the junior 





rules. 

The six months salary guarantee 
plan is predicated on the under- 
writing of the rep groups interested. 
An attempt was made last year to 
form such a group by the 
scription route. Board of directors 
started squabbling after a fairly 
sizable sum had been received and 
the plan was abandoned, money be- 
ing returned to subscribers. 

Group’s Experiment 

Gropp Theatre which presented 
several worth-while plays was the 
nearest thing to the six months 
guarantee idea. Its members received 
minimum pay but participated in 
the profits if any at the season's 
end. The Group, however, came a 
cropper after getting some outside 
backing and dissolved. It has re- 
organized along somewhat the same 
lines and is readying a new play. 

Equity has been asked to consider 
another rep idea, that of putting on 
|one play per month, sponsors seek- 
| ing concessions. Latter feel that such 


/an enterprise should not be held 





| rules and there is a chance that the 
| plan will receive the nod from the 
| association if 
financing. 


players so engaged would be placed | 
under term contracts and in that | 
way defections from the cast would 
be virtually eliminated. | 


Cochran Back, Sets 
Pians for Musica! 








The action grows out of the refusal | 


by the administrators of the estate to 
disclose in advance of the sale ex- 
actly what play properties are to be 
sold. 


Hoboken’s Legit House 


‘Portuguese Sweetheart, authored, 
directed and produced by Murray 
Brown, will bow in at the Rialto, 
Hoboken, next week (11) as initialer 


for new legit roadshow policy there. | 


Cast includes Judith O'Neill, Ru- 
bino Valero, Frances Kane, Vera 
Kane, Edgar Winslow. Betiy Pitts, 
Herman Rothstein, Helen Sawye1 


and Carmelita, dancer. Abe Cole- 


man is business manager for Brown. , 





Charles B. Cochran returned from 


the Coast after a stay of several 
months. He will remain in New 


York about three weeks, then sa’l 
for London after getting set for his 
first Broadway vwroduction, which 
will be ‘Nymph Errant.’ Showmn 
is reported having arranged for 
backing from persons not directly 
in show business or pictures. 
eral are resident on the Coast and 
others are Britishers. 

Cochran has temnorary qu rter 
in the offices of William A. Brady 
in the Plavhouse. Revisions of the 
and book are bein? made hy 
Cole Porter and Romney Brent, who 
wrote the show, originally presented 
n London. 


Sev- 


ecore 


far asj| 


minimum still being on the sched- | 
ule of changes in the. association’s | 


} 
| 





| down to a strict adherence of Equity | 


assured proper | 


it the six months salary guarente’ ARTHUR HAMMERSTEIN 


| After being away from Broadway 
| participation for five years, Arthur 
| Hammerstein is priming a straight 


ay | in giving space 


Cancel Kit Cornell's World Tour 





4-A’s Developments 


Story on the new Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America 
interchangeability rule, of .-in- 
terest to legit, appears on Page 
7 of this issue, 


ODETS PLAY TO HAVE 
FARMER AS TOP FEMME 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Frances Farmer draws the femme 














|lead in the new Clifford Odets play, 
‘Golden Gloves,’ 
part soon on leave from Paramount, 
where she is under contract. 

| Player’s work in ‘Ebb Tide,’ Para- 


and plans to de- 





mount color feature, cinched the job | 
for Miss Farmer when Odets eyed | 
the film with Group Theatre repre- | 
sentatives, 


Legit | Showmen 
‘Elated Over Co-op | 
By Buffalo Press 


Press support for road shows in 














| Buffalo, as promised during the legit 


ably commented on by showmen 
| whose attractions have already | 
| played there this season. Some at- 
tractions have received first pace | 
mention and dailies have been liberal 
in the amusement 





sections, 


Buffalo Times has been especially 
generous to visiting shows. That 
sheet got out a convention extra by 
remaking page one and planed the 
edition to New York for distribu- 
tion among the legit showmen pres- 
ent. An address by Merlin Ayles- 
worth at one convention § session 
stated that the Scripps-Howard 
papers would support the road and 
particularly those shows’ which 
played Buffalo. Aylesworth joined 
S-H last year, withdrawing from the 
radio field. 


Other papers in the upstate stand 
have indicated they also favor more 
road shows there. Reviewers have 
either praised shows or commented 
in generalities and therefore avoided 
panning. Times is edited by George 


Lyon, the dramatic editor beng 
Ardis Smith, who was with the 
World-Telegram last season, latter 


being one of the S-H chain. 





RETURNING TO B’WAY 





play and two musicals. Formerly 
he was an ace presenter of oper- 
ettas, with an occasional! drama also 
under his direction. Last try was of 
the latter kind, it being ‘The Man 
Who Reclaimed His Head,’ present- 
ed at the Broadhurst in 1932, in as- 
sociation with L. Lawrence Weber. 

First production on the Hammer- 
stein slate is ‘One Flight Down,’ 
which awaits a name player from 
Hollywood. Skedded to follow are a 
n.usical based on the highlights of 
his father, Oscar Hammerstein, and 
a musical satire by Otto Harbach 
end Rudolf Friml. Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, and Herbert Stothard will 
be concerned with the first named 
musical. All four authors figured in 
‘Rose-Marie,’ the manager’s outstand- 
ing success. 

Morris G. Green, formerly of the | 
Weber offices, will be general man- | 
| ager. 





convention last May, is being corer 


Passing of Ray Henderson who 
died last Friday (1) when the 
plane which was taking him from 


Alexandria, Egypt, to Europe on his 
final stops in the 
posed world tour of Katharine Cor- 
nell, fell in the sea, is expected to 


advance of pro- 


result in the star calling off the 
journey. 
Acknowledged to be the _ road's 


number one advance man and presi- 
dent of New York Theatrical Press 
Agents, it was intimated that had his 
journey been completed he would 
have advised against the tour any- 
how. Miss Corbell, however had 
been preparing for the long, unique 
trip. She worked for three seasons 
without much surcease and is not 
slated to appear on the siage this 
season until next March, the tenta- 
tive start of her debut in Washing- 
ton, D. C., with ‘The Ivory Fan,’ 
a new play to be added to her 
repertory for the proposed tour, with 
Broadway not slated to see it until 
after she returns. 
Miss Cornell's Plans 

Miss Cornell’s plans were com- 
pletely upset however by the pass- 
ing of the ace publicity man who 
was 48 years of age. He was 
especially well known in newspaper 
circles in Manhattan, yct in many 
hinterland stands Henderson ws 

omething of an intimate to editors. 
His letters to them were started with 
their first names and contained news 
items in addition to his releases. 

The plane came down near Athens, 
Greece, the flying boat nosing under 
water for some unknown reason, 
Henderson and three other pas- 
sengers were killed or drowned, 
others being seriously injured, while 
the five man crew escaped. He 
sailed to New Zealand last June, 
thence to Australia and later stopped 
at Java. London was to have been 
Miss Cornell’s finale to her tour. 

In Bali he sent word that it was 
the ideal holiday spot for a press 
agent because there are no newse- 
papers. At the time he was siaring 
for Singapore, one of the prospec- 
tive stands on the Corne:! tour. 

Advanced Many Stars 

When he departed for the Coast 
early in the summer to take ship for 
the Antipodes, friends reminded him 
what a soft assignment it was. 

Henderson started in a vox office at 
Colorado Springs, also doing publici- 
ty for the house. His first road as- 
signment was with Johnston Forbes- 
Robertson remaining with that actor 
until he retired. He was press 
agent for William Faversham, Ethel 
Barrymore, Sir Herbert Tree, E. H. 
Sothern and Julia Marlowe, George 
Arliss and Winthrop Ames’ attrac- 
tions. For the past seven years he 
has been publicity head for Miss 
Cornell and Guthrie McClintic pro- 
ductions. His full name was John 
Raymond Henderson. 

He was ever watchful that dailies 
spell Miss Cornell's first name with 
two a’s—Katharine. When it ap- 
peared Katherine he would send a 
flock of postcards to the editorial 
and proof rooms, Curiously enough 
the N. Y. Times in its obituary story 
spelled it the wrong way. 

The fatal flight was a 
Henderson was making. He had 
planned to spend several days in 
Athens to see Miss Marlowe who has 
been visiting there. Remains are be- 
ing brought back by order of the 
McClintic office. 

It happened that the attorney for 
Lillian Gish was also in Athens and 
she cabled him with the request that 
he handle the matter. Miss Gish 
opened in “The Star-Wagon,’ a Mce- 
Clintic show at the Empire. N. Y., 
topping the cast with Burgess 
Meredith. 


Aldrich Snags One 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Play tagged ‘This Glorious Life® 
by John Sturgis, former Texas 
newspaperman, has been optioned 


side trip 





| for six months by Richard Aldrich, 


New York stage producer. 
He may give it a Broadway show- 
ing next winter. 
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Costes Workers Afiliate With 
Wardrobe Union; to Halt Imports 





Costume workers are affiliating 
with the stage crafts unions by join- 


ing the wardrobe mistresses union, | 
being a} 


the principal objectives 
closed shop and prevention of the 
importation of costumes. Mass meet- 
ing will be held tonight (Wednes- 
day) preparatory to the adoption of 
the wardrobe 
constitution prohibiting 

from handling any but union-made 


a clause in union's 


costumes. 

Costumers Association of N. Y., 
employer group, has signified accept- 
ance of the closed shop, but the 





members | 


wardrobe union agrees not to work | 
on new costumes as has been a prac- | 


tice when shows go on the road. By 
barring foreign-made costumes, it is 
figured the makers will get the con- 
tracts heretofore filled by importa- 
tions. 

The several imported attractions 
and floor shows new current will not 
be afiected at this time, as the stip- 
ulations will not be _ retroactive. 
Hereafter managers bringing shows 
from abroad must have costumes 
made here and the same will apply 





Anne Nichols Moves 





Anne Nichols has moved her offices 
from the Little theatre, N. Y., to 
Radio City. Miss Nichols leased the 
house last season but recently sub- 
let to Bonfils and Sommes. 


Although she retains an interest 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Amphitryon 38’—Theatre 
Guild. 

‘The Manly Art’—Group The- 
atre. 

‘Between The 
berts. 

‘Ghest of Yankee Doodle’— 
Theatre Guild. 

‘I'd Rather Be Right’—Sam 
H. Harris, 

‘Hooray for What’—Shuberts. 

‘A Dell’s House’ (revival)— 


Devil’—Shu- 





for the duration of the lease, deal | 


called for the new lessees occupying 
the offices except the suite in which 
Brock Pemberton is quartered. 


Stark, in Resigning WPA 
Post, Airs His Peeves 








Resignation of Wallace R. Stark 
from the Federal Theatre Project 
on Saturday (2) was accompanied 
by a letter addressed to Hallie Flan- 


}agan, director, in which he charged 


to French and Iniernational casinos. | 
Rental costume firms and employees | 


will be included in the new set-up. 

Organization in the costume field 
also includes designers. Latter, most- 
ly free lance, have been joining the 
Scenic Artists union. 


New Deckhand Scale In, 
Taoaga Not Signaiured 


Although the new wage 
agreement between Broadway legit 
managers and the stage hands’ union 
Local No. 1 has been written the 
contract has not been signed. De- 
spite the delay 
new scale is being paid, restoring 
the cuts that were in for four years. 
It seems that attorneys for the 
showmen and the union are .merely 
checking up on the provisions and 
there is no need for further huddles. 

Boosted wages were retroactive 
to Sept. 6, so that crews which 
have been working in the holdover 
shows and some road attractions wili 
get the difference in wages this 
week. 

The bunch back stage at the Music 
Box, however, declined to take full 
advantage of the retroactive provi- 
sion. Stated that in 1932, when the 
cuts went in Sam H. Harris refused 
to make wage deductions which 
were allowed on two previous weeks. 
Deckhands are returning the favor 
but chalking off two weeks of the 
boost in wages. 


Tricky Sets Delay 
‘Bovary’ Preem in D. C. 


Washington, Oct. 5. . 


Opening of ‘Madame Bovary,’ first 
Theatre Guild show of season here, 
was postponed from last night (4) 
to tonight, due to trouble getting 17 
set changes working smoothly. 


Play being first American Theatre 
Society event of season, letters were 
rushed to every subscriber holding 
Monday night seats with request 
that they get in touch with box 
office to switch to another night dur- 
ing week, 


Cap’s only legit spot goes dark 











again next week, resuming Oct. 18| and unsatisfied disappointment. 
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in signaturing the 
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with Lunt and Fontanne in ‘Amphi- | 


tyron 38.’ 


Balto’s FTP Sked 


Detroit, Oct. 5. 

Local WPA theatre project re- 
turns to activity here Friday (8) 
with two performances of ‘Tragical 
History of Dr. Faustus’ at Cass 
Tech aud. 

Under new policy set up by Fred 
Morrow, supervisor of local 
ect, this season’s productions will be 











| cast 


‘disgusting conditions’ existing in 
the Project made it impossible for 
him to continue working. He is a 
part of a group representing War 
Veterans employed by the FTP. 

He charged that non-relief super- 
visors raised their own salaries, that 
aliens were employed on the Proj- 
ect, while veterans were receiving 
wage reductions, and that he was 
kept on the ‘referral bench’ for 
seven months because administrative 
interference prevented him from be- 
ing transferred to work for which he 
was qualified. 

Federal Theatre officials deny that 
supervisors raised their own salaries. 
Presence of aliens on the Project 
was virtually impossible under the 
Relief Act of 1937, only rare exemp- 
tions being obtained in cases where 


scale; the talent concerned was unique. 


Plays Ou tof Town | 
WISE TOMORROW 


Baltimore, Oct. 5. 


Drama in three acts by Stephen Powys: 
presented by Bernard Klawans (Warners): 
directed by Iflugh MacMullan; settings hy 
Watson Barratt. Ford’s theatre, Baltimore, 








Oct. 4, "37; $2.20 top. 

Tony ampion......... bao Edith Barrett 
Norman Weldon.........+. Naunton Wayne 
POG: DEMON, «scenesetesé Theodore Newton 
BON. DORR. 605 6060 deetess Rosemary Ames 
Pe DEEN: 50% ev ccsaeonteees Calvin Thomas 
Joan Campion. .cscccccces .--Gloria Dickson 
ee UIs 4 6-63-3060s048%) Josephine Victor 
Peat te eee y Ped Pee Olive Reeves-Smiith 
fo eee ee repre: ee ee Florence Edney 
Pee Ns 50 5 06 6 0400 Kes «-»-Joseph Taulane 





Billed as being presented by Ber- 
nard Klawans, this play is never- 
theless a British importation spon- 
sored by the Warner Bros. which 
already owns the picture rights. 
Klawans heads the play department 
for the Brothers. As possible pic- 
ture material, ‘Wise Tomorrow’ offers 
one of those moot mysteries of the 
industry that escapes belief. It is 
a story of one woman’s love for an- 
other and as such pulls no punches. 

Without the sympathy and drama 
of ‘The Captive’ and lacking the 
power of ‘Children’s Hour,’ Mr. 
Powys’ play might stand comparison 
with ‘The Green Bay Tree’ with the 
sexes in reverse minus its subtlety 
and showmanship. It’s an unvar- 
nished tale of a woman’s yen for an- 
other, selfish, cruel and _ entirely 
without plausible reason. 

Joan Campion is a young actress, 
doing her stuff in the straw hats, 
torn between a career of domesticity 
with a man she doesn’t entirely love 
and a chance on Broadway under 
the guidance and possessive influ- 
ence of Diana Ebury, an aging ac- 
tress of another dey. Through three 
talky and slow moving acts this 
conflict rages, with only here and 
there a bit of smart writing and 
dramatic pointing. The end, entirely 
unreal, finds the embryo star emulat- 
ing her menace and following in her 
footsteps even though she has de- 
parted this world in broken-hearted 
So 
strong is this all empowering post 
mortem influence on Joan, the final 
curtain finds her draped in purple 
and walking out on it all escorted 


by a low-heeled, tailor-made dame | grounds that O'Connor had been em- | 


} 


Jed Harris. 
‘Angel Island’—George 
bott. 
‘Follies’ (road)—Shuberts. 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle’— 
Delos Chappell. 
‘Antony and Cleopatra’—Row- 
land Stebbins. 
‘Stage Door’ 


Ab- 


(road)—Sam H. 


Harris. 
‘May Wine’ (road)—J. J. 
Leventhal. 











May Cancel Chos. 
Fouity Meets Due 
To Lack of Interest 





Quarterly meeting of 
Equity which was set for Friday (1) 
was. called off when a quorum failed 
to appear. Officers waited around 


is required. 

At the annuai meeting application 
for three meetings during the season 
was made. Proposers said that so 
much time was taken up with the 





treasurer’s and secretary’s reports 
that there was not time left for new 
business. Equity’s council ordered 
quarterly chorus meetings held. 
Lack of interest or of topics may 
lead to cancelling further sessions 
until the end of the season. 








Expect Tax Easement 
To Aid L’ville Legit 


Louisville, Oct. 5. 


J. H. Thuman, Cincinnati, has de- 
cided to bring several road shows to 
Louisville during the current sea- 
son, in spite of the heavy tax which 
is levied by the state on admissions. 
A campaign is being waged to have 
the tax removed, and indications are 
that the legislators will tackle the 
matter and remove the tax, or at 
least modify the burden in a meas- 
ure, so that roadshows may again 
find it profitable to play here. 


Shows booked for the Memorial 
Auditorium are Ziegfeld Follies, Oct. 
29-30; Ruth Gordon, in ‘A Doll’s 
House,’ Nov. 1, to be followed by 
Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Antony and 
Cleopatra’ and ‘Tovarich,’ in Novem- 
ber. December dates are ‘Babes in 
Arms’ and during ‘the Christmas 
holidays a three-day engagement of 
‘The Women.’ ‘Room Service’ is 
scheduled for January, 1938, as well 
as Maurice Evans in ‘King Richard 
II,’ the Theatre Guild play, ‘Masque 
of Kings’; Charlotte Greenwood, in 
‘Leaning on Letty’ and ‘Frederika,’ 
a musical, also on the list. 


It is expected that the discrimi- 
natory tax will be removed by Jan. 1. 
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BIG VICTORY 
Edward Hayden O’Connor was 
awarded judgment of $35 afainst 
Joseph Byron Totten in small claims 
court, N.Y., last week. 











Amount involved salary due 
O’Connor on an ill-fated strawhat 
venture of Totten’s last summer. 








Plaintiff had worked as p.a. and 
| manager of the outfit. 
| Totten defended the suit upon the 


who promises to lull her to restful | ployed by a corporation and not by 


sleep with pianistic bedtime songs. 
Gloria Dickson as Joan is dec- 
orative and struggles hard with the 
material on hand. Josephine Victor 
as the lady with the yen has her 
moments, overstressing somewhat at 
times. Excellent jobs are turned in 
by Edith:Barrett and Naunton Wayne 
in secondary roles. The rest of the 
is competent. Direction could 


| Stand considerable hyping through- 


pro}- | 


} 


presented in schools, clubs and com- | 


munity centers, at free admish. 
Lineup for season includes ‘Anna 
Christie,” ‘Chalk Dust,’ ‘Let Free- 
dom Ring,’ and ‘Dr. Faustus.’ 


' 


out. 

It will take a whale of a job to 
ready ‘Wise Tomorrow’ for the rig- 
ors of a Broadway opening. As con- 
structed at present it is not good the- 
atre and certainly not picture mate- 
rial. 

Burm. 


be transplanted to a Broadway 


ihim as an individual. 
ever, ruled Totten responsible. 





Musical Tryout 
‘Whims of 1937,’ revue by Louise 
Howard and William Lord, with mu- 
sic by Claude Lapham, will be given 


house theatre of Villa Venice. 
Sunday evening, Oct. 17. 

Cast will comprise old-timers 
newcomers and, if the show 
| dences sufficient b.o. stamina. it 


N.Y. 


and 





will 
the- 


jatre later for @ run. 


{Cora Tanner 
Chorus | 


an hour beyond gavel time when a | Cy ril Maude 
count of noses showed 22 members| Emma Dunn ......... saws weee fie 
on hand, whereas a minimum of 25 | 


a show-window preem at the Pent- | 


More Great Players in Great Plays 








Dustin Farnum 


| Lotta 


By Frederick Kelly 


Maude Adams CREO ETERS HEHEHE HEHE EEE ... The Little Minister’ 
Edwin Booth CORO ORR EHR EEHEHHEEHRERETH EHH EHH HEH HH ee se eee eee eeeens ‘Hamlet’ 
Blanche Bates ......csccseccesecccccceseseses dhe Girl of the Golden West’ 
Charlotte Cushman .eseccccccccccccccvccccceseeccsssessesssreess ‘Macbeth’ 
CRaries COmgan ccc ccccccsdenctncactheascbessivesecscessve ene. mopal. Box’ 
Mrs. John Drew CORPO EO HEHEHE ETH HH HEHEHE HEHEHE EERE HEE eeee . The Rivals’ 
Henry E. DUCT . oc ccccccceccccccsceneceseccesees eee eee eee 20a ee @ .‘Adonis’ 
Julian Eltinge SPP G PEO CECE ORT Tee TER EL COR ee. Fascinating Widow’ 
ececcoe PEE PECL CRE COOTER TE CE eee” Virginian’ 
| Caroline Miskell HOyt .ccccccccccecencs 


OS OP See ‘A Contented Woman’ 


ss « Little Nell and the Marchioness’ 


| Richard Mansfield .....cessescesecceaseesscersrerceeeersees Richard III’ 
|Lulu Glaser .....«.. PPE PORES OFT Tee Pe CT EERE TT Te eet ‘Dolly Varden’ 
| Francis Wilson ...cccccccccccccccccseccccscccccccsecesvesvcscess ‘Erminie’ 
| Lewis MOrrisOM ..cccccceccecccecececccesecsessesesesersrstcnscceee EWS 
| JSubia -Aptnurt ics cscs Sb0bb6b0d4 es ove toetedheeciskebencs MEE 2D Gueen’ 
Pa Co SRR Sere Serr erie . wes... The Middleman’ 


| Mary BIGRMOTING, ..0ccccecescee Sesve 


| Charles Fletcher ........ 

| Marie Doro 
Annie Russell 

| Joseph Murphy 

| Virginia Harned .. 

| Annie Pixley 


Annie Clarese 
Mrs. Leslie Carter 
J. H. Stoddard 
Alice Nielsen 


Fred Stone and David Montgomery.. 


| Mrs. G. H. Gilbert 


Mildred Holland 
| Helen Ware . 

| Madge Carr Cook 
May Robson ....... 
Clara Bloodgood .. 


eeeeeeeneeeee 


eeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Emma Trentini 


Jessie Millward 








Tomasio Salvini 


eeeee 


eee 


@eeeeeeeeeeee 


eeeeeeeneeeee eeeeeeeeeee 


seh weaude sme e cutie ‘Janice Meredith’ 
SSO ee ee ts ‘The Duke’s Motto’ 
wa'aeihaoauid's tees ‘The Morals of Marcus’ 


..‘Miss Hobbs’ 
ssevees CIFy Gow’ 
a a ae ‘Tris’ 


LCN ARAN D eb carne ee Rae eS kee ‘M’ Liss’ 


Poe ee 4s0'cén en ee CMAREy webevesoee BOO. Ler Tair’ 
| Pemawede: EA ic ccadeses PPE Re ee et ry eee ere Les LOO ee ‘The Boss’ 
|Clara Morris ....... iceeegueexass Be Rte ee eT ee Ee ‘L’ Article 47’ 
i Tn... <3 0 cee at hadeeten ¥4ae cates aaa de Va ou wanes ble ‘Miss Innocence’ 
eee. MUMMNOOEE *. . s ces0s 9400540 co wee RR I Eee ee ‘Salomy Jane’ 
| Jessie Bartlett Davis .......e.. Be el, aie. een enn SE ae ‘Robin Hood’ 
Thomas E. Shea .....ccccoce cee veeedccceeces ce ce. Cekyen and Mr. Hyde’ 
Edmund Breese ......... eWs oh dwOSN 6 600bS9 09484 o ‘The Lion and the Mouse’ 
TG Rees erst ey? eedesed dba cea cds vases cy MES Teter’ 


‘Peg Woffington’ 
ih wl Oath wa ‘Zaza’ 


sees. BEeSide the Bonnie Brier Bush’ 
Pe SO Se IO eee pr dee ‘The Serenade’ 
Dis olka dae 4 ba4 ¥ Pas ‘The Wizard of Oz’ 
| Raymond Hitchcock............... Sp TE .«s+. The Yankee Consul’ 


Scentidae me eon On 
... Alone in London’ 


Sakae hh ereter ‘Two Little Vagrants’ 


+ oeers Xe Las ‘The Third Degree’ 
..’Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch’ 
.... The Rejuvenation of Aunt Mary’ 


ee... The Girl With the Green Eyes’ 


there ‘Grumpy’ 
$0065 6 Geese 6505 48s 00% ‘Old Lady 31’ 
Pvitcsseeaies ‘The Firefly’ 


oe ree oeccedevecsseeees ss meee: Brachets in ireland’ 
Thomas Wise ...... ba tse 06008 66606008 6600040 RE Eee. Been Beiseesipp: 
Pa fl Per. ove reT eee orice reer ‘The Way of the World’ 
OP ae yo ee ee ee ere ‘A Fool There Was’ 


COMTI: BETO 4 0:0 04 Psreaces 54% 045 4 Wan eee £600 ee ies ‘A Celebrated Case’ 
Ge EE 3. 55 ss iad aed eae’ Per ree ‘A Litle Bit of Everything’ 
Nora Bayes and Jack Norworth..........One of the early Ziesfeld Follies 
Milton and Dolly Nobles ...... CeObesoresisocesendccceveccvce REO MpMNX 
ie. =e a re te ee Tn CET Pe CCU eT Tee Tee ‘Puritana’ 
Wright Lorimer ......... eee eee eeeeeeereeeseseecsnns ‘The Shepherd King’ 
me te SPP ere (6506000680 SdkeS see ccus cs Abigs Jammy. Valentine’ 
Donald Brian ...... Se ee Tee ee et On ree eee ‘The Merry Widow’ 
Be A arr errr rer? ee TT eer ‘Rosedale’ 
Wren GENE WONG cccciscecces Te wike Cesteeenshhasecan es ‘A Run on the Bank’ 
5 Ee eres eR Ea ea eer YS ‘Nancy Brown’ 


Mrs. Sarah Cowell Le Moyne..........‘The Greatest Thing in the World’ 


Se SS ere rr re ‘Othello’ 


; Mary Anderson ...... oa'beddece Guede b000ctacatece’ nen bne asus 
| Henrietta Crosman ..... rT re ee 
Pie BEE. 5s Ke O00 ee ORCS sede ecéesed0400000kc ane Boum est Door’ 
RP ee ee Pee Pe eee eee PTT TTPO eee eye Ce ‘The Thief’ 


Andrew Mack 
Richard Carle 
Clifton Crawford ....... 
Leo Carrillo 
Maggie Mitchell ..... 
Janusekeck 
Charles Hawtrey 
Mrs. Thomas Whiffen ............ 


Becky Sharpe in ‘Vanity Fair.’ 
in “Taming of the Shrew.’ 
that part in many of his books.] 


eee ene ee Gad 6444065 S006 BERT ERA 6408 Rk ‘Three Twins’ 
eee ee eee eeeaeeeeeeee 


EPP ceccocccccvcecccectececeses be Great Diamend Robbery’ 
sss MITITO TTT TTT Teer Messenger From Mars” 


{Mr. O. M. Samuel had Ada Rehan listed as playing ‘Vanity Fair.’ 
am not incorrect it was Mrs. Minnie Maddern Fiske that made famous 
Ada Rehan was noted for her Katherine 
The late William Winter has her exalted in 


Saka PPE ORE OR ery pre te eee, fs 


... The Spring Chicken’ 
(ease Wise tach ‘Lombardi, Ltd.” 
......Fanchon the Cricket’ 


seseceeees» The Goose Hangs -_ 





Current Road Shows 





Week of Oct. 3 
‘Behind Red Lights,’ Shubert, 
Newark, N. J. 


‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Trenton, Lynchburg, 
Va. (4); Jefferson, Charlottesville, 
Va. (5); James, Newport News, Va. 
(6); Lyric, Richmond, Va. (7-9). 

‘Dangerous Cerner,’ Embassy, Port- 
chester, N. Y. 


‘Her Unborn’ Child,’ Brighton, 
Brighton, N. Y. (4). 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 
Greenwood), Chestnut St., Phila- 


delphia. 

‘Madame Bovary,’ National, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘Passing Of The Third Floor Back’ 
(Walter Hampden), Werba, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

‘Room Service, Copyley, Boston. 

‘Room Service,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 

‘Show Is On,’ Grand Opera House, 
| Chicago. 

| “Tobacco Road,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh. 
‘Tonight at 8:30,’ San 





Curran, 


| Francisco. 
Court, how- | 


‘Tovarich,’ Hanna, Cleveland. 
‘Tovarich,’ Box, Cincinnati. 
‘Victoria Regina’ 


| 


‘Women,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Cass, 


| Detroit (3-9). 

| ‘You Can't Take 
| Harris, Chicago. 
evi- | 


Tt With You,’ 


‘You Can’t Take 
Plymouth, Boston. 
‘You Can’t Take 
Erlanger, Buffalo. 


It With You,’ 


It With You,’ 





(Helen Hayes), | 





Road’ Lost $300,000, 
Needs $60,000 to Tour 


Appointment of a trustee to handle 
the affairs of the Eternal Road Corp. 
was recommended yesterday (Tues- 
day) by H. P. Coffin, special master, 
in his report on the financial condi- 
tion of the corporation to N. Y. Fed- 
eral Judge John C. Knox. Court set 
Oct. 15 for the hearing on ratifica- 
tion of the report. 

Special master’s report reveals that 
the corporation's debts are approxi- 
mately $300,000 invested in the pro- 
duction and $30,000 in rental of the 
Manhattan opera.house. It would 
cost $25,000 to reopen the spectacle, 
the report states, and about $60,000 
to put it on the road. Only a nom- 
inal amount could be obtained for 
the spectacle’s stage property and 
other effects if disposed of at auction, 
Coffin believes. 

‘Eternal Road,” the Meyer W. 
Weisgal-Crosby Gaige spec importa- 





| tion of last season, finally folded last 


spring at the M. O. H. without ever 
approaching a profit. 


Future Plays 





. . ; ‘Young Mr. Disraeli,’ by Elswyth 
| Shubert, Boston. | Thane, has been placed in rehear- 
| ‘Wise Tomorrow,’ Ford's. Balti-|sal by Alex Yokel. Opening tenta- 
| more. tively set for Nov. 10. Margaret 


Webster directs. David Ffolkes has 
designed the settings and costumes 

‘Edna His Wife,’ from a novel by 
Margaret Ayer Barnes, dramatized 
and produced by Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner. Elliot Jacoby will write the 
musical score. 

‘The Doctor Is In,’ a farce comeds 
by Abner Kroll, is slated for presen- 
tation in December by Jacob A. 
Weiser. 





xnav ‘The Hypocrites’- 
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with $17,000, 


Can't Rat’ Sal Getting Coin 
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_Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Every house, with the exception of 
the Studebaker has legits. And with 
the demand still climbing it appears 
the Studebaker will have a full legit 
season for the first time in years. 
The American Theatre Society may 
take the house for its subscription 
season since the other four houses 
are booked almost solidly. 

Fourth show for the loop is ‘Show 
Is On’ and opens tonight (Tuesday) 
at the Grand. Other three shows 
are doing excellent business, 
especially the latest one, ‘The 
Women,’ which is getting mobs of 
femmes. Matinees are wonders in 
this town, and it’s possible that the 
shows here may add another matinee 
and drop an evening show. The 
afternoon shows are in great de- 
mand and are practically sell-outs. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(7th week). Comedy is settling for a 
run from present indications. Again 
around $12,500. 

‘The Show Is On,’ Grand (1,300; 
$3.30) (ist week). Opens tonight 
(Tuesday), having been postponed 
from opening originally scheduled 
for yesterday. Advance good for 
town's only musical. 

‘The Women,’ Erlanger (1,300; 
$2.75) (3rd week). Getting big play 
despite early squawks in the dailies 
about the cast. Up to $17,000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (35th week). 
Wonder run of the loop, and holding 
to a pace consistently profitable. 
Close to $13,000. 

WPA 

‘Monesh,’ Great Northern. Yiddish 
folk show is getting sell-out nights 
due:to huge party demand. 
isi Princess. Doing fair 
1Z, 


OLDEST LEGIT IN U. S. 
GOES YIDDISH PIX 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

Walnut St. theatre, here, oldest 
playhouse in the country, has been 
opened for Yiddish films by Robert 
Hanover. Built in 1808, to house 
Pepin and Breschard circus, it has 
since then been used for upper-crust 
legit, opera, burley and pix. 

First legit show ever given in this 
eountry opened at Walnut, on New 
Year’s Day, 1812. It was Sheridan's 
‘The Rivals." House was then called 
Olympic. 

From then until late ’'20s, boards 
were tread by such as Edwin Booth, 
Sarah Bernhardt, Ellen Terry, Char- 
lotte Cushman, Lily Langtry, Julia 
Marlowe, DeWolfe. Hopper, Weber 
and Fields, Maude Adams_ and 
Chauncey Olcott. House was used 
by Yiddish legit company last year. 


Susan’ Got $13,400 
On Baltimore Break-In 


, Baltimore, Oct. 5. 

This town is going for legit in a 
very big way. Current season her- 
alded in advance by local press and 
Opening auspiciously with profitable 
grosses for repeats of ‘Dead End’ 
and ‘Brother Rat’ gathered momen- 
tum this week with a resounding 
$13,400 for ‘Susan and God,’ pre- 
roadway presentation at Ford’s. 
Opening with a promising advance 
under its belt and cashing in on a 
Pleasing brace of reviews from local 
crix, biz continued solid throughout 
week, winding up with a capacity 
matinee and night for. the closing 
Saturday. 
_ Wise Tomorrow,’ the Warners’ ini- 
tial legit venture entirely on their 
Own, getting its prior to New York 
workout here, is currently at Ford’s 
with some sale mounting up for the 
pening night. Maryland, town’s 
other legit house, has the Columbia 
rand Opera Company in _ reper- 
toire at pop prices with some in- 
«rest indicated. 

; Estimate for Last Week 

Susan and God,’ Ford’s (1,988: 
$2.20). Very nice going for this John 
Golden opus starring Gertrude Law- 
rence and headed for Broadway, 
With $13,400 in the till at the end of 
the week. 


Two Flops Out 


Two quick flops were =>ted last 
week among Broadway legit arrivals. 
On Location,’ presented at the Ritz, 
Was withdrawn after the eighth per- 
formance, Play drew caustic criti- 
Cal comments and first nighters fig- 
ured it had no chance. 

How Come Lawd,’ a colored cast 
rand Opened Thursday (30) at the 
th Sireet, but failed to go on after 

e following night's performance. 
Rated hopeless, 
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‘SERVICE’ LOOKS SET 
FOR HEALTHY LA. RUN 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 
George Abbott’s ‘Room Service’ 
debuted at the Biltimore (4), booked 
for four week’s stay to what should 
be healthy trade, based on advance 
and i n terest manifested. Noel 
Coward’s ‘Tonight at 8:30’ wound up 
two profitable weeks (2), final stanza 
running to near top money. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Tonight at 8:30, Biltmore (D-1,656: 
$2.75) (2nd-final wk). Trade jumped 
nicely on final week and finish 
brought cool $13,000 which plenty 
healthy, indicating this town will 
pay for legit if it’s up to their ex- 
pectations. 
WPA 


‘The World We Live In,’ Mayan. 
Czechoslovakian drama opened (30), 
John Baird directed. 

‘Captain Brassbound’s Coversion,’ 
Hollywood Playhouse. Now in sec- 
ond week with two more to go. 


REGINAS 286 
SOCKO FOR HUB 


Boston. Oct. 5. 
‘Victoria Regina’ crashed through 
again with a take that doubled com- 
peting shows here. Miss Hayes 
played a special good-will perform- 
ance to the New England press Fri- 
day (1), and the public sale of bal- 


cony seats swelled the take to $28,- 
000, exceeding the opening week’s 
gross. 

‘To Quito and Back,’ played four 
days without Leslie Banks, co- 
starred with Sylvia Sidney, when he 
went to the Massachusetts Memorial 
Hospital for kidney treatment. Wal- 
ter Greaza took over Banks’ role 
from Monday to Thursday, inclusive, 
then Banks stepped in Friday night 
(1). Jan Ulbrich played Greaza’s 
part during the star’s absence. Sec- 
ond stanza slightly better than the 
opener. 

‘Can’t Take It With You’ shows 
hardly any pace-slackening after 
four weeks at the Plymouth, and 
appears set for a good run. ‘Room 
Service’ opened an indef run in the 
newly renovated Copley Monday 
night (4), 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Shubert) ($3.30) 
(2nd week)—Crashed through again 
with a solid week of capacity-plus 
houses, topping the first week with a 
big tally of $28,000. Two more stan- 
zas. 

‘Can’t Take It With You’ (Plym- 
outh) ($2.50) (4th week). Whacking 
along at swell pace, finished fourth 
frame with dandy $15,000. 

‘To Quite and Back’ (Colonial) 
($2.75) (2nd week). Held medium 
pace, with aid of Guild subscription 
list during two-week tryout. Closed 
Saturday (2). 


Room’ Dips Neath 66 
On Frisco Getaway 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
‘Room Service,’ which closed at 
the Geary Saturday, Oct. 2, after a 
run of five weeks, has moved on to 
Los Angeles, leaving Frisco with one 
legit, the Federal Theatre Project's 
production of Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Be- 

yond the Horizon’ at the Alcazar. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Room Service’ (Geary) (5th week) 
(1,700; $2.50). Failure of the com- 
edy to do better in its final stanza 
attributed strikes, stock market dip 
and warm spell. At that the show 
closed to the tune of $5,500, which 


























isn’t at all bad, considering. 
WPA 

‘Beyond the Horizen’ (lst week) 
(1,269: 50c). Performances cut to five 
a week which brings the gross down 
a bit. The first week was marked 
by spotty business, the take reaching | 
a fair $2,000. | 


‘Tovarich’s’ $14,000 | 
Very Good for St. Loo 


St. Louis, Oct. 5. 

Aided by recently formed Play- 
goers of St. Louis, which now is | 
guaranteeing $3,000 a week in seat 
reservations, legit season got under 
way last week at American theatre 
with ‘Tovarich’ copping $14,000. Con- 
sidered fine biz because of unusual- 
ly warm weather and stiff opposish 
from the Horse Show, where the 
admission is scaled to $1.50. 

American will be dark next two 
weeks, but reopens Sunday (17) with 
‘Tobacco Road.’ 





NEWARK BIZ OKAY 


‘Behind Red Lights’ Grabs $11,000 
Opening Week at the Shubert 


Newark, Oct. 5. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ in for two 
weeks at the Shubert, is doing 
capacity, due to crix stressing the 
sensational angle. S R O sign out 
for several performances with sell- 
outs as early as noon, 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Behind Red Lights’ (2d week) 
Shubert (1960; 50-1.50)—Dramatic 
expose of vice packed house all 
week, with two-for-ones on three 
nights only, Splendid $11,000. 


RATS 314,500 
STRONG, PITT. 











Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 
‘Brother Rat’ proved smash of first 
order at Nixon last week, proving 
that road doesn’t need names if the 
goods are there, although George 
Abbott seems to be the only bird 
who knows the formula. Playing at 
$2 top, comedy click knocked off 
over $14,500, a sock any time and 
at any scale for this spot, and could 
have hung around another stanza 
without any trouble. 

‘Tobaceo Road’ 


had_ previously 


been booked in for this week, send-+ 


ing ‘Rat’ out, and chances are that 
‘Road’ could stand two weeks, too, 
but won’t get it because ATS season 
opens with ‘Madame Bovary’ next 
Monday (11). : 
‘Road’ making its third visit here 
and playing at $1.50 top, same as last 
year when it pulled surprise of sea- 
son by getting close to $18,000. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Brother Rat’ (Nixon; 2,100; $2.20) 
—Comedy a winner. Rave notices 
on all sides, with balcony and gal- 
lery just about going clean at every 


-and a brace for 





performance. Over $14,500, with in- 
expensive set-up, a wow. 


Inside Stuft—Lesit 


—"t 


‘Star-Wagon’ First Hit of New Season; 
Both English Comedies Just Fair 


‘The Star-Wagon,’ which opened | ‘A Hero Is Born’ at the Adelphi last 


at the Empire, N. Y., last mid-week, 
immediately jumped to the straight 
play leadership. Based on the pace 


of the first five performances, the 
show should top $18,000 this week, 
approximating capacity. : 

Two English comedies 


turned. in 


fair grosses, both ‘George and Mar- | 
‘French | 
Without Tears,’ at the Miller, getting | 
$9,000. Other newcomers appear to | 
be in doubt. ‘Blow Ye Winds’ topped | 


$6,000 at the 46th Street; ‘The Lady | 


garet,’ at the Morosco, and 


Has a Heart’ was estimated under 
that mark; the Abbey Players start- 
ed with the wrong play 
Roche’) at the Ambassador. Two 
of last week’s entrants were hastily 
withdrawn, ‘On Location’ stopping at 
the Ritz and ‘How Come, Lawd,’ dis- 
app2aring after two performances at 
the 49th Street. 

After the Legion convention lull 
Broadway grosses bounded upward 
with some of the strong holdovers 
bettering their previous week by 
more than $3,000. ‘The Women’ 
topped $17,000; ‘Room Service’ got 
more than $16,000, and ‘You 
Take It With You,’ which was the 
least affected, grossed $15,000—ca- 
pacity. Current week should be as 
good or better, what-with the 
World’s Series starting today (6). 

Season still is laggard. There are 
only two regular premieres this week 
next week when 
‘Wise Tomorrow’ debuts at the Bilt- 
more (‘Brother Rat’ moving to the 
Hudson), and ‘In Clover’ at the Van- 
derbilt, latter being set back from 
this week, leav:sg ‘Susan and God’ 
and ‘To Quito and Back’ as this 
week's entrants. A revised version 
of ‘Virginia’ started Monday (4), 
with the operetta rated about the 
same as the original. 

WPA offered a fairy tale called 


‘Virginia,’ the Rockefeller-backed operetta at the Center, Radio City, 
N. Y., is now being presented with its book revised and in part restaged. 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble kas supervised rehearsals for the last several 
weeks, work of revamping having started soon after the premiere Sept. 2. 

It was first reported that Gribble rewrote the script, but that work was 
done by Owen Davis, who collaborated with Laurence Stallings, after the 


latter turned in the original. 


Gribble’s name does not appear in the pres- 


ent billing, either as stager or co-author, and he stated he did not wish 
to be known in either capacity so far as ‘Virginia’ is concerned. Yet there 


is some talk of Gribble getting a slice 


of royalties. 


It is claimed that not more than six speeches remain of the original 


show but the story rémains essentially the same. 


Several reviewers, who 


looked the operetta over for a second time Monday (4), perceived no 
radical changes though the performance has been hypoed and the book 
lightened, with some changes in the musical numbers also. 

Program remains the same with Leon Leonidoff credited with the pro- 
duction staging and Edward Clark Lilley for the book direction. 





The Comedy theatre on 41st street near Sixth avenue, N. Y., will be 
renamed the Mercury, same title applying to a repertory group which will 


present plays there. 


man, formerly of the WPA Theatre project. 


Group is headed by Orson Welles and John House- 


They secured a leave of 


absence when there was a mixup over the presentation of a relicf show 
called ‘The Cradle Will Rock’ just prior to the deadline for cutting down 


on the project. 


They did not return to WPA. 


Piece went on independently at the theatre originally called Jolson’s 


and now the Yiddish Art theatre. 


There were no settings and the players 


went through the performance from seats on the first floor. 


Group’s schedule calls for 


‘Julius 


Caesar,’ ‘Shoemaker's Holiday,’ 


‘Dutcherr of Malfi’ and ‘Heartbreak House.’ 


Short Plays Theatre which will present plays running from 30 to 60 


minutes will be conducted along legit lines. 


Presentations will be under 


the regulations of the Dramatists Guild agreement and Equity require- 
ments, while the ticket scale will be similar to that of usual Broadway 


attractions. 


Clarence D. Jacobson who has been mulling the idea for several sea- 
sons, heads the managerial end, also being business agent for the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers union. John J. Dillon formerly general 


manager for the late A. L. Erlanger 


short plays project. 


, will have the same post with the 


Some time before Phillips and Barratt opened ‘The Lady Has a Heart,’ 


Longacre, N. Y¥., they wired Darryl Zanuck requesting that 20th-Fox hold 
back the release date of the film version so that the stage version could 


have a better chance to encompass a 


the starting date for shooting the picture has not been set. 


The answer was no, although 
Twentieth 


run, 


bought the screen rights when the play was presented in Vienna under 


the title of ‘Jean.’ 


Broadway press reception was doubiful. 


Picture’s start waits on the rcturn of William Powell who will enact the 
male lead. He recently sailed for Europe on a vacation. 


‘The Star Wagon’ was especially 


written by Maxwell Anderson for 


Burgess Meredith who with Lillian Gish is co-featured in the play which 
opened at the Empire, N. Y., last week. The young actor lives near the 


Anderson domicile and they are close friends. 


‘Wagon’ was originally 


planned as a light comedy but appears to have gotten out of hand some- 


| what during the authoring which explains the presence of several scenes 
| not related to the story. 


After the play opened several cuts were made and one appendage to 


the second act finale was tossed out 


entirely. 





After five months of hospitalization George Holland.is hobbling about 


on crutches. 


Former Broadway press agent who has been criiic and col- 


umnist for the Boston American, fractured a leg and the bone wou!d not 


knit. 
his stay in bed. 


Injured leg is supported by a brace. 


to gain strength. 


While in the hospital he contracted pneumonia which prolonged 


Holland at present is in the country 


(‘Kathie | 


Can't | 


| 


week anid slates a revival of ‘Proces- 
sional’ at the Elliott next week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (26th 

week) (M-1,385-$3.30). Picked up as 


expected and slated for another 
month; takings around $15,006 
| claimed to be okay 

| ‘Blow Ye Winds,’ 46th St. (3d 
week) (C - 1,375 -$3.30). Audiences 
like show but press hurt; first full 
week over $6,000, and may climb. 


‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (43d week) 
(C-991-$3.30). Improved considerably 
;}over convention week and = ap- 
| proached $8,000 mark; moves to Hud- 
son next week, ‘Wise Tomorrow’ next 
| attraction, 

‘French Without Tears,’ Miller (2d 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Smart opening: 
got $9,080 in seven performances; 
looks like lower floor draw with 
little in balcony. 

‘George and Margaret,’ Morosco 
(3d week) (C-961-$3.30). First full 
week promising; takings of $9,000 in- 





dicate English comedy has good 
chance despite mixed press. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(33d week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Went up 
, materially along with field, with ex- 
| cellent wee't:-cnd attendance; around 
$8,000; indefinite. 

‘How Come Lawd,’ 49th St. Col- 


ored cast drama dropped out after 
two performances: panned; some talk 
of resuming, 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Longacre (2nd 
week) (CD-1,019-$3.30). Some extra 
space ads for foreign comedy which 
drew mixed notices: matinee trade 
claimed strong; $5,500 indicated. 

‘On Location,’ Ritz. Yanked Satur- 
day; one week after press toasting. 

‘Reom Service,’ Cort (2lst week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Came right back as 
expected, with gross over $16,000; 
cinch to go past first of year 

‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (list 
week) (CD-1,036-$3.30). Presented by 
John Golden; written by Rachel 
Crothers; well regarded out of town; 
opens Thursday (7). 

‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (2d 
week) (CD-1,096-$3.30). Opened last 
mid-week; press divided, but cork- 
ing business with capacity draw; 
should top $18,000 this week. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (4lst 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30)..Jumped more 
than $3,000 and topped $17,000; mat- 
inee attendance went to standee pro- 
portions. 





‘To Quito and Back,’ Guild (lst 
week) (D-914-$3.30). Presented by 
Theatre Guild; written by Ben 


Hecht; tried out in Boston; opens to- 
night (6). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (200th 
week) (C-1,107-$1.65). Low top run 
leader still going along to profit; last 
week estimated around $6,000. 

‘Virginia,’ Center (6th week) (M- 
3,438-$3.30). New version now in; 
business improved $3,500 last week, 
and takings are estimated topping 
$20,000. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (34th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Jumped last week, with the gross 
quoted close to $10,000; leoks set 
well into fall period. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,” 
Booth (43d week) (C-708-$3.30). 
Bounded back to full capacity, plus 
standees, with the gross around 
$15,000; should go through second 


season. 
Revivals 

‘King Richard II,’ St. James; final 
two weeks of repeat date. 

‘Abbey Players, Ambassador; Irish 
troupe got weak start with ‘Katie 
Roche.’ 

‘The Fireman’s Flame,’ American 
Music Hall; old timey meller opens 
Saturday (9). 


WPA 
‘A Hero Was Born,’ Adelphi; fairy 
tale. 
‘Swing Ht,’ Lafayette, Harlem; col- 
ored revue, 





‘LETTY’ AT $13,000 


A SMASH IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 
Town’s only legit is ‘Leaning on 
Letty,’ now in its third week at the 
Chesinut, and doing nicely. 





| Next week the Erlanger re‘oins 
the procession with a weck’s en«acve- 
|ment of ‘The Passing ef the Third 
| Floor,’ with Walter Hampden, but it 
{is on the 18th that tne real activ.ty 
siarts. Two musicals, one a tryout 
ond the other a revival, and Helen 
| Hayes’ long-awaited ‘Victoria Re- 
gina’ are the trio. Tryout is ‘Be- 
tween the Devil,’ with Jack Bu- 
chanan and Evelyn Laye, and other 
tuner is ‘May Wine, revived with 
Ilse Marvenga and Michael Barilett 
in leads. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Chestnut) (2d 
week) (1,646; $2.50). Holding up 
okay, especially with matinee and 
balcony trade. Grossed over $13,000 
and stays two more weeks. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (Erlanger) (final 
week) (1,850; $1.50). Ended prof- 
itable stay Saturday, although micht 
have stayed 3rd week. Low scale 
kept actual figure down to $8,500. 
House dark this week. 
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Plays on Broadway 


THE STAR WAGON 


Comeiy drama in three acts presented at 


Empire, N. Y., Sept. 29, °37, by Guthrie 
MeClintic; written by Maxwell Anderson: 
stared be presenter; Burges Meredith and 
lillian Gish featured; $3.30 top; $5.00 
premiere. 

Hans Wicks. ....ccccccsecs Russell Collins 
Maritia Minch.....ccceceeeeee> Lillian Gish 
Stenhen Minch........... Burgss: Meredith 
POU. Fi cciccttoveteoectetecss Whitner Bissell 
RIGO. ccdccesccccdoccacdasé Alan Anderson 
ROTOTR .c caceaseercoseceen eases Muriel Starr 
ADTCE. cccceesbece ....-Howard Freeman 
2) eer yee Pe eee ..Kent Smith 
First PRM sccseceSsvesescs .Barry Kelley 
Second Thu ..Charles For>-* r 
M ie Ee oe Pee ee John Philliber 
Fallie Arli n - Jane Buchinsan 
M Co a ree 1. Arthur Yorn 
M Putl Nabeoweaaees Mildred Natwick 
Pavl Reiger.............--Edmond O'Brien 
CPOE MORE bc did eeeceecebe Evelvn <Abott 
Della -.+e.. Mdith Smith 
Us horpe ..William Garner 


Manager-author combination of 
Guthrie McClintic and Maxwell 
Anderson is clicking again, this time 
with an interesting, though over- 
long play which should rezister 
fairly well and certainly supply rich 
material for commentators on the 
drama. 

Last season 
Tor,’ a fantasy. ‘The Star 
too, back the years 
fantasy of a deeper tone. Anderson 
appears to be on a philosophical 
bender, as indicated by the welter 
of observation before his play gets 
to its point. There are, however, 
diverting interludes in the eight- 
scened play, with settings adroitly 
designed and operated. 

Idea of middle age reverting to 
youth is not new, and the device 
used here seems not the best fea- 
ture of the author’s imagination, In- 
ventor in the play builds a gadget 
which resembles a safe. Within are 
dials, tubes and coils, the machine 
supposedly being empowered to take 
persons back to any given date and 
leave them as they were then. 
Theory is that any wave or impulse 
in the air can be recaptured, since 
it never dissolves. The prop used is 
a strange object in the general at- 
mosphere of the presentation, as 
though Anderson was stuck with his 
story and found no other solution. 

Steve Winch, the genius, and his 
pal, Hamus, are at breakfast. He 
has been wed to Martha for 35 years, 
and this morning she rebukes him 


Wagon,’ 


turns and is 


they fashioned ‘High | 


for plodding along at the same $27.50 
oer week pay. 
shared in the many inventions he 
contrived, including a piano and 
motor car; he should have married 
Hallie, anyhow, she being the 
daughter of a rich man who became 
a millionaire after buying Steve's 
gasoline buggy. 

Pals are late reaching the labora- 
tory, where they have labored these 
many years. They are fired by the 
boss, who was their boyhood chum, 
mostly because Steve had invented 


|{Two cars have been run for 120,000 
miles in a test and the tires still 





okay. What was wanted was a little 
better tire than formerly, but not 
that good. Scene is one of the 


| humorous bits of the performance. 


| What with Martha telling ’em off, 
ond being sacked, the pals operate 
|the machine, setting it for early July, 
|1902. Following scene finds them 
|back in their bicycle shop of that 
time. There is the early motor car 
with a whip and socket in front, in 
|case it flops, and they have to hitch 
luv a horse. Here comes Martha in 
|bloomers to get a tire pumped up, 
| ‘hen Hallie enters with her rich pop. 

That evening the lads and the 
girls of the choir gather in 
church loft for practice. Martha, at 


the organ, and Steve are left alone, | 


and he sings his solo composition, 
‘The Palms,’ surprisingly well war- 
bled for an actor like Burgess. Mere- 
dith. Next day is the church picnic. 
|That is the end of the second act, 
|but it takes that long for the play 
to reach its crux. 
marry Martha, but becomes engaged 
to Hallie instead; even though he 
tells Hanus he doesn’t want it that 
way. 

Last act shows Steve and Hallie 
as an unhappy coupl:, he tied down 
to office work, scheming how to 
get other people’s money. Martha 
is well off with the man who was 
Steve’s boss at the beginning. Hanus 
has walked out on a crabby widow 
who taught the choir. Pals are dis- 
eusted and resort to the star-wagon. 
Dials are set for the present, and 
they go back to the modest dining 
room that opens the play. 


There the story concludes, but not 
without the disclosure that all the 
characters had reverted to the scenes 
of the generation previous. Martha 
said she had been asleep in the chair 
waiting for them, but she knows 
what would have happened had she 














Steve should: have} 


la rubber tire that won’t wear out. | 


the | 


Steve is about to | 
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married the other man and had 
Steve wed the other girl. Boss, too, 
is in the know, for he comes to re- 
'enzage Steve, this time as consult- 
|ing engineer on his own time and at 
|a decent compensation. 

| Author’s evident intent is to show 
'that whatever happens is for the 
| best, tending to prove this by show- 
|ing what might have happened. Be- 
| fore permitting the curtain to fall 
jon his now contented trio, however, 
he reaches out into the mystical. 
Wife is now contenied with her lot, 
| but the delver-husband still reaches 
| out. He comments: that we came 
|from the darkness, and return to 
|darkness, yet some day we may 
| reach out there and learn what was 
| before and what is to come. So, ac- 
cepting the contraption that is the 
star-wagon, the drama leaves plenty 
for audiences to ponder over. 

| In direction and production Mc- 
Clintic has not achieved a betier 
| presentation for a play of this type 
could have become a shambles. Cast- 
ing, too, is crafty, while the acting 
| is something to admire. Meredith is 
ion stage virtually throughout, 
|switching from a middle-aged cod- 
|ger to'a young man and back again, 
an assignment that advances him 
|further in the high rating -his young 
| career has already reached. Lillian 
| Gish as an aging wife switches dex- 
|terously to a young woman with 
equal skill. Russell Collins as Steve's 
'pal and a fellow given to speaking 
|asides seems to fit into the trium- 
verate with ease. Then there is 
|Mildred Natwick as a testy widow, 





Kent Smith as the boss, Jane Bu- 
;chanan as the sweet Hallie, among 
the others who stand out. 

‘The Star-Wagon’ is the first 


| thoughtful play of the new season, 
| and, when most of the other early 

arrivals have evavorated, it should 
| still lure drama lovers. Ibee, 


Gilbert 


| French Without Tears 


Miller production (in association 


with Howard Wyndham and _ Bronson 
Albery) of three-act comedy (in five scenes: 
single set) by “Terence Rattigan; directed 
by Harold French; setting, Raymond 


Sovey, from original sketch by G Ix 
Benda; opening Sept. 28, 


"37, at Henry 
Miller, N. Y.; $3.50 top. 





‘French W:thout Tears,’ another 
transplanted-from-London play, is 
captioned ‘a light comedy. in - three 
acts.’ It’s light, all right. Too much so, 
| in fact, to stay anchored for long on 





class trade for which it is 
primed, it wil. pass on quickly. 

Paramount is said to have paid 
$50,000 for the film rights, with Dié- 
trich in mind, Unless the Penelope 
Dudley Ward assignment in the play, 
and the entire dramatic structure, 
in toto, is considerably embellished 
for cinematic purposes, one wonders 
what Par has to make a film out of. 

Locale is on the French Riviera 
and title is borrowed from a French 
primer. Seacoast villa is M. Main- 
got’s pension and school for young 
Englishmen who are cramming for 
the diplomatic service and, as part 
of the curriculum, must master a 
sufficient amount of French in order 
to pass preliminary exams. 

Amidst the pensioners in the Main- 
“ot (capitally trouped by Marcel 
Vallee) household is Miss Ward, a 
frankly flirtatious female, who makes 
the rounds of the masculine mem- 
bers, and thus catapults them into a 
verpetual state of emotional unrest. 
That’s all there is to it, especially 
since Frank Lawton, playing his 
standard gentlemanly role, is also in 
the cast. Anybody who's ever seen 
Lawton in a play must know that 
it's inevitable that Miss Ward’s ro- 
mantic peccadillos will ultimately 
settle on him; also that he will be 
responsive, despite his seeming gen- 
eral callousness during most of the 
first two acts. 

Gvuy_ Middleton, Hubert Gregg, 
Cyril Raymond (héavily playing the 
naval commander), and Jacqueline 
Porel, sre most prominent throuch- 
out. Edward Ryan, Jr., personating 
on reed eT a Lord Heybrook, comes 
in Just before the curtain to suvply 
the blackout finish, when Miss Waa. 
having set her best swimming suit 
tet-un for a rcew conquest. is re- 
| buffed to find the new pupil a strip- 
lir~ in his early teens. 





Single set is good and effectively | 


hac!-*rounds 
| locale. 


the Fronch sxes4st 


Abel. 


| KATIE ROCHE 


; omedy in three acts by Teresa Deevey 
| Siven American premiere as ini-ialer of 








\bbey Theatre Players’ repertory season 
‘t_ the Ambassador Theatre. N. Y¥., Oct. 2 
47. Presented by Abbey Theatre, Dublin 
in association with Messrs, Shubert. Stared 
by Arthur Shields. $3.30 top. 
Stanislaus Gregg......... F. J. McCormick 
ch decMl conn EET ERE TT TT ee IKuileen Crowe 
FROWUDEN......cceccccccce Michael J. Dolan 
Michael McGuire. ...cccccsed Arthur Shields 
Amelia Gregg ee . Ria Mooney 
4-3... EPR Hs ..Denis O'Dea 
Murgaret -Drybone........ Maureen D>lanyv 
A Be, Sree Austin Meldon 
‘Katie Roche’ may not have been 
an auspicious start for the Abbey 





| Players from either entertainment ! 


value or cold blooded b.o. appeal. 
Yet it was well received by the firs 
nighters, mostly dyed-in-the-woo 
fans of Celtic drama who seemed. to 
get more than others out of the pro- 
ceedings. They were a clannish lot 
who probably felt that the several 
fine performances were sufficient in 
a compensatory way to offset story 
thinness and plot familiarity. 

Then too, others may have been 
that human interest angle anent the 
play being the work of Teresa 
Deevey, mute from birth who sub- 
‘mitted ‘Katie’ and won the prize in 
a play contest held at the home thea- 
tre in Dublin. 

Miss Deevey, with that accredited 
handicap, should. be happy in that 
she displays a flair for playwriting 
far from fully developed - but of 
sufficient promise to have her try 
again. 

Plot 
with occasional 


story is folksy drama 
tinges of ‘lighter 
relief. .It’s the yarn of a high- 
spirited, over-ambitious Irish lass, 
Katié Roche, to win what she feéls 
her. proper. place in the sun and 
what goes with it. 

Her romantic plans get early upset 
when the gossoon Katie loves brings 
down the wrath of his parents upon 
both because of Katie’s doubtful 
parentage. Seems she was born out 
of wedlock and Michael’s kin will 
have no part-of.such an alliance. 


Katie rebels but finally contracts 
a marriage of .convenience with 
Stanislaus Gregg, somewhat her 
elder Wedlock does not cramp 
Katie’s capriciousness nor flirtatious- 
ness. Before the marriage is shattered 
upon the proverbial rocks there is a 
partial solution, 

Eileen Crowe gives a fine perform- 
ance in the title role, making her a 
combo of vixen and lovable at the 
same time. F. J. McCormick is 
smooth and repressed as the elder 
husband while Arthur Shields does 
okav as Michael, the sweetheart be- 
yond reach of Katie. Other good 
performances are turned in by 
Michael J. Dolan, Ria Mooney, Denis 
O’Dea. Maureen Delany and Austin 


and 





| 





Broadway. Not even the fine Gilbert | 1°": 
Mil_er investiture and an expert cast | ¢r!t: 
can bolster it to any great degree, | 
because, once having exhausted the | 
best | 


Meldon. 

‘Katie’ remains the bill until 
Thursday (7), when the players will 
revert to an old_ standby, Sean 
O’Casey’s ‘The Plough and the Stars. 





WPA 


MOOR “RONG bcs ascecesss Philin Friend 
ip Be Ree ee Guy Middleton 
Hon. Alan Howard.......... Frank Lawton 
i ee ee oe Simone Petitjean | 
Monsicur Maingot........... Marcel Vallee | 
Lieut.-Commander Rogers..Cyril Raymond | 
PINES EMR. 65.0 sis 00 Penelope Dudley Ward | 
OP Be Seer eee Hubert Gregg | 
Jacqueline Maingot........ Jacqueline Poret.| 
Lord Heybrook.......... Edward Ryan, Jr. 


A HERO IS BORN 


| 

| Musical extravaganza in two acts (nine 
PB. oe, presented by the Federal Theatre 
| Projéct of the WPA, at the Adelphi, ae eo 
1.10 top. Adapted by Theresa 
story by Andrew 
Lang: Lehman Engel; lyrics, 
Agcnes Morgan; staged by Agnes Morgan; 
es, Sylvian Manning; musical direction, 
Saron;.sets, Tom Adrian Cra- 
Alexander Jones; techni- 


@Oct. 1, °37; 
from 


score, 


Helburn original 
A 


| Alexander 
costumes, 


cal direction, Adams T. Rice; supervision, 
| Edward Goodman, 
Cast: Margaret Wycberly Frederic To- 


zerea, Drue’ Leyton, Ben Starkie, Edward 
Forbes, John McNulty, Alfred.Allegro, Isa- 
hel Marlyn, Camelia Campbell, Jennie 
Wren, Louise, Swanson, Jane Jonson, Eliza- 
beth Bilencova, FEleanora’ Barrie, Mary 
Roth, Beatrice Olson. Elinor Flynn, Ione 
Bright, Lillian Steele, HMieanor Benedikt, 
Minnie Stanley, William Vaughan, Mar- 
jorie Brown, Heien Morrow, John Farman, 


Clay Cody, Doan Borup, Hiarry Redding, 
Janet Rathbun, George ‘LeSoir, § Robert 
Bruce, Harry Sothern, Walter Burke, 


Charles Henderson. 





This production, the first with a 
$1.10 top, is one of the most ambi- 


tious yet attempted by the Federal 
theatre. Is so elaborate, in fact, it 
almost buries the stages and does 
bog down the action in a muddle of 
scenery and profs. Music and dances 
also hamper the pace of the produc- 
tion. 

Nature of the original story and its 
adaptation limit it as a prospect for 
Broadway or films, but as a WPA 
presentation ‘A Hero Is Born’ should 
attract sizable audiences. Fable of 
the prince who didn’t. believe in 
fairies, but gained faith and success 
through the love of a beautiful lady 
has a certain ingenious appeal, Com- 
plicated, showy production should 
captivate the bulk of federal audi- 


—_———_— 


nces who infrequently attend 


roadway shows. — 

Judged by stringent professiona} 
standards, however, ‘ Hero Is 
Born’ is unsatisfying. Script lacks 
the deft. touch needed for a fantasy 
of the sort, and the dialog misses 
iridescent humor. Score is generaily 
undistinguished and occasionally 
touches the reminiscent, while the 
singing and dancing are woefully 
inadequate. 

Most of the acting fails to enliven 
the material, but Ben Starkie has a 
satisfactory swagger as the prince, 
Drue Leyton is a prettily fragile 
heroine, Frederic Tozere is an amus- 
ing king until he tries to italicize the 
comedy of the part, while Margaret 
Wycherly is constricted’ by the role 
of the queen. Several small parts 
have momentary luater. All the 
acting is frequently inaudible. 

By and large, ‘A, Hero Is Born’ is 
one.of the novelties that seem par- 
ticularly suited to. Federal. theatre 
production. But in this case the 
effort lacks inspiration and skill. 

Hobe. 


CAESAR’S RADIO SKETCHES 

Under the title ‘In Your Ear’ a 
collection of 20 radio sketches 
written by Arthur Caesar will 
shortly be published. Included will 
be ‘Napoleon’s Barber,’ which he 
wrote prior tothe time he went to 
Hollywood. 

Next artist to use ‘Barber’ in a 
broadcast will probably be Edward 
G. Robinson. 


4 Film Cases 


(Continued from page 2) 











production of books and records in 
connection with related charge that 
the distribution firms are guilty of 
restraining trade. More important 
action, not currently before the Su- 
preme Court, is based on contention 
that the distributors forced the ex- 
hibition company to pay excessive 
rentals and accept poor films, thus 
causing bankruptcy. 


The licensing case is brought by 
General Talking Pictures  Corp., 
which is attacking a decision of the 
2nd (N, Y.) Circuit bench charging 
infringement on amplifiers. Radio 
Corp. of America, Western Electric, 
Electrical -Research Products, Inc., 
and American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. are seeking to block Gen- 
eral from using tubes bought from 
American Transformer Co., a li- 
censee of the pool. 

Remaining film business before the 
court is the petition of Col. William 
H. Neblett to reopen the Fox West 
Coast proceedings on ground of con- 
spiracy and illegal practices. For- 
mer law partner of Senator William 
Gibbs McAdoo previously was re- 
buffed by the Supreme Court but 
now is. charging Chief Justice 
Hughes -with intproper conduct in 
participating. in discussions which 
led to denial of his appeal. 














Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 
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Football 
By Dick Fishell 
After a look at last Saturday’s 


scores, particularly ‘the Minnesota 
and Colgate orgies, we know that the 
season has definitely gotten under 
way. Unless we miss our guess, 
Minnesota is over-confident and cer- 
tainly Colgate can’t be that bad! 

Whatever became of the football 
experts? 

Brown at Harvard 

This Brown squad is the best 

they've had at Providence since the 


days of the iron men. It’s practically 


a sophomore squad which means 
they’re not quite ripe. The sons of 
old Harvard in contrast, are a sea- 
soned, well-coached eleven, and Dick 


Harlow must produce this fall or | 


else. 
Harvard or else. 
Washington State at California 
State has been unimpressive par- 
ticularly on offense, showing little 


punch. The Bears of California with | 


two decisive victories under their 
belt look like the tops on the Pacific 
Coast. 
culty in 
State. 
Carnegie Tech at Purdue 

Tech was a good first half club 
against NYU but an aerial rampage 
had them bewildered in the second 
half. The Boilermakers from Purdue 
have a strong ground attack and can 
toss ‘em hither and thither which 
will be enough to down the Skibos, 


grabbing points against 


It'll be a 20-point margin for | 


They should have little diffi- | 


much. Maybe it’s a little warm for 
the pigskin game in their section of 
the country. The Tempie Owis have 
been coming slowly and though fail- 
ing to score against ole Miss, were 
far and away the superior team. 
They'll take advantage of the op- 
portunities they missed against 
Mississippi to down Florida in no 
| uncertain fashion. 

Georgetown at Holy Cross 





D. 

| They have many veterans back and 
Jack Haggerty tutors well. That Holy 
| Cross crew, better known as the 
| Purple Crusaders, so far have been 
the desert, as far as 
|touchdowns are concerned. One of 
| these Saturdays their line will start 
| blocking and Osmansky, one of the 
| East’s best backs, will run wild. He’s 
| due this Saturday. 


Georgia Tech at Kentucky 
Sims and Koneman are the boys 
that make the residents of Atlanta 
very jubilant. Kentucky is having 
an off-season and this will be no 
exception as the ramblin’ wreck of 
Tech goes to town. 


| starving on 


Notre Dame at Hlinois 
The fighting Irish have not shown 
anything to rave about, while Illi- 
nois has looked bad. There is no 


question that the South Bend man- | 


power is superior to that of Bob 
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Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 


(Cct. 9, 1937) 


(Predictions Based on Fair Weather) 
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The Hilltoppers from Washington, | 
C., always play rugged football. | 


Rodzinski’s Home Stand 


Cleveland, Oct. 5. 

Artur Rodzinski, after a summer 
batoning at Salzburg, Vienna and 
in Poland, is back again rehearsing 
the Cleveland Symphony orchestra 
for the opening of its 20th season 
Oct. 14 at Severance Hal?. 

Conductor spent several days in 
New York conferring with NBC of- 
ficials on plans for local broadcast- 
ing as well as the symphony he and 
Arturo Toscanini will direct this 
winter over the air. 


Reno Dead | 


(Continued from page 1) 











| ply listless residential streets once 
| the hangout of local Lu-Lu Belles. 
Station-wagons have taken the town 
by storm. 

| Cocktail crowd makes the River- 
| side and the Town House its rendez- 
| vous. Sipping begins at 6. Dinner 
|crowd gives its play to Tavern and 
|Columbo. Dancing feet take over 
ithe Tavern, Colombo and Town 
| House. Stayer-uppers use the Dog- 
| House—auite the most unique joint 
|in the west. Luncheon gang take 
|Club Fortune and the Riverside by 
storm. 

Gamblin« 

Gaming, which is legal in Nevada, 
and from which the state once de- 
rived sizable income. has shrunk to 
| almost nothing. Club Fortune’s 
| binto game keeps place alive. Bank 
|Club still gets a big Saturday night 
|play, mostly from_ picturesquely- 
; Clad miners, sheep-ranchers, railroad 
| seetion-hands and tourists. 

The Inferno and The Ship bars do 
trade from weekend tour- 
| ists; and so does the Silver Dollar. 
|The Roundup gets the dude-wran- 
“lers; and Toscano’s also. Reno’s 
far-famed Capitol has lost prestige, 
“nd so has the Alpine, since Jack 
Momnsey and his followers left town. 
Even Joeck’s Rex lags. The Waldorf 
ond El Cortez serve a dozen whiskies 
every p.m. to the local merchants. 
| Alamo, Meadowbrook, Nevada Stock 
| Farms and Cedars have a Saturday 
jnight play from State University 
| kids. But 19 other joints are starv- 
jing, and will take on any kind-of 
business. Even the Bull Pen isn’t 
‘amusing’ any more. 

Dude ranches, hotels, boarding 
houses and camps note swift drop in 
once lucrative divorce trade. River- 
side hotel still gets large overnight 
tourist trade, and the best of the 
divorce circuit. El Cortez ranks 
next. Parkway gathers up third. 

Many ranches closing for winter; 
others barely making ends meet with 
a guest or two. Lack of organized 
publicity prevents guest ranches 
from working together. Even polo’s 
been given up, as no esprit de corps 
seems left. 

Reno, overbuilt by bungalow 
camps, many exceedingly nice, does 
land-office overnight tourist trade at 


'a so-so 








who are not yet accustomed to their 
new system of play. 
Columbia at Army 

Lou Little has 11 real ball players. 
Beyond that is a big Question Mark. 
Luckman and his two ends, Radvillas 
and Siegel, compose one of the best 
overhead threats in the nation. The 
Cadets as usual, have plenty of 
ammunition, but their big gem of a 
year ago, Monk Meyer, is gone. 
Army, because of their reserve 
strength, are the favorites, but stick 
with Lou Little who can really bring 
a club up to a peak. 


Cornell at Princeton 


The team from the banks of Lake 
Cayuga surprised not only them- 
selves and their coach, Carl Snavely. 
but most everybody in the football 
business. A strong forward wall, 
with talented backs, overshadow 
Princeton’s green line, with only 
Charlie Toll, Jack White and Bill 
Lynch remaining from the '36 Tiger 
squad. This will be closer than it 
appears, because of past perform- 
ances, but the Cornellians will win. 


Tennessee at Duke 


The battle of the South with 
strength in both lineups and two top- 


notch mentors! The Dukes have the | 


better array of ball toters, but are 
weak at the flanks. Tennessee is a 
potent, well-rounded squad that will 
edge out Duke in a ding-dong battle. 
Pittsburgh at Duquesne 

Remember this a year ago, when 
the great Pitt was bowled over un- 
expectedly by their fellow towns- 
men? This shindig will be another 
ferocious battle, as both squads are 


well loaded. Whoever gets the short | 


end will probably take its only loss 
of the year. Nominate the Pittsburgh 
Panther, 

Florida at Temple 


The ’gators haven't shown 


too 


Zupke’s, and on that basis alone, it 
is a Notre Dame victory march. 


Indiana at Minnesota 
It is only a fair Indiana squad that 
meets an enraged Gopher at Min- 
neapolis. The Minnesota defeat by 
Nebraska should prove a tonic for 
Bierman’s moleskinners, They'll take 
it out on poor Indiana. 


Nebraska at Iowa State 
How you gonna keep those Corn- 
huskers down on the farm after 
they've seen Minnesota and ‘taken 
| them? If. there’s no letdown, they'll 


breeze through State to win handily. 


Michigan State at Manhattan 

From the way State defeated 
Michigan via the air and Texas 
A&M turned back Manhattan using 
the same methods, the invaders will 
give the Meehan forces their second 
successive licking, though Manhattan 
will be tough in losing. 

Michigan at Northwestern 

Hunk Anderson is doing a swell 
job assisting Harry Kipke at Michi- 
gan. The Northwestern Wildcats 
are moving nicely and this is their 
| first Big Ten encounter. It won’t be 
|too easy, but Lyn Waldorf’s crowd 
will wind up on the long end. 

North Carolina at N. Y¥. U. 

The Violets showed § surprising 
comeback strength in defeating Car- 
negie Tech. The win was a costly 
one and they lost their best ball- 
toter, George Savarese, for the sea- 
son. Carolina swamped Carolina 
State and with the best backfield in 
the South parading at Ohio Field, 
they'll renew the Civil War, but this 
time the verdict will be reversed, 
with the Southerners drinking mint 
juleps to celebrate. 

Penn at Yale 

| Penn had lots of trouble getting 
rid of Marvland and lucky to win 
by one touchdown. The Bulldogs 
coasted through Maine, and Penn's 











$2 per. Silver State Lodge, collec- 
tion of commodious log cabins, turns 
them away nightly at $3.50 per. On 
main San Francisco-Salt Lake road, 
it adjoins the Tavern, which gets 
the best of the dining-supper trade. 
Provides accommodations for trail- 
ers, as does Chisms, just across the 
track from it. 

Nevada, Unlimited, new state cor- 
poration for advertising beauties and 
values of Nevada, was recently 
formed. Will not dwell too seriously 
upon divorce element, though will 
mention it as part and parcel of its 
advertising scheme. Once the Con- 
fession and Detective story writers 
cease playing up the lurid side of 
town, it is believed Reno will come 
back. But right now it’s apathetical- 
ly in low gear. 





inexperienced backs will have diffi- 
cultv covering Clint Fe-enk’s nasses. 
|which should give the New Haven 
boys a good win. 
UCLA at Stantord 
Cooked up as one of the best in 
the Far W< the S.-~-‘ rd Indians 
‘have only been that on paper. 
They've been ragged, lacked the 
punch, and in all, played sloppy 
football. The boys from the initials 
school have found the touchdown 
formula and will use it effectively 
to romp over the Indians. 
Ohio State at So. California 

The Ohio Buckeyes have had two 
tough games under their belt and 
were successful in both. They’re 
reputed to be a good forward and 
| lateral passing squad but have also 
|proven in their two victories that 
their ground cn hes got some- 
ithins, USC, in Iscin= to Washingion, 
was still a good team but don’t be- 
|lieve they’re quite ready to cope 
with the type of ball that Francis 
Schmidt teaches his Chio State team. 
State will keep its record clean. 








Protest Furore Vs. 





Ferde Grofe’s Concerto 
For Own Carnegie Date 


Ferde Grofe is at his Teaneck, N 
J., home preparing for his 
concert at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., set 
for next March. It was originally 
set for October of this year but 
was postponed because maestro was 
unready then. 

In addition to a new piece. ‘Trail 
Pictures,’ by Charles Wakefield Cad- 
man, he will present a new piano 
concerto of his own and the first 
symphonic suite of a colored com- 
poser, John Work, at the Carnegie 
show. A new jazz arrangement for 
the ‘cello and a symphony by J. 
|Fred Coots, called ‘Manhattan 
| Moods,” will also be presented. 


Nazi Govt. Rule 
Delays Yehudi s 


Concerto Preem 


St. Louis, Oct. 5. 
Edict of German government that 
Robert Schumann's 80-year-old ‘Lost 
Concerto’ be played for the first 
time anywhere at a Berlin concert 


second 


Nov. 13 has resulted in shifting of 
dates here. Yehudi Menuhin, 20- 
year-old violin’ virtuoso, w a s 


skedded to world preem the com- 
position Nov. 12-13, when he ap- 
pears as guest soloist with the St, 
Louis Symphony Orchestra. 

Rearranged plans call for Menu- 
hin’s appearance Sunday afternoon, 
Nov. 14, and Monday evening, Nov. 
15, and the cancellation of the ap- 
pearance of Serge Rachmaninoff, 
pianist, skedded for appearance Sun- 
day, Nov. 14, under sponsorship of 
Alma Cueny, to avoid conflicting 
appearances of the two artists. 
Groups from Chicago, Kansas City, 
Memphis, Louisville and other mid- 
western cities have reserved seats 
for Menuhin’s appearance, according 
to Arthur Gaines, manager of the | 
St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, 

Originally William Strecker, Ger- 
man music publisher, who located 
the lost concerto and arranged for 
its playing throughout the world, 
gave his consent for Menuhin to be 
the first to play the work. Arrange- 
ments were made by Gaines for the 
playing to be here. 

Several weeks ago Strecker sent 
word to Menuhin that ‘the German 
government decided world premiere 
of Schumann concerto can only take 
place at official anniversary Reich- 
kulturkammer, Berlin, Nov. 13. All 








Toscanini s 





Saturday Night Symph Dates 
Inspired by CBS, Is NBC View 


NBC believes that concert man- 
allied with CBS 
have had much to do with stirring 


agement interests 
up the flurry of protest which is rag- 
ing currently against the evening of 
the week that NBC has picked for 
Most 
of the squawking is predicated on 
that the Saturday night 
sked the b.o. for 
other symph groups. Chicago Sym- 
phony Orchestra started the attack, 
with the Cincinnati and St. Louis 
symph organizations making it a 
chorus by the following week. 

NBC declares that the protests 
take on a curious hue when it is ob- 
served that the initiative came from 


the Arturo Toscanini series. 
the claim 


will chloroform 





ithe Chicago Symphony. This or- 
|chestra, NBC points out, has been 
| broadcasting Saturday nights over 


Mutual for the last three years and 
is slated to resume a similar sched- 
ule on the same network Oct. 16. 

Only reason Toscanini will go Sat- 
urday nights, says NBC, is that pre- 
vious commercial commitments bar 
jany other evening. NBC also would 
|have preferred not using the same 
|day, Saturday, for the clearance of 
both the Metropolitan Opera and the 
Toscanini series. Met broadcasts re- 
turn Nov. 13, under the RCA ban- 
ner. Mentioned by NBC as having 
likely had some part in inspiring the 
| barrage of letters is Arthur Judson, 
|head of the Columbia Concerts 
Corp., half of whose stock is con- 
trolled by CBS. 

Although Toscanini won't start to 
broadcast for RCA-NBC until Dec. 
25, the symphony orchestra put to- 
gether for him will be heard before 
that date. NBC contemplates intro- 
ducing it Nov. 6, over a joint red 
and blue hookup (10-11:30 p.m, 
EST), with Artur Rodzinski con- 
ducting. New orch, first full-size 
symph organized specially for radio, 
has been recruited from among 
leading instrumentalists of other 
orchestras throughout the country. 
Series was formerly skedded for 9 
p.m. Saturdays, but was moved back 
an hour. 


NBC Nixes CBS Spieler 
For Philly Orch Series 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

Norris West, who has announced 
practically every Philly Symph 
broadcast during the last seven 
years, has been ruled out by the 
National Broadcasting Co. for com- 
ing season. West was informed 
NBC could not use his services be- 
cause of his affiliation with Co- 
lumbia. He is a staff gabber at 
WCAU, CBS affiliate. 

Wessel agency, Chicago, which is 
handling the new series of Philly 











companiment must be postponed to 
Nov. 14.’ Message was relayed to 
Gaines and shifting of dates, etc., 
was perfected last week. Concerto 
was composed by Schumann during 
the period of his growing insanity 
and was sent by the composer to a 
violinist friend, who never played 
it publicly and ruled in his will that 
it could not be played for 100 years 
after his death. Although the 100 
years is not auite up, the German 
government recently issued a per- 
|mit for the will to be broken. 


Victor’s Concert Disks 





First deal for a phonographic re- 
|eording of a chamber music concert 
series has just been concluded by 
RCA-Victor and The New Friends of 
Music, Inc. Latter organization spon- 
sors a series of 16 Sunday p.m. 


featuring rarely heard works of 
leading musicians. Second season 
starts Nov. 7, at Town Hall, in N. Y. 

New Friends is a non-profit or- 
ganization headed by Ira A. Hirsch- 
mann, v.p. of Saks 5th Ave.; Richard 
Moses as executive sec’y. Concerts 
this season will be selected from 
works of Mozart, Schubert and 
Schumann. Subscriptions are re- 
ported to be well ahead of last year’s 
| sales. 





chamber music and lieder concerts | 


orch airings sponsored Wy asso- 


previously announced first perform- | ciated banks, requested West as the 
ances everywhere with piano ac- | spieler. 


James Sauter, prez of Air 
| Features, Inc., operating for Wes- 
| Sel, carried the fight to John Reyal, 
| but West was declared out. 

Sauter pointed to Horace Fehyl, 
| production director at WCAU, who 
| announced Tastyeast Jester show 
on NBC blue for more than two 
years. Appropriateness of this set- 
;up was questioned when Fehyl 
| started, but it was apparently 
smoothed out and he _ continued 
| spieling. 

| Reported several other men with 
_CBS-effiliated stations have been let 
out of jobs on NBC shows recently. 
| Orch concerts will be carried by 
WFIL locally, but pick-ups will be 
mede by KYW, NBC-leased outlet 
j) here. Show was carried by Co- 
j|lumbia last season, with WCAU as 
| the Philly link. 


| 





Go!dman’s New March 


Edwin Franko Goldman has writ- 

ten a new march which the Goldman 
| Band will play for the first time at 
the opening concert of the fall series 
by this organization at Kismet 
Temple, Brooklyn. Title of the new 
; march, descriptive of Brooklyn, is to 
| be left to the audience, which will be 
asked to submit titles within one 
week of this initial concert. 

Dr. Goldman and Richard Frank 
Goldman, associate conductor, will 
| be among the judges for the best 
title submitted. 
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made the spearhead of a thrust to 
drive back the encroaching forces of 
the Newspaper Guild, with the L. A. 
Central Labor Council fostering the 
establishment of a rival editorial 
union under auspices of the Ameri- 
can Fed. of Labor. Grapevine word 
has gone out that Examiner em- 
ployes join the mushroom outfit ‘or 
else’, and many are said to have 
complied. Meanwhile, Guild heads 
have requested the National Labor 
Relations Board to order an election 
to determine how the Examiner crew 
will vote, predicting that the nose- 
counting will reveal at least 85% 
pro-Guild. 

Dog-fight has the Herald and Ex- 
press Guild contract negotiations at 
a standstill and there is a growing 
murmur among newsmen that the 
whole thing is another Hearst stall, 
for which there can be no cure but 
a strike. Here, again, the H. & E. 
execs are in between because word 
has come from ‘the chief’ that a 
strike must be avoided at all costs, 
and if one is called he will promptly 
lop off a bevy of exec. heads. 

Freelance correspondents covering 
Hollywood, nearly all of them Guild 
members, were warned of the need 
to stick by their guns because the 
A. F. of L. is threatening to move in 
and order their studio credentials 
canceled, thereby shutting off their 
meal tickets. Florabel Muir and 
Frank Scully addressed the session. 
Freelancers decided to inaugurate a 
demand that the handing out of 
press credentials be taken from the 
Hays office and vested in the Guild, 
thus depriving an outside organiza- 
tion of the right to decree. autocrat- 
ically who shall work and who shall 
not, 





A. F. L. Rally Fizzles 


A. F. of L.’s attempt to organize 
newspaper workers in Philly turned 
out to be A-1 floparoo. Phil Wagner, 
organizer, called a meeting at 8 p. m. 
last Friday and sent notices to all 
editorial and business office em- 
ployes to attend. 

At 8 p. m. David Schick, militant 
editor of the CIO Labor Record, ar- 
rived with I. K. Fagan, one of the 
most active proponents at the St. 
Louis convention of the Guild shift 
from A. F. of L. to CIO. At 8:15, Al 
Jones and Mrs. Frances Moor ar- 
rived, both strong CIO Guildsmen. 
Shortly afterwards Tom McCarthy, 
Guild organizer, came in. They were 
all the ‘prospective’ members who 
arrived, and the meeting was not 
held. 

Wagner was a former Guildsman 
in Philly and New York. 

Philly Guild has taken up sword 
for James Straub, recently fired from 
the News there, without notice after 
two years employment. Guild re- 
vealed Straub, working in sports de- 
partment, was getting $8.45 a week, 
plus stock. 

AP unit of the Guild in Philly 
petitioned International Executive 
Board at a meeting addressed by 
Morris Watson last Sunday, to file 
Labor Board proceedings against the 
press association for its company 
union campaign. Watson said AP 
unit in Philly is most militant in the 
country. 





The Times 


‘Magic Key’ program Sunday (3) 
short-waved back and forth an 
interview with Fred T. Birchall from 
Geneva, Switzerland, and Linton 
Wells in New York. N. Y. Times 
catfight the program and on day fol- 
lowing carried talk of two in full 
as a news story. 

Birchall, being Times’ chief Euro- 
pean correspondent, was dignified in 
the story by being referred to as 
‘Mr.’ During the talk, Wells, one- 
time foreign news-getter for N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, called his inter- 
viewee ‘Birch.’ The Times altered 
the nickname to ‘Mr. Birchall’ 
wherever it appeared in Wells’ 
lines. However, Wells was not ac- 
corded same dignity. 





Guild Wins In Waterbury 


Strike called last month (24) at 
the Waterbury (Conn.) Democrat 
was won by the Newspaper Guild 
and all eight strikers returned to 
work on Monday (4). Raises of from 
$22 to $40 a week were granted. 

Question of the Guild shop will be 
submitted to the State Board of Arbi- 
tration. 





Cobb-MclIntyres’ Vacash 


Irvin S. Cobb leaves Hollywood 
Nov. 1 for Houston, Tex., to spend 
two months hunting with Mike and 
Alice Hogg on their Mexican ranch. 
The O. O. McIntyres will join them 
for the Xmas holidays. 

Co>b may take up a lon: standing 





New gag are guest-pickets of 
the Brooklyn Eagle. 

It’s a lark but kidding on the 
square , the guest walker- 
arounders with the regular 
Guild picketers being Broad- 
way p.a.’s, et al., who sympa- 
thize with the striking news- 
papermen and evidence their 
sympathy by actually parading 
with placards, besides dis- 
couraging advertising, not send- 
ing in press matter, etc. The 
Broadway bunch has also con- 
tributed to the Eagle’s strike 
fund. 











On the Brooklyn Battle Line 


Management of the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle made a public statement 
last week (30) for the first time since 
the Newspaper Guild strike began, 
via ads in the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
and the N. Y. Sun. Ads stated that 
the circulation was higher than it 
had been in the paper’s 96-year h's- 
tory. 

The statements were challenged by 
the strikers. Photostats of a letter 
written the next day (1) by the cir- 
culation manager to subscribers, ex- 
plaining that delivery was impos- 
sible, were sent, together with these 
advertisements to Senator Lewis B. 
Schwellenbach, sponsor of truth in 
advertising législation. Strikers al- 
lege they have cut the Eagle’s circu- 
lation in half. 


A statement was issued by John L. 
Lewis supporting the strike and 
promising the help of the CIO. 

Suit seeking a permanent injunc- 
tion and damages was filed by Mrs. 
Laura J. Wolfe against the Eagle 
naming the firm and its publisher, 
editor and business manager for us- 
ing the by-line Helen Worth in the 
struck paper, claiming she was ‘dis- 
tressed and humiliated.’ Mrs. Wolfe, 
who states that she created the name 
Helen Worth when she came to the 
paper in 1922, is out on strike. 


Ed Hughes, striking sport cartoon- 
ist and columnist, was attacked and 
slugged by two men-on Monday (4) 
night while on his way to address a 
meeting of Catholic priests in Brook- 
lyn in regard to the strike. Jack 
Ryan, a Guild organizer, was with 
Hughes at the time. The attack was 
made by two unidentified men who 
jumped out of a car and questioned 
Hughes as to his identity, after which 
they slugged him. He was given 
hospital treatment and was able to 
go home. 





One-Newspapecr Omaha 


Merger last week (Sept. 29) of 
World Herald and Bee News leaves 
Omaha with only one newspaper, 
first time in about 75 years of city’s 
history. Henry Doorly and interests 
of Herald purchased outright entire 
plant and circulation lists of Hearst- 
owned Bee News and acquired wire 
rights to INS and Universal Service. 


Deal gives World Herald virtual 
monopoly on news service in Omaha 
including AP, INS, NANA, Chicago 
Daily News Cable Service, Consoli- 
dated News Service, Chicago Tribune 
Wire Service. 


New publication policy of mo- 
nopoly holding W-H is entirely 
different morning city edition from 
evening edition with different per- 
sonnel for each edition, separate 
features and various other services. 
This is in contrast to W-H former 
policy of a morning replate of eve- 
ning columns. 


Ad rates already jumped some- 
thing like 50% although circulation 
list extremely unsettled. W-H 
circulation at time of merger in 
neighborhood of 135,000 with 200,000 
goal by Jan. 1 in order to hold rates. 


About 50 Bee News employes 
worked into W-H organization with 
about 15 in city room. Bonuses to 
B-N men ranged from two to seven 
weeks with some amounting to $500 
for higher execs most of whom under 
contract and will be located on other 
Hearst enterprises. Several non- 
contract men already located in 
newspaper spots, but town for 
present over-run with newshawks on 
loose. 


Under new set-up film, drama and 
radio in hands of Keith Wilson. 
Wilson now carries title of editor 
with S. J. Melingagio as assistant. 
Jake Rachman (Jack Reel), Bee 
News critic, remaining in town al- 
though not yet iocated. Merger 
wound up 12 years of critic work. 

Sale of Omaha News-Bee by W. R. 
Hearst to Omaha World-Herald is 


are All 
Double Detective Magazine. Each 
will be upwards of 160 pages and 
larger in word content than any 
other similar mags now on the mar- 
ket. Both will sell for 15c. 
Scholastic Publications has added 
a new weekly for juves to its list, 
titled Junior Scholastic. Phyllis and 
Omar Goslin will handle news with 
Helen M. Burgess, librarian, doing 
a book column. M. R. Robinson is 
editor and publisher. 

Popular Publications has two new 
magazines set, Candid Confessions, a 
small size mag to sell for 25c., and 
Strange Detective Mysteries, 10c. 
pulp. 

Cordelia B. Makarium is editor of 
‘Candid’ and Rogers Terrill, who also 
handles Dime Western and other 
mags, handling Strange Detective. 

New class mag will hit the stands 
on Oct. 15. Tagged Pleasure, it will 
be published by Joe Godfrey, Jr. as 
president of the company. Jack 
Smalley is editor-in-chief, S. E. Lin- 
ton, bus'ness manager and C. C. 
Hemmick, art director. 

Will be a 50c monthly, published 
out of Chicago. First issue will be 
a quarterly, with the second issue to 
follow on Jan. 15, and the others to 
hit the stands each month after that. 

Will be printed on enamel stock. 
Is guaranteeing a circulation of 100,- 
000 net paid, with advertising rate 
to be $1,000 per page. 

Will carry fiction, articles, cartoons 
with features directed towards all 
phases of pleasure-seeking, taking in 
sports, travel, theatre, resorts, etc. 

Preliminary work on a possible 
new picture magazine is being car- 
ried on by Popular Science Monthly, 
with J. Sterling Getchell, ad agency 
retained as consultant. Tentative 
title for the mag is Picture, and an 
office has been taken by the pro- 
jected outfit in the Chrysler Build- 
ing in N. Y., with Frank Sharpe in 
charge. Mag is only in the experi- 
mental stage, with nothing definite 
scheduled as yet. 

Editors of Scribner’s Magazine are 
currently working on plans for a 
new publication, with mass appeal 
and intended to have a circulation 
of 3,000,000. Appearance is currently 
not expected before the fall of 1938, 
but articles have been ordered and 
plans are under the direction of Har- 
lan Logan. Mag will be heavily il- 
lustrated, carry fiction and non-fic- 
tion, and will be in large size format. 

Scribner’s will also launch a new 
class radio magazine titled The 
Listener’s Digest which is expected 
to be ready in January, 1938. It 
will be a small monthly, slightly 
larger than the usual digest size. No 
advertising will be solicited and the 
publishers hope for a large circula- 
tion. Mag will sell for 25c. Har- 
lan Logan, editor of Scribner’s, will 
also edit the Digest. 

Douglas Lurton’s new pocket-size 
magazine will be titled Your Life 
with the sub-title, ‘The Popular 
Guide to Desirable Living.’ The 
first issue will be dated November 
and will be on sale this week at 
25c. per copy. Mag will be printed 
by Rumford Press at Concord, N. H. 
Lurton was formerly managing edi- 
tor of Literary Digest. 





Baron Sues Boulevardier 

Boulevardier Publishing Co., and 
the Interboro News Co., were named 
defendants Menday (4) in N. Y. 
Supreme Court in a $50,000 libel 
suit by Giorgio Suriani, who claims 
to be the Baron di Castelnueve, of 
Italy. Suriani complains his rep was 
damaged and he is held to ridicule 
through the publication in October 
issue of The Boulevardier of his 
photo captioned, ‘His best friends 
never told him.’ ° 

Suriani recently broke into print 
when he announced the organization 
of the Noblemen’s Club of New York 
City. 





Herald Trib’s Luncheons 


Free lunch with the boss is some- 
thing new initiated at the N. Y. Her- 
ald Tribune last week. Move is re- 
ported to be an effort on the part 
of publisher Ogden Reid to get to 
know his staff better, and also to 
build up staff loyalty. Three men 
have deserted the Trib in the past 
10 days and the paper is generally 
understood to have the lowest city 
room salaries in New York. 

Among those leaving are Lincoln 
Barnet, who has joined Life Mag; 
Jack Gould, who covered the Broad- 
way beat, and Robert Neville, bridge 
expert who joins Time mag with a 
roving European assignment. 





Maxine Smith’s Air Try 








reported to have brought the pub- 
lisher $750,000. Poor crop conditions | 


radio offer when he reiurns to the|in the region said to have pegged | 


Coast the first of the year. 


the price, 


Maxine Smith, until recently film 
editor of Hearst's Chicago Evening 
American, is taking a flyer in radio. 

Arranging a gossip session to be 
written and aired by herself. 





Bob Burns, formerly of 
vaudeville, now of radio and 
pictures, is currently rated as 
the highest paid writer in the 
country, reckoning by word- 
count. 

Working on a royalty basis, 
his 150-200 words are carried 
by 255 papers daily. 











Scully Riles Gridders 


Frank Scully’s football expose in 
Liberty, advancing the thesis that 
you don’t have to be a halfwit to be 
a halfback but if you’re a halfback 
long enough you will be, looks 
headed for plenty of offside play and 
roughing before the game is over. 
Coaches and sports editors, as well 
as radio commentators, are taking 
exception to much of it, with 
parents of growing boys inclined to 
agree with Scully. 

Hep gridders believe they can 
spot most of the case-histories used 
in the Scully brief against what he 
contends is the mass manufacture 
of slap-happy sophs on college grid- 
irons. Looks as if Stanford boys 
kissed and told. 

Piece is called ‘Stumble-Backs,’ 
word of Scully coinage to cover 
pathological result of all this in- 
tercollegiate brain-bashing. 


George’s N. Y. Berth 


G. L. George, ex-Hollywood corr. 
for Ce Soir, of Paris, has arrived 
in New York to take over New York 
beat for sheet. Ce Soir, evening 
daily of People’s Front sympathies. 
celebrated its eighth month Oct, 1 
by striking out for provincial cir- 
culation of type enjoyed by other 
evening sheets. Till now Ce Soir 
had restricted sales to Paris alone. 

George replaces Bob Stern, one- 
time Variety Paris correspondent, 
who had done the Ce Soir New 
York stint since start of paper. 
Full time U. S. coverage is part of 
sheet’s plan te compete with other 
evening rags. 





Aleen Wetstein on Coast 


Aleen Wetstein, who writes ‘One 
Girl Chorus’ column daily for the 
Pittsburgh Press, has been on the 
Coast for the past month doing her 
stint from there. Last week she 
landed a writing contract at Colum- 
bia, but plans to continue her con- 
nection with the Press, getting off 
‘One Girl’ with a Hollywood slant. 

Miss Wetstein is a frequent con- 
tributor of the Saturday Evening 
Post and has authored several one- 
act and feattire-length plays, none 
of which has ever been produced 
professionally. It’s her second visit 
to Hollywood within a year. 





Broun’s Open Letter 

Heywood Broun’s ‘letter to a fa- 
mous newspaper publisher’ which 
appeared in last week’s New Repub- 
lic, is the buzz of the news shops. 
Couched in terms of ‘no living per- 
son intended’ and- using fictional 
names throughout, the piece is 
widely interpreted as a publisher 
whose relations with Broun have 
been strained for some time. 

Broun recently switched from The 
Nation to New Republic following a 
disagreement with The Nation’s 
board on editorial policies. 





Athens (Ga.) Times Bankrupt 

Judge W. G. Cornett, referee in 
bankruptcy, last week signed an 
order declaring The Athens, Ga., 
Daily Times bankrupt. 

Paper had suspended publication 
Sept. 10 and L. E. Sullivan, owner 
and former editor, did not oppose 
the bankruptcy proceedings filed in 
behalf of the creditors by State 
Senator Preston M. Almand. 





Larger Atlantic Due 

Atlantic Monthly has changed its 
format and will have 30 pages more 
than heretofore in future issues. 
Page size of the mag will also be 
slightly larger. Three full length 
novels or biographies a year will be 
serialized in 20,000 word install- 
ments. 

First is ‘Enchanter’s Nightshade’ 
by Ann Bridge, winner of the At- 
lantic’s 1932 prize novel contest. 





Rochester D. & C. Shakeup 


New shakeup on the Rochester 
Democrat & Chronicle moves George 
Shoals from the slot to news editor, 
newly-created job. Ted Doyle is 
shifted from telegraph editorial to 
the slot, Paul Tanner from makeup 
to telegraph and Frank Lonergan 
from the copy desk to makeup. 

Arch Merrill; former city editor 
of the Rochester Journal, joins the 


Hill,’ nationally known editor who 
started his career as a tramp printer, 
died in his sleep on October 3 at his 
home in Atchison, Kan. He was the 
founder of the Atchison Globe which 
he sold to his staff in 1911, after 
which he published E. W. Howe's 
Monthly until 1933. His witty, pun- 
gent aphorisms attracted national 
attention to the publication. His first 
book ‘The story of a Country Town’ 
set a precedent for a new school 
of American fiction. 

Three children survive, Eugene A. 
Howe, publisher of the Amarillo 
(Tex.) News-Globe; James Pomeroy 
Howe, of the Washington bureau 
of the Associated Press, and Mateel 
Howe Farnham, of Westport, Conn., 
who, in 1927, won the $10,000 Dodd, 
Mead-Pictorial Review contest for 
her first novel ‘Rebellion,’ the story 
of a daughter’s revolt against a ty- 
rannical father. Mr. Howe’s ex-wife 
who was 90, died last week at West- 
port, Conn. 

Robert Lathan, 56, editor of the 
Asheville (N. C.) Citizen, died last 
week from cerebral hemorrhage, 
Widely known in Southern journal- 
istic circles, Lathan was one of the 
few Dixie editors ever to -win a 
Pulitzer prize for an editorial. His 
‘Plight of the South Politically’ won 
him the award in 1924, when he was 
editor of the Charleston, S. C., News 
and Courier. He started with the 
Columbia, S. C., State, went to the 
News-Courier in 1906 and worked 
up to general managership before 
becoming associated with the Ashe- 
ville sheet. 

August H. ‘Pop’ Jaeger, veteran 
Philadelphia newspaperman, died of 
pneumonia in the Philadelphia Gen- 
eral Hospital last Friday (1). Worked 
for many years as reporter for the 
Philly Record, 

A member of the pre-typewriter 
school, he always carried a black, 
folded umbrella—badge of the old- 
time newsgatherer. He was a mem- 
ber of the Pen and Pencil Club and 
Writers’ Guild. 


Joseph P. Rawley, 51, co-publisher 
of the High Point Enterprise, daily, 
of High Point, N. C., of which he 
was also general manager and sec- 
retary-treasurer, and president and 
general manager of the Burlington 
(N.C.). Times-News Co., died Sept. 
27, after a long illness. 





CHATTER 


Emmett Maun, City News reporter, 
back from Europe yesterday (5). 


Book and Magazine Guild is spon- 
soring 12 lecture courses starting 
this month. 

Funk and Wagnalls, hitherto only 
in the non-fiction field, now has a 
fiction editor, George W. Jones. 


Hugh V. Haddock, city editor of 
the Tulsa Tribune, has written a 
novel titled, ‘City Desk,’ due out 
teday (6). 


Home of Robert Grannis, B’way 
columnist working as a_ strike- 
breaker at the Brooklyn Eagle, was 
picketed by six strikers last week. 


John McManus, who left the N. Y. 
Times to join Warners publicity de- 
partment a few weeks ago, has now 
left Warners to become film cric 
for Time mag. 


Richard W. Randolph, with Inter- 
national News Service in Denver, 
has been appointed journalism 
teacher in the Denver University 
School of Commerce. Randolph 
formerly taught school in South 
Dakota. 


Life Magazine has signed Darrel 
B. McDougle, Columbus free-lance 
photographer and Ohio State Uni- 
versity senior, to cover Ohio State- 
Southern California football game 
Saturday. 

Lew Johnson, editor of the Labor 
Tribune, official publication of Co- 
lumbus Federation of Labor, has re- 
signed as outgrowth of charges that 
sheet was swinging toward CIO. No 
successor appointed. 

J. C. Herrick, who has headed 
N. Y. editorial offices of Look, has 
gone to the coast to head up the 
L. A. office. Gideon D. Seymour, 
who resigned as head of Associated 
Press of Great Britain, Ltd. hss 
come to N. Y. to head up Look’s 
eastern offices. 

T. Leeford Givens, city editor of 
the Wichita Beacon, and his bride, 
the former Jessie Lou Tucker, fea- 
ture writer on the paper, are on 3 
three-weeks honeymoon on the west 
coast. Mrs. Givens, who had been 
with paper eight years, resigned 3 
week before her marriage. 

Fred Walker moves into the San 
Francisco office of Internation! 
News Service as bureau manager on 
a transfer from Los Angeles. Aboli- 
tion of Hearst’s Universal Service. 





city editor staff, alternating with 





| shift, S-day week setup, 


a.m. wire unit, brings Frank Good- 


Norris Vagg and Bill Lewis in a two-| man into the L. A. office under Joc’ 
| Jordan, with Griffing Bancroft out 
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Broadway 


G. Oliver Smith in from Holly- 
wood for visit. 

Maurice Conn, of Ambassador Pic- 
tures, to the Coast. 

Cotton club grossed almost $40,000 
during its first week. 

Aileen St. John Brenon is in Mad- 
ison, Wis., for a couple weeks. 

Ned Brown ditched wrestling p.a. 
job at Hipp. Too busy otherwise. 

‘Carnival of Champions’ boxing 
show went into the red for 30 G’s. 

Lou Holtz succeeds Joe Lewis at 
the Frolics tonight, plus a girl show. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., to Hol- 
lywood for a stay after a Reno stop- 
off. 

Sam Grisman back at the office 
after being confined with heavy 
cold. 

Lou Diamond in tails at the Par- 
adise ogling the antics of the Dia- 
mond Bros. 

Ursula Parrot's story, ‘She Mar- 
ried for Money,’ sold to RKO for 
Ginger Rogers picture. 

Y. Frank Freeman is breaking in 
a menacing-looking Dunhill present- 
ed to him by Bob Weitman. 





Charles R. Rogers shoved off for | 


the Coast on the Century last Fri- 
day (1) after confabs in N. Y. 

Tsaurice Lehmann in Paris is 
readying rehearsals for the French 
version of ‘Forbidden Melody.’ 

Judge Lester Roth, Hollywood at- 
torney, extending N .Y. stay by a 
motor vacation into New England. 

Harry Luxenberg is now manag- 
ing the theatrical depts. of Edward 
Reed, Ltd., and William Roberts, Inc, 

Bill Boehnel (World-Telly pic 
crick) lost his tonsils over the week- 
end and out of the hosp. on Mon- 
day. 

Franklyn Fox liked Wantagh, L. L, 
so well when playing at Jones Beach 
last summer that he has moved 
there. 

Judy Canova, Par comedienne ac- 


companied by her mother, Mrs. 
Retta Canova, due in N. Y. this 
week. 


Jill Stern, daughter of J. David 
Stern, publisher of the N. Y. Post, 
is in road company of ‘Children’s 
Hour.’ 

Nan Schwartz, secretary to Joe 
Phillipson, of Paramount, sailed 
Saturday (2) on a 10-day Caribbean 
cruise, 

E. Paul Phillips comes by flying 
naturally since he’s a major in the 
air corps and has won contests at 
flying meets. 

The cats who can ‘dig’ ‘jive’ are 
now starting to talk in double-jive, 
which is the ultimate in Harlemese 
swing-cat lingo. 

Universal home office tossed a 
press cocktail party Friday (1) at 
Hotel Pierre for new U French star, 
Danielle Darrieux. 

House of Fu Manchu, new Oriental 
restaurant on West 49th, opened last 
night, under direction of Al (no- 
longer-crying) Goldman. 

The Big + My has gone Gallic. A 
new La Grande Pomme cafe on East 
55th has been opened with the Dixie 
dance as its thematic. 

William Frawley in town for the 
world series and brief vacation from 
the Coast; also George Raft, Mack 
Gordon, Mack Grey, et al. 

Lillian Leff, assistant to Raymond 
Moore at the Cape Playhouse, Den- 
nis, for nine years, has quit. She is 
currently in Florida on vacation. 

Al Altman, Metro talent executive, 
has had a siege of appearances on 
radio via WGN recently but still 
working overtime on hunt for new 
faces, 

Brock Pemberton still planning a 
London production of ‘Personal Ap- 
pearance’ this season and figures on 
g0ing over to lineup co-producer 

ere, 

Floyd Gibbons has bought a farm 
and is the latest addition to the 
writers’ colony at Stroudsburg, Pa. 
Another recent joiner is Edwin 
Justus Mayer. 

Joe Schoenfeld (Variety) removed 

Sydenham hosp. for a second op- 
eration following the original ap- 
pendectomy. Still in serious condi- 
tion; no visitors. 

Mare Lachmann preceded Uni- 
versal’s new import, Darielle Dar- 
rieux, by plane hops to Chi and 
Hollywood, she following by train 
to attend press confabs en route. 

George Andre, son of Walter 

ndre, bass fiddler at Loew’s State, 

- X., won first place in National 
Symphony Concert Contest this 


week on same instrument his dad 
strums, 


ee 


Sydney | 


Eric Gorrick 


_ Theatre growth in the nabes con- 
inues apace. 
ina Mae McKinney in Melbourne 
eee 
itely exploiting ‘Wi 
the Morning’ (20th). Pawns 
ing inesound’s ‘Tall Timber’ smash- 
§ all records in Queensland. 
r onnors-Paul revue unit playing 
oo center for Snider-Dean. 
of 7 ted She Goes’ clicked up a run 
Beet weeks for Williamson-Tait. 
Ail De Randall is producing “They 
bo ©, by Sophia Cleugh, for a 
rt run in Melbourne. 


By 


for 


yet for Argosy Films, the unit Bad- 
ger is hooked with as director. 

Hal Carleton, Mike Lustig and Bill 
Tinkier are working on exploitation 
for Metro’s ‘Maytime’ at the Liberty. 

Charles Moses, g.m. of the Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission, in 
Melbourne to look over the concert 
season. 

Gregan McMahon will produce 
which comes a revival 
Fourth.’ 

Plans are set for the visit here of 
Kirsten Flagstad and the Don Cos- 
sack Choir under Williamson-Tait 
management. 

With the warm weather here, big 
hopes are held for the new outdoor 
season, which will commence at the 
end of this month. 

Looks like the Fullers will stick 
to their’ Melbourne Bijou theatre 
site, instead of parting to any com- 
mercial organization. 

Lioyd Hughes to work for Cine- 
sound in ‘The Broken Melody.’ He 
recently completed ‘Lovers and Lug- 
gers’ for the same unit. 

Acts playin 
include Ten Americanadians, Three 
| Flames, Christy and Gould, Earle, 


of ‘Henry 





| Pope and Lang, George Hurd, Pat | 
Henning, Betty Raye, Joe Petersen. | 


Joey Porter. 
_ Jack Percival is already introduc- 
ing advance exploitation for 
Marcus show, due to open in Mel- 
bourne next month for Fullers-Sni- 
der-Dean. Percival sold the 
in Sydney. 

Artists coming in with Fay Comp- 


ton for Williamson-Tait include 
Bruno Barnabe, Michael Wilding, 


Peter Dearing, Stafford Hillard, Ann 
Codrington, Hayley Bell, Jack Mc- 
Naughton and Yvette Anning. Open- 


Regina.’ 





Paris 





Mary Shuck in from Munich. 

Dorothy Parker off for Spain. 

Henry Bry at Chez Suzy Solidor. 

Molly Wakefield at the Villa d’Este. 

Pierre Richard-Willm off for 
Vienna. 

Georgius topping the new Euro- 
peen bill. 

Reine Paulet @ngaged for a new 
ABC show. 

Jeanne Aubert broadcasting over 
Radio-Cite. 

Samson Fainsilber talking of an 
American contract. 

Jerome Andrews rehearsing in a 
new O’Dett revue. 

William Powell and_ Richard 
Barthelmess to Budapest. 

Jean-Pierre Aumont urgently oper- 
ated upon for appendicitis. 

Mistinguett eating steak at 
Bagatelle in the wee hours. 

‘La Fesse,’ at the Theatre de Paris, 
passing its 350th performance. 

Cecil Sorel planning a ‘retrospec- 
tive’ recital at the Salle Pleyel. 

Marlene Dietrich catching ‘Three 
Waltzes’ at the Bouffes-Parisiens. 

Nyota Inyoka dance-recitaling at 
the Comedie des Champs-Elysees. 

Ketti Gallian off for London 
talk contract terms with Korda. 

Alberta Hunter topping at the re- 
opened Harlem, Montmartre nightie. 

Opening of ‘Pacifique’ at the The- 
se des Ambassadeurs set for Sept. 

Jean Delacroix to make a film 
based on boy scouts, called ‘Chef- 
taine.’ 

‘Black Legion’ (WB), long banned 
by the censors, finally opening at the 
Apollo. 

Chez Charpini, nightie, reopening, 
with Raphael Medina at the top of 
the bill. 

Chez Ray Ventura, Champs Elysees 
spot, reopening for tea dances with 
Ray’s band. 

‘Sixieme Etage,’ new play by Al- 
fred Gehri, in rehearsal at the The- 
atre des Arts. 

June Knight to London to take 
part in the film originally offered to 
Adele Astaire. . 

Andre Mauro is giving up his crit- 
ic’s place on weekly Marianne, be- 
me, replaced by Henry Bidou. | 

wo galas of Spanish music given 
at the Theatre des Champs-Elysees 
under direction of Perez Casas. 

Jean Gremillon shooting the first 
scenes of ‘Hercule,’ with Gaby Mor- 
lay and Gernandel in the leads. 

Marianne Oswald making her first 
public appearance in months at a 
song recital at the Salle Gaveau. ~ 

Premiere of Sacha Guitry’s ‘Qua- 
drille’ given at Orleans before open- 
as at the Theatre de la Madeleine. 

ierre Chenal starting ‘L’Affaire 
Lefarge,’ starring Pierre Renoir, 
Marcel Chantal and Eric von Stro- 


the 


to 


heim. ; 
‘La Belle Saison,’ operetta starring 

Lucienne Boyer, Pills and Tablet, 

passing its 120th performance at the 


Marigny. 
Three evenings of Swiss music 
scheduled at the Comedie des 


programs. 

Revue, ‘Ca C’est Marseilles,’ pro- 
duced last season by Henri Varna at 
the Alcazar, off on tour, with Varna 
in the cast. 


Jean Gabin, Marcel Carne and 
Jacqueline Laurant off for Germany 
to shoot scenes of ‘Quai des 


Brumes,’ Carne’s latest. ; 
‘Catherine Empereur,’ by Maurice 
Rostand, in rehearsal at the Odeon, 
with Yvonne de Bray, Franclis Royet 
and Louis Seigner in the leads. 
Nouveau i Parisiana, boulevard 





a a 
. — Badger still grinding out | 


@ weekly. No production listed as | 


of the early pic days for | 


music-hall, readying for an early 
opening; Yvos Bizos and F. Lum- 
broso have the booking rights. 


‘The Rivals’ for a short span, after | 


here for Frank Neil | 


the | 


show | 


ing is set for Oct. 23 with ‘Victoria | 


Champs-Elysees as part of the Expo | 


London 





‘He Was Her Man’ scheduled to 
start at Denham Oct. 18. 


| ‘Gertie Maude, Jonn Van Druten’s 
latest at St. Martin’s theatre, closes 
Oct. 9. 


Wiere Bros. are under option to 
Walter Wanger, but Metro is also in- 
terested. 


Ernie Blake, kodak chief, sailing 
for India to survey the company’s 
activities there. 

Loper and Hayes returning to 
London to open at the Savoy Nov. 
1, for a fortnight. 
| Palladium ‘Crazy’ show is grossing 
| $35,000 per week, which is almost a 
record for the house, 

Zena Dare selling her Scottish 
home, where her husband was acci- 
dentally shot last year, 

Entire British sales organization of 
First National flitting to Blackpool 
for annual convention. 

Duncan Sisters in a split. 





ing here to do a single. 


Harold W. Speer toting around a 
|new color system, claimed cheap to 
| produce and quick to print. 


Irina Baronova down with flu and 
|out of the Ballets Russes season at 
Covent Garden temporarily. 

‘The Feud,’ novelist David White- 
|law’s first play, folded at the Cam- 
| bridge Sept. 18 after five days. 


| Sydney Bernstein and Oscar 
| Deutsch have an agreement where- 
| by they do not build in each other's 
territory. 

Irving Asher claims discovery of 
a 22-year-old Swedish blonde named 
| Aino Bergo, who he thinks is going 
to be a star. 

Merle Oberon to Budapest on a 
brief vacation before working on 
Robert Sherwood’s ‘Over the Moon’ 
at Denham. 


Tine Playgoers Guild, on the lines 
of New York’s Theatre Guild, in- 
augurates its activities at the White- 
hall, Oct. 7. 


Muriel Abbott girls, in the Henry 
Sherek Dorchester cabaret, being 
used by British Broadcasting Corp. 
| for television. 


Morris Davis, Metro’s general 
manager in South Africa, here on 
vacation, mainly to see his folks. He 
is London-born. 

Charles A. Davis rejoined the 
board of Union Cinemas to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of 
David Bernhard. 

Twentieth Century Picture thea- 
tres, a circuit of six picture theatres 
operated by Victor Sheridan, chang- 
ing hands shortly. 

Frederick Spinelly, vaude act and 
band leader, sentenced to _ six 
months’ imprisonment in connection 
with share frauds. 

London Films washed up ‘Divorce 
of Lady X’ in seven weeks, claimed 
|the shortest shooting period ever on 
}a Technicolor feature. 

Emile Littler to stage a musical 
version of ‘Aloma of the South Seas’ 
first in the provinces, then in the 
West End, if successful. 

Pearl Osgood, American dancer, 
married Walter Greenwood, author 
of ‘Love on the Dole,’ at a London 
register office, Sept. 23. 

Alfred Esdaile estimates the new 
Prince of Wales theatre will give 
employment to 350 people. Cast will 
account for well over 100, 

Austria restaurant and Salzburg 
grill in Piecadilly Circus aiming for 
picture patronage; four local film 
stars officially opened the joint. 

Raymond Massey’s illness and Iso- 
bel Jeans’ commitments with War- 
ners in Hollywood Seed, Lon- 
don production of ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 

Sir John Martin-Harvey touring 
with a new play, ‘Tuberin 5,’ from 
the Austrian of Hans Mueller, which 
he hopes to give a West End produc- 
tion. 

‘The First Legion’ closed at Dalys, 
Sept. 25 after three months. House 
will then be demolished for the 
erecting of Warner’s new picture 
house. 

Edith Ellis’ new play, ‘The Dan- 
gerous Age,’ being produced at the 
Embassy theatre Oct. 5 by Andre 
Van Gyseghem, starring Jeanne de 
Casalis. 

John Woolf, son of Charles M., 
and in charge of distribution for 
General Film Distribs, married Dor- 
othy Vernon, stage and film actress, 
Sept. 24. 

Otto Horcher’s restaurant, at St. 
Regis, due to open Sept. 26. post- 
poned to early October, due to 
Horcher being ordered by Hitler to 
stay in Berlin. 

Sir Hugh Allen, director of the 
Royal College of Music since 1918, 
is retiring, to be succeeded by Dr. 
| George Dyson, director of music at 
Winchester college. 

Clive Brook gave the bride away, 
land Elizabeth Allan was matron of 
j}honor at Florence Desmond's mar- 
riage to Charles Hughesdon, airman- 
stockbroker, Sept. 23. 

Harry Roy and his band go to 
Buenos Aires in March for six 
weeks. Gets $7,500 per week, trans- 
portation both ways for 14 people, 
with six weeks guarantee. 

Bronchial chill ineapacitated Bob- 
by Howes, necessitating two days’ 
postponement of the Glasgow pre- 
miere of ‘Hide and Seek,’ new musi- 
cal co-starring Cicely Courtneidge. 

Phil Reisman followed ‘Victoria 
the Great’ round key cities in the 
provinces when it was given gala 











Rosetta | 
went home, while Vivienne is stay- | 





previews to trade buyers: Herb Wil- 
cox and Anna Neagle also ran along. 
As soon as Gilbert Miller returns 
from America rehearsals will start 
on ‘The Silent Knight,’ from the 
Hungarian. This will replace ‘Old 
Music’ as the St. James’s about the 
|middle of November. 
Lord Chamberlain, one of whose 
iduties is to censor plays, said to be 
retiring. Post at present held by Earl 
of Cromer, and successor will be 
Earl of Clarendon, recent Governor- 
General of South Africa. 
‘Yiddle and His Fiddle,’ Yiddish 
film, starring Moily Picon, is playing 
at the Rivoli, Whitechapel, after 
nine weeks in the West End, with 
the theatre mobbed and police being 
called in to regulate the conges- 





— 


ion. 

| “The Whole Town Is Talking,’ Anita 
| Loos yarce, produced here in 1926. 
|has been musicalized. Jack Waller 
|intends to present it in the 


| End, starring Sydney Howard and 





Hollywood 


Sonja Henie back from Oslo. 

Grace Moore basking at Arrows 
head. 

Mary Mclaren staging 
back. 

Fred Purner now publicizing Santa 
Anita. 

Jack Kapp, 
to N. Y. 

Mickey Rooney halfbacking for 
Fairfax hi. : 

Harriet Hilliard and Ozzie Nelson 
in from N. Y. 

Tex Ritter off for Louisville and 
Detroit p.a.’ing. 

Leon Gordon scripting ‘I Love You 
Again’ at Metro. 

Richard Halliburton 
tested at Warners. 

Billy House left for his farm 





come- 


Decca prez, winged 


being actor- 


at 


West- | Mattapoisett, Mass. 


Ben Markson cut an ear in fall 


| Wylie Watson, as soon as he can get| on the Santa Paula. 


a theatre. 


a 


Premiere of ‘Internes Can't Take 
Money’ here. 

Maria Roland waxing new records 
for Telefunken. 

Franz Nicklish 
|at the State theatre. 

Heli Finkenzeller taking it easy in 
Bavaria for three weeks. 

Albrecht Schoenhals pencilled 
ifor Pola Negri’s next pic. 

Aribert Mog for the Jacques Fey- 
der film, ‘Fahrendes Volk.’ 

State opera opens its new season 
with Wagner's ‘Meistersinger.’ ; 

Festival of German church music 
to take place in Berlin next week. 

Cameras skedded to roll next week 
for Brigette Horney’s new pic at 
Ufa. 

‘Die Fahne’ by Otto Emmerich 
Groh, opens at the Saarland state 
theatre. 

Karl Bohm to baton a big symph 
concert at the Teatro Communale in 
Florence. 

Hans von Benda scoring in Poland 
with the Chamber orch af the Phil- 
harmonic. 

Leny Marenbach holding down the 
lead in ‘Five Million in Search of an 
Inheritance,’ 

Ramin-Wolf-Grummer trio to give 
their only Berlin concert Oct. 8 at 
the Singing Academy. 

Berlin Landesorchestra skedded 
for eight symph concerts this sea- 
son, Elly Ney among the soloists. 

Luis Trenker’s latest pic, formerly 
tagged ‘Kampf ums Matterhorn,’ to 
-be released as “The Mountain Calls.’ 

Carl Froelich’s new pic, ‘Die Um- 
wege des Schoen Karl,’ with Heinz 
Ruhmann in the title role, to the 
studio. 

Kurt Atterberg, Swedish composer 
and conductor, giving a concert of 
Norwegian and Swedish music with 
the Philharmonic. 


in ‘Wallenstein’ 


in 








Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 





‘Mayor’ Neufeld managing Miss 
Philly. 

Ben Kassoy back on street after 
long illness. 

Manny Munzer bragging about a 
10-pound boy. 

om Lark recuping from acute ap- 
pendicitis attack. 

Sam Lefko won the Record’s hole- 
in-one golf tournament. 

Leonard Mintz named to succeed 
Al Truell, who resigned, at 20th. 

Bill Dyer continues sports talks 
nightly despite demise of baseball. 

emi Martel, former Mask and 
Wigger, reported cast in ‘New Faces.’ 

Gene Marcus visiting town and 
reported looking for a Vine street 
site. 

Powers Gouraud lined up for more 
than 50 p.a.’s during coming fall and 
winter season. 

June Collins forsaking WIP pro- 
gram department for nitely turn of 
song and piano at Evergreen Casino. 

Hank Geist, former Philly panel- 
man, now in New York twisting dials 
for many of same artists he en- 
gineered at WCAU. 


Quebec 


Joe Lightstone to Toronto. 

Russ Titus back from Laurentians 

Max Chamitov and Alec Kramer 
to N, Y. 

U. H. Pelletier in from St, Joseph 
D’Alma. 

Izzie Allen, Dave Copland, Jim 
O’Loughlin in from Toronto. 

Montreal Symph starts 10-concert 
season at His Majesty’s Nov. 7. 

France-Film takes over Corona, St. 
Hyacinthe, English and French pix. 

Frank Veitch, former theatreman 
of Montreal, found drowned in St. 
Lawrence. 

Two new second-runs under con- 
struction for United Amusement— 
Verdun and north end, Montreal. 

His Majesty’s, stopped by union 
trouble from giving season of legit. 








| 
j 


will go back to British pix. Jack 
Reedy to manage. 
Hamilton Kennedy, Irish song- 


writer and composer of ‘Old Faith- 
ful,’ publishing, in conjunction, with 
Harold Moon, six songs now in hands 
of N. Y. publishers. 





' 


Robert Lively broke a foot step- 
ping from the bawth. 

John Wayne stalking seven-point 
bucks in the Sierras. 


Robert Gillham here for Para- 
mount studio huddles. 
Becky Baer, to be 


screen novice, 

billed as Gwen“ Bayer. 

Bing Crosby’s buddies dining on 
swordfish snared by Bing. 

Karl Freund has devised a camera 
that will shoot film undersea. 

Richard Bond, N. Y. stage player, 
here to start his Radio termer. 

John D. Clark, 20th-Fox 
chief, here for studio huddles. 

Harry Warren went classical with 
a new piano opus, ‘Octoroon.’ 

Paul Kirby, European cleffer, 
joined Metro’s music department. 

Fred Keating stagged it for a gang 
of pals at his San Fernando rancho. 

Pinto ie cartoon vet, gagging 
Metro’s ‘The Captain and the Kids.’ 

Peggy Conklin here from N. Y. 
stage for ‘Having Wonderful Time.’ 

Eleanor Holm, swimming champ, 
arrived for role in ‘Tarzan’s Re- 
venge. 

Toby Wing flew out over the week- 
end to join the Buddy Rogers band 


sales 


esented Paul 
goats tagged 





in the East. 

Fractured wrist keeping Gene Pal- 
lette out of Warners’ ‘Robin Hood’ 
for 10 days. 

Jay Dratler, author of ‘Manhattan 
Side Street,’ joined the Metro script- 
ing brigade. 

Lloyd Bacon back to direct ‘A 
Slight Case of Murder’ at Warners 
following vacash. 

George Rector here to play him- 
self in the Mae West film, ‘Every 
Day's a Holiday.’ 

The Three Vagabonds stepped into 
featured routines for Radio’s ‘Having 
Wonderful Time.’ 

Joe E, Brown 'e 
Kelly with a pair 
Romeo and Godiva. 

Grace Rosenfeld, N. Y. exploiter 
for Hal Roach, came west with her 
boss and Vittorio Mussolini. 

Eddie Sutherland has bookec pas- 
sage on the China Clipper to view 
the war front in the Orient. 

Frank Morgan snagged a starfish 
while fishing for tuna and is saving 
it for his dressing room door, 

Emile de Ruelle will be produc- 
tion manager on the next two Joe E. 
Brown films for David L. Loew. 

Sol Wurtzel hosted a stag sendoff 
for John Stone, leaving for two 
months’ vacash in South America, 

Romer Grey, son of Zane, makin 
a series of single reel fishing an 
adventure shorts for indie release. 

Otto Ludwig trying to frame a 
leave so he can direct ‘Love of 
Women’ for the Shuberts on Broad- 
way. 

Joan Crawford and Franchot Tone 
getting ready for their winter flight 
to New York for the Broadway 
shows. 

Francis X. Bushman (Sr.) sold his 
hot dog stand and stepped into the 


cast of Metro’s ‘Thoroughbreds 
Don't Cry.’ 
Sid Solomon, ex-Central Park 


Casino (N. Y.) restaurateur, 0.0.’ing 
the local eatery scene. Wants a spot 
with a park attached, he says, and 
he doesn’t mean just an auto park. 
Chicago 

Lester Santley came a-visiting. 

WPA musical directors convention 
in session here. 

Arthur Usher out, running around 
his territory all week. 

Jack Bregman in town conferring 
with local music men. 

Frank Sammons in from Omaha 
for a week’s hullabaloo. 

Frank Schreiber spent the week 
gadding about the country. 

Randolph street excited over open- 
ing of the new link bridge. 

Dave Apollon luncheoning a half 
dozen Balaban & Katz execs. 

Opie Reade, dean of Chicago 
writers, in Executives Club talk. 

Mike Nidorf at local Rockwell & 
O’Keefe office for a couple weeks. 

Marvin Lee in town with his ‘Blue 
Sweetheart,’ which looks like a hit. 

Mary Gardner in, catching her 
husband, Bert Gardner, in ‘You Can't 
Take It With You.’ 

Sam Leeds has opened his New 
Weston hotel, catering to show busi- 








ness, and has Civic Opera chorus 
ensconced. 
Charles Gaylord and_ Keith 


Beecher handling most of the fill-in 
orchestra jobs in town since the six- 
day ruling. 

Mort Singer and Warren Jones 
played off their tie for Chicago the- 
atrical golf championship at North- 





more, with Singer winning four up. 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 


Cornelius V. Whitney to sell his 
racing stable and quit the turf. Will 
retain his stud farm. 

International Mercantile Marine 
planning to switch its three big mo- 
tor-vessels, California, Pennsylvania 
and Virginia from the Panama- 
Pacific run to down the east coast 
of South America. Partly due to 
shipping strikes. 

N.B.C. had a special program Mon- 
day to mark fete of Herald Tribune 
Paris office. Partly short waved 
from the French capital, with local 
and Washington pickups. 

Guy de Vestal, last season director 
of the French theatre has resigned 
his post to try an English-speaking 
part in a B’way production. 

William Moore, son of Dinty, in 
$100 bail charged with having pasted 
Barbara Bannister in the eye. 

Mara Tchukleva, former Chauve 
Souris performer, who married to 
avoid deportation, now seeks divorce 
in N. Y. court. Says she has not 
seen hubby for five years and wants 
to Enoch Ardenize. 


Libby Holman reported convales- 
cing after a minor operation at Hos- 
pital for Ruptured and Crippled, 
N. Y. Registered as Mrs. Reynolds 
and escaped notice. 

Rodeo at Garden brought in 600 
head of stock last Friday. Now quar- 
tered at the Garden. 


Edwin Franko Goldman, band 
leader, crashed the papers last week 
with the explanation of the once 
mysterious clock of P. T. Barnum, 
which apparently operated without 
connection between the works and 
the dial. Glass drive running through 
a glass column is the answer. He 
has offered to put it on display if 
sufficient interest is shown. In- 
herited it from his uncle, the late 
Sam Franko, 


Cuban government planning a 
village for the N. Y. World’s Fair. 
Not a refreshment concession, but a 
model, Will also show the complete 
details of sugar manufacture. 


Business show, set for Oct. 18, 
promises 1,500 exhibits. In Port of 
Authority building. 

‘Yes My Darling Daughter’ to give 
a benefit for the Actors’ Fund Fri- 
day. ‘Room Service’ had one last 
Sunday. 

Columbus ball team, playing sec- 
ond game in Little Worlds Series at 
Newark Thursday lost about $1,000 
when sneak thief got into the dress- 
ing rooms during the game. 

Mother of Josef Hoffman, pianist, 
to come to N. Y. for her son’s cele- 
bration of his first U. S. recital 50 
years ago. To be held at the Metro- 
politan Nov. 28. She’s 84. 

Picket trouble Friday over patrol- 
ing of B'’way offices of Max 
Fleischer. Cop told the boys to cut 
down to 10. They refused and eight 
were tossed into the wagon. One 
picket slightly hurt. 

Three all-men juries having failed 
to agree on a verdict in the divorce 
case of Joseph Kimball against his 
wife Gladys, WPA actress, she will 
now face a jury composed entirely 
of women. 

Gloria Allen, who was badly hurt 
when her parachute ripped during 
an exhibition at a Virginia fair, died 
at Farmville, Va., as the result of 
her injuries. 

King Gustav of Sweden pinned 
a medal on Lawrence Tibbett last 
week, Litteris et Arctibus is the 
decoration. 

Ben Marden to keep his Riviera 
open dll winter. 

N. Y. World’s Fair to devote 10 
acres to a town of tomorrow. To 
erect 30 model homes incorporating 
ultra modern ideas. 

Dick Merrill trying to duck $500 
fine imposed by Washington airport 
for not observing new regulations. 
Plea is that regulations had not yet 
been put into effect. 

Mercury Theatre players drop 
‘King John’ from its planned reper- 
tory as ‘too grim.’ Will do insteaa 
the Falstaff cycle: ‘Henry IV,’ parts 
one and two, and ‘Henry V.’ Also 
will do Gillette’s ‘Too Much Johnson’ 
and ‘Julius Caesar.’ Due to start 
Nov. 6. 

Sidney Fox out of Mt. Sinai hosp., 
and to Hot Springs to convalesce. 

N. Y., according to Nat. Safety 
Council, has the lowest death rate 
from auto accidents of any of the 
large cities. Still, that’s 528 deaths 
in eight months. 

Estate of the late Theodore A. 
Metz. composer of ‘A Hot Time in 
the Old Town Tonight,’ is quoted at 
$1,665 gross and $1,120 net, but De- 
partment of Welfare asks $2,000 
monies advanced for relief. 

New state law put 12,000 slot ma- 
chines out of business in Florida 
last week. Had been legal for two 
yeorrs. 

Baltimore amusement park owned 
bv J. J. Carlin and covering seven 
city blocks destroyed by fire last 
Wednesday. Loss in excess of 
$250,000. 

New Friends of Music to open a 
series of 16 concerts Nov. 7. Town 
Hall Sunday afternoon. 








Coast 


Amended complaint has been filed 
by Edward Mayo, agent, in his suit 
against Glenn Morris, champion ath- 
lete and now a film actor, asking 
commissions totaling $288,000. Mayo 
claims he has a contract with Morris 
for 10 years calling for 25% of his 





film and radio earnings and 30% of 
returns from endorsements. 
Government’s claim for $34,000 


from the estate of Will Rogers has 
been taken under submission on the 
representation that the question at 
issue is solely a legal one. Settle- 
ments were made with the following: 
Ruth Chatterton, $10,343 for 1932; 
George Brent, $253; Claudette Col- 
bert, $7,155; Josef von Sternberg, 
$3,586 on a claim for $5,740; Robert 
Riskin, $162; Ted Healy, $1,751. 
Stipulations will be filed in the case 
of Mary Boland, claim for $2,337. 
Settlement was reported from Wal- 
lace Beery and wife for $6,902. 
Ethel Margaret Rigby filed suit for 


divorce from L. Gordon Rigby, 
scenarist, seeking custody of six- 
year-old son, Rigby filed counter- 
complaint. 


Upped tourist travel to Southern 
California is reflected in the report 
crediting the Ambassador Hotel with 
a profit of $133,606 in the first six 
months of 1937 compared with $15,- 
979 in the corresponding period last 
year. 

Protest was filed with the govern- 
ment by ZaSu Pitts and her former 
husband, Tom Gallery, against a 
claim of $15,395 for back income 
taxes for 1932-33. 

Freddie Bartholomew must work 
out his contract with Metro which 
runs until 1940, court ruled. Moppet 
now receiving $1,100 weekly and 
had sought permission to cancel his 
ticket and accept other offers said 
to range as high as $7,500 weekly. 





Ringlings 











(Continued from page 1) 





patched up. Regardless of differ- 
ences which may have continued be- 
tween the Ringlings and Gumpertz 
the latter appears to have definitely 
lifted the outfits out of money dif- 
ficulties. 

That Tax Matter 

For several years an indictment 
against John Kelly, the Ringling at- 
torney and others, has been pending 
in regards to alleged tax frauds. 
Cases are expected to come to trial 
in November. Kelly was regarded 
as a tax expert and wrote long briefs 
when the federal income tax Iaws 
were originally framed. An array of 
character witnesses are slated to ap- 
pear in behalf of Kelly with the 
idea of showing that if there were 
irregularities, there was no intention 
of deceiving the government. 

This perhaps marks the final 
chapter in the story of the rise and 
fall of the American Circus Corp., 
which was founded by a combination 
between John Ringling and the Mug- 
givan-Ballard interests. It was 
Ringling’s idea that the ruinous 
competition between the various tent 
organizations might be avoided were 
they all brought under a single man- 
agement. The country could be ap- 
portioned among the various outfits 
and routes so laid out that costly 
billing fights and day-date encoun- 
ters could be avoided. Only the 
mud shows were to be ignored. 

The idea came at a time when the 
country had gone mad over specula- 
tion. Gigantic industrial mergers 
were formed solely for the purpose 
of creating securities to be sold to 
an eager public, and the circus idea 
was right in line with the general 
trend, and much more promising 
than some of the other securities 
listed. There was no difficulty in 
obtaining the necessary financing 
from the Prudence, a Brooklyn cor- 
poration which also supplied the 
financing for the Brooklyn Para- 
mount and other amusement ven- 
tures. Gumpertz, long prominent in 
Dreamland and other amusements at 
Coney Island, was prominent on the 
board and one of the chief advisors 
of the company on theatrical matters. 


The deal was consummated through 


him, 
When the Botton Dropped 

For a season or two the scheme 
worked out admirably. Each show 
stayed in its own territory and 
escaped the terrific costs of fighting 
shows of similar caliber. Then came 
the crash and, as though that were 
not enough, an agricultural depres- 
sion partly due to low prices but in 
many sections complicated by un- 
toward weather and dust storms. 
Circuses, appealing vividly to the 








ceipts, and to help along the Pru- 
dence was forced into bankruptcy. 
Some of the shows were sold off, 
but Prudence tightened its grip on 
the big show, putting Gumpertz in 
control as representative. 

A highly-trained showman since 
long before his Coney Island days, 
Gumpertz reorganized the show, 
staffed it efficiently and when bet- 
tering conditions made it possible, 
turned in some remarkable grosses, 
due not only to the revived pur- 
chasing power of the farmer, but to 
the greater appeal of a circus more 
smartly dressed and more ably han- 
dled. 

The Ringlings, in spite of their 
long connection with the circus busi- 
ness, never were the smart show- 
men they were credited with being, 
and hit an even keel only when the 
death of James A. Bailey left the 
Barnum show without a competent 
head. Relatives of Mrs. Bailey 
sought to carry on, but without 
marked success and the show and 
the Buffalo Bill outfit was sold 
to the Ringlings, who already 
had purchased the Sells-Floto from 
Harry Tammen and his Denver 
associates. The acquisition of Bar- 
num show was the natural next 
step, paving the way for the 
formation of the American Corp. 
through the control of most of the 
leading outfits, including the Fore- 


paugh show, that title being dropped | 


until temporarily revived during the 
current season. 


MARRIAGES 


Vivienne Bernstein to Lionel 
Royce in N. Y., Sept. 30. Groom is 
an Austrian actor, recently signed 
by MGM. Bride is a writer and sis- 
ter of Felix Bernstein, MG rep in 
Austria. 

Gloria Seiter to Edgar B. Sligh in 
Crown Point, Ind., Oct. 3. Bride is 
dancer, professional Gloria Sutter, 
and groom is member of Sligh & 
Tyrrell booking office. 

Virginia Benoit to Eugene Mitten- 
dorf, in Chicago, Sept. 22. Groom is 
station manager of WIND, and bride 
his assistant, 

Alice Link to Arthur K. Horner, 
Sept. 30, at Los Angeles. Bride is 
secretary to Charles Richards, Selz- 
nick International casting director, 
and groom is in the SI transporta- 
tion department. 

Betty Caine to Raymond John- 
son in Chicago, Oct. 1. Bride and 
groom are radio team. 

Clarice Weiner to Hoe Turner in 
Omaha, Oct. 1. Bride is Chicago 
radio actress. 

Marjorie Rice to George Faulk- 
ner in Brooklyn, N. Y., Sept, 25. 
Groom is a radio scriptist for J. 
Walter Thompson. 

Grace Caskey to John Jones, in 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. Groom is a 
reporter on the Post-Gazette. 

Dorothy Kearns to Steve Mat- 
thews, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. Groom 
is a band leader and bride is fea- 
tured vocalist. 

Katherine DeMille to Anthony 
Quinn, Oct. 2, in Beverly Hills. Both 
are film players. Bride is adopted 
daughter of C. B. DeMille. 

Mary Edwin Thorpe to John 
Stewart Lucas, Oct. 2, at Savannah, 
Ga. Groom was formerly connected 
with the Lucas & Jenkins theatre 
chain, of which his father is prez. 

Bettina Martinelli to Mario Libotte 
in N. Y., Oct. 2. Bride is the daughter 
of Giovanni Martinelli, Met Opera 
tenor. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Voynow, daugh- 
ter, in Chicago, Oct. 4. Father is 
member of Ed Petry station rep firm 
and chief of Chicago office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter ‘Red’ Barber, 
daughter, in Cincinnati.. Father . is 
sports announcer at WLW, Cincin- 
nati. f 

Mr. and Mrs. John Brill, son, in 
Cincinnati. Father 
WLW, Cincinnati. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Stewart, son. 
Oct. 3, Los Angeles. 
Edington-Vincent 
wood. 


agency, Holly- 


Mr. and Mrs. Ray Huffine, daugh- | 
Father is | 


ter, Oct. 4 in Los Angeles. 
animator for Walt Disney. 


CRA Coast Spread 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Upswing in band music biz dur- 
ing September has resulted in Con- 
solidated Radio Artists enlarging its 
Hollywood headquarters and open- 
ing new offices in San Francisco, 
with Bob Sanders as manager in 
charge of all Coast operations. 
Charles Green, CRA prez, was due 
on the Coast tomorrow (Wed) for 
huddles. 

Outfit,, handling around 18 bands 
in the Pacific Coast territory, grossed 








rural patronage, dropped their re- | upwards of $85,000 in September, 


is engineer at) 


Father is with | 


ED MOZART 


Ed Mozart, 81, vet carnival show- 
man and theatre circuit operator, 
died in Los Angeles, Oct. 3, after a 
lingering illness. 

He started with carnivals in the 
’80s and was the first manager of the 
Tom Thumb co. in America. He was 
also associated with many carnival 
outfits, including Vic Leavitt and 
Ferari Shows. 

With Benjamin Morris, in 1906, he 
operated a theatre in Lancaster, Pa., 
and later spread his holdings to 
other cities in the state and Glovers- 
ville, N. Y., which in those days had 
vaude supplied by Freeman Bern- 
stein. In 1909, Mozart bought out 
his partner, Morris, and started the 
Mozart circuit. He relinquished 
active interest in 1918 and went to 
the Coast, where he aligned himself 
with several carnival tricks since. 

Surviving are his widow, who 
booked his circuit; two brothers, a 


vaude agent. Services will be held 
Oct. 6, in Los Angeles. 





CLYDE ARMSTRONG 


Clyde Armstrong, 58, stage and 
screen actor, died in his sleep in his 
New York home Sept. 30. 

His last stage appearance in New 
York was in ‘It Pays to Sin’ in 1933. 
Since that time he had been dramatic 
coach in a theatrical school. He ap- 
peared on the stage in support of 
many well known players, had his 
own vaudeville act for a couple of 
years and supported James J. Corbett 
in one of his vaudeville ventures. He 
had also appeared in a number of 
films. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Juliet Goodwin. 





NATALIE ALEXANDER 

Natalie Alexander died Oct. 2 at 
the Long Beach hospital, Long 
Beach, N. Y. 

Mrs. Alexander for many years 
played leads in the vaudeville acts 
produced by Jessie L. Lasky. She 
was also associated with Fritzi 
Scheff in ‘Mile. Modiste’ and with 
Lillian Russell and Weber and 
Fields in the Big Jubilee. 

Survived by her husband, William 
Alexander, long associated with the 
Fox Film Corp., and now an inde- 
pendent distributor, and a brother. 





GEORGE DENMAN 

George Denman, 66, died of a 
heart attack in Bridgeport, Conn., 
Sept. 30. 

He was for many years in charge 
of the elephants of the Barnum 
show, and was reputed to have 
better command over the bulls than 
any other trainer. Hé joined the 
Barnum show in 1888 and remained 
with the outfit until illness necessi- 
tated his retirement in 1933. 





JESS GREEN 

(Hi) Jess Green, 57, former 
VARIETY correspondent in Tacoma 
and for years moving picture critic 
of the News-Tribune, died in a Se- 
attle hospital after a lingering ill- 
ness, 

He is survived by two sisters in 
Seattle, one sister in New York and 
a brother in San Francisco. The 
body was cremated. 





RAY HENDERSON 

Ray (John Raymond) Henderson, 
48, was killed when a plane in 
which he was traveling from Alex- 
andria to London dived into the sea 
off Athens, 
; He was doing preliminary agent- 
ing in advance of Katharine Cor- 
nell’s proposed world tour. Details 
Story in the legit department this 
issue. 





LOUIS NEWMAN 

Louis Newman, 56, veteran legit 
manager, died Sept. 27 in Los 
Angeles following a long illness. 

Newman was with the Shuberts 
| for years handling roadshows and at 
| one time had Ethel Barrymore under 
| personal contract. The widow and a 
daughter survive. 








JOHN O. KRUSE 
John O. Kruse, 50, superintendent 
of Loew’s State theatre in New Or- 
| leans for the past 12 years, died 
Sept. 29 of a heart attack at his 
home. He had previously been su- 
perintendent. of the Orpheum for 
25 years. 
Survived by his widow, a daugh- 
ter and two grandchildren. 





CHARLES WERNER 
Charles Werner, 74, film exchange 
manager in West, died from heart 
trouble at his home in St. Louis last 





sister and a nephew, Bert Levey, |: 


OBITUARIES 


week. A close friend of the late 
Marcus Loew, Werner was branch 
manager for Metro Pictures Corp., 
which later was merged into M-G-M 
Pictures, retiring in-1925 because of 
ill health. 


—_—_— 


LOIS FRANCES CLARK 

Lois Frances Clark, 74, died in 
Brentwood, L. IL. Sept. 30. 

Going on the stage in the early 
80’s, she had played in numerous 
Charles Frohman productions and 
supported William H. Crane in the 
original production of ‘David Ha- 
rum.’ 





GEORGE HUMPHRIES 
George Humphries, 46, senior 
partner of film laboratory firm 
George Humphries & Co., Ltd., died 
in London, Sept. 18, after a year’s 
illness. Survived by wife, son and 
daughter. 





IDA GRAY 
Ida Gray, member of a carnival 
company, was instantly killed when 
the car she was driving went out of 
control near Owen Sound, Ont., last 
week, Details in outdoor pages. 





Morris Golden, father of Gilbert 
Golden, of Warner Bros.’ home office 
advertising department, died sud- 
denly Oct. 1. 





Father, 78, of Leo F. Forbstein, 
Warners’ music director, died Sept. 
1 in Los Angeles. 








Quota Stance 











(Continued from page 3) 





the rentals from them in British the- 
atres and also benefited by having 
them available for showing in 
America. 


Britain’s ‘White Paper’ 


Back of all this is the knowledge 
that the legislation outlined in the 
Government’s ‘White Paper’ in Eng- 
land would put a crimp in the prac- 
tice of buying these quickie Eng- 
lish-made films and shelving them. 
Parliament goes into session this 
month to consider the recommenda- 
tions of the Board of Trade, It has 
until early summer next year to act 
on them. 

There is one stipulation which re- 
quires that the cheaper films of 
around $15,000 production cost be 
submitted to a panel of viewers to 
determine whether they are suitable 
for general release. While there 
have been some objections raised in 
England to this because it is held 
that this subjects the minimum cast 
films to a viewing test, and tends to 
eliminate the cheaper pictures, this 
clause is given a good chance of 
passage, 

Idea of centering production by 
American majors in Great Britain is 
best shown by the number of for- 
eign managers now out of New York 
City. This week, only Arthur Kelly, 
of United Artists, and Arthur Loew, 
of Metro, were in N. Y. Walter J. 
Hutchinson, of 20th-Fox, was headed 
home because of the Far East situ- 
ation after an extensive trip abroad. 


Metro Started It Big 


A big production unit has been set 
up in England by Metro, with Robert 
Taylor already in a feature now in 
work, Louis B. Mayer just returned 
from abroad, where he was in active 
touch with the English situation. Al 
Lichtman goes to London in about 
10 days to further MG production 
plans abroad. 

Jack Warner, vice president, in 
charge of production for Warner 
Bros., is now en route to Europe, 
bearing oué the contention that none 
of the majors intends to be outdone 
by Metro in English production. 
Warner Bros. have been in the pro- 
ducing end for some time in Great 
Britain. Latest reports from abroad 
indicate that an expansion program 
is contemplated for Teddington 
studio, Jack Cohn, of Columbia Pic- 
tures, also is bound for England, 
where ostensibly, he is merely to size 
up European distribution and learn 
facts about the newly-opened Paris 
and Prague offices. 

Adolph Zukor, production chief for 
Paramount, also in London, where 
he is credited with saying that there 
is plenty of picture talent dormant. 





TERRELL’S INFECTED FOOT 
Chicago, Oct. 5. 


Zack Terrell of the Beatty-Cole 
Bros. show in hospital here. 
Has an infected foot. 
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DALLAS FAIR’S 


FREE GATE 
UPS BIZ 


—— 


Dallas, Oct. 5. 

Pan American Exposition opened 
its gates Sunday (3), discontinuing 
the 50 cents charge which has been 
vigorously opposed for several weeks 
by pusiness-starved midway show- 
men and concessionaires. Director 
General Frank McNeny had made 
reiterated refusals to take this ac- 
tion but unbelievably low attendance 
figures convinced hoard of directors 
they couldn’t lose anything by mak- 
ing the gate free. 

Outstanding ticket books may be 
redeemed at the Road to Rio show, 
a village affair which now is being 
operated by fair management. Wal- 
ter Herzog and Jimmy Smith tossed 
in the towel on this concessicn after 
about $30,000 had dribbled away. 

Midway showmen, with Joe Rog- 
ers and Nat Rodgers as spokesmen, 
had threatened to close up shop on 
Monday (4) if the gates were not 
made free. They claimed no con- 
cessionaire had been able to avoid 
digging in sock for payroll money 
since fair opened. They new hope 
that the weather mgaan will give them 
a break for final four weeks of ex- 
position, especially on weekends 
when football games are carded in 
the Cotton Bowl on the grounds. 

They claim that attendance break 
for next four weekends will give 
them get-away money. 

Casino opened with a new show 
Saturday night (2), two of the three 
acts coming back for a repeat visit. 
Borrah Minevitch’s harmonica troupe 
(without Minevitch) and Stan Kav- 
anagh are doing encores. Barto and 


* Mann came in to complete the line- 


up. Opening night audiences gave 
loud approval to all three acts. 

Visit of Ringling Brothers-Barnum 
and Bailey circus made a deep dent 
in exposition business last week. The 
show was in town two days and 
rolled up approximately $54,000 for 
the stand. It was reported similar 
business was encountered through- 
out section. 


BALTO PARK WIPED OUT 
BY FIRE; MAY REBUILD 


Baltimore, Oct. 5. 

A $250,000 fire hit Carlin’s Park 
here early Thursday (30), wiping out 
a major portion of the equipment 
standing and necessitating an almost 
complete rebuild for future opera- 
tion, Starting in the Arena, in 
which wrestling, boxing and roller 
skating is accommodated, the fire 
gained rapid headway and, aided by 
strong head winds, soon spread to 
other buildings in the park. 

Plans for the immediate future of 
the park have not as yet been an- 
nounced by owner John J. Carlin, 
but it is understood that he will pro- 
ceed with the immediate construc- 
tion of another building to replace 
the Arena which was the town’s only 
spot for boxing and wrestling shows. 
Roller skating has been temporarily 
transferred to the dance hall which 
is being readied for the coming ice 
hockey season. 


Rodeo Riders Hurt 


New Braunfels, Okla., Oct. 5. 

Two rodeo men were injured after 
winning their events at the Comal 
County Fair held here three days. 

During the second night’s per- 
formance, Webb Moran of San An- 
tonio, lost his left eye when thrown 
from a brahma bull against the side 
of the grandstand, and George Jime- 
— also of the Alamo City, broke 
's right arm and collarbone when 


e was thrown from a_ bucking 
rone, 











FIRE WIPES OUT FAIR 


Huntsville, Ala., Oct. 5. 
Pm... men were injured when a 
c 000 holocaust swept Madison 
Ounty Fair Grounds on eve of 
pening of fair last week and left 
exhibit hall and grandstand fiat. 
staeze blamed on electric spark, 
Ad €d in booth of Farm Security 
; ministration in exhibit hall and 
= to 4,000-seat grandstand, lev- | 
fling both in less than an hour. 


— Gillam, 24, of Evansville, 
hip’ wh Carney employee, hurt his 


bias; hen he leaped to safety from | 
egg 2 structure and Robert Moor- | 
vows 25, of here, was burned while | 
ighting flames, 
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TRENTON FAIR CLICKS 
UNDER NEW OPERATION 


Trenton, Oct. 5. 

New Jersey State Fair at Trenton, 
with George A. Hamid at the helm 
for the second successive year, 
wound up a 7-day program Saturday 
(2) with a total turnstile click ex- 
ceeding the half-million mark that 
had Fair officials scratching their 
heads and wondering where all the 
people came from. 


Only two years ago the Trenton 
Fair was considered a dead issue. 
Then last year Hamid came along 
with his streamlined ideas about 
how a fair should be run and hypoed 
the attendances and grosses. This 
year the fair officials found them- 
selves going back to a dozen years 
or so—when the fair was in its hey- 
dey here—to find figures comparing 
with last week’s take. 


Everything thrived during the 
7-day stand except the wheel opera- 
tors, police cracking down on them 
before the fair was 48 hours old. 


Operators were compelled to stick 
to blankets and dolls instead of cash 
prizes, virtually ruining many of 
them. Sideshows were also kept 
under constant surveillance, but 
there were no raids and business 
was more than satisfactory. 

Fair opened with a bang on Sun- 
day, Sept. 25, with a draw of 60,000, 
chief attractions being Lucky Teter 
and Franko Goldman’s Band. It was 
the biggest Sunday crowd in fair 
history here. Monday schools closed 
down and 80,000 children turned out, 
giving the Cetlin-Wilson Shows on 
the midway their biggest take on the 
week, 

AAA sanctioned auto races on 
Saturday, were the magnet for a 
55,000 attendance. Hamid’s ‘Revela- 
tions of 1937,” night revue, brought 


an estimated 40,000 into the grand- 
stands. 


FT. WORTH SEZ 
ENCORE IN 


Fort Worth, Oct. 5. 

Plans for another show next year 
are under consideration by directors 
of the Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta 
Association, James F. Pollock, gen- 
eral manager, announced, 

No details were released, but it 
was indicated a proposal definitely 
is taking shape to perpetuate the 
reputation Fort Worth has made as 
an entertainment center the last two 
years. 

The Fiesta board issued the fol- 
lowing statement, in part: 

‘Records revealed that the tota! at- 
tendance during the 93 days of the 
operation was remarkable for the 
second year without the stimulus of 
the Centennial interest of the pre- 
ceding year. 

‘That the show benefited the city 
generally is evidenced by the fact 
that more than 1,000 people were 
employed during the 27 weeks of the 
preopening and show period.’ 











Carney Member Killed 


London, Ont., Oct. 5. 


When the automobile in which she 
was riding failed to make the turn 
in approaching a bridge near Owen 
Sound, Ont., and crashed into the 
bank of the river, Ida Gray, of this 
city, a member of the Gray’s Great- 


er Midways, met almost instant 
death. 
She was with Mrs. James Mac- 


Intosh, of Toronto, who was seri- 
ously injured and is at present in 
Durham Red Cross Hospital. 


The women were driving from 
London to Owen Sound to nart‘-- 
pate with the midway at the fall 
fair in the Northern Ontario city. 
Body was shipped to this city for 
burial. 





Circus Routes 





Week of Oct. 11 
Barnes-Sells-Flote 


Tex., 11 
: Zpeat,. 205 


Palestine, 12 Hen- 
Terrell, 15; Ranger, 


Bryan. 
devson, 13 


16. 
Cole-Beatty-Maynard 


San Antonio, Tex., 11: Corpus Christi, 
12; Bay City, 123; Houston, 14; Galveston, 
15: Goose Creek, 16 


Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 


Hattiesburg, Miss 11: Meridian, - 12; 


Tuscaloosa Ala 13: Moentgomery, 1 
Birmingnain, 15; Gadsden, 16, 


* | warned 


FOREIGN FAIR EXHIBITS 


Certain That 24 Will Show With 
13 Others Premising 








Washington, Oct. 5. 

World-wide interest in the New 
York World Fair was expressed last 
week in list received by the Com- 
merce Department of countries en- 
tering exhibits with Uncle Sam for 
1940 jamboree. 

With 37 countries replying, 24 for- 
mally accepted invitation of Secre- 
tary of State Hull to participate ac- 
tively, Other 13 indicated their in- 
tention to exhibit at the show. 


Chicago Finds Idea 
For Annual Event 


To Hypo Summer 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Of the major events which com- 
prised the seven’ months’ Chicago 
Charter Jubilee celebration, two will 
probably become annual affairs. Ex- 
ecutives of jubilee committee feel 
that both the Art show and the Car- 
nival of Lakes lend themselves to 
an every-summer production, and 
are working toward that end. 

Carnival of Lakes drew an esti- 
mated 1,000,000 in its week session, 
and SRO signs were hung out night- 
ly two hours before the performance 
was scheduled to begin. 

Political and business leaders have 
for a long time been scratching their 
heads to discover some annual fiesta 
for the town comparable to the New 
Orleans Mardi Gras or the Pasadena 
Carnival of Roses. They believe they 
have found that something in the 
Carnival of Lakes, since Chicago pro- 
vides the natural setting for such an 
affair, and, judging from this year’s 
attendance, the public is interested. 

While there was no gate fee for 
the first one, the general feeling is 
that a nominal charge won’t affect 
the attendance one way or another. 
But the fee will be limited to two 
bits or half a buck, since the main 
idea of the thing is to use it as a 
hypo for summer cash registers. 

Also, with a gate charge, the affair 
can be made more elaborate. This 
year, due to various and sundry mis- 
haps, the entire subscription for the 
seven months’ Jubilee was only 
$134,000, less than Kansas City 
spends for its one-week Jubilesta. 
Leaders for the movement feel that 
at least that much can be spent on 
the Carnival alone, and make a real 
b.o. draw for summer business in 
Chicago. 

As to the art show, there will be 
very little change in policy if the 
event is held next year. This season 
was the first time the various quar- 
reling groups of artists ever got to- 
gether on anything, but they did on 
this, under the hammer of Chauncey 
McCormick, and whipped out a show 
that received world-wide publicity. 
Located on Navy Pier all during 
month of August, it was the longest 
if not the largest art exhibition in 
the world, 600 artists each display- 
ing two pictures, all in a line that 
reached a full mile. The no-jury, 
no-censor policy will be continued. 

Capt. Jack Riley, co-manager in 
charge of events for Chicago Charter 
Jubilee committee, is understood to 
be backing the promotion for mak- 
ing these events annual affairs. It is 
understood, also, that he intends to 
have a get-together with the news- 
paper boys the first of next week, 
and lay his cards on the table. 

He will ask their help in promot- 
ing a club here similar to the All- 
Year Round Club of Southern Cali- 
fornia. From there on it'll be 
| clear sailing. 

There'll be some changes in rais- 
| ing money over this year’s practices. 
Committee felt that the Charter Ju- 
vilee would be most beneficial to | 
restaurant and hotel operators, yet | 
/ those organizations were at the bot- 
tom of the list as far as conributions 
were concerned. At the top were, 
to the surprise of the committee, the 
railroads; then followed utility com- 
panies, and, finally, the State street 
merchants, and the bankers. 


No Fan; Pinched 


Commerce, Okla., Oct. 5. 

Mary White, 28, faces a vagrancy 
charge in justice of peace court here 
following an alleged nude show act 
jin a carnival at Pichar. 
| Sheriff Young said she was arrested 
as she was dancing ‘without fan.’ He 
stated the management had been 
against such performances. 

















Amusement Parks 





JAM ON LIVESTOCK | 


Hamid Settles eut ef Court Claim 
ef Max Cress over Debt 





Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 5. 

Sam Hamid, acting as agent for 
George A. Hamid, Inc., signed a war- 
rant against Max Cross, who oper- 
ated the Hinkle Rodeo ai the Rowan 
fair, charging that he stole ‘steers, 
horses and equipment’ to the tune 
of $1,800 from George Hamid and 
Milt Hinkle. 

This concerned stock removed 
from the fairgrounds on closing day, 
and was followed by an attachment 
against the stock remaining in the 
grounds. Cross said he was part 
owner of the rodeo. 

A debt of some $200 seemed to be 
involved, and this was fixed and the 
cases settled in local court. 

Ideal Exposition Shows have an- 
nounced Charlotte as winter quar- 








Weigh Chances; 


Find Little to Fear from °39 Fair 


Coney Island amusement opera- 
tors and the Rosenthal Bros. on- 
lease operators of Palisades Park, 
Cliffside, N. J., see no threat to their 
respective existences during the 
coming N. Y. World's Fair of 1939. 
Instead, both sides are confident that 
their enterprises will flourish during 
the two-year fair period and to this 
end are planning investments in new 
rides and tricks, modernizing and 
redecorating and a general sprucing 
up of any and all attractions in their 
respective locations. Announcement 
of no midway or kindred effects at 
the ‘toney’ Fair lends some added 
hope to the carney and corney older 
enterprises, but there are other con- 
trary factors worrying oldsters. 


I. H. Klein, president of Coney's 
| Chamber of Commerce, has issued 
orders for physical improvement of 
all existing attractions and enter- 
tainment sites and a general clean- 
ing up and rooting out of all shysters 
in his territory. New dough has been 





ters this year. The Sheesley Midway 
is also wintering here. 


COPS SCOTCH 
FOOTBALL POOL 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 5. 
California and Nevada police 








City sportsmen for questioning in 
connection with the operation of a 
phoney $3,000,000 football pool in 
which participants hadn't a ghost of 
a chance of winning prizes. 

San Francisco coppers have ar- 
rested Gene d’Artner, said to be 
head collector of the ‘Great Amer- 
ican Football Pool, Inc.;’ Charles A. 
Warren, said to be president of the 
Nevada Trust and Funding Com- 
pany, and Julian B. Ephraim, al- 
leged director of the pool. State 
directors and salesmen have not yet 
been apprehended. 

Since Sept. 1 pool hustlers have 
collected nearly $2,000,000 from grid 
fans on the Coast and intermoun- 
tain states. The pool had $3,000,- 
000 worth of tickets to sell, of which 
$538,160 represented grand prizes. 

Total football scores of colleges 
were to be added, then multiplied 
by the number of games played. 
The resuiting figure was to be the 
lucky number, provided the letters 
on the ticket corresponded with the 
initials of the Pacific Conference 
team playing in the Rose Bowl con- 
test this year. 

‘There couldn’t be any lucky num- 
ber,’ McConnell said, ‘because the 
system of arriving at it wouid re- 
sult in a fraction.’ 

Pool’s purpose, Warren said, was 
to collect funds to build a national 
children’s hospital in Nevada at a 
cost of $4,000,000. 


ANTI-GAMBLING 
CRUSADE GOES WJR 


Detroit, Oct. 5. 

State Rep. John F. Hamilton, 
whose charges of wide-open gam- 
bling in Detroit and other parts of 
Michigan have produced little police 
activity, carried his crusade direct 
te the people last Saturday evening 
(2) in a 15-minute spiel over WJR, 
as his own personal expense. 

Hamilton’s original probe, which 
named several big clip joints and 
led to several voluntary closings by 
spots themselves, was balked re- 
cently when Attorney General Starr 
ruled that Hamilton's three-man 
legislative committee was without 
legal authority after the law-mak- 
ing body had adjourned in July. 














Strip-Tease No Fair At 








Detroit, Oct. 5. 
The strip-tease invaded the staid 
| domain of the Leamington, Ontario, 
jcounty fair last week and drew 
packed houses at each performance. 
|! Spectators at one of the peelings 
| were Mayor H. S. Ludlam and Chief 


| of Police John Lamsrah, who de- 
| cided the epidermis opera was a bit 
{too hotcha for Leamingtonites and 


| closed b. o. 


sought several Utah and Salt Lake 


County Fair; Padlocked 


invited and is showing interest, ac- 
|cording to spokesman. This will 
; mean new rides, new concessions, 
| ete., which hope to cash in on the 
prospective overflow. Absence of 
complaints with the license depart- 
ment of N. Y. C. against hawkers 
on the Island during past year is an 
| indication of the dry cleaning, says 
Klein. 

In addition to the pruning, Coney 
| will maintain an exhibit at the Fair 
| aimed to attract visitors to its own 
| more carney atmosphere. They are 
also helping sell the Fair bonds and 
| cooperating with and advising Fair 
officials. 
| Palisades Park ops share the same 
| optimistic views as their Brooklyn 

brothers and will also dress up for 
| the event. They are a little better 
| situated than Coney, being just across 
{the Hudson river from Manhattan 
| where all must land before hitting 
|out for the Fair. Coney being at 
lower end of Brooklyn is in a less 
| advantagecus location but has the 
| international rep which Palisades 
has not. 
Prices to Stay Down 


There will be no upping of prices 
at either of the local stands despite 
the lush period anticipated. Coney, 

|} always known as the playground of 
| the poor, will remain such and thus 
|} have an edge on the high powered 
Fair, which will have a gate admish 
of 50c. Games, sights, exhibits, tricks, 
ete., at the Fair will also be cor- 
respondingly higher than at either 
of the established spots. Both see the 
advantage of maintaining a normal 
price level and doing a volume biz 
rather than upping and losing less 
flush customers. 


What both will suffer from pri- 
marily will be the loss of native 
New Yorker patronage, which is 
their lifeblood. Neither park can 
exist for long on the visitor pickings. 
Latter are likely to visit both the 
Fair and parks providing they have 
| sufficient cash. Not so with locals, 
who will feel that they can always 
see the two parks, whereas there is 
only one Fair and that won't last 
forever. Added to this is the fact 
that the average native New Yorker 
has never seen a Fair and would 
naturally prefer that to the parks, 
anyway. 

Situation was a little different in 
Chicago during that town’s World's 
Fair a couple of years ago. Natives 
there are more tair conscious than 
the N. Y. people since they are 
located in the fair belt. However, 
despite the fact that fairs were not 
exactly new to them, the Riverview 
and White City parks of Chicago 
practically went into bankruptcy 
during the Fair and have only re- 
cently come out of hibernation. 


Still Tough in N. B. 


St. John, N. B., Oct. Oct. 5. 

For the second consecutive week, 
_the Ben Williams’ Shows took it on 
the chin as a fair midway. First it 
was at the St. John fair and then 
at the Fredericton, N. B. fair, the 
| two best spots in the annual tour of 
the carnival. 

















As at St. John, the _ infantile 
paralysis scare put the carnival on 
its back. Charged with the responsi- 
bility for keeping children under 16 
from without the fair plant at 
Fredericton, the local fair associa- 
tion engaged 40 special policemen 
for the week, in addition to a half 
dozen members of the local force 


and mounties. 
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| USE COSMETICS 
BUT | NEVER LET THEM 
CHOKE MY PORES. 
| REMOVE THEM 
THOROUGHLY WITH 


Lux Tomer Soap 








OSMETIC SK’ : 

: tiny blemishes. enlarge 

> pores—comes when ‘ji 

y choked. Loretta Young 

a out of 10 other screeti: 

protects her skin with Lux 

Soap. This fine white soap 

| an ACTIVE lather that remo 

| rouge and powder thoroughly 

‘Lux Toilet Soap keeps skin*® 

soft and smooth,”’ this famous 

{ star tells you. ““That’s why screen 
stars use it.” 


Start using this gentle soap to- 
day—before you put on fresh 
make-up— ALWAYS before yor 

go to bed at night. 


SEE 


LoreTa Youve. 


IN 20TH CENTURY- FOX'S 


-\’WIFE, DOCTOR 
AND NURSE” 

























THIS BEAUTY BATH 
MAKES YOU SURE OF 
DAINTINESS —LEAVES 
SKIN FRAGRANT 


Clever girls 
everywhere 
use Lux TOILET 
SOAP as a 
bath soap, too. 
Its ACTIVE 
lather protects 
Daintiness 











YOU LOOK SO 
SWEET BETTY- 
AND YOU ARE 























